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The Right Honourable Geoffrey Hoon MP
The Secretary of State for Defence '
Ministry Of Defence /
Whitehall
London SW1A 2HB

2 January 2003

Your reft
Qur ref’ PS/SA/

creum

== Dear Sir,

PROPOSED USE OF FORCE AGAINST IRAQ — ISSUES OF INTERNATIONAL
HUMANITARIAN LAW AND “WAR CRIMES”

We are acting for Mark Thomas, The Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament (CND) and other non-
governmental organisations (NGOs).! We are asked to write to you to put you on notice as to the
consequences of any decisions by the UK Government to use further force against Iraq’
involving methods of attack or weapon systems that breach rules of international humanitarian
law (IHL).> Specifically we make clear that if the UK acts so as to bring any breaches of IHL
within the definition of “war crimes” we, and other, will take steps to ensure that you, and other

leaders of the UK Government, are held accountable within international criminal law.

Summary

The purpose of this letter is to put the UK Government on notice as to the position if

requirements of THL are breached in the forthcoming war. From the outset of the use of force

' We will provide a full list of these NGOs on request.
? We use the phrase “further force™ deliberately as we note the continuing bombing raids to enforce the no-fly zones
in Southern and Northern Iraq, that these have recently intensified, and that serious doubts exist among international
;a?f'}rers as to their legality.
We assume from recent press reports that in due course the UK will participate in a US led campaign against Iraq.
We do not, of course accept that the use of force meets with the requirements of jus ad bellum or that all “peaceful
means” to resolve the dispute have been exhausted (see Art. 33 of UN Charter).
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eld will be collecting evidence as to whether the use of force

against Iraq adheres to the fundamental

various NGOISI.":.'J.rorking in the fi

requirements of the international humanitarian law, in
particular to the principles of distinction, military necessity and proimrlionality. In analysing this
evidence, our clients will seek to determine whether the force used provides evidence of crimes

against humanity and war crimes in violation of international criminal law, specifically, Articles

7 and 8 of the International Criminal Court Statute (the ICC Statute) and sections 50 and 51 and

schedule 8 of the International Criminal Court Act 2001. Tn due course, either before the end of

daturn

the use of force or shortly after its end, NGOs’ written and oral evidence will be presented to a

tribunal. The tribunal will be organised by the Permanent People’s Tribunal (PPT) based in Italy.
Its panel will consist of eminent international lawyers and others experienced in this field. The
panel will hear evidence from various NGOs and others as to whether requirements of THL have
been breached. If the panel finds that there have been breaches it will prepare a report giving its
judgement. That judgement, and the supporting evidence of NGOs and others, will then be
presented to the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC). The Prosecutor will be
urged to initiate investigations on his own initiative, on the basis of this report and evidence as he
is empowered to do under Article 15 of the ICC Statute. Thereafter, those who have initiated this
process including various NGOs will work with the Prosecutor as he analyses the seriousness of
the information received and makes a decision as to whether or not there is a reasonable basis to
proceed with an investigation (Articles 15 (2) and (3) of the ICC Statute). If there is, in the
opinion of the tribunal, and the various NGOs a reasonable basis to proceed with an investigation
we shall urge that this investigation proceed against yourself and other senior members of the
UK Government responsible, at the highest level, for decisions as to how force is used against
Iraq and its civilian population. It is our position that pursuant to Article 25 of the ICC Statute,
you and other senior members of the UK Government will be responsible for any breaches of

Articles 7 and 8 of the ICC Statute (defining “crimes against humanity” and “war crimes™)

i
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notwithstanding the culpability of senior members of the armed forﬁ:és. Thus we urge that you
proceed in any forthcoming war with Iraq on the basis that if thf_:‘lrll'e are breaches by the UK
“Government of THL you will at least be investigated by the Pros,';:cutor and could likely face
prosecution. Accordingly you should ensure that the use of force against Iraq complies with IHL

and the principles of distinction, necessity, proportionality and humanity.

*Crime of Agression” and “Crimes against Peace”

aakurn

We wish to raise with you at the outset of this letter our clients’ concerns that the UK
Government (and its leaders) are about to use force in circumstances where a “crime of

aggression” is being committed and, thus, a “crime against peace.” Our reasoning on this is as

follows:

1. You will be aware that the crime of aggression is included under Article 5 of the ICC
Statute as one of the crimes along with genocide, crimes against humanity and war
crimes, over which the ICC has jurisdiction. The ICC may not yet exercise jurisdiction
over this crime, however, and will not be able to do so until an agreed definition of the
crime is adopted in accordance with Articles 121 and 123 of the 1CC Statute. There is

nonetheless a broad consensus that the crime of aggression is a crime under international

law.

2. Crimes against peace were punishable under Principle 6 of the Nuremberg Principles.

Principle 6 defines crimes against peace as

i) Planning, preparation, initiation or waging of a war of aggression or a war in violation

of international treaties, agreements or assurances;

Rabobank Zeist,
rekeningnr, 37.52.38.832
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i) Participation in a common plan or conspiracy for the accomplishment of any of the

acts mentioned under (i).

|

3. The International Military Tribunal at Nuremberg described aggression as the ‘supreme

international crime.’

4. The outlawing of aggressive war is reflected in Articles 1 and 2 of the United Nations
dolum
Charter, and in particular in the prohibition on the use of force at Article 2(4). Article 1
(1) of the United Nations Charter states that the Purposes of the United Nations are

(amongst other things)

“To maintain international peace and security, and to that end: to take effective collective
measures for the prevention and removal of threats to the peace, and for the suppression
of acts of aggression or other breaches of the peace, and to bring about by peaceful
means, and in conformity with the principles of justice and international law, adjustment
or settlement of international disputes or situations which might lead to a breach of the

peace.”
Article 2 states

“_(3) All Members shall settle their international disputes by peaceful means in such a

manner that international peace and security, and justice, are not endangered.

Robobonk Zeis!
rekeningnr. 37.52.38.832
gironurmmer Robobani: 21 71 31
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(4) All Members shall refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of
force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state, or in any other

manner inconsistent with the Purposes of the United Nations.”

5. On 9 September 2002 the Assembly of States Parties to the ICC Statute adopted a
resolution * proposed by the Preparatory Commission for the International Criminal
Court in which it stated that it was desirous of continuing and completing the work on the
crime of aggression and to that end established a special Working Group on the crime of
aggression. The discussion paper which was attached to the Preparatory Commission’s

Draft Resolution suggested the following basic definition of the crime:

“For the purpose of the present Statute, a person commits a
“crime of aggression” when, being in a position effectively to
exercise control over or to direct the political or military action of
a State, that person intentionally and knowingly orders or
participates actively in the planning, preparation, initiation or
execution of an act of aggression which, by its character, gravity
and scale, constitutes a flagrant violation of the Charter of the

United Nations.”

6. Paragraph 2 of the discussion paper suggested that act of aggression be defined as an act
referred to in United Nations General Assembly resolution 3314 (XXIX) (“Resolution

33147) of 14 December 1974, Article 1 of Resolution 3314 states:



“Aggression is the use of armed force by a State against the sovereignty, territorial
integrity or political independence of another State, or in any other manner inconsistent

with the Charter of the United Nations, as set out in this Definition.”

Article 3 provides as follows:

"Any of the following acts, regardless of a declaration of war, shall, subject to and in

accordance with the provisions of article 2, qualify as an act of aggression:

{a) The invasion or attack by the armed forces of a State of the territory of another

tate, or any military cccupation, however temporary, resulting from such invasion or

attack, or any annexation by the use of force of the territory of another State or part

thereo,

(b) Bombardment by the armed forces of a State against the territory of another State or

the use of any weapons by a State against the territory of another State;

(c) The blockade of the ports or coasts of a State by the armed forces of another State;

(d) An attack by the armed forces of a State on the land, sea or air forces, or marine and -

air fleets of another State;

(e) The use of armed forces of one State which are within the territory of another State

with the agreement of the receiving State, in contravention of the conditions provided for

* ICC-ASP/1/Res. 1



in the agreement or any extension of their presence in such territory beyond the

termination of the agreement;

(f) The action of a State in allowing its territory, which it has placed at the disposal of

another State, to be used by that other State for perpetrating an act of aggression against a

third State;

(g) The sending by or on behalf of a State of armed bands, groups, irregulars or
mercenaries, which carry out acts of armed force against another State of such gravity as

to amount to the acts listed above, or its substantial involvement therein.

7. Itis the widely held view of legal experts in the field that in the absence of the inherent
right arising to take action in self-defence under Article 51 of the UN Charter, any
military action taken by the United Kingdom against Iraq without a United Nations
Security Council Resolution expressly authorising such force would be in clear violation

of the UN Charter and international law’.
Background to our clients’ concerns

Our clients’ concerns are that, based on evidence of the use of armed force in the Gulf War in
1991, in Kosove and in Afghanistan the US and the UK have clearly breached fundamental
requirements of THL in the past. Thus there is every reason to believe that these requirements

will be breached again in any forthcoming war in Iraq. You are better placed than ourselves or

* See Opinion of Professor Colin Warbrick, 30 October 2002, at www.matrixlaw.co.uk, and Opinion of Professor
Vaughan Lowe of 19 December 2002 at htip: .bbe.co. 4/ tml,




the various NGOs that we represent to know the detail of the impacts of the use of force in the
Gulf, Kosovo and, more recently, Afghanistan. You will, of course, appreciate that these three
recent examples all pre-date July 2002 when the ICC came into being and that its jurisdiction
over these matters requires now a fundamentally different approach by the UK. However, our

clients’ concerns include the following:

ILLEGITIMATE MEANS AND METHODS OF ATTACK

e The unannounced bombing of Amiraya Civilian Air Raid Shelter in Baghdad killing between
600 and 1000 civilians on February 13 1991 when it was known by coalition forces that the
facility had been previously used as a civil-defence shelter;

e The deliberate killing of thousands of civilians especially Palestinians, killed as they tried to
escape from Kuwait City after February 26 1991,

e What appears to have been the deliberate massacre, without quarter, of tens of thousands of
Iraqi soldiers and civilians on the road to Basra on February 26 and 27, 1991;

o The bombing of cities which served as major military communications and supply centres,
for example Basra, Ramadi, Diwaniya and Mosul,

e The fact that 93% of the bombs used were free-falling bombs and that most appeared to have
been dropped from higher than 30,000 feet;

o The fact that only 7,000 tons were guided bombs leaving 82,000 tons of bombs used that
were non-precision guided;

e The use by the US of massive amounts of fire bombs;

e The use by the US of fuel air explosives;

; Opinion of Rabinder Singh QC and Alison Macdonald, 10 September 2002; Opinion of Rabinder Singh QC and
Charlotte Kilroy, 15 November 2002,



The use by the US of BLU-82s (otherwise known as “daisy cutters”);

The use of cluster bombs and anti-personnel bombs;

The use of the weapon system CBU-75 carrying 1800 bomblets called Sadeyes (each
bomblet contains 600 razor sharp steel fragments lethal up to 40 feet).

¢ The declaration of Basra as a “free fire zone”,

e The use of carpet bombing techniques;

» The targeting of chemical plants;

e The use of at least 320 tons of depleted uranium ammunition in air and tank rounds and

sniper bullets.®

ATTACKS ON OBJECTS DEDICATED TO CIVILIAN PURPOSES

e The destruction of civilian targets such as the Iragi Ministries of Justice and Municipal
Affairs;

e The destruction of between 10 to 20,000 homes, apartments, and other dwellings;

s The destruction of commercial centres with shops, retail stores, offices, hotels, restaurants
and other public accommodation destroyed,

e The destruction or damage of scores of schools, hospitals, mosques and churches;

e The targeting of isolated Bedouin tents in Western Iraq leaving 46 dead civilians, including

infants and children,

¢ The bombing of the “baby-milk” factory in Abu Gharaib on January 22 1991

DESTRUCTION OF TRAQI INFRASTRUCTURE

% In 1996 the UN Sub-Commision on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights passed Resolution 96/16 which
included weapons using depleted uranium as of “indiscriminate effect”.



* The deliberate disproportionate targeting and destruction of Iraq’s infrastructure towards the

end of the war leaving it in a pre-industrial condition. Among the facilities targeted and

destroyed were:

Electricity power generation, relay and transmission

Water treatment, pumping and distribution systems and reservoirs

Telephone and radio exchanges, relay stations, towers and transmission facilities

Food processing, storage and distribution facilities and markets, infant milk formula
and beverage plants, animal vaccination facilities and irrigation sites

Railroad transportation facilities, bus depots, bridges, highway overpasses, highways,
highway repair stations, trains, buses and other public transportation wvehicles,
commercial and private vehicles

Oil wells and pumps, pipelines, refineries, oil storage tanks, gasoline filling stations
and fuel delivery tanks, cars and trucks, and kerosene storage tanks

Sewage treatment and disposal systems

Factories engaged in civilian production, for example, textile and automobile
assembly

Historical markers and ancient sites

e As a result of the above the deaths of tens of thousands of civilians from dehydration,

dysentery and diseases caused by impure water, inability to obtain effective medical

assistance and debilitation from hunger, shock, cold and stress;

CIVILIAN LOSSES IN AFGHANISTAN

¢ Disproportionate and indiscriminate bombardment of Afghanistan resulting in at least 3,767

civilians being killed between October 7 and December 6, 2001, in particular:

10



e Repeated bombing of the farming village of 450 persons of Karam, killing at least

160 civilians on October 11;

e Falling of a cluster bomb on the military hospital and mosque in Herat, killing 100 on

October 21;

o Carpet-bombing by B-52’s of a frontline village near Khanabad, killing at least 150

givilians on November 18,

CIVILIAN LOSSES DURING NATO AIR STRIKES IN KOSOVO

At least 489 civilians killed in the ninety separate incidents in Operation Allied Force,
almost half of which resulted from attacks during daylight hours, when civilians could
have been expected to be on the roads and bridges or in public buildings which may have
been targeted,

The most dramatic losses of civilian life came from attacks on fleeing or travelling

refugees including repeated attacks on refugees on the Djakovica-Decane road, near

Korisa and Savine Vode;

Bombing of Dubrava prison on 21 May 1998;

Attacks on populated urban areas in Belgrade, Nis and Vranje

Use of cluster bombs, resulting in deaths of some 90 to 150 civilians and Britain’s refusal
to discontinue their use even after NATO confirmation of responsibility for the attack on
Nis airfield in southern Serbia on May 7, 1998 and subsequent prohibition of cluster
bomb use imposed on the US forces by the White House.

Failure to provide clear advance warning of the attacks on state Serb Radio and

Television headquarters in Belgrade on April 23, 1998 resulting in civilian deaths

11



The information that leads us to these conclusion includes:

Personal accounts from representatives of NGOs.

The report of the Commission of Inquiry for the International War Crimes Tribunal (“War
Crimes. A report on United States war crimes against Iraq to the Commission of Inquiry for
the International War Crimes Tribunal” by Ramsey Clark and others, available at

www.deoxy.org/we/we-index htm )

Needless Deaths in the Gulf War, Human Rights Watch, available at

www. hrw org/reports/199 1 /gulfwar/

The Secret behind the Sanctions: how the US intentionally destroyed Iraq’s water supply,
Thomas Nagy, available at www. progressive org/0801icsue/nagy0901.html

Joint WHO/UNICEF team report: A visit to Iraq (New York: United Nations, 1991). A report
to the Secretary General dated March 20 1991 by representatives of the UN Secretariat,
UNICEF, UNDP, UNDRQ, UNHCR, FAO and WHO.

Amnesty International annual report 1991, pp122-124.

Counting the Human Cost of the Gulf War, Medical Education Trust background paper,
London, July 1991

US Bombing; The myth of surgical bombing in the Gulf War, Paul Walker, evidence to the

Commission of Inquiry for the International War Crimes Tribunal, May 11 1991, available at

www.deoxy.org/we/we-myth. htm

International Law and War Crimes, Michael Ratner, evidence to the Commission of Inquiry
for the International War Crimes Tribunal, May 11 1991, available at www.deoxy.org/wc-
ilaw.htm

Highway to Hell, Michael Kelly, New Republic, April 1991: 12

The Gulf War: Not so Clean, George Lopez, Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, September

1991, vol 47, no.7, available at www.thebulletin.org/issues/1991/s91/s91lopez. html
12
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o Iraqis Reduced to a “Rabble,” General Asserts, R W Apple, JR, New York Times, March
1991, pl

e Report to the Secretary General on Humanitarian Needs in Kuwait and Iraq in the Immediate
Post-Crisis Environment, Martti Ahtisaari, United Nations Report No. 5122366, March 20,
1991

» Testimony of Joyce Chediac, a Lebanese-American journalist, report presented to the
Commission of Inquiry for the International War Crimes Tribunal, May 11, 1991 available at
www.deoxy.org/we/we-death htm

« Various reports from the Washington Post and the New York Times and agency reports from
Reuters and Agence France Presse available at www globalsecurity.org

e Collateral Damage: the health and environmental costs of war in Iraq, November 2002,
available at www.medact org

o Iraq: Consequences of a war, Professor Paul Rogers, Oxford Research Group, October 2002,

e War Plan Irag, Milan Rai, ARROW Publications, 2002

e War on Iraq, Scott Ritter, Profile Books, 2002

e Targeting Iraq: Sanctions and Bombing in US Policy, Geoff Simons, Saqi Books, 2002

e Material from Defence publications particularly Defense News, Jane's Defence Weekly,

Aviation Week and Space Technology.
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Depleted Uranium Weapons: Lessons from the 1991 Gulf War, Dan Fahey, Laka

Foundation, May 1999

e A Dossier on Civilian Victims of United States’ Aerial Bombing of Afghanistan: A
Comprehensive Accounting, Professor Marc W. Herold, December 2001, available at
www.ratical.org/ratville/CAH/civilDeaths. html

e Medical ethics and human rights violations: the Iraqi occupation of Kuwait and its aftermath,
Troyan Brennan and Robert Kirschner, Annals of Internal Medicine, 117:78-82 (1992)

e Civilian Deaths in the NATO Air Campaign - The crisis in Kosovo, report by the Human

Rights Watch, available at www.hrw.or orts/2000/nato/Natbm200-01 htm

We should make clear that our clients’ main concerns are the civilian casualties caused by
indiscriminate and/or disproportionate attacks. Further our clients are extremely concerned about
the consequent civilian casualties caused by attacks on the economic infrastructure of Iraq as

happened in the 1991 Gulf War.
To add to our clients’ concerns the following are noted:

Nuclear Weapons

[Etigiie o)

We note that the US Nuclear Posture Review (NPR) submitted to Congress on 31 December
20017 makes clear that the United States continues to plan for massive retaliation or a pre-
emptive counter force attack in response to an actual or imminent nuclear attack, and for use of
nuclear weapons against an overwhelming conventional attack. Much concern has been

expressed about the US’s wij]ingness to contemplate a “first strike” against non-nuclear weapons
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states and particularly those characterised as “rogue states.” You have made clear to both the UK
House of Commons Defence Committee and to the Jonathan Dimbleby programme on BBC TV
that the UK also might under certain circumstances be willing to engage in a “first strike” use of
nuclear weapons against a non-nuclear weapon state, namely Iraq. ¥ This policy represents a
fundamental breach of customary international law and particularly in the light of the
International Court of Justice’s Advisory Opinion on the Legality of the Threat or Use of

Nuclear Weapons.” That opinion concludes at paragraph 105E:

“E. By seven votes to seven, by the president’s casting vote,

It follows in the above-mentioned requirements that the threat or use of nuclear weapons would
generally be contrary to the rules of international law applicable in armed conflict, and in
particular the principles and rules of humanitarian law;

However, in view of the current state of international law, and of the elements of fact at its
disposal, the Court cannot conclude definitively whether the threat or use of nuclear weapons
would be lawful or unlawful in an extreme circumstance of self-defence, in which the very

survival of a state would be at stake,...”

7 Nuclear Posture Review report on the web at www. globalsecurity.org/wmd/library/policy/dod/npr.him

# vour evidence to the House of Commens Defence Commnittce 20 March 2002 records *_...there are clearly some
states who would be deterred by thigifiict that the United Kingdom possess nuclear weapons and has the willingness
and ability to use them in appropriate circumstances, States of concern, I would be much less confident about, and
Saddam Hussein has demonstrated in the past his willingness to use chemical weapons against his own people. In
those kinds of states the wishes, needs and interests of citizens are clearly much less regarded and we cannot rule out
the possibility that such states might be willing to sacrifice their own people in order to make that kind of gesture...
they (states of concern) can be absolutely confident that in the right conditions we would be willing to use our
nuclear weapons.” (Paras 236-237).

On 24 March 2002 on the Jonathan Dimbleby programme on BBC you were asked whether nuclear use might be in
response 10 non-nuclear weapons such as chemical or biological weapons and you replied: “Let me make it clear the
long-standing British Government policy is that if our forces, if our people were threatened by weapons of mass
destruction we would reserve the right to use appropriate proportionate responses which might....in extreme
circumstances include the use of nuclear weapons. Later you were asked by the intervicwer whether you would only |
use anlam‘s nuclear weapons system after an attack by Saddam Hussein using weapons of mass destruction and you
replied: “Clearly if there were strong evidence of an imminent attack, if we knew that an attack was about to occur
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Tt is clear that the threat to use chemical or biological weapons against UK deployed forces in the
filed is far short of a threat such that “the very survival” of the UK “is at stake.” As such if the
UK were to carry out the threat you have made to use nuclear weapons against Iraq in these .

circumstances it would be in clear breach of customary international law. Pt it .

Other Weapons Systems

We know that in the Gulf War conflict from 1991, in Kosovo and in Afghanistan the following

weapons systems have been used:

Cluster bombs including the BL-755 and the US CBU-55B

o Fuel air explosives including the BLU-82B.

e The multiple launch rocket system

¢ Depleted uranium munitions including the British Challenger II and US M1A1, MI and M60

tank rounds, aircraft rounds and 7.62mm calibre bullets.

Our client’s concerns include that these weapons systems, and the UK’s nuclear weapon system,
all breach “intransgressible”'® rules of IHL and in particular the rule on discrimination (Articles
48 and 51 (4) and (5) of the.Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 19479,
and relating to the protection of victims of international armed conflict (Protocol 1) adopted at

Geneva, 8 June 1977 (hereafter referred to as AP1)).

;ﬁ;} c;au]d use our weapons to protect against it.” (Transcript from the Jonathan Dimbleby programme 24 March
). f

®ICT Advisory Opinion, 8 July 1996, International Law Reports, vol. 110, pp.227-267.
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Relevant provisions of International Humanitarian Law

The above noted incidents are all examples of where the use of force failed to comply with
fundamental principles of THL, in particular the conventional and customary rules of distinction,
military necessity and proportionality. You will be aware that failure to comply with these
principles constitute grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions and will amount to violations of

articles 7 and 8 of the ICC.

Art 35, Basic Rules

1. In any armed conflict, the right of the Parties to the conflict to choose methods or means or

warfare is not unlimited.

2. 1t is prohibited to employ weapons, projectiles and materials and methods of warfare of a
nature to cause superfluous injury or unnecessary suffering.
3. It is prohibited to employ methods or means of warfare which are intended or may be

expected, to cause widespread, long-term and severe damage to the natural environment.

Art 48. Basic Rule

In order to ensure respect for and protection of the civilian population and civilian objects, the
Parties to the conflict shall at all times distinguish between the civilian population and
combatants and between civilian objects and military objectives and accordingly shall direct their

operations against military objectives.

1% The International Court of Justice, in its Advisory Opinion on the Legality of the Threat or Use of Nuclear
Weapons (8 .{ul_v 1996) refer to fundamental rules of international law, such as the rule of discrimination, as being
“intransgressible” rules; para, 78
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Art 49. Definition of attack and scope of application

1. “Attacks” means acts of violence against the adversary, whether in offence or defence.

Art 51. Protection of the civilian population

1. The civilian population and individual civilians shall enjoy general protection against
dangers arising from military operations. To give effect to this protection, the following
rules, which are additional to other applicable rules of international law, shall be observed in
all circumstances.

2. The civilian population as such, as well as individual civilians , shall not be the object of
attack. Acts or threats of violence the primary purpose of which is to spread terror among the
civilian population are prohibited.

3. Civilians shall enjoy the protection afforded by this section, unless and for such time as they
take a direct part in hostilities.

4. Indiscriminate attacks are prohibited. Indiscriminate attacks are:

(a) those which are not directed at a specific military objective;

(b) those which employ a method or means of combat which cannot be directed at a specific
military objective; or

(c) those which employ a method or means of combat the effects of which cannot be limited as
required by this Protocol, and consequently, in each such case, are of a nature to strike
military objectives and civilians or civilian objects without distinction.

5. Among others, the following types of attacks are to be considered as indiscriminate:
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(a) an attack by bombardment by any methods or means which treats as a single military
objective a number of clearly separated and distinct military objectives located in a city,

town, village or other area containing a similar concentration of civilians or civilian objects;

and

(b) an attack which may be expected to cause incidental loss of civilian life, injury to civilians,

damage to civilian objects, or a combination thereof, which would be excessive in relation to

the concrete and direct military advantage anticipated

Art 52. General protection of civilian objects

1. Civilian objects shall not be the object of attack or of reprisals. Civilian objects are all objects
which are not military objectives as defined in paragraph 2.

2 Attacks shall be limited strictly to military objectives. In so far as objects are concerned,
military objectives are limited to those objects which by their nature, location, purpose or use
make an effective contribution to military action and whose total or partial destruction,

capture or neutralisation, in the circumstances ruling at the time, offers a definite military

advantage.

3. In case of doubt whether an object which is normally dedicated to civilian purposes, such as
a place of worship, a house or other dwelling or a school, is being used to make an effective

contribution, it shall be presumed not to be so used.

Art 54. Protection of objects indispensable to the survival of the civilian population
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2. It is prohibited to attack, destroy, remove or render useless objects indispensable to the
survival of the civilian population, such as food-stuffs, agricultural areas for the production
of food-stuffs, crops, livestock, drinking water installations and supplies and irrigation
works, for the specific purpose of denying them for their sustenance value to the civilian
population or to the adverse Party, whatever the motive, whether in order to starve out

civilians, to cause them to move away, or for any other motive.

Art 55. Protection of the natural environment

1. Care shall be taken in warfare to protect the natural environment against widespread, long-
term and severe damage. This protection includes a prohibition of the use of methods or
means of warfare which are intended or may be expected to cause such damage to the natural

environment and thereby prejudice the health or survival of the population

Art 56. Protection of works and installations containing dangerous forces

1. Works or installations containing dangerous forces, namely dams, dykes and nuclear
electrical generating stations, shall not be made the object of attack, even where these objects
are military objectives, if such attack may cause the release of dangerous forces and
consequent severe losses among the civilian population. Other military objectives located at

or in the vicinity of these works or installations shall not be made the object of attack if such
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attack may cause the release of dangerous forces from the works or installations and

consequent severe losses among the civilian population

Art 57. Precautions in attack

1. In the conduct of military operations, constant care shall be taken to spare the civilian

population, civilians and civilian objects.

2. With respect to attacks, the following precautions shall be taken:

(a) those who plan or decide upon an attack shall:

0

(ii)

(iii)

do everything feasible to verify that the objectives to be attacked are neither
civilians nor civilian objects and are not subject to specific protection but are
military objectives within the meaning of paragraph 2 of Article 52 and that it is
not prohibited by the provisions of this Protocol to attack them;

take all feasible precautions in the choice of means and methods of attack with a
view to avoiding, and in any event minimising, incidental loss of civilian life,
injury to civilians and damage to civilian objects;

refrain from deciding to launch any attack which may be expected to cause
incidental loss of civilian life, injury to civilians, damage to civilian objects, or a
combination thereof, which would be excessive in relation to the concrete and

direct military advantage anticipated;

(b) an attack shall be cancelled or suspended if it becomes apparent that the objective is not a

military one or is subject to special protection or that the attack may be expected to cause

incidental loss of civilian life, injury to civilians, damage to civilian objects, or a combination
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thereof, which would be excessive in relation to the concrete and direct military advantage
anticipated;

(c) effective advance warning shall be given of attacks which may affect the civilian population,
unless circumstances do not permit.

3. When a choice is possible between several military objectives for obtaining a similar military
advantage, the objective to be selected shall be that the attack on which may be expected to

cause the least danger to civilian lives and fo civilian objects.

..............

Art 59. Non-defended localities

1. It is prohibited for the Parties to the conflict to attack by any means whatsoever, non-

defended localities.

..............

2. In addition to the grave breaches defined in Article 11, the following acts shall be regarded as
grave breaches of this Protocol, when committed wilfully, in violation of the relevant
provisions of this Protocol, and causing death or serious injury to body or health:

(a) making the civilian population or individual civilians the object of attack;
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(b) launching an indiscriminate attack affecting the civilian population or civilian objects in the
knowledge that such attack will cause excessive loss of life, injury to civilians or damage to
civilian objects, as defined in Article 57, paragraph 2 (a)(i);

(c) launching an attack against works or installations containing dangerous forces in the
knowledge that such attack will cause excessive loss of life, injury to civilians or damage to
civilian objects, as defined in Article 57, paragraph 2 (a)(i);

(d) making non-defended localities and demilitarised zones the object of attack;

(e) making a person the object of attack in the knowledge that he is hors de combat,

(f) the perfidious use, in violation of Article 37, of the distinctive emblem of the red cross, red

crescent or red lion and sun or of other protective signs recognised by the Conventions or this

Protocol

Specific Notice of Prohibition Under IHL of Certain Modes of Attack and Weapon Systems

Bearing in mind the above concerns our clients have emerging from the 1991 Gulf War and the
use of force in Kosovo and Afghanistan, and in the light of the relevant provisions of ICC and
[HL our clients wish to make clear that you are on notice that the following modes of attack or
weapons systems are prohibited by IHL and if used will be the subject of evidence and a

People’s Tribunal report to the prosecutor of the Hague:

1. High level, indiscriminate, air-strikes on known centres of civilian population.
2. The use of carpet bombing techniques or other methods of attack that do not discriminate
against civilians.

23



3. The use of fuel-air explosives, cluster bombs, multiple rocket launcher systems, depleted
uranium, uranium, or uranium alloy munitions, or other indiscriminate weapon systems and,
in particular the use of nuclear weapons, which may include B61-11s (tactical nuclear earth-
penetrating weapons designed to destroy deep underground targets)."’

4. The bombing of electricity supplies with consequent civilian casualties either related to those
attacks or caused by the damage to plants reliant on electricity supplies, for example, water
sanitation plants.

5. The bombing of works or installations containing dangerous forces, namely, dams, dykes and

nuclear electrical generating stations.

This list of five summarises the specific concerns arising from the 1991 Gulf War and the use of
force in Kosovo. However it is without prejudice to our client’s right to add to this list for any

reason, for example, once the facts surrounding the use of force are known.

As far as weapons are concerned these are of particular concern to our clients particularly given
the indiscriminate nature of weapon systems in the possession of both the US and the UK, and of
those used in the 1991 Gulf War. As the International Court of Justice has noted in its Advisory
Opinion on The Legality of The Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapons: “states do not have
unlimited freedom of choice of means in the weapons they use.” (Para 78). Thus our clients

assert that the indiscriminate weapons we refer to above at 3 are prohibited by the rule of

1" We make clear that it is the indiscriminate nature of these weapons systems, such as to breach “intransgressible”
rules of [HL, that is relevant. It is not our clients’ position that no particular weapons system, per se, is prohibited, In
respect of Article 8 (2)(b)(xx) of the ICC Statute it is noted that the “comprehensive prohibition” and “annex to the
ICC Statute” are not yet endorsed, and the Elements of Crime have not been drafied. However in respect of nuclear
weapons, the threat or use of these must at all times (not withstanding the absence of a prohibition pursuant to article
8 (2)(b)(xx)) be consisient with the rules of proportionality and the “intransgressible” rules of [HL. As for cluster
bombs we note that the chamber of the ICTY in the Martic rule 61 hearing stated “although there was not formal
prohibition of the use of cluster bombs as such, the use of the Orkan rocket with a cluster bomb warhead in that case
m;:ss;l::,lﬂed evidence of the accused's intent to deliberately attack the civilian population” (Kittichaisaree, ibid,
p.181).
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discrimination which the ICJ described in the Advisory Opinion on nuclear weapons as being an
“intrasgressible rule.” As the ICJ says in its Advisory Opinion on nuclear weapons: “States must
never make civilians the object of attack and must consequently never use weapons that are
incapable of distinguishing between civilian and military targets.” (Para 78) The issue as to
whether the UK has participated in the use of force against Iraq involving non-discriminatory
weapon systems will assume critical importance in the tribunal we refer to above in the event of

there being evidence of innocent civilian casualties due to attacks by indiscriminate weapon

systems.

Relevant Provisions of International Criminal law

The following provisions of the Rome Statute creating the International Criminal Court (the ICC

Statute) are relevant.

Article 7
Crimes against humanity

1. For the purpose of this Statute, ‘crime against humanity’ means any of the following acts

when committed as part of a widespread or systematic attack directed against any civilian

population, with knowledge of the attack:

(a) Murder"?

"2 Kittichaisaree notes: “the actus reus of murder is the taking of the lives of persons taking no active part in
hostilities in an internal armed conflict. The requisite mens rea is the intention to kill, or inflict serious injury in
reckless disregard of human life. Recklessness means the taki excessive risk. (“Celebici” case, Case No. IT-
96-21-T, ICTY T.Ch.ii guater, 16 Nov. 1998, paras 431,437-9) The specific elements of murder in this case are
identical to murder as a crime against humanity, except for the context in which it takes place.

The Elements-of Crime adopted by the PCNICC thus provide in this case that the perpetrator must have killed one or

more persons who are either hors de combat, or were civilians, medical personnel, or religious personnel taking m;_r,




(b) Extermination

(k) Other inhumane acts of a similar character intentionally causing great suffering, or serious

injury to the body or to mental or physical health.

2. For the purpose of paragraph 1:

(a) ‘Attack directed against any civilian population’ means a course of conduct involving the
multiple commission of acts referred to in paragraph 1 against any civilian population,
pursuant to or in furtherance of a State or organisational policy to commit such attack;

(b) ‘Extermination’ includes the intentional infliction of conditions of life, inter alia, the

deprivation of access to food and medicine, calculated to bring about the destruction of part

of a population; ...... e

Article B

War crimes

1. The court shall have jurisdiction in respect of war crimes in particular when committed as
part of a plan or policy or as part of a large-scale commission of such crimes.

2. For the purpose of this Statute, ‘war crimes’ means:

actwe part iq the hostilities, including those non-confessional, non-combatant military personnel carrying out a
similar function. The perpetrator must have been aware of the factual circumstances that established this status of

such person of persqps.” (ibid. p195)
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(a) Grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, namely, any of the following
acts against persons or property protected under the provisions of the relevant Geneva
Convention:

(1) Wilful killing; ...

(i)

(i)  Wilfully causing great suffering, or serious injury to body or health;

(iv)  Extensive destruction and appropriation of property, not justified by military

necessity and carried out unlawfully and wantonly;

(b) Other serious violations of the laws and customs applicable in international law, namely any

of the following acts:

(i) Intentionally directing attacks against the civilian population as such or against
individual civilians not taking part in hostilities;
(i)  Intentionally directing attacks against individual civilian objects, that is, objects

which are not military objectives;

1)
(iv)  Intentionally launching an attack in the knowledge that such attack will cause
incidental loss of life or injury to civilians or damage to civilian objects or

widespread, long-term and severe damage to the natural environment which
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(v)

(vi)
(vid)
(viii)

(ix)

(x)
(xi)
(xii)
(i)

(xiv)
(xv)
(xvi)
(evil)

(xviii)

would be clearly excessive in relation to the concrete and direct overall military
advantage anticipated,
Attacking or bombarding, by whatever means, towns, villages, dwellings or

buildings which are undefended and which are not military objectives;

.....................
.....................

Intentionally directing attacks against buildings dedicated to religion, education,
art, science, or charitable purposes, historic monuments, hospitals and places
where the sick and wounded are collected, provided they are not military
objectives;

...................

Declaring that no quarter will be given
Destroying or seizing the enemy’s property unless such destruction or seizure be

imperatively demanded by the necessities of war;

..................

...................

Employing poison or poisoned weapons
Employing asphyxiating, poisonous or other gases, and all analogous liquids,
materials or devices;

..................
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..................

(ocv)  Intentionally using starvation of civilians as a method of warfare by depriving
them of objects indispensable to their survival, including wilfully impeding relief

supplies as provided for under the Geneva Conventions;

Article 15

Prosecutor

. The Prosecutor may initiate investigations proprio mofu on the basis of information on
crimes within the jurisdiction of the court.

. The Prosecutor shall analyse the seriousness of the information received. For this purpose, he
or she may seek additional information from States, organs of the United Nations,
intergovernmental or non-governmental organisations, or other reliable sources that he or she
deems appropriate, and may receive written or oral testimony at the seat of the Court.

_ 1f the Prosecutor concludes that there is reasonable basis to proceed with an investigation, he
or she shall submit to the Pre-Trial Chamber a request for authorisation of an investigation,
together with any supporting material collected. Victims may make representations to the
Pre-Trial Chamber, in accordance with the Rules of Procedure and Evidence.

. If the Pre-Trial Chamber, upon examination of the request and the supporting material,
considers that there is a reasonable basis to proceed with an investigation, and that the case

appears to fall within the jurisdiction of the Court, it shall authorise the commencement of
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the investigation, without prejudice to subsequent determinations by the Court with regard to

the jurisdiction and admissibility of a case.

The refusal of the Pre-Trial Chamber to authorise the investigation shall not preclude the

presentation of a subsequent request by the Prosecutor based on new facts or evidence

regarding the same situation.

6. If after the preliminary examination referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2, the Prosecutor
concludes that the information provided does not constitute a reasonable basis for an
investigation, he or she shall inform those who provided the information. This shall not
preclude the Prosecutor from considering further information submitted to him or her

regarding the same situation in the light of new facts or evidence.

In terms of the specific concerns our clients have about modes of attack or weapons used
itemised below at this stage we do not need to identify which specific provisions of Articles 7
and 8 (and the relevant Elements of Crime) cover the potential use of force against Iraq. For
obvious reasons we cannot identify the relevant provisions prior to the facts emerging
surrounding any use of force against Irag. However the extracts from Articles 7 and 8 referred to
above in our view cover the concerns outlined above from the 1991 Gulf War and the use of
force in Kosovo. As you know it is our clients’ concern now that these methods of attack and use

of weapons will be repeated.

For the above mentioned crimes defined in Articles 7 and 8 we suggest that you read the
elements of crime adopted by the Preparatory Commission for the International Criminal Court
(PCNICC). These are self-explanatory and should make clear why it is our view that these are
relevant in the above context. The crime defined by Article 8 (2)(b)(iv) if the ICC Statute is

particularly relevant. It is noted that the actus reus of this offence is the launching of an attack to
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cause incidental loss of life or injury to civilians or damage to civilian objects or widespread,
long-term, and severe damage to the natural environment in violation of the principles of
necessity and proportionality.”> The PCNICC have made clear that this crime “reflects the
proportionality requirement inherent in determining the legality of any military activity
undertaken in the context of an armed conflict” (document PCNICC/1999/WGEC/INF.2/ADD1,
at 37-8). As it is our submission that Article 8(2)(b)(iv) is particularly relevant we think it helpful

to draw your specific attention to the relevant Elements of Crime which read as follows:

“ARTICLE 8(2)(b)(iv)

War crime of excessive incidental death, injury or damage

Elements

1. The perpetrator launched an attack.

2. The attack was such that it would cause incidental death or injury to civilians or damage to
civilian objects or widespread, long-term, and severe damage to the natural environment and
that such death, injury, or damage would be of such an extent as to be clearly excessive in
relation to the concrete and direct overall military advantage anticipated. 35

3. The perpetrator knew that the attack would cause incidental death or injury to civilians or
damage to civilian objects or widespread, long-term, an severe damage to the natural

environment and that such death, injury or damage would be of such an extent as to be

'3 The International Court of Juctice’s advisory opinion on the legality of the threat or use of nuclear weapons, 8
July 1996, at paragraph 30 states: ... .states must take environmental considerations info account when assessing
what is necessary and proportionate in the pursuit of legitimate military objectives, Respect for the environment is
one of the elements that go to assessing whether an action is in conformity with the principles of necessity and
proportionality.”
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clearly excessive in relation to the concrete and direct overall military advantage
anticipated.*”
4. Conduct took place in the context of and was associated with an international armed conflict.

5. The perpetrator was aware of factual circumstances that established the existence of an

armed conflict.

(36). The expression “concrete and direct overall military advantage” refers to a military
advantage that is foreseeable by the perpetrator at the relevant time. Such advantage may or may
not be temporally or geographically related to the object of the attack. The fact that this crime
admits the possibility of lawful incidental injury and collateral damage does not in any way
justify any violation of the law applicable in armed conflict. It does not address justifications for
war or other rules related to jus ad bellum. It reflects the proportionality requirement inherent in
determining the legality of any military activity undertaken in the context of an armed conflict.

(37). As opposed to the general rule set forth in paragraph 4 of the General Introduction, this
knowledge element requires that the perpetrator make the value judgement as described therein.
An evaluation of that value judgement must be based on the requisite information available to

the perpetrator at the time.”

Kittichaisare notes as follows:

“In terms of the perpetrator’s mens rea, the Elements depart from the general rule that it is not
necessary for the perpetrator to have personally completed a particular value judgement. To be
guilty of this war crime, the perpetrator must have known, in the sense of making the value
judgement that the attack launched by him would cause incidental death or injury to civilians or
damage to civilian objects or widespread, long-term and severe damage to the natural
environment and that such death, injury or damage would be of such an extent as to be clearly
excessive in relation to the concrete and direct overall military advantage anticipated. However,
an evaluation of that value judgement must be based on the requisite information available to the

perpetrator at the time.
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It should be noted that there is no result requirement as part of the actus reus of this war crime.
What is required is the act of launching the attack of the nature and with the perpetrator’s state of

mind as described above.” (Kriangsak Kittichaisare, International Criminal Law, Oxford

University Press, 2001, at 164).

The NGOs that we represent and the subsequent tribunal we refer to above will be examining the
two elements of this crime with great care. In particular the state of mind of yourself and other
senior members of the UK Government will be judged in the light of the fact that this letter puts
you on clear notice as to the requirements of THL and the risk, that you may choose to ignore, of
an investigation by the prosecutor if the use of force comes within the definitions of Articles 7

and 8 above.

Complicity

We now address the personal culpability of you as the UK’s Secretary of State for Defence and
other senior members of the UK Government in terms of complicity. In the 1991 Gulf War the
US was the main participant but the UK provided active support and participated in some of the
bombing raids. It might be thought that you and other members of the UK Government can
escape responsibility for breaches of Articles 7 and 8 of the ICC Statute if the UK Government
does no more than support a US led campaign. As we make clear below the ICC Statute and
international criminal law establishes that in these circumstances you, and other senior members
of the UK Government, may be held criminally liable for your participation in the commission of

these offences.

Article 25 of the ICC Statute is relevant. It reads:
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“Individual criminal responsibility

1. The Court shall have jurisdiction over natural persons pursuant to this Statute.

2. A person who commits a crime within the jurisdiction of the Court shall be individually
responsible and liable for punishment in accordance with this Statute.

3. In accordance with this Statute, a person shall be criminally responsible and reliable for
punishment for a crime within the jurisdiction of the Court if that person:

(a) commits such a crime, whether as an individual, jointly with another or through another
person, regardless of whether that other person is criminally responsible;

(b) Orders, solicits or induces the commission of such a crime which in fact occurs or is
attempted,

(c) For the purpose of facilitating the commission of such a crime, aids, abets or otherwise
assists in its commission or its attempted commission, including providing the means for its
commission;

(d) In any other way contributes to the commission or attempted commission of such a crime by
a group of persons acting with 2 common purpose. Such contribution shall be intentional and
shall either:

) Be made with the aim of furthering the criminal activity or criminal purpose of
the group, where such activity or purpose involves the commission of a crime
within the jurisdiction of the Court; or

(i)  Be made in the knowledge of the intention of the group to commit the crime

...............
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Thus the ICC Statute recognises that in these circumstances you, and other members of the UK
Government, may be an “accessory” or “secondary participant” in “complicity.” Complicity is
when two or more persons join together to play some part in the commission of a crime,
Ordering, soliciting or inducing the commission of a crime as provided in Article 25 (3)(b) of the
ICC Statute is no different from direct physical perpetration of the crime. As Lord Steyn put it in
Pinochet, “there is no distinction between the man who strikes, and the man who orders another
to strike.” (R v Bow Street Metropolitan Stipendiary Magistrate, ex p Pinochet Ugarte [1998] 4

ALL ER 897, HL at 946).

The law of complicity is re-stated in the Ministries case that “he who participates [in a crime] or
plays a consenting part therein” is guilty of a crime (US v Ernst von Weizsacker et al., TWC,
611, 470-1). In 7adic the International Criminal Tribunal for former Yugoslavia (ICTY) Appeals
Chamber itself re-states the law as follows: “whoever contributes to the commission of crimes by
the group of persons or some members of the group, in execution of a common purpose, may be
held to be criminally liable, subject to certain conditions.....” ( Prosecutor v Dusko Tadic, case

no. IT-94-1-A, ICTY APP.CH., 5 July 1999 at para 190. )

In the light of the above it is clear that the complicity of you, or other senior members of the UK
Government, is as relevant for the purposes of potential breaches of Article 7 and 8 of the ICC

Statute as if you were the main perpetrator. You should proceed accordingly.

Grave or Serious Breaches

You will be aware that Article 8 (2) of the ICC Statute deals with grave breaches of the 1949

Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949. “Grave breaches” are serious war crimes that are
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subject to the universal jurisdiction of all states.'* Moreover, if a state does not prosecute the
offender it shall extradite him to any party to the respective Geneva Conventions that will
prosecute and punish that person. Grave breaches must be committed against persons or property
protected by any of the four Geneva Conventions of 1949, in particular civilians in the hands of a
party to a conflict of which they are not nationals, Since the four Geneva Conventions of 1949
are a part of customary international law, so is the grave breach regime under these Geneva
Conventions. AP1 extends the definition of grave breaches. (See Articles 11, 44, 45, 73, 85(2)

and (3)).

Article B(2)(b) deals with other serious violations of the laws and customs applicable in
international armed conflict. “Serious” means breach of a rule protecting important values, and
the breach must involve “grave consequences” for the victim. All serious war crimes under AP1

and the Hague regulations are proscribed as war crimes under Article 8 (2)(b) of the ICC Statute.

Thus the concepts of “grave” and “serious” are relevant. We submit that in judging whether
breaches are either “grave” or “serious” past breaches are relevant, Thus in deciding whether
you, and other senior members of the UK Government, have been guilty of grave or serious
breaches for the purposes of Article 8 we will invite the prosecutor, if in due course a report from
the People’s Tribunal referred to above is made, to take into account the UK Government’s past

misconduct during the 1991 Gulf War.

Command Responsibility

" The concept of “Universal Jurisdiction” is important as it may be used in these circumstances by other states, who
have ratified the Geneva Conventions, to demand that you, or other senior members of the UK Government, be
extradited 1o stand trial in the requesting state.
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It is apposite, given your position within the Government, to address this question. Under the
principle of command responsibility, a superior is criminally responsible for the acts committed
by his subordinates if he knew or had reason to know that the subordinate was about to commit
such acts or had done so and the superior failed to take the necessary and reasonable measures to
prevent such acts or to punish the perpetrators thereof. This command responsibility emanates
from a failure to act in breach of a clear, affirmative duty or moral obligation imposed by the law
of war or by international law upon those in authority to act. When the superior acts positively by
ordering, instigating, or planning criminal acts carried out by his subordinates, he incurs “direct”
responsibility. However, if he fails to take measures to prevent or repress his subordinates’
criminal act, his culpable omissions thereby incur “indirect” command responsibility. Where a
superior fails to prevent or repress his subordinates’ criminal acts he could be held liable for
aiding and abetting or inciting the crimes if all the necessary elements for aiding and abetting or
incitement, as the case may be, are present. (Prosecutor v Tihomir Blaskic, case no. IT-95-14-T,
T.Ch..1 of the ICTY, 3 March 2000. Paras 337-9). This principle is also applicable to civilian,
non-military commanders, who wield the requisite authority. International instruments and case
law do not restrict this application to military commanders only but extend it to cover political
leaders and other civilian superiors in positions of authority (Celebici, paras 356-63; Prosecutor v
Alfred Musema, case no. ICTR-96-13-T, 27 Jan 2000, paras 136, 146-8). The crucial question is
not the civilian or military status of the superior , but the degree of authority the superior

exercises over his subordinates.

. With the above principle of command responsibility in mind we consider it advisable that you

copy this letter to those senior members of the UK Government who you know will be
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responsible for key decisions if the UK are to be involved with the use of force against Trag."”
Further, leaving aside the obvious requirement that you copy this letter to the senior members of
the armed forces, we suggest that you copy this to those civilian superiors with the requisite
degree of authority over their subordinates, who in accordance with the principle of command
responsibility might be held liable if there are breaches of Article 7 and 8 of the ICC Statute.

Finally we note that this principle has been transposed into UK law through Section 65 of the

International Criminal Court Act 2001,

Your Evidence

If in due course it emerges that there is evidence of breaches of Articles 7 and 8 the tribunal we
refer to above will sit in session to hear evidence from NGOs and others. Naturally you will be
invited to submit your evidence to that tribunal on the issue of whether there have been breaches
of Article 7 and 8. If in due course you decline to submit any evidence we will invite the
prosecutor (if in due course a report from the tribunal is submitted to him), to draw such adverse
inferences as may be appropriate. You are by this letter on notice of the intention to establish a
People’s Tribunal on this matter. We submit that if in due course it is your case that there have
not been breaches of Articles 7 and 8 of the ICC Statute, you are now in a position where you
know that your evidence on that point is highly relevant. Thus, if in due course you fail, or
refuse, to produce evidence to show your innocence (or that of other members of the UK
Government) of breaches of Articles 7 and 8 of the ICC Statute, in our view this will be highly

admissible to show your guilt.

** Other than the Prime Minister and the Secrelary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, whom we are
formally serving (as we serve you) with this letter.
38



Mr. N.M.P. Steijnen

Advocoal en Prokureur
Couwenhoven 52-05
SOOI ER Zeist
fef (03404 - 5468 67

% B

Conclusion

- We suggest that you note carefully the contents of this letter and_'las we have suggested above

copy it to all who might subsequently be held responsible for a breach of Articles 7 and 8 of the

ICC Statute. You are on clear notice of the intention to present evidence to the prosecutor if it

emerges that there have been breaches of Articles 7 and 8. We have made clear above the

relationship between the Tribunal we describe and the prosecutor in the Hague using his Article

- 15 powers. You are required, if the UK participate in the use E?i;;med force against Iraq, to

ensure that the use of force does not breach Articles 7 and 8. A failure to ensure compliance will

lead to the consequences set out in this letter.
Please acknowledge receipt of this letter within 14 days.

Yours faithfully

Puhli¢ Interest Lawyers
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Over de gruwelen van de oorlog:
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Sagittarius

Van: "Omslag” <vrede@omslag.nl>
Nieuwsgroepen: ann.vrede

Aan: “Verzendlijst Media" <list@omslag.nl>; <vredeslijst@ddh.nl=
Verzonden: donderdag 20 maart 2003 14:49

Onderwerp: Wal voor bommen en granaten gebruikt Amerika tegen

> Doorgestuurd bericht van NVMP - Gezondheidszorg en Vredesvraagstukken

PERSBERICHT

Wat voor bommen en granaten gebruikt Amerika tegen Irak?

Utrecht, 20 maart 2003 - Terwijl de Amerikanen Irak bombarderen
15 de wereld nog steeds het meest beducht voor het mogelijk gebruik
van chemische en biologische wapens door Saddam Hoessein,

Maar wat voor raketten gebruiken de Amerikanen zel{ eigenlijk?

Vandaag brengt de organisatie IPPNW *) het verontrustende rapport
"The Threat of Low-Yield Earth-Penetrating Nuclear Weapons to
Civilian Populations: Nuclear 'Bunker Busters' and their Medical
Consequences', uit.

Bunker Busters

Earth Penetrating Weapons (EPW's) ook wel 'Bunker Busters' genoemd,
zijn raketten bedoeld om diepgelegen bunkers te treffen. Op deze
raketten is ook een nucleaire kop te plaatsen. Amerika bezit een
vijftigtal van deze Nuclear EPW's, Deze zouden door 6 meter beton
en 30 meter aarde kunnen dringen alvorens tot ontploffing te komen.
Volgens de Amerikanen zal daardoor de 'collateral damage' minimaal
zijn, omdat 'alles ondergronds bli)ft'.

Dit nu wordt door IPPNW scherp bestreden. Zelfs NEPW's van het
hardste materiaal kunnen maximaal 12 meter de aarde binnendnngen
voordat ze ten gevolge van wrijvingskrachten tot ontploffing
zullen komen. Een dergelijke ondiepe nucleaire explosie zal tonnen
sterk radioactief materiaal, grond en puin, over een gebied van
enkele vierkante kilometers verspreiden. Personen die zich in dit

gebied begeven zullen na enkele uren een fatale dosis straling
oplopen. :

IPPNW gaat niet in op de vraag hoe groot de kans is dat deze
NEPW's daadwerkelijk gebruikt zullen worden. Het gaat hen er
vooral om dat ze nooit gebruikt mogen worden.

Desondanks: Nuclear EPW's zijn paraat en inzetbaar voor
doeleinden waaraan de corlog tegen Irak voldoet. Amerika heeft de
'nucleaire optie' in haar oorlogsplannen altijd als een reele
mogelijkheid opengehouden.

*) IPPNW (International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear
War) is winnaars van de Nobelprijs voor de Vrede 1985, De

Nederlandse afdeling van de [PPNW is NVMP - Gezondheidszorg en
Vredesvraagstukken,
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Noot voor de pers:

- Meer informatie bij Hans van Iterson (NVMP), 030-2722940

- Het IPPNW-rapport is als PDF-file op te vragen bij het
NVMP-bureau: e-mail: officef@nvmp.org

-—- Einde doorgestuurd persbericht

- Lees ZOZ - Tijdschrift voor doen-denkers - Vraag proefummer
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beter beschraven dan
hat azntal Irakese
slachtotfers. ‘Feocide’
maakt oorlog nag erger
dan hij is. Maar

het fimerikaanse leger wil
liefst van alle
milseubeperkingen af.
Door Jeroen Trommelen
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IRAK Honderden boze [rakezen
hebben zich gisteren verzameld
mn de woonwijk in Bagdad waar
cerder op de dag twee Amerikaan-
se kruisraketten insloegen, Veer
tien burgers zouden om het leven
zijn gekomen. Secretaris-generaal
Kofi Annan van de Verenigde
Nalies heeft zijn zorg geuit over
her aantal burgerslachtoffers in
de oorlog in Irak. Volgens de

s e e ——"

Iraakse auloriteiten zijn cr dertig
gewonden. De raketten kwamen
terecht in de wijk Al-Shaab in het
noorden van de stad. In de dichit-
bevolkie omgeving bevinden zich
veel winkels en restaurants,

De kruisraketion hebbep een
grote krater geslagen. Gebouwe n
Zn_verwoest en volgens het
hoofd van de plaatselijke burger.
militie zijn Zeventien auta's uitge-

brand. Straten in de wijk stonden
blank doordat de leidingen waren
gebarsten. Lantaarnpalen zijn om-
gevallen en bomen ontworteld,

Het Amerilcaanse leger zei het
bericht over de inslag niet te kun-
nen bevestigen omdat het er geen
eigen informatie over heefi

Van dinsdag op woensdag bom-
bardeerden de Amerikanen vooral

gericht op Iraakse communicatie-

=

loedbad in Bagdad

centra, waaronder satellierverbin
dingen. Van Al-Shabab. de zender
van Saddams zoon Odai is tot nu
toe niets meer vernomen.
Militairen van de coalitie, die
Bagdad tot op tachtig kilometer
zijn genaderd, kunnen zich nu
gaan opmaken wvoor welhaast
onvermijdelijk geworden aanval
op de vijf miljoen inwoners tellen-
de stad. (AP}
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IRAQ DIARIES

Following the Bombs
Doug Johnson, Iraq Peace Team

27 March 2003

I'm overwhelmed and tired. For three days
now 1've concentrated on visiting injured
civilians in hospitals and seeing bombed sites.

This morning T accompanied April to the Al
Kindi Hospital where we interviewed an
extended family of 25 that had been living in
six houses together on one farm just outside of
Baghdad. At 6:00 PM yesterday, B-52s
dropped cluster bornbs on their farm,
destroying all six houses, killing four and
severely injuring many others. Even the farm
animals were killed. We were told that yellow
cylinders landed in their yard, and when they
and the animals crept closer to investigate, the
bombs detonated.

The sky fock on colors I've never seen before

years. Every Iraqi I've falked fo says they've n
The father of cne of these families, Saaed anything like it
Shalish, age 36 — a farmer -- |ost two sons but

he has not yet been told, Doctors tell me that he's in critical condition.

[ also met Ali Jasem, age 8, whose farm house was destroyed by a missile and whost
was killed from decapitation. Ali underwent surgery to remove shrapnel from his hes

Later, April and I met Ishmel Shakir Kareem, age 60, & low-income day worker who !
passenger in a car that was knocked over while driving through the Shallal Market ar
Al Sha‘ab District of Baghdad. The bombing occurred at 1:30 PM yesterday, and I ha

returned from the bombing site.

This is an impoverished area of houses and
small shops far removed from any military
targets. The bomb struck the median between
the parkway, breaking nearly every window on
the street, demolishing and burning a
ramshackle auto repair shop, gutting a small
diner and destroying the apartments above it.

Sitting next to the bomb’s crater in the median
are a number of car remains. Crunched,
mangled, and scorched car frames give
testimony to the bomb’s indiscriminate
destruction. At the hospital, April and I were
told that 5 people died in that attack. On the RN e =]
street, however, people insist the deaths reach crunched, mangled, and scorched car frames
15 or 16. testimony to the bomb's indisenminate desiruc

| also met Hasem Hamid Shakir, age 26, who was injured in another bombing in the
district of Al Sha‘ab, He sustained injuries ta his left leg from quarter-size piece of sl
that penetrated his car as he was driving. He claimed to have witnessed a whole fam
to death inside their car, and claimed that a school had been damaged by bombs. To
witnessed that site as well, and I can verify Hasem ‘s story as true.

A bomb was apparently detonated above a
residential home next to a school, tearing apart
the house’s top floor with shrapnel and
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letter to America ( 3 April
2003) {3 Apri
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breaking most of the school’s windows. I'm
told that the US media is claiming that Irag is
bombing their own people to frame the us, but
Idon't buy it. Bombs are dropping on Baghdad
as I write this, and I'm willing to wager they're
not Iragi bombs,

Let's get this straight: The US Is waging war on
Irag and has been for the last 12 and a half
years. US bombs are dropping everywhera.
They have even broken windows In my hotel.
These bombs are not that "smart.”

Earlier today I also met a number of Syrians
who claimed to have been bombed by Apache
helicopters while riding in a caravan of three buses from Syria to Baghdad. The attac
say, occurred at the “160 K Station” next to a bridge. Allegedly a helicopter bombed
bridge, causing the vehicles to stop suddenly and collide with one another, As passer
scrambled to exit the vehicles, the buses were bombed.

As thay waitad to be rescued, their buses were
bombed again. According to Abdul Malik
Tutangi, age 45, 16 civillans were killed and 19
injured in the attack.

Yesterday 1 visited another home destroyed by
a US bomb in a residential area. The home was
a half-block from a school and about three
blocks from the hospital. Because of the
weather, visiting this site was like walking on
another planet. After the intense sand storm
the day before, white powder seemed to linger
in the air and settle in places almost like snow.

Breathing became difficult. Visibility became 4 poy stands in fron t of 8 resteurant destroye:
null, My clethes were stained with white that exploded nearby.

specks. Windshields became blurry and

smeared, The sky took on colors I've never seen before in my 43 years.

Every Iragi I've talked to says they've never
seen anything like it. The sky was yellow on
one horizon and orange on the other. Streat
lights radiated a fuzzy, phosphorescent green.
1 kept looking around, thinking “what is this?

What's going on?”

April and I speculated that the US may be
experimenting with a new weapon or messing
with the atmosphere, and although this may
sound outlandish, after enduring US bombing
for a week and then seelng surreal colers In the
sky, it's easy to imagine the two are
connected.

The sky took on colors 've never seen before
Now that the sky Is clear, bombing has years. Every Iraqi I've talked to says they've n
intensified. Several large explosions have just  anything fike it

shaken the building. It's funny, but you actually get used to it. The only effect it has
Iraqls is that it pisses them off and they can’t wait for the US soldiers to arrive on the
in Baghdad so that they can put up the fight of their lives.
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Bus Attack
April Hurley, M.D., Trag Peace Team

27 March 2003

160 K is a Familiar rest stop on the road from Syria to Baghdad, Near an intersection
a fueling station and a small market for supplies and food. According to 5 passengers
busloads of civilians were headed to Baghdad on 26 March 2003 and were approachit
intersection at 5:30PM, Passengers noticed an Apache helicopter trailing them at a di
Possibly intended to take out a bridge ahead, a missile exploded directly in front of ti
bus. The bus stopped immediately and some passengers jumped out to escape.

Those were the lucky ones. The bus was then hit directly and 16-17 passengers were
The second bus was rear-ended by the third and impacted the wreckage of the first
injured waited several hours for buses called to transfer them to Baghdad. As they w
leaving the scene on the rescue buses, passengers watched as mare missiles demaolic
disabled buses left behind,

Five passengers were interviewed that evening at the Al Kindi Hospital in Baghdad. T
stories were similar though several didn't see the helicopter and thought that they wi
being bombed by, Mohammed Adnan Al Sa'di is a 28-year-old Syrian, a barber, marr
two young children, He was in the first bus and suffered head trauma with loss of
consciousness for nearly an hour. Above his torn right ear, he had a gaping head wo
wide brulsing.

Zaid Aga Al Kala' was also in the first bus where he was observing the helicopter’s pr
When the third missile struck, he lost consciousness for 24 hours. He has difficulty se
with his left eye and may have permanent impairment. There was persisting conjunc
hemorrhage and suspected mild glaucoma as well. He sustained fractures and tendor
lacerations of his right hand, a large laceration to the right side of his head.

Zaid, who is a 30 year old Syrian, supplies construction sites in Damascus, He asks,”
think Jesus would agree with what Bush is doing? Qil is not human; human is not oilt
animals are more kind than people!" He says that he "knows the American people an
but the rulers are against the good that the people stand for.” He estimates that 35¢
all civilians, were on the struck bus. He saw Muslims, Christians, and Red Crescent w
around him.

Mor Adin Muhammed El-Mahbeubi, 34 years old, was in the second bus when the mis
the first bus and he saw body parts thrown everywhere, He suffered cuts and bruises
right lower leg only but he was clearly emotionally shaken. He asks,” American peopl
responsible for defending democracy around the world; what happened to change thi

Abdul Malik Hassan Totanchy, a 45 year old government retiree from Halab, Syria wil
children, sustained impact and dislocation of his left shoulder and blunt trauma to the
side of his chest when the missile hit his bus. Hussam Mohammed Al-Nuhaby is a 24
day worker from Damascus, Syria who was thrown against the seat in front of his in-
second bus. He injured his |eft shoulder and chest as well.

These men were shooting questions at me about why Americans are allowing this wa
is the reason so much force is being used against an impoverished, virtually defensel
population, The Iraq people have endured catastrophic sanctions and a devastated et
for twelve years. Adult rates of cancer and premature cancers In children have escala
along with terrible birth defects from our radioactive weapon waste from the last war
men support the Irag resistance to the invasion; they cannot understand why the Un
Nations has deserted Iraq.

I appreciate their questions and ask the same and more of you: Why is a Coalition Ay
helicopter trailing and attacking civilians traveling on a bus, clearly identifiable as civi
when they left the bus. Why did the helicopter not stop and rescue the injured after t
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%SL'}M America ( 3 April assault, if it was a mistake? Why were the buses |ncinerated after the passengers we

transferred? What has become of our fighting men and women? Do they not know th
targeting civilians are war crimes? "Following orders” does not excuse war crimes. W
their orders? What do they know?

Today, we learned that an Australian fighter pilot refused to bomb a civilian target in
Are our soldiers so informed and heroic?
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‘It was an outrage, an obscenity’

By Robert Fisk in Baghdad - 27 March 2003

http://argument.independent co.uk/commentatorsi/story jsp?story=391165

It was an outrage, an obscenity. The severed hand on the metal door, the swamp of blood
and mud across the road, the human brains inside a garage, the incinerated, skeletal
remains of an Iragi mother and her three small children in their still-smouldering car.

Two missiles from an American jet killed them all — by my estimate, more than 20 Iraqi
civilians, torn to pieces before they could be 'liberated' by the nation that destroyed their
lives. Who dares, | ask myself, to call this 'collateral damage'? Abu Taleb Street was
packed with pedestrians and motorists when the American pilot approached through the
dense sandstorm that covered northern Baghdad in a cloak of red and yellow dust and rain
yesterday morning.

@ t's a dirt-poor neighbourhood, of mostly Shia Muslims, the same people whom Messrs
Bush and Bilair still fondly hope will rise up against President Saddam Hussein, a place of
oil-sodden car-repair shops, overcrowded apartments and cheap cafés. Everyone | spoke
to heard the plane. One man, so shocked by the headless corpses he had just seen, could
say only two words. "Roar, flash," he kept saying and then closed his eyes so tight that the

muscles rippled between them.

How should one record so terrible an event? Perhaps a medical report would be more
appropriate. But the final death toll is expected to be near to 30 and Iragis are now
witnessing these awful things each day; so there is no reason why the truth, all the truth, of
what they see should not be told.

For another question occurred to me as | walked through this place of massacre yesterday.
If this is what we are seeing in Baghdad, what is happening in Basra and Nasiriyah and
Kerbala? How many civilians are dying there too, anonymously, indeed unrecorded,
because there are no reporters to be witness to their suffering?

® Abu Hassan and Malek Hammoud were preparing lunch for customers at the Nasser
restaurant on the north side of Abu Taleb Street. The missile that killed them landed next to
the westbound carriageway, its blast tearing away the front of the café and cutting the two
men — the first 48, the second only 18 — to pieces. A fellow worker led me through the
rubble. "This is all that is left of them now," he said, holding out before me an oven pan
dripping with blood.

At least 15 cars burst into flames, burning many of their occupants to death. Several men
tore desperately at the doors of another flame-shrouded car in the centre of the street that
had been flipped upside down by the same missile. They were forced to watch helplessly
as the woman and her three children inside were cremated alive in front of them. The
second missile hit neatly on the eastbound carriageway, sending shards of metal into three
men standing outside a concrete apartment block with the words, "This is God's
possession” written in marble on the outside wall.

The building's manager, Hishem Danoon, ran to the doorway as soon as he heard the
massive explosion. "l found Ta'ar in pieces over there," he told me. His head was blown off.
"That's his hand." A group of young men and a woman took me into the street and there a
scene from any horror film, was Ta'ar's hand, cut off at the wrist, his four fingers and thul:nb
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grasping a piece of iron roofing. His young colleague, Sermed, died the same instant. His
brains lay piled a few feet away, a pale red and grey mess behind a burnt car. Both men
worked for Danoon. So did a doorman who was also killed.

As each survivor talked, the dead regained their identities. There was the electrical shop-
owner killed behind his counter by the same missile that cut down Ta'ar and Sermed and
the doorman, and the young girl standing on the central reservation, trying to cross the
road, and the truck driver who was only feet from the point of impact and the beggar who
regularly called to see Mr Danoon for bread and who was just leaving when the missiles

came screaming through the sandstorm to destroy him.

In Qatar, the Anglo-American forces — let's forget this nonsense about "coalition" -
announced an inquiry. The Iragi government, who are the only ones to benefit from the
propaganda value of such a bloodbath, naturally denounced the slaughter, which they
initially put at 14 dead. So what was the real target? Some Iragis said there was a military
encampment less than a mile from the street, though | couldn't find it. Others talked about a
local fire brigade headquarters, but the fire brigade can hardly be described as a military

target.

Certainly, there had been an attack less than an hour earlier on a military camp further
north. | was driving past the base when two rockets exploded and | saw Iragi soldiers
running for their lives out of the gates and along the side of the highway. Then | heard two
more explosions; these were the missiles that hit Abu Taleb Street.

Of course, the pilot who killed the innocent yesterday could not see his victims. Pilots fire
through computer-aligned co-ordinates, and the sandstorm would have hidden the street
from his vision. But when one of Malek Hammoud's friends asked me how the Americans
could so blithely kill those they claimed to want to liberate, he didn't want to learn about the

science of avionics or weapons delivery systems.

And why should he? For this is happening almost every day in Baghdad. Three days ago,
an entire family of nine was wiped out in their home near the centre of the city. A busload of
civilian passengers were reportedly killed on a road south of Baghdad two days ago. Only
yesterday were Iragis learning the identity of five civilian passengers slaughtered on a
Syrian bus that was attacked by American aircraft close to the Iragi border at the weekend.

The truth is that nowhere is safe in Baghdad, and as the Americans and British close their
siege in the next few days or hours, that simple message will become ever more real and

ever more bloody.

We may put on the hairshirt of morality in explaining why these people should die. They
died because of 11 September, we may say, because of President Saddam's "weapons of
mass destruction”, because of human rights abuses, because of our desperate desire to
"liberate” them all. Let us not confuse the issue with oil. Either way, I'll bet we are told
President Saddam is ultimately responsible for their deaths. We shan't mention the pilot, of

course.

o top
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Interview met Ghazwan Al Muktar, Bagdad, 27 maart 2003
"Verenigde Staten /Verenigd Koninkrijk betekent voor mij:
Verenigd om ons allemaal te doden.’

De stem van een gewone Irakees

Ghazwan Al Muktar in Baghdad
geinterviewd door Amy Goodman en Jeremy Scahill
27 maart 2003

NB: dit interview werd afgenomen enkele minuten nadat het bericht
kwam dat de VS/ hetVK een bombardement hadden uitgevoerd tegen
de Iraakse televisie en op een markt in een woonwijk van Bagdad.
Amy Goodman en Jeremy Scahill van de zender Democracy Now!
spraken met Ghazwan Al Muktar, een gepensioneerd ingenieur, bij
hem thuis in Bagdad.

DIT IS EEN ONGECORRIGEERDE TEKST

Jeremy Scahill, correspondent van Democracy Now!:
bij ons aan de telefoon hebben we Ghazwan Al
Mukhtar, een gepensioneerd ingenieur. Hij is een
gewone inwoner van Bagdad, mensen zoals hem hoor
je bijna nooit op de Amerikaanse zenders. Ghazwan,
we hebben net gehoord dat er in Bagdad een markt
gebombardeerd is. Veertig mensen gedood, of meer -
we horen het nu net - en dat de Iraakse TV ook geraakt
is.Wat horen jullie op dit ogenblik in Bagdad, Ghazwan
Al Muktar?

Ghazwan Al Muktar: Jeremy, sinds vanochtend, sinds
de afgelopen nacht eigenlijk, worden we constant
gebombardeerd. We leven vannacht onder de dreiging
van het zwaarste bombardement sinds het begin van de
oorlog. Ze hebben het Ty-station aangevallen en het
Iraqi Satellite Channel waarbij ze groot aantal
journalisten en technici van de televisie hebben
gedood. Ze dreigen ermee de hele groep te
bombarderen - of aan te vallen - alle correspondenten
van satellietzenders of de internationale
correspondenten in het Ministerie van Informatie. Dit is
in het Perscentrum. En iedereen, elke journalist is in
paniek want dit 1s een misdaad tegen de journalistiek.
Dit is een onaanvaardbare schending van de
journalisten die recht hebben op onaantastbaarheid, die
je niet mag aanvallen of bombarderen. Blijkbaar wil de
VS doorgaan met bombarderen tot er geen nieuws meer
uit Bagdad kan komen dat laat zien hoe zwaar wij hier

gebombardeerd worden.



Amy Goodman, presentatrice bij Democracy Now!:
beschrijf eens wat er gebeurd is met het gebouw van de
televisie.

Ghazwan Al Muktar: de antenne, het gebouw van de
satellictzender werd totaal vernield. Honderden mensen
waren daar aan het werk, technici, reporters, mensen
die voor de zender werken en die liggen nu in het
ziekenhuis, velen van hen zijn gedood. De zender van
Bagdad TV en de Jongerentelevisie' [gerund door
Uday Hoessein, de zoon van de president] zijn ook
gebombardeerd. Sinds vanochtend zijn er geen
uitzendingen meer geweest in Irak. We weten dus niet
echt wat er gebeurt. Ik praatte net vanmiddag met een
buitenlandse journalist en hij is geschokt, hij weet niet
wat hij moet doen, hij zal weer... het Ministerie van
Informatie en het Perscentrum waar alle journalisten
naartoe gaan...ze denken dat ze vannacht weer een
doelwit zullen zijn-

Jeremy Scahill: Ghazwan-

Ghazwan Al Muktar: als ze daar een doelwit van
maken zouden vele, vele journalisten Irak verlaten en
er zou niemand meer zijn om verslag uit te brengen van
hoe erg die bombardementen nu in Irak zijn,

Jeremy Scahill: Ghazwan kun je je huis uit om de stad
in te gaan. [k weet nog dat we de eerste dagen van deze
bombardementen, dat we met je spraken, en Je kon nog
naar buiten gaan en rondkijken wat er allemaal aan de
hand was in de stad, Kan dat nu nog?

Ghazwan Al Muktar: Jeremy, ik ben net een half uur
terug. Ik heb in Bagdad rondgelopen. Ik ben naar
Mansour geweest, naar Adhamiya, naar Karrada. Er
waren maar weinig mensen op straat want gisteren
hebben de VS weer gezegd dat ieder voertu geen
doelwit is, een doelwit dat ze mogen aanvallen...en dat
was afkomstig van het Centcom in Bahrein, tijdens hun
briefing. Dus nu is het al zover dat burgers die Op straat
rijden een doelwit zijn volgens het Central Command
en dat is tolaal onaanvaardbaar - het is een echte - het
legt de druk op de burgers, die moeten toch
boodschappen doen, naar het ziekenhuis kunnen of
gewoon kunnen rondlopen om te zien wat er allemaal
gebeurt of naar familie toe die gekwetst zijn of.._je
weet wel, gewoon kunnen verder leven.



Amy Goodman: Ghazwan Al Muktar, waarom ga je
niet gewoon weg?

Ghazwan Al Muktar: waar naartoe?
Amy Goodman; weg uit Bagdad.

Ghazwan Al Muktar: elke stad wordt gebombardeerd.
Elke stad wordt gebombardeerd. Het is niet alleen maar
Bagdad dat gebombardeerd wordt. Baccuba
bombarderen ze, Mosul bombarderen ze, Tikrit
bombarderen ze, Hilla bombarderen ze. God, het hele
land wordt gebombardeerd. Jullie horen dat het alleen
maar Bagdad is en Basra. Nee, het is ook Mosul and
Basra, Kirkuk, Kirkuk, Tikrit, Samawa, Nasriya,
overal. Ramadi hebben ze gebombardeerd, in het
westen. Waar kan je naartoe? Je verlaat je huis,
waarheen? Ga je ergens anders waar ze je ook
bestoken? Je laat je huis achter, wat ga je meenemen?
Neem je de bedden mee of petroleum of neem je eten
mee of neem je - je hebt een vrachtwagen nodig om al
je spullen mee te pakken want je moet een maand
wegblijven, of nog langer.

Jeremy Scahill: Ghazwan-

Ghazwan Al Muktar: ik heb mijn familie de stad uit
gebracht ja, En gisteren had ik ze aan de telefoon en ze
vertelden me dat het westen van het land
gebombardeerd wordt.

Jeremy Scahill: even tussendoor voor de luisteraars, we
praten nu met Ghazwan Al Muktar. Dat is een gewone
Irakees die in Bagdad woont, een gepensioneerde
ingenieur. Ghazwan, we krijgen berichten te horen dat
het leger van de VS nu Bagdad erg dicht genaderd is.
Welke voorbereidselen treffen de mensen voor wat
Robert Fisk, de journalist, de mogelijke belegering van
Bagdad noemt als de VS troepen Bagdad binnen
proberen te komen?

Ghazwan Al Muktar; kijk Jeremy , het voornaamste
wat we weten is dat de oorlog lang gaat duren. Het is
geen 'cakewalk’ zoals ze zich hadden voorgesteld. We
hebben al - voordat de oorlog begon - we hadden dat
voorzien - we hebben voedsel opgeslagen, en water,
drinkwater, we hebben putten geboord en we hebben
generatoren gekocht en we hadden genoeg petroleum
en we hadden een benzinevoorraad, omdat we weten
dat je dat allemaal nodig hebt in een lange oorlog die ze



- die ze tegen ons gingen voeren en de feiten bewijzen
het nu. Tot nu toe hebben ze Basra nog niet. Ze
beschieten Basra en Basra zit al vier nachten zonder
water, vier dagen en geen elektriciteit en geen water.
De Rode Halve Maan zegt dat en het Rode Kruis. Zelfs
Kofi Annan heeft gezegd dat de humanitaire situatie in
Basra gevaarlijk is.

Amy Goodman; Ghazwan Al Muktar-

Ghazwan Al Muktar: ze zijn begonnen met ons te
bombarderen in Bagdad, we worden weer
gebombardeerd straks en het zal een lang
bombardement zijn.

Amy Goodman: We praten met Ghazwan Al Muktar en
ik wil nog eens zegeen hoe zeldzaam het is om in de
VS een gewone Irakees over de telefoon te horen en
zijn verhaal in het hele land uit te zenden en hoe
moeilijk het is op dit moment om Bagdad te bereiken.
En nog iets, we krijgen in dit land bijna geen beelden te
zien van [raakse slachtoffers. Voor de kijkers naar ons
televisiestation tonen we nu vreselijke beelden van
slachtoffers. Mensen die nog leven en mensen die het
niet hebben overleefd nadat ze vreselijke verwondingen
hadden opgelopen. Dit wordt getoond door andere
stations, bijvoorbeeld Al Jazeera, maar niet in dit land.
Het Pentagon heeft in het verleden erg duidelijk
gemaakt dat de Amerikanen erg kunnen meeleven en
als ze deze beelden zouden zien, zouden ze willen dat
het afgelopen is. Ghazwan al Muktar, wat zie je nu op
tv? Zie je Iraakse slachtoffers, zie je Amerikaanse
slachtoffers?

Ghazwan Al Muktar: Kijk, 1k heb twee neven die
dokter zijn. Jonge dokters in het zickenhuis en ik was
vandaag net bij hen, Een van hen werd overgeplaatst
van het ene ziekenhuis naar het andere om bij te
springen bij de verzorging van de gewonden die
gevallen zijn in het Iraki Satellite Channel en hij heeft
me verteld dat het ziekenhuis vol lag.

Jeremy Scahill: Ghazwan...

Ghazwan Al Muktar: Ik heb alleen maar gepraat met
hem, ik heb vanmiddag samen met hem gegeten.

Jeremy Scahill: Ghazwan, wat ga je doen als de
Amerikaanse soldaten Bagdad proberen binnen te
komen? Jij als man, wat ben je van plan?



Ghazwan Al Muktar: Wat ik van plan ben? Tk pak mijn
geweer en ik ga schieten. Ik ga schieten op iedereen die
binnendringt. Ik ben een oude man van zestig, maar ik
ga niemand toelaten, ik laat geen enkele buitenlander
mij de wet voorschrijven of mijn land regeren. Ik woon
al mijn hele leven in mijn land, ik probeer icts op te
bouwen. Ik probeer iets te doen om het [raakse volk
beter te laten leven. Irak is een rijk land, Irak is door de
sancties teruggebracht tot een derderangsland. Denk
maar aan 1961, 42 jaar geleden. Toen stuurde de
Iraakse regering mij en dat was geen regering van de
Ba'ath partij, naar de VS gestuurd om te studeren, 1k
zat op de middelbare school. Zij hebben mij gestuurd.
lrak heeft veel geld in ons onderwijs geinvesteerd en
veel tijd. De opeenvolgende regeringen, alle regeringen
van Irak, en wij proberen ons land op te bouwen en
jullie hebben het naar de bliksem geholpen. De
Amerikaanse regering maakt alles kapot, ze hebben het
kapotgemaakt in 1991 en wij hebben het weer
opgebouwd. En nu vernielen ze alles wat wij hebben
heropgebouwd.

Amy Goodman: De regering van de VS zegt...
Ghazwan Al Muktar: ... zonder enige reden.

Amy Goodman: De regering van de VS zegt dat het de
schuld is van Saddam Hoessein.

Ghazwan Al Muktar: Wat?

Amy Goodman: De regering van de VS zegt dat het
Saddam Hoessein is die het land verwoest.

Ghazwan Al Muktar: Ze mogen denken wat ze willen,
maar ik denk dat Saddam Hoessein, dat was in 1984,
president was toen Donald Rumsfeld op bezoek kwam
en hem de hand schudde en zei: Het is een fijne kerel,
we kunnen samenwerken met hem. Saddam Hoessein
is dezelfde Saddam Hoessein aan wie jullie
handelskredieten gegeven hebben. Dus wat is er
veranderd? De kijk die Donald Rumsfeld op Saddam
heeft. Saddam Hoessein is nog steeds dezelfde
Hoessein die ik gekend heb in '79 toen hi] de macht
overnam. Dus wat verandert er, de idee€n van Donald
Rumsfeld, die veranderen. Saddam Hoessein is nog
steeds dezelfde man die zaken deed met Ronald
Reagan en de presidenten voor hem. Nu is het Bush, hi)
moet niks hebben van Saddam en hij had - zij maken



het land kapot. Bush mag zeggen wat hij wil. Dat
betekent nog niet dat het waar 1s.

Jeremy Scahill: Dit is de stem van Ghazwan Al
Muktar, iets wat ik nog niet heb meegemaakt op geen
enkele zender. Een gewone [rakees die live het woord
richt tot de Amerikanen via radio en tv. Ghazwan, we
willen je hartelijk bedanken voor dit gesprek. Wil je
nog iets zeggen tegen de luisteraars overal in de VS op
dit moment?

Ghazwan Al Muktar: Jeremy, elke keer als ik die letters
zie, UKUSA, dan denk ik dat is; United to Kill Us All.
Zo voel ik dat. De twee landen zijn verenigd om ons
allemaal dood te maken, of we nu de regering steunen
of niet.

Jeremy Scahill: Ghazwan...

Ghazwan Al Muktar: Uiteindelijk, Jeremy, is het de
blinde die de blinde leidt. Jullie zijn blind, ik bedoel
jullie regering is blind, en ze wordt geleid door andere
blinden van de oppositie die zeggen dat we de
Amerikaanse soldaten zullen verwelkomen. En je hebt
gezien wal er gebeurd is in Um Qasr, Al Fao en Basra
en Nassiriya. Dat zijn de woonplaatsen van de sjiieten,
waarvan jullie dachten dat ze zin hadden in een opstand
tegen de regering. Maar dat was niet zo. Dus het wordt
tijd dat jullie je ogen opendoen en zien wat er echt
gebeurt en de boodschap begrijpen en de retoriek
vergeten.

Amy Goodman: Ghazwan Al Muktar, bedankt dat u bij
ons was en het ga u goed.

Ghazwan Am Muktar; Dank u zeer.

Democracy Now is een onderzoeksprogramma op de
radio en een belangrijk tegengif voor de leugens en
misleiding van de staatsmedia. Het programma wordt
gepresenteerd door Amy Goodman en Jeremy Scahill.
Als je wilt weten hoe je kunt luisteren naar Democracy
Now! of dit programma on line kunt volgen, ga dan
naar: www.democracynow.org




|
gJj)aslglmelic Dr pagina 1 van |

Dr. Colette Moulaert aan de telefoon, 28 maart, 22.15 u: "Stop de militaire
transporten!”

Bert De Belder

“{Als ik de afschuwelijke beelden zie van de
Amerikaanse terroristische aanval op een
volkswijk in Bagdad (50 doden), telefoneer
ik onmiddellijk naar Dr. Colette Moulaert in
. {het Hotel Palestina. Ze zegt dat haar

‘|collega, Dr. Geert Van Moorter, juist
“Avertrokken is met journalisten om de
gewonden in de hospitalen te gaan
bezoeken. "Weet je”, zegt Colette, "het is
keihard te weten dat die bommen
misschien door de haven van Antwerpen
izijn gepasseerd. Jullie moeten echt
actievoeren, en snel, om de militaire
i transporten van de VS te verhinderen.
Jullie moeten die treinen blokkeren, met

: ; S juridische middelen als het kan, met

andere methoden als het moet. Maar dan wel vliug! Op een kaart op Al-Jazeera zag ik dat de
B52's blijkbaar over Belgié vliegen. Is dat mogelijk? Verdomme toch! Tk weet wel dat jullie hard
werken in de anti-oorlogscampagne, maar er moet absoluut méér gebeuren.” Colette klinkt
wanhopig. “Hier sterven mensen!”

1 Ik geef Colette de vraag door van een erg
{ongeruste mama, Liliane Calinescu Alani,
die in Belgié woont maar een zoon heeft in
agdad. Ze heeft al twee dagen geen
nieuws meer van hem, en vraagt ons om
aan Colette te vragen hem te proberen te
bellen. Colette zegt dat de telefoon in
Bagdad niet meer werkt, "Van hieruit kan
men alleen nog maar naar de VS en Groot-
Brittannié bellen. Klaarblijkelijk zijn zij het
die de telefoon op die manier hebben
i afgesneden!”

De internationalisten in Bagdad betogen
ook tegen de oorlog. Colette: "Vandaag
hebben we samen met de *human shields’
betoogd, op het dak van waar de journalisten hun plaatjes schieten. We riepen naar de
persmensen: ‘Hou nu eens op met liegen!’ En we droegen affiches met ‘Bush, go home!’ Dat
deed deugd!” En voor we ons gesprek stopzetten, herhaalt Colette nog maar eens dat we
absoluut die militaire transporten moeten blokkeren...

http://www.irak.be/ned/missies/medicalmissioncolettegeert/verslag_28_maart 2003a.htm  4-4-03
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O pen kritiek
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Sélim Nassib

l-Jazira zendt de beelden uit
van twee gedode Britse sol-
daten cn twee gevangenen:
»Decze zender heeft nict alleen in-
| breuk gemaakt op de Geneefse
Conventics, maar ook de grenzen
van het fatsoen overschreden. Ik
- weet dat Al-Jazira graag trots zou
zijn op zijn berichtgeving over dec
gebeurtenissen. Wij willen de vrij-
heid van de media helemaal niet
inperken. Maar wij rckenen op het
verantwoordelijksgevoel van de
media, opdat zij nict, zonder het te
merken, werktuigen van het Iraak-
scregime worden.”
Dezce kritick van de woordvoer-

der van de Britse strijdkrachten

ten overstaan van cen groep bui-
tenlandse journalisten, wordt
door de nicuwszender uit Qatar in-
tegraal uitgezonden. Maar dc zen-
der reagcert nict op de verwijten,
en blijft de gelaakte beelden uit-
zenden,

Al-Jazira bereikt zo’n vijftig mil-
joen televisickijkers. De zender is
in het spel cen belangrijk, beweeg-
lijk schaakstulkk geworden, vooral
omdat hij in Qatar zit, niet ver van
het militaire hoofdkwartier van de
Amerikanen en de Britten. De beel-
den van Iraaksc slachtoffers en
westerse krijgsgevangenen die Al-
Jazira uitzendt, hebben cen ver-
woestend cffect op het Arabische
publick. In deze omstandigheden
is het voor de Amerikanen en Brit-
ten niet cenvoudig om dat publick
ervan tc overtuigen dat hun oorlog
cen bevrijdingsoorlog is.

Desalniettemin klinken telkens
ook weer kritische stemmen. Zo
toont Al-Jazira cen rcportage over
cen militair opleidingskamp van
de Iraakse oppositic in Hongarije;
de mensen praten voorzichtig, met
de rug naar de camera. In Erbil, in
het noorden van Irak, verklaarteen
vertegenwoordiger van de Koer-

den dat veel stadsbewoners naar
het platteland gevluche zijn, ,,uit
angst voor chemische wapens”.
Hij vocgt craan toc dat de Koerden
bang zijn om onder de¢ knoct van
Turkije of van een Iraaks regime na
Saddam te komen - en dat zij ecn
beperkte interventic van het Turk-
selegerin hun regio alleen zouden
tocstaan onder toezicht van de
Amecrikanen en de Koerden zelf.
EenIraakse commentator—geen
medewerker van de zender — zegt
vanuit Bagdad dart de Koerden en
de Irakezen ,,twee broedervolken™
zijn, en dat Saddams regime Kocr-
distan in het verleden cen ruime
mate van autonomie hecft tocge-

DE OORLOG OP TV

staan. De Koerd wijst die opmer-
king van de hand. Hij herinnert
aan de repressic waaronder de
Koerden steeds te lijden hebben
gchad. ,,De diversc Koerdische
partijen bchoren tot de Iraakse op-
positie”, voegt hij craan toe. En zij
strijden allemaal voor een demo-
cratisch, pluralistisch en federaal
Irak.

Tegenover de Arabische publie-
ke opinic dic en masse tegen de in-
vasic is, zijn de Koerden de cersten
die openlijke kritick op de dicta-
tuur laten horen — maar zij zijn
geen Arabieren.

Sélim Nasstb is schrijver en journalist.
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Dr. Geert Van Moorter telefonisch vanuit Bagdad, 29 maart, 6.30 u
Noodkreet van Dr. Geert Van Moorter
“Het is afschuwelijk hoe die smeerlappen burgers bombarderen!”

Bert De Belder, op basis van een live-interview met Geert op radio Veritas, de Filippijnen, en
een telefoongesprek van Geert met zijn zus Marijke.

Vannacht trok Dr, Geert Van Moorter naar
een klein zlekenhuis aan de rand van

=% Bagdad, twee uur nadat de plaatselijke al-
Masser markt geraakt was door een
kruisraket. De markt ligt in de Shula-wijk,
een van de armste wijken van de stad.

| Aan de telefoon met zijn zus Marijke is het
eerste wat Geert zegt: "Het is afschuwelijk,
'het is gruwelijk wat er nu allemaal gebeurt.

e ziekenhuizen zitten overvol, levenden

n doden worden binnengebracht, dokters
moeten over lijken stappen om de
eventuele overlevenden er tussenuit te
halen... Ze bombarderen nu dag en nacht,
de smeerlappen, en doelbewust op
burgers. Ze mikken op markten, zelfs een markt waar arme mensen langsgaan om een paar
ajuinen te kopen. Ze bombarderen niet één keer maar verschillende keren op dezelfde plaats. 't
Is een echte schande... Er is vast en zeker geen militair doelwit in de wijde omgeving. Er staan
geeneens grote gebouwen in de wijk, alleen burgerwoningen.”

Dan beschrijft Geert de situatie in het
hospitaal: “"Het ziekenhuis bocd een
aanblik als was het de hel, Complete
chaos. Overal bloed. Patiénten aan het
roepen en schreeuwen. Dokters die al het
mogelijke deden om hun patiénten te
redden. Een arts probeerde een kind van
twee jaar te reanimeren dat nog naar
adem hapte, maar tevergeefs... Het
gezondheidspersoneel liep wenend rond.
Een verpleagster zag een eigen familielid
onder de slachtoffers... Dat kleine
ziekenhuis telde vannacht 55 doden,
waaronder 15 kinderen.”

“Stel je eens voor”, zei Geert tegen zijn
zus, “jij die ook moeder bent: een moeder zit in het ziekenhuis, haar huis werd getroffen, één
van haar kinderen is dood en de twee andere liggen hier, zwaar gewond, Ze kijkt wezenloos
voor zich uit... Ik heb foto’s gemaakt, maar ze zijn té gruwelijk, ik kan die niet
doorsturen...” (wordt emotioneel) “Het is verschrikkelijk... Die corlog moet stoppen!”

http://www.irak be/ned/mi ssies/medicalmissioncolettegeert/verslag_29 maart 2003 htm 4-4-03
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“Wat hiert gebeurt, toont eens te meer dat
alle beweringen over een ‘chirurgische

t oorlog’ grove leugens zijn”, vervolgt Geert.
“Het is een vuile oorlog waarin de
burgerbevolking sterft. De meeste

€ clachtoffers zijn vrouwen en kinderen. Dit
is een misdaad tegen de menselijkheid.
Hopelijk zullen Bush en Blair het ooit voor
een rechtbank moeten komen uitleggen.”

De geest van verzet wordt er niet minder
om bij de Iraki's. “De mensen die we in het
hospitaal zagen, waren woedend"”, meldt
Geert. “Lafaards’, riepen ze, ‘ze vechten
niet met onze troepen, maar mikken in de
plaats op burgers!’ De mensen zijn nu heel

bedroafd, maar ook heel strijdbaar. Ze zijn woest op de Verenigde Staten en Groot-Brittannié,
‘ en zullen zich niet zo gauw overgeven.”

Geert wijst nog eens op de rol van Belgié. "Jullie moeten alles doen om die wapentransporten te
stoppen”, vraagt hij. "Leg je voor de treinen, keten je eraan vast. Als ik bedenk dat de bommen
die wij op onze kop krijgen, mogelijk door het Belgische luchtruim zijn gepasseerd ..."

http://www.irak be/ned/missies/medicalmissioncolettegeert/verslag 29 maart 2003 htm 4-4-03
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"l am his mother"
Jo Wilding, Electronic Iraq

29 March 2003

A miscile hit the middle of the strest outside the Omar Al Faroukh mosque on Palestii
at about 4:15 this afternoon, just as people were leaving after prayers. Ahmed was v
out behind his friend Umar when he heard an explosion and saw his friend fall. Umar
student at Rafidain College. He had fragments of shrapnel about 3cm long removed F
liver and abdomen. His lower ribs are fractured and his left hand has shrapnel wound
grandfather, Fuad Taher demands that Bush and Blair be charged and brought to co.

Anaother missile hit, close by, three minutes later, It wasn't ciear from the friends anc
relatives in the hospital whether it hit the other side of the road or hit a building, but
close by,

Akael Zuhair was standing in front of his house opposite the mosque: I'm not sure of
the first or second missile that hurt him, but he's in a dangerous state in hospital, wil
shrapnel wounds to his left shoulder, left chest, right forearm and possibly a piece |o
the frontal lobe of his brain. The doctors were waiting for a skull x ray to show wheth
plercing was superficial or deep. He's 20.

He began to regain consciousness while we were there, thrashing his limbs about wh
family and friends tried to hold him still and comfort him and his mum's tears overflo
am his mother," she whispered. Nothing else. 1 held her without a word.

His dad heard the explosion in the street and said the kids came running in to tell hin
was hit. "Help us," he said, "because we are attacked in homes and streets and mark
are not something to be squeezed, We are thankful to people in all the world, but esg
in America and England. More than a million peaple in England say no to war. There |
problem between people. There is a problem with gavernments.”

Firas Hamid was the last of the victims Lo come out of surgery, having had two fragr
removed from his liver and one from his kidnaey. His rnght arm has a compound fractu
keneath an open wound. He's 16 and, like Umnar and Ahmed, was leaving the mosqut

the explosion happened.

Again, no one could guess what the intended target was. All of the clusters of friends
famlily we took statements from said there was nothing mill@ry in the area, nor any

communications towers, which have been devastated in recent days. The most recen
about Spm today: the Al Baya tower. We know there were deaths but have as yet no
The El Alawlya was bombed yesterday morning in the early hours and two strikes on
and Thursday have wrecked the Al Ma'amoun. It's not possible to make even an eme
call and the doctors said people were coming in in private cars, delaying medical trea

Less than two miles north of the mosque and just 15 minutes parlier, Fawzia Kurbaar
her husband Najah Mohammed weré waiting for a taxi in the street near their home 1
said, "1 felt something strike my hand and legs and I fell to the ground."” He has a fra
right arm and index finger and shrapnel In his right thigh and abdomen. The doctor, |
Hamid Al-Araji, said he didn't think the shrapnel had caused any internal injury but h

keeping an eye.

They were fleeing Baghdad for a farm In the countryside, where about 20 families we
to stay. They'd sent their children anead of them and were waiting for a taxi to go an
them. They had all their possessians with them when it happened and didn't know ye
had happened to them - whether they'd lost everything or sameone had salvaged it f
Fawzia showed us what littie money they had left, dyed red with Najah's blood.

The doctors in the Al Kindi were doing a lot of tasks normally associated with nursing
checking and emptying and keeping up observations, because there's a total of 120 1

4-4-03
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a hospital which, for its size, needs about 550, I mentioned before that mast of the n
frag before the 1991 war were foreigners, who left en masse, more or less. Khalida,
nurse who never sleeps, said the international standard ratio is 4 nurses per doctor. |
the other way round: there's one nurse for every four doctors.

“So," says Dr Hamid, laughing. "I think the nurses are very lucky."

Intensive care units were also absent: Akael, with RS serious head wound, and Umar
his mangled liver, could both have better done with at least a blood pressure and he:
monitor but, after 12 and a half years of sanctions, most hospitals don't have enougt

waorking units, if any at all, many of the parts being embargoed as dual military and ¢
use.

A grain silo seems to have been the target of the attack at Sam on Thursday, about -
south of Baghdad on the main road to Wasit, Haitham Abid was driving a lorry past
missile landed close to the Grain Board building. The lorry crashed and the back part

fire. He wasn't sure whether he jumped from the cab or was pulled clear, but his righ
was badly broken.

All this as well as the bombing of another market yesterday, Al Shu'la: Dr Tarig said
were over 50 deaths and lots of injuries. Someone told me a day or two ago that [ w.
giving the US enough credit for its effarts to avaid civiiian casualties. I'm sorry, maykt
missing something, but I'm not seeing the fruits of their "efforts”. How is it that, whe
tombs and missiles are guided by the finest technology human minds have develope
can still land on a street outside a mosgue which is emptying, explode into the bodie:
elderly couples flagging down taxis and burn larries next to food silos.

Something's wrong. There are too many civilian casualties, too Far from military targ
all of these to be mistakes. Either they're hitting civilians on purpose, to whip up fear
hope of spurring rebellion, or their weapons are not as precise as they say, ir which
they're not suitable for use in an urban environment. There's no justification for using
weapons here, but if you can't hit @ military target without causing civilian casualties,
don't have the right to attack it.

The US has apparently claimed that some of this is done by the Iragi military to mak:
|ook bad. I can't rule that out. But anything that comes from an alrcraft, at least, is L
to be from the Iraqis. It's doubtful a plane would get far off the ground here without
attacked by the US/UK aircraft. Of course, when it's all over, the US will provide "pro
it was the Iragis, in the form of testimonies by people who will say anything they are
save their own necks, and we will probably never Know the full truth of who did what
whom. Meanwhile, and as ever, the people of Iraq are still dying, still the pawns in &
else's political games.

I'm being expelied from Irag. It looked, for a while, as If we were gaing to have ta le
morning, but we scored another two days, till Monday, "And then leave this hotel, Le
country.” Coming from the Foreign Ministry, there's not really any arguing with that.
no shame in it either, being booted out by this government, but it hurts, it aches. I c
goodbye to anyone because there are no phones and we can't go anywhere without &
and permission from the foreign ministry, and ['m not going to know if they're safe a
can't hold them when they're scared and their phones might not work for maonths, ne
mind e mall.

And It seems like, for a lot of journalists, this isn't a story anymaore. Apparently it's st
drag. Nothing is happening. "House destroyed by bomb" Is a story. *Second house de
by bormb" Is still a story. Another and another and yet another house destroyed by a

not. There was a flurry of excitement last night when the rumour began to circulate t
hospital had been bombed, but na - it was only another market, near a hospital. Whe
of them are leaving now, and that makes getting kicked out even more rubbish (I ha
search for a polite way to put that) because there are fewer and fewer witnesses.

So unless everything changes, tomorrow is my last day here, I realized today that it"
bulldings that rock in the aftershock of the explosions but the whole earth. It feels ex
same on the ground floor as on the fifth. The bombs have been more frequent today,
closer, than any other day.

Still, I'm going to miss it, miss the Iragis: I don't think there's anyone like them, soic
sharing warm bread and salty cheese curds with us, standing round a wooden sand-t
which does the job as a table, pouring glasses of sugary chai from a metal flask and .
one of them glggling llke schoolgirls, guns across their shoulders, while Sabah ciown:
face of it all, making jokes in mime about bambs falling, hugging the pillar behind hir
half-mock terror, telling us his huge burly mate gets his halr cut by his mum, snortin

http:ffelectmniciraq.netinews!494.shtml 4-4-03

|



Diaries: " y . ;
q Dianes: "I am his mother pagina 3 van 3

uncontrollable laughter.

At least I should make it home in time for my law exam on Thursday. Insha'Allah. Wi
waiting to hear from the drivers who went to the Jordanian border today.

Jo Wilding is based in Baghdad.
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Bombing of phone system another little
degradation

By Robert Fisk in Baghdad - 29 March 2003

hitp:/fargument.independent.co. uk/commentators/story jsp?story=391825

It's difficult to weep about a telephone exchange. True, the destruction of the local phone
system in Baghdad is a miserable experience for tens of thousands of Iragi families who
want to keep in contact with their relatives during the long dark hours of bombing. But the
shattered exchanges and umbilical wires and broken concrete of the Mimoun International
Communications Centre scarcely equals the exposed bones and intestines and torn flesh of
the civilian wounded of Baghdad.

The point, of course, is that it represents another of those little degradations which we (as in
“we, the West") routinely undertake when things aren't going our way in a war. Obviously,

@ 'we" hoped it wouldn't come to this. The Anglo-American armies wanted to maintain the
infrastructure of Baghdad for themselves — after they had "liberated" the city under a hail of
roses from its rejoicing people — because they would need working phone lines on their
arrival.

But after a night of massive explosions across the city, dawn yesterday brought the
realisation that communications had been sacrificed. The huge Rashid telecommunications
centre was struck by a cruise missile which penetrated the basement of the building. The
exchange in Karada, where Baghdadis pay their phone bills, was ripped open. No more.
Because "we" have decided to destroy the phones and all those "command and control"
systems that may be included, dual use, into the network.

So yesterday, most Baghdadis had to drive across town to see each other; there was more
traffic on the roads than at any time since the start of the war. Down, too, went Baghdad's
internet system. Iraqi television, a pale shadow of itself since the Americans bombed the
studios on Wednesday night, can be watched only between an increasing number of power
cuts.

So what's next? Each day, of course, brings news of events which, on their own, have no
great import but which, together, add a sinister, new dimension to the coming siege of
Baghdad. Yesterday, hundreds of tribesmen from across Irag gathered at the Baghdad
Hotel before meeting President Saddam Hussein.

The Iraqi tribes, ignored by the military planners and Washington pundits who think Iraq is
held together only by the Baath party and the army, are a powerful force, their unity
cemented by marriage and a network of families loyal to President Saddam who provide a
force as cohesive as the Baath party itself.

Tribesmen guard the grain silos and electricity generating stations around Baghdad. Two of
them were credited with disabling an Apache helicopter captured last week.

And yesterday, tribal leaders came from all over Irag, from Ninevah and Babylon and Basra
and Nasiriyah and all the cities of Mesopotamia.

President Saddam has already issued one set of orders which tells the tribesmen "to fight
[the Americans and British] in groups and attack their advance and rear lines to block the

http://www.robert-fisk.com/articles198.htm 4-4-03
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way of their progress ... If the enemy settles into a position, start to harass them at night ..."
f\nothe‘-r ?Iign of things to come. At least 20 international "human shields" - hitherto
guarding Power stations, oil refineries and food production plants — decided to leave Iraq
yesterday. So did all Chinese journalists, on instructions from their government. Not all the

optimistic claims from the Iragi government, a victory against US Marines outside Nasiriyah
was among them, could change their minds.

The nightly attacks long ago spread into the daylight hours, so the sound of aircraft and
rockets — | have several times actually heard the missiles passing over the central streets —
have acquired a kind of normality. A few stores have reopened. There are fresh vegetables

again. And like every blitzed people, Baghdadis are growing used to what has become a
dull, familiar danger. ;

Is this "shock and awe", | sometimes ask myself?

go to top

@  http://www robert:fisk com
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The Washington Times
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U.S. troops inflict 'so many deaths'

Oliver Poole
LONDON DAILY TELEGRAPH

Published April 4, 2003

BAGHDAD — As thick black smoke hung over the outskirts of Baghdad last night,
American troops stood stunned by the number of enemy forces they had killed.

Bodies dressed in the uniform of the Republican Guard and burned-out vehicles were
strewn around the roadways. Buildings were riddled with bullet holes.

"1 hope we don't experience anything like that again," said Sgt. Simon, 38, who gave
only one name. "It is like [the 1991 Persian Gulf war]. When I see that many bodies, I just
don't want to be here anymore."

As the unit regrouped on a stretch of open land, a soldier stood looking dazed.

"When do we know when it's over?" one Sgt. Scott said. "You could have sent two men
in to kill Saddam Hussein. Why did we have to kill so many people? There were so many
deaths today."

The forces from the Army's 3rd Infantry Division had fought their way from a
bridgehead secured over the Euphrates River north of Karbala, encountering strong
resistance from Republican Guard units stationed in the area. At the same time, the 1st U.S,
Marine Division moved northwest from Kut,

In a day of often-brutal fighting, the troops destroyed Iraqi units equipped with T-72
tanks and infantry armed with rocket launchers and mortars. Not one American was reported
killed.

From the back of an armored vehicle, the most vivid impression of the dash for Baghdad
was the impassive faces of three soldiers as the shell cases cascaded down from the volleys
of gunfire.

First Sgt. Jose Rosa stood half out of his hatch, loading grenades into a launcher and
firing them at targets indicated by hand signals from the rest of the crew.

Staff Sgt. Trey Black sat at the 25 mm cannon, rotating as he sprayed bursts of rounds.

Even the medic in the van behind had a weapon at his shoulder, joining the cacophony of
fire.

The air was thick with the smell of cordite.

Finally, there was a pause in the advance to call in an air strike on a foxhole ahead. News
had just come in of the unit's first casualty: a scout with a leg wound.

By the end of the day, there had been five casualties in the unit, including an Abrams
‘tank commander, Sgt. Gerald Pyle, whose vehicle was hit by three rockets fired from hand-
held launchers. None of the injuries was considered life-threatening.

Around 3 p.m., the first units moved into the edge of the capital, and troops conducted
house-to-house searches to ensure that no enemy forces were using them as cover. Abrams
tanks adopted defensive formations at key intersections.

By dusk, machine-gun fire and the occasional exploding shell could be heard. At one
point, sniper fire was directed close to the headquarters and supply area. Fires still burned
where targets had been destroyed by artillery and air strikes earlier in the battle,

Ina mosque, six Iraql soldiers and two armed civilians were captured with a cache of
weapons. A unit of engineers removed the weapons and destroyed them.

hitp://dynamic.washtimes.com/twit-print.cfm?ArticleID=20030404-56508184
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' A few residents ventured onto the streets. Occasionally, an individual or small group
Wwalked past, holding white flags. Medics gave two injured Iraqis first aid.

Soldiers passed out leaflets to the owners of the homes they searched. The leaflets
explained in Arabic that they had come to liberate the people. First Sgt. Rosa said he had
received a warm welcome in one of the |

10USES,
The owners offered him food and water, but a younger man, presumably their son, had
appeared more hostile.

"He did not have good body language," he said.

After two weeks of fighting, an advance of hundreds of miles
withstood mortar and sniper fire and sandstorms
overcome often ferocious pockets of
reached its objective.

A tank gunner surveyed the mud-colored, two-sto
junction and said:

in which the troops had
, felt constant fear of chemical attacks and
resistance, the 3rd Infantry Division had finally

ry buildings at a dusty suburban
"Idon't like the look of it much, but I guess we've arrived."

Copyright @ 2003 News World Communications, Inc. All rights reserved.

Return to the article
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Red Cross: Irag Wounded Too
High to Count

Sunday April 6, 2003 3:20 PM

GENEVA (AP) - The number of casualties in Baghdad is so
high that hospitals have stopped counting the number of
people treated, the International Committee of the Red Cross

said Sunday.

“No one is able to keep accurate statistics of the admitted and

transferred war wounded any longer as one emergency arrival

follows the other in the hospitals of Baghdad," the ICRC said in
a statement.

“Ambulances are picking up the wounded and running them to
the triage areas and on to hospitals,” it said. “"Some of the
wounded try to reach the nearest hospitals by foot."

The neutral Swiss-run organization - the main aid agency left
in Iraq - gave no eslimates on the number of deaths and did
not confirm U.S. Central Command estimates that between
2.000 and 3,000 Iraqi fighters were killed in Saturday's foray
into Baghdad by American armored vehicles.

*All of the hospitals are under pressure and the medical staff
is working without respite," said the ICRC statement. ™ Despite
the intense and desperate activity, hospital staff is still
managing the situation.”

But it said that hospitals urgently needed more water supplies.
Given the general power outage in Baghdad, most hospitals
and water installations are now being powered by backup
generators. It said it was getting many requests for service
spare parts and repairs for water plants.

The ICRC said that Red Cross delegates who reached the
southern city of Basra reported that the medical situation was
generally under control and that there were no signs of
epidemics. But it said it feared the worst for other hospitals
outsjde Baghdad and Basra.
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Russian Accuses U.S. of Firing
on Convoy

Monday April 7, 2003 5:20 PM

MOSCOW (AP) - Russia's ambassador to Irag on Monday
accused American froops of firing on his convoy outside
Baghdad, but a U.S. diplomat said it was still unclear who was
responsible for the incident, which Russian officials said
wounded at least four people.

Ambassador Vladimir Titorenko said U.S, forces fired on the
convoy - which was carrying Russian diplomats and journalists
toward Syria on Sunday - despite clear markings and efforts to
let them know it was not carrying fighters,

“The economic counselor tried to signal to let them know we
are foreigners but they fired at him and now he is suffering
wounds to the head,"” Titorenko told the Saudi-owned Al-
Arabiya satellite channel before heading for Syria.

“l informed Moscow and the embassy immediately that the
Americans opened fire on a Russian diplomatic car and on the
car of the Russian ambassador, which very clearly had the
Russian flag on it," said Titorenko, whose broken index finger
was bandaged.

He said that the firing from the Americans lasted 30-40
minutes, but it was unclear whether he meant that U.S. forces
fired at the convoy for that period of time. A Russian journalist
who was in the convoy said Sunday that it was caught in
crossfire while passing Iraqi positions near Baghdad's outskirts
and might have been hit by both U.S. and Iraqi forces.

A Russian Foreign Ministry spokesman said Russia had not
yet received any official information from either the United
States or the Iragis and was awaiting their conclusions.

A senior U.S. diplomat said the United States had assured
Russia that no harm was intended but was not accepting
responsibility. “It's still not clear how yesterday's incident
unfolded, but it does appear that the Russian convoy came
into an area where we were engaged in a firefight with Iraqi
forces," the diplomat said.

The diplomat said the United States had coordinated with the
Russians on the evacuation and had discussed various routes,

http://www.guardi an.co.uk/worldlatest/story/0,1280,-2539950,00.html]

Weblog Talk Search

12-4-03



ardian Unlimited | World Latest | Russian Accuses U S. of Firing on Convoy

Saddam's Hemetown

9:40 am

Weather Forecast for
Iraq and Kuwait

9:10 am

From the Associated Press

but had stressed that they could not offer absolute safety
guarantees because lrag is a war zone and much of the route
was not under U.S. control. The convoy was “'in the wrong
place at the wrong time," the diplomat said,

In Qatar, Brig. Gen. Vincent Brooks said the U.S. Central
Command had received reports about an exchange of gunfire
that hit part of the convoy, but he added ~we don't have ...
anything that would confirm the role of U.S. forces in that."

“We do know it went through a contested area, an area that
certainly had Iraqi forces present, and we fought those forces
later in the day,"” Brooks said.

Titorenko and most of the diplomats cressed into Tanef, Syria,
on Monday afternoon. A medically equipped Russian plane
was to take them to Moscow on Tuesday.

One of the Russian diplomats underwent surgery and was at
an Iragi-controlled hospital in Fallujah, 50 kilometers (30 miles)
west of Baghdad, on Monday, Foreign Ministry spokesman
Alexander Yakovenko said. Another diplomat stayed with him.

Yakovenko did not comment on Russian media reports that
bullet holes in the vehicle and a bullet removed from an injured
diplornat matched the caliber of bullets from an American M-16
rifle.

The U.S. diplomat said both sides recognized that the incident
would not affect U.S.-Russian ties. The shooting came as
Russia and the United States are seeking to ensure thaftheir
differences over the war, which Russia opposes, do not ruin
their relationship.

(pvs/sbglji)
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,sj_}J?‘f?gﬂ Reporters Without Borders accuses US military

wlitelis. 252: of deliberately firing at journalists
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Reporters Without Borders called today on US defense secretary
Donald Rumsfeld to provide evidence that the offices of the pan-
Arab TV station Al-lazeera and the Palestine Hotel in Baghdad were
not deliberately fired at by US forces earlier in the day in attacks
that killed three journalists.

“We are appalled at what happened because it was known that both
places contained journalists,” said the orgamisation's secretary-
general Robert Ménard. "Film shot by the French TV station France 3
.~ and descriptions by journalists show the neighbourhood was very
quiet at that hour and that the US tank crew took their time, waiting
2 for a couple of minutes and adjusting its gun before opening fire."

| "This evidence does not match the US version of an attack in self-
defence and we can only cenclude that the US Army deliberately and
without warning targeted journalists. US forces must prove that the
incident was not a deliberate attack to dissuade or prevent
journalists from continuing to report on what is happening in
Baghdad,” he said,

§ "We are concerned at the US army's increasingly hostile attitude
towards journalists, especially those non-embedded in its military
units. Army officials have also remained deplorably silent and
refused to give any details about what happened when a British ITN
TV crew was fired on near Basra on 22 March, killing one journalist
and leaving two others missing.

“Wery many non-embedded journalists have complained about being
refused entry to Irag from Kuwait, threatened with withdrawal of
accreditation and being held and interrogated for several hours, One
group of non-embedded journalists was held in secret for two days
and roughed up by US military police,” Menard said.

Ukrainian cameraman Taras Protsyuk (35), normally attached to
Reuters office in Warsaw, and Jose Couso, a Spanish cameraman for
the Spanish TV station Telecinco, were killed in today's attack on the
Palestine Hotel., Three other journalists were wounded when their
rooms were hit by a shell fired by the US tank.

Gen, Buford Blount, commander of the US Third Infantry Division,
admitted that the tank had fired a shell at the hotel. He claimed it
was in response to rocket fire and other shooting from the hotel,

Al-Jazeera cameraman Tarek Ayoub was also killed today in US
bombing of the pan-Arab TV station's offices elsewhere in the city.
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Reporters Without Borders defends !mprjsuned _;'auma}r'sts and press .
freedom throughout the world, as well as the right to inform the public and
to be informed, in accordance with Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. Reporters Without Borders has nine national sections (in
Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, and
the United Kingdom), representatives in Abidjan, Bangkok, Buenos Aires,
Istanbul, Montreal, Moscow, Nairobi, New York, Tokya and Washington and

mere than a hundred correspondents worldwide,
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Now here's another question the Iragis are asking — and to which | cannot provide an
answer. On 8 April, three weeks into the invasion, the Americans dropped four 2,000lb
bombs on the Baghdad residential area of Mansur. They claimed they thought Saddam was
hiding there. They knew they would kill civilians because it was not, as one Centcom
mandarin said, a "risk free venture" (sic). So they dropped their bombs and killed 14
civilians in Mansur, magst of them members gf a Christian family.
Vo, SRS Rog ke

The Americans said they couldn't be sure they had killed Saddam until they could carry out
forensic tests at the site. But this turns out to have been a lie. | went there two days ago.
Not a single US or British official had bothered to visit the bomb craters. Indeed, when |
arrived, there was a putrafying smell and families pulled the remains of a baby from the
rubble.

No American officers have apologised for this appalling kiling. And | can promise them that
the baby | saw being placed under a sheet of black plastic was very definitely not Saddam
Hussein. Had they bothered to look at this place — as they claimed they would — they would
at least have found the baby. Now the craters are a place of pilgrimage ior the pecple of
Baghdad.
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Dagboek uit Bagdad, 8 april: Dr, Geert Van Moorter per satelliettelefoon
Dr. Van Moorter verzorgt gewonde Britse cameraman

Terwijl Amerikanen gewonde Irakezen laten creperen...

Bert De Belder

: Vanmorgen

-8 beschoot een

- | Amerikaanse tank
&4 het Hotel Palestine,
waar zowat de hele
buitenlandse pers
verblijft die niet is
‘ingekwartierd’ bij
de Brits-
Amerikaanse
aanvalstroepen.
Toevallig bevond
Dr. Geert Van
Moorter zich toen

! net op de 159¢
verdieping van het
hotel (het Medical
Team van
Geneeskunde voor
de Derde Wereld
logeert in het
nabijgelegen
Sheraton Hotel).

Geert: “1k besefte
eerst niet goed dat er een bom was ingeslagen in het gebouw zelf, nauwelijks drie verdiepingen
lager”, zegt Geert. “Dan liep ik naar beneden. Als urgentiearts ben ik gewoon om in
noodsituaties mijn kalmte te bewaren en anderen te kalmeren, wat ik dan ook deed. Zo
begeleidde ik een vrouw die compleet flipte, in shock was, tot beneden. Pas toen Kwam men me
zeggen dat er gewonden waren. Een man van Reuters kwam met een noodpakket
medicamenten aandragen. Ik liep onmiddellijk mee naar de eerste gewonde, een Britse
cameran die Paul Pascual heet. Ik hielp hem in een klaarstaande wagen dragen en voerde het
eerste, viuchtige medisch onderzoek uit. Ik zag snel dat zijn toestand niet al te ernstig was, &n
wilde wachten op eventuele zwaardere gewonden, maar de chauffeur was zo zenuwachtig dat
hij meteen naar het dichtstbijzijnde ziekenhuis scheurde. Geen risicoloze rit, want het
bombarderen bleef doorgaan. We waren snel in het Saddam Center for Plastic Surgery. Zoals
veel hooggespecialiseerde hospitalen was dit echter al maanden voor de oorlog ingericht om
oorlogsslachtoffers op te vangen.

| Zes uur lang heb ik op de spoedgevallendienst
meegedraaid, samen met de toegewijde Iraakse artsen Dr,
Mehdi Abudi en Dr. Walid Al-Dun. Zo kon ik van binnenuit
de situatie in de hospitalen observeren. Een bepaald
geneesmiddel ontbrak dat nodig is voor een goede
algemene verdoving, en de fijne hechtdraad waarmee de
chirurg een doorgesneden pees aan de voet van onze
patiént wou hechten. Midden een van de operaties viel dan
nog de elektriciteit uit, en dus ook alle apparatuur voor de
monitoring van de toestand van de patiént. Met één lamp
en een eenvoudige beademingsmachine deden we verder...

hitp://wwo.irak be/ned/miss

LT

ies/medicalMissionColetteGeert/vers| ag 08 _april 2003 htm  12-4-03
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Er is ook een tekort aan ziekenhuispersoneel, om een heel simpele reden: veel
gezondheidswerkers geraken gewoon niet meer in het hospitaal door de corlog, of hebben
gewonden of doden in de familie, of willen eerst hun familie in veiligheid brengen. Tk zag de
radiologie-technicus het bloed van de vicer opkuisen, een vrijwilliger uit de buurt verpleegwerk
doen. Enkele ziekenhuizen zijn al volledig moeten geévacueerd worden omdat ze in
gevarenzones liggen. De Amerikaanse agressieoorlog schendt dus niet alleen het recht op
maar ook het recht op gezondheidszorg.”

"Het meest onder de indruk was ik van het verhaal van de anesthesist. De man had zijn vrouw
en drie kleine kinderen al dagenlang niet meer gezien. Ze wonen op de weg naar Hilla, in het
zuiden. Gisteren trok de dokter er even met een ambulance naartoe. Onderweg zag hij heel wat
lijken naast de baan, maar ook gewonden. Die waren door de oprukkende Amerikaanse troepen
zomaar genegeerd! De zoveelste schending van het internationaal recht door de VS! En dan
maar beelden tonen op CNN van Gl’s die handjes schudden en chocola uitdelen! Gelukkig
anesthesist slaagde de erin vier gewonden mee te nemen in zijn wagen, en hen veilig af te
leveren in het ziekenhuis voor verzorging.”

N.B.: De beelden van Dr. Van Moorter die de Britse cameraman verzorgt en begeleidt, zijn de
hele wereld rondgegaan: Al-Jazeera, CNN, TF1, VRT, VTM, de Cubaanse televisie,...!

P.S.: De andere drie artsen van het Medical Team Irak van Geneeskunde voor de Derde Wereld
— Harrie Dewitte, Claire Geraets en Colette Moulaert — waren niet in Hotel Palestine op het
moment van de bominslag. Zij stellen het goed, maar zijn vandaag door de gevechten niet in de
stad of naar de ziekenhuizen kunnen gaan.

[08/04/2003 - 16:40] uur dit bericht naar iemand...

Oorlog Irak: Twee cameramannen dood bij inslag hotel

Bij de beschieting van het Palestine
hotel in Irak door een Amerikaanse
tank is een Spaanse cameraman aan
zijn verwondingen bezweken. Dat heeft
zijn werkgever, Telecinco, in Madrid
meegedeeld. Ook een Oekraiense
cameraman van Reuters kwam om het
leven bij de beschieting, maakte het
Britse persbureau in Londen bekend. In
het Palestine hotel verblijven bijna alle
‘bisifenlandse journalisten. De Franse
televisie France 3 filmde de beschieting
van het hotel. Daarop is duidelijk te
: ; i zien hoe het kanon van de tank op het
e i hotel wordt gericht en na twee minuten
een obus afvuurt. De Spaanse regering zal uitleg aan Washington vragen over het incident,
vernam het Spaans persbureau EFE bij het Spaanse ministerie van Defensie. De Internationale
Journalistenvereniging IF] heeft de beschietingen van journalisten dinsdag als
"oorlogsmisdaden" veroordeeld. Algemeen secretaris Aidan-White stelt in een mededeling dat
de daders door het gerecht vervolgd moeten worden. Eerder op de dag werd een
correspondent van de Arabische nieuwszender al-Jazeera gedood bij een bombardement op het

kantoor van de tv-zender in Bagdad. (DWM)

http://www.irak be/ned/missies/medicalMissionColetteGeert/verslag_08_april_2003htm  12-4-03
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] g Killing the Messengers
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Deliberate or Accident: It Doesn't
Really Matter

By DAVID LINDORFF

iy . %
—— | —" oo . A AL SR,

When it comes to the killing of three
journalists by American troops in two separate
incidents in Baghdad over the last 24 hours,
there really are only two alternatives, neither
one of them very pleasant to contemplate.

Written by Ed Begley, Jr
Ulick Here for Details

Either the U.S. is targeting journalists to pu nish
those who are reporting honestly about the
horrors of the war (the bombing of the Al
Jazeera office) and to send a message to others

Rivent Stores not to get to close to the conflict (the tank blast
April 7, 2003 at the Palestine Hotel, home base formost of the
' foreign press corps), or else these were simply
David N. Gibbs the kinds of mindless, accidental yet inevitable
22-4-03
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Al Jazeera

c)); .00 )
Groteverslagenheid na aanval

4 cn zwarte dag voor de
E journalistiek." Zo opende
de nieuwslezer het
nicuwsbulletin van dinsdag. Door
Amerikaanse bommen verloor Al
Jazeera’s verslaggever in Bagdad,
Tarik Ayoub, zijn leven en raakte

een cameraman gewond.

Al Jazeera bracht een in memo-
riam van de gesneuvelde verslag-
gever en liet beelden zien van het
laatste gesprek met hem. Twee
uur voor z'n heengaan deed Tarik
nog verslag van een ruslig, nach-
telijk Bagdad. Hij vroeg zich af of
het de stilte voor de storm was.

De Libanese minister van Infor-
matie noemde de actie van de
Amerikanen schandelijk en sprak
van een oorlogsmisdaad. Ook liet
Al Jazeera de voorzitters van de
Britse en Jordaanse journalisten-
bonden aan het woord, en toonde
de zender beelden van de pers-
conferentic van de Amerikaanse
generaal Brooks.

Correspondent Omar al Issaoui
berichtte vanuit Qatar dat de pers
daar niet overtuigd was van de
uitleg die Brooks gaf over de
bombardementen. Volgens Al Is-
saoui wisten de. Amerikaanse in-
lichtingendiensten zeer goed dat
de kantoren van Al Jazecra en de

Dhabi niet in de buurt staan van
strategische doelen, en dus ook
nict per abuis geraakt kunnen
zijn. Het kantoor van Al Jazeera
staat naast een hotel, en niet, zo-
als de Amerikanen beweerden,
naast het ministerie van Informa-
tic.

De doorgaans afstandelijke ver-
slaggevers van Al Jazeera konden
ditmaal hun woede en hun wan-
trouwen over de motieven achter
de bombardementen niet verhul-
len. Ecn verslaggever in Bagdad
zet dal het geen vergissing kon
zijn, omdat het kantoor maar
liefst driemaal gebombardeerd
werd met tussenpozen.

Terwijl de internationale pers
zich steeds meer afvraagt waar
Saddam Hussein is, beperkie Al
Jazeera zich gisteren tot een
vraaggesprek met een deskundige
in Cairo over de vraag waarom
Amerika toch zulke verwoede po-
gingen doet om Saddam te elimi-
neren, als minister van Defensie
Rumsfeld beweert dat het er niet
toe doet of hij nog leeft of niet.

Ondanks de grote verslagen-
heid onder de verslaggevers over
de dood van Tarik, gaat Al Ja-
zeera door. Maar de zender trekt
de journalisten uit Bagdad terug.

| eveneens getroffen zender Abu Hassnae Bouazza
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BAGHDAD BOY SHOWS
JESUS GOT OFF LIGHT

it

- i

Ali Tsmaeel Abbasne

9th April, 2003 by Fintan Dunne
Editor hitp:/www. GulnFuture.com

Ali Ismaeel Abbasne has destroyed my concept of Christianity.
I always thought that Jesus suffered terribly, so God could
forgive mankind for it's sins. But, Jesus got off light.

It's down to Ali to finish the job.

This Christianity of yours, Jesus --is a farcical, dismal failure.

Twelve-year-old Ali Abbasne was blasted into unconsciousness while still
asleep. When he awoke in hospital it must have seemed to the Iragi boy that he
was having a horrific nightmare. Could it really be true that a US bomb had
robbed him of his arms, his mother, his father, his brothers, his sisters and his

Baghdad home?

"Can you help get my arms back? Do you think the doctors can get me another
pair of hands?" Abbasne asked. "I want to become a doctor, but how can 17 1
don't have hands," he told Reuters. "If I don't get a pair of hands I will commit

suicide."
See what I mean, Jesus,

Don't bother telling me about how they crucified you. At least you had arms
with which to be crucified.

http://homepage.eircom.net/~gulufuture/baghdad _jesus.htm 12-4-03
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aArl;ci:Dduc;nf:t ::;other teginﬁ mfe about your legacy. The people who did this to Alj
Ollowers. Both of their war leade a 15t i
i e i rs are Christians who claim to have

Yﬂu‘ had it easy, Jesus. You had a
family most of your life. You had
arms with which to be a carpenter.
You had hands with which to heal
the sick. Ali has nothing. Nothing,
Jesus. Ali has nothing at all. Your
followers robbed him of everything.

Don't tell me about your scourging

and your crown of thorns. Ali's body
is scourged with burns for the rest of &3
his life. Ali's mind will be ringed :
with a crown of thorns for all the rest
of his days. Your pain was short. :

Don't tell me how they forced you to
carry your own cross. Your burden
was light. Ali will bear his for a
lifetime. No wonder your mission
failed. You had it too easy

No wonder your followers are nowhere to be seen, as their soldiers butcher the
children of Iraq in your name, and in the name of a democracy that means rule
by the rich. Where are your followers now?

They are bitching about the price of Iragi oil to feed their gas guzzlers. They
are dining out on the blood of Traqi children. They are greedily speculating on
the stock market gains from a war. They are lustfully eyei ng their neighbor's
house with dreams of owning a larger one. They are mindlessly sniggefing at
the latest talk show joke. They are pampering themselves and their children”
with luxurious pleasures and sparkling trinkets. e

Meanwhile, two-and-a-half-year-old
Ali Najour, lies in agony, clothes
soaked with blood. Meanwhile,
eleven-year-old Safa Karim, bleeds
internally from an American bomb
fragment in her stomach, as she twists
in agony against the rags that secure
her wrists and ankles to what is her
death bed. They are an abomination,
are your followers.

Yes, I grant that you were wise. And I

accept that your intelligence
penetrated the veil of lies --as has the insight of great prophets. But, no wonder
you cried out "Father, why hast Thou forsaken me?" Because He had You

must not have suffered enough.

Listen instead to Ali, my God.
http://homepage.eircom.net/~gulufuture/baghdad jesus htm 12-4-03
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We didn't want war. I was scared of this war," says Ali. "Our house was just a

they want to bomb us?"

y arms back? Do you think the doctors can get me another

pair of hands?" Ali Abbasne asks.

Are you listening God?

Here is you sacrificial Lamb. Here is Ali

Abbasne. Served up

Listen to his words and feel them move Your
heart. Open Your eyes to his tortured

innocence. Open Yo
Do not forsake him,

children of Iraq for whom he is a symbol.

If the suffering of an
measure, then Ali is
overflowing. Anoint

Kingdom. Forget the Christians. It is Ali who

must move You.

Blessed be Ali Abbasne. Blessed be his name.

to you by Christians.

ur heart to his suffering,
Do not forsake the other

innocent lamb is your
filling that cup to
him, and usher in your

Fintan Dunne is an independent Irish Jonrnalist

Once, he thought he was

Author's Note: Already

a Chyistian,

I have had reaction from people who think this is an anti-Christian

message. OF course, many others have realized that 11 15 a suble Christian appeal from one
who knows that Christ left it lo us to implement the Christian ethos. Ali is testimony to our

failure - not Christ's.

This article was to designed to confront Christians who justify war with the words of Christ:

"Assuredly, [ say to you,

inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you

did 1t 1o Me." [ seek to drive home the truth that the crucifixion of Christ was as nothing 1o
what we have done to one who is "the least of My brethren.” i wanted to cut through the

hypocrisy of a "just war”
child is as much a Christ

waged by two lands full of Christians, And to show that a Muslim
lo God,

As we visil a horror worse than crucifixion on Ali Ismaeel Abbasne, we crucify Christ more
horribly than the first time, All of us. None without some guilt. All of us must work for peace
and the end to war. Which part of "Thou Shalt not Kill," don't we get? No more little Christ's

to be crucified, please.

GuluFuture Homepage

See Also:
The Human Tol] of t

he Butcher of Basra
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Al Ismaell Abbasne has destroyed my concept of Ch ristianity.
I always thought that Jesus suffered terribly, so God could
forgive mankind for it's sins. But, Jesus got off light.

It's down to Ali to finish the job.
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SMALL CIA RENT-A-MOB FLOWN IN
TO PULL DOWN SADDAM STATUE

Shi'ite Group to Boycott U.S. Talks on Iraq
"We are not going to take part in this meeting in Nassiriya.
We think this is part of General Garner's rule of Iraq and we are not going to be
part of that project at all," said Hamid al-Bayati, the London representative
of the Supreme Council for the Islamic Revolution in Iraq (SCIRI).

Journalists Die, Networks Lie...
LINDA §. HEARD
"Those people who are giving the orders to fire upon journalists
want them to flee in terror. We must not see the criminal acts
yet to be perpetrated against the civilians of Baghdad.
We have seen too much already. "

GuluFuture was first to report Kate Adie's revelations
See our exclusive report here

Reporters Without Borders accuses US military
of deliberately firing at journalists
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Baghdad diaries, April 9, 6:19 p.m.

Dr. Geert Van Moorter through satellite telephone

“We have lost count of the civilian casualties!”
“We won't concede to those damned GIs!”

Bert De Belder

“Today, (Dr.) Harrie (Dewitte) and me witnessed the dastardly acts of those so-called
‘liberators.’ This morning we went to the Saddam Center for Plastic Surgery in order to hand
over the medicines and surgical supplies from Belgium and to check on the British
cameraman I treated yesterday. We were not able to leave the hospital anymore for the rest
of the day. We were trapped because the hospital was in the line of fire. Moreover, so many
patients with serious injuries were brought in that we were busy the whole time. We've seen
at least 35 to 40 heavily injured patients arrive and some six dead, all of them civilians.
Actually, the Iraqi authorities have lost count of the civilian casualties and so do we.”

“De U.S. troops even peppered the hospital’s ambulance with bullets! I saw the ambulance
arrive, its body dented and windows shattered. It took me a while to realize that this was the
same ambulance that had left with three casualties a couple of minutes before. The doors
were jammed, the driver was wounded behind the wheel, his assistant in the passenger seat
was covered with blood. It was a miracle that the driver had been able to bring his vehicle
back to the hospital. The patients were in agony. One of them had taken one more bullet in
the chest; I saw the blood gushing from his open chest wound.”

“We are sure it were American bullets that had riddled the ambulance. After the incident I
wanted to confront the Americans with what they had done. There was no driver anymaore
for the second ambulance so I went to them with a Reuters team. At about 300 meters from
the American tank involved, I went down with a white flag, hands in the air, and shouting: 'I
am a medical doctor!’ When I was near, I yelled to the GIs: “Do you realize what you have
done? You shot at an ambulance!” It must have been very clear anyway as the vehicle had a
big flag with the Red Crescent. An American soldier answered: "It could have been filled with
explosives!” In reality, the vehicle was carrying three patients and two paramedics—all of
them heavily wounded now. Intentionally shooting at an ambulance is the umpteenth
violation of international humanitarian law by the American aggression force in Irag.”

“The hospital was like hell. We didn’t have any oxygen anymore or supplies for intubation.
The doctors were sad and many of them were in tears when they saw how the paramedics
were shot at in cold blood. After half an hour a bus arrived at the hospital, also riddled with
American bullets, Many injured; shouting; pushing and shoving; chaos;... . Some cars
followed, some of them with dying patients. Blood was everywhere. A tragedy. So much fr
the “liberation’ of Baghdad.”

Medical Aid for the Third World’s Medical Team is safe and sound and stays in the Sheraton
Hotel. “The ‘liberators’ are just passing by here,” Geert announces cynically while we are
talking on the phone. “Surreptitiously, Colette was able to give one of them a nudge and
push another one aside. We are not going to concede to those GIs! I already walked to their
tanks, my fists angrily clenched deep in the pockets of my white jacket. Today we have
witnessed very clearly how this so-called ‘liberation’ is actually a bloodbath, with countless

civilian casualties.”

.-r||
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Is there some element in the US military

that wants to take out journalists?

By Robert Fisk in Baghdad - 09 April 2003

http://argument.independent co.uk/commentators/story.jsp?story=395412

First the Americans killed the correspondent of al-Jazeera yesterday and wounded his
cameraman. Then, within four hours, they attacked the Reuters television bureau in
Baghdad, killing one of its cameramen and a cameraman for Spain's Tele 5 channel and

wounding four other members of the Reuters staff.

Was it possible to believe this was an accident? Or was it possible that the right word for
these killings — the first with a jet aircraft, the second with an M1A1 Abrams tank — was
murder? These were not, of course, the first journalists to die in the Anglo-American
invasion of Irag. Terry Lloyd of ITV was shot dead by American troops in southern Irag, who
@ apparently mistook his car for an Iragi vehicle. His crew are still missing. Michael Kelly of
The Washington Post tragically drowned in a canal. Two journalists have died in Kurdistan.
Two journalists — a German and a Spaniard — were killed on Monday night at a US base in

Baghdad, with two Americans, when an Iragi missile exploded amid them.

And we should not forget the Iragi civilians who are being killed and maimed by the hundred
and who — unlike their journalist guests — cannot leave the war and fly home. So the facts of
yesterday should speak for themselves. Unfortunately for the Americans, they make it look

very like murder.

The US jet turned to rocket al-Jazeera's office on the banks of the Tigris at 7.45am local
time yesterday. The television station's chief correspondent in Baghdad, Tariq Ayoub, a
Jordanian-Palestinian, was on the roof with his second cameraman, an Iraqgi called Zuheir,
reporting a pitched battle near the bureau between American and Iragi troops. Mr Ayoub's
colleague Maher Abdullah recalled afterwards that both men saw the plane fire the rocket
as it swooped toward their building, which is close to the Jumhuriya Bridge upon which two

American tanks had just appeared.

"On the screen, there was this battle and we could see bullets flying and then we heard the
aircraft," Mr Abdullah said.

"The plane was flying so low that those of us downstairs thought it would land on the roof —
that's how close it was. We actually heard the rocket being launched. It was a direct hit —
the missile actually exploded against our electrical generator. Tariq died almost at once.

Zuheir was injured.”

Now for America's problems in explaining this little saga. Back in 2001, the United States
fired a cruise missile at al-Jazeera's office in Kabul — from which tapes of Osama bin Laden
had been broadcast around the world. No explanation was ever given for this extraordinary
attack on the night before the city's "liberation"; the Kabul correspondent, Taiseer Alouni,
was unhurt. By the strange coincidence of journalism, Mr Alouni was in the Baghdad office

yesterday to endure the USAF's second attack on al-Jazeera.

Far more disturbing, however, is the fact that the al-Jazeera network — the freest Arab
television station, which has incurred the fury of both the Americans and the lraq;
authorities for its live coverage of the war — gave the Pentagon the co-ordinates of its

http://www. robert-fisk. com/articles217 htm 12-4-03
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Et?a?gfeadd office two months ago and received assurances that the bureau would not be

ThE-r} on Monday, the US State Department's spokesman in Doha, an Arab-American called
Nabil ‘Khoun,‘ visited al-Jazeera's offices in the city and, according to a source within the
QatarJ satellite channel, repeated the Pentagon's assurances. Within 24 hours, the
Americans had fired their missile into the Baghdad office.

The ne;t assault, on Reuters, came just before midday when an Abrams tank on the
Jamhuriya Bridge suddenly pointed its gun barrel towards the Palestine Hotel where more
than 200 foreign journalists are staying to cover the war from the Iraqi side. Sky Television's
David_ Chater noticed the barrel moving. The French television channel France 3 had a
crew in a neighbouring room and videotaped the tank on the bridge. The tape shows a
bubble of fire emerging from the barrel, the sound of a detonation and then pieces of
paintwork falling past the camera as it vibrates with the impact.

In the Reuters bureau on the 15th floor, the shell exploded amid the staff. It mortally
wounded a Ukrainian cameraman, Taras Protsyuk, who was also filming the tanks, and
seriously wounded another member of the staff, Paul Pasquale from Britain, and two other
journalists, including Reuters' Lebanese-Palestinian reporter Samia Nakhoul. On the next
floor, Tele &'s cameraman Jose Couso was badly hurt. Mr Protsyuk died shortly afterwards.
His camera and its tripod were left in the office, which was swamped with the crew's blood.
Mr Couso had a leg amputated but he died half an hour after the operation.

The Americans responded with what all the evidence proves to be a straightforward lie.
General Buford Blount of the US 3rd Infantry Division — whose tanks were on the bridge —
announced that his vehicles had come under rocket and rifle fire from snipers in the
Palestine Hotel, that his tank had fired a single round at the hotel and that the gunfire had
then ceased. The general's statement, however, was untrue.

| was driving on a road between the tanks and the hotel at the moment the shell was fired —
and heard no shooting. The French videotape of the attack runs for more than four minutes
and records absolute silence before the tank's armament is fired. And there were no snipers
in the building. Indeed, the dozens of journalists and crews living there — myself included —
have watched like hawks to make sure that no armed men should ever use the hotel as an
assault point.

This is, one should add, the same General Blount who boasted just over a month ago that
his crews would be using depleted uranium munitions — the kind many believe to be
responsible for an explosion of cancers after the 1991 Gulf War — in their tanks. For
General Blount to suggest, as he clearly does, that the Reuters camera crew was in some
way involved in shooting at Americans merely turns a meretricious statement into a libellous
one.

Again, we should remember that three dead and five wounded journalists do not constitute
a massacre — let alone the equivalence of the hundreds of civilians being maimed by the
invasion force. And it is a truth that needs to be remembered that the Iragi regime has killed
a few journalists of its own over the years, with tens of thousands of its own people. But
something very dangerous appeared to be getting loose yesterday. General Blount's
explanation was the kind employed by the Israelis after they have killed the innocent. Is
there therefore some message that we reporters are supposed to learn from all this? Is
there some element in the American military that has come to hate the press and wants to
take out journalists based in Baghdad, to hurt those whom our Home Secretary, David
Blunkett, has maliciously claimed to be working "behind enemy lines". Could it be that this

http://www.robert-fisk.com/articles217.htm g
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™
claim — that international correspondents are in effect collaborating with Mr Blunkett's

enemy (most Britons having never support i : o g
some kind of a death sentence? pported this war in the first place) — is turning into

Lme::eﬂr rf;y;?ub. | have brcad;.ast during the war from the rooftop on which he died. | tald
st ©asy a target his Baghdad office would make if the Americans wanted to
Prc Yk verage — seen across the Arab world — of civilian victims of the bombing. Mr

rotsyuk of Reuters often shared the Palestine Hotel's elevator with me. Samia Nakhoul,

who is 42, has been a fri_end and colleague since the 1975-90 Lebanese civil war. She is
married to the Financial Times correspondent David Gardner.

Yesterday afternoon, she lay covered in blood in a Baghdad hospital. And General Blount

dared to imply that this innocent woman and her brave colleagues were snipers. What, |
wonder, does this tell us about the war in lraq?

‘The American forces knew exactly what this hotel is'

Tf':e Sky News correspondent David Chater was in the Palestine Hotel when the hotel was
hit by American tank fire. This is his account of what happened.

'l was about to go out on to the balcony when there was a huge explosion, then shouts and
screams from people along our corridor. They were shouting, 'Somebody's been hit. Can
somebody find a doctor?' They were saying they could see blood and bone.

"There were a lot of French journalists screaming, 'Get a doctor, get a doctor'. There was a
great sense of panic because these walls are very thin. "We saw the tanks up on the
bridge. They started firing across the bank. The shells were landing either side of us at what
we thought were military targets. Then we were hit. We are in the middle of a tank battle.

‘I don't understand why they were doing that. There was no fire coming out of this hotel —
everyone knows it's full of journalists.

"Everybody is putting on flak jackets. Everybody is running for cover. We now feel
extremely vulnerable and we are now going to say goodbye to you." The line was cut but
minutes later Chater resumed his report, saying journalists had been watching American
forces from their balconies and the troops had surely been aware of their presence,

"They knew exactly what this hotel is. They know the press corps is here. | don't know why
they are trying to target journalists. There are awful scenes around me. There's a Reuters
tent just a few yards away from me where people are in tears. It makes you realise how
vulnerable you are. What are we supposed to do? How are we supposed to carry on if
American shells are targeting Western journalists?"

go fo top o
ﬂib:ﬂwvm.mberl—ﬁslg._cqm s e
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Washington waarschuwt
journglisten voor gevaren

WASHINGTON, 4 AFRIE. He
Amerikaanse ministerle van De-
fensie heelrgeregd de dood van di-
verse journaliscen, glsteren In Bag-
dad, te betreuren. Maar her heeft
cvenecns gewaarichuwd voor de
gevaren vin de oarlog. Oorles 15
cen geeaarlijke, gevaarijke bezig-
heid™, zel defensicwossrvoerder
Victorla Clarle.

Clarke reageerde dasrmes op
een galf van kritick madar dele
Joummalisten de desd vonden door
Amerikaans geweld. Gisteren kwa-
men eca Spanjaard en cen Ookrale-
ner om her leven woen hion okl
werd beschoten door cen Amerl-
kaanse tanle Diezelfde dag werd
ecil Jordaanse Jjournallss wan de
Arabische satellietzender Al-Jazir
bij cen Amerikaong luchebombar-
dement gedood,

wWe zijn in oarlog. Er wordt ge-
vochten in Bagdad. Onze trecpen
werden beschoien en zij hebben
gebruik gemaakt van hun reche ap
2eliverdediging”, zei Clarke naar
annfciding van de Amerilkaanse be-
schieting van her Polestine Hoaef,
de plele wazr de meeste buirens
landse journalisten in Bagedad ver-

blijven. ,.We doen ons uitersee best
ant journalisten oo beschermen.”

Maar her Amedkianse Comig
voor de Bescherming van Journa-
listen neeme gesn genocgen met
die verklaring, Her Comité heelt
van het Amerilinanse minisoerie
wan Defensle geEisn dat er egn an-
derzock liomt naar het incldent cn
de aanval ap et leaitaor van Al-Ja-
zira, 0ok de mensenrechrenorga-
nigatic  Amnedy  Imternational
hecit daar om geveaagd.

Het iscen civiel gebouw dac be-
scherming gedier onder internas
tionale  humanitaire wergeving,
tenij de VS lunnen santonen dac
het Palestine Horel voor militire
doclen werd gebruikn™, aldus Am-
neszy lneen verklaring.

Clarke begen de regulicee pers-
conferentic van het Penmgon gis-
teren met het witsprcken van haar
leedvrezen gver de dood van dedrie
Journallsten. Masr ze woegde daar
welaan toc datrze de ‘ingekwartice-
de’ pers, de zeshonderd journalis-
ten dicoporekloen mer Amerikaan-
e ¢n Britse legereenheden, er dile-
wils op hooft gowezen hoe gevaar-
lijle de siowatic in Irak is. Tk heb

heogsipersoonlijk mer zo'n drie
honderd nicnwsorganisaries en n-
dividuele  corréspondenten  ge-
sprokon. De inhond van jeder van
dic gesprekiien was dat oorlag een
gevaaclijke bezigheid i en dag je
nigr veilig bent in oorlogsgebicd.”

Buitenlandse journabisten, san-
wezig tn en rond het Palestine Ha-
tel op her momént dat her gebouw
daor de Ameorikannse tnl ander
vuur werd genomen, hebben ge-
zegd dar volgens hun wasrneming
grci fprake was van scherpachur-
tersafandere schictende milinele-
denin het hoezl,

Dok collega’s van de omgeho-
men Jordaanse relevisiciournalise
berw)felen of het Amerikaanse
bombardement op de wifl woar
het kanteor van Al-Jaziza was go-
vesrigd, cen VErgissing is gewost,
De in Cgioar gwrs:iguc 2endir
overweegt i zijn vier in Bagdad
achrergebleven  cofrespondenien
terug 1o halen. Dok de enige i
Amerikannse trespen 'ingelowar-
tlerde” journalist zal Irak verlaten,

In rotaal zijn ten journalistey
tijclens e earlog in Itk om bher le.
ven pekomen.

Door onee redactour

KanpL Kxre

NOTYERDAM, O APRIL. Een e
maal nade beschicting van het Fa-
lestine Meridian Hotel, waarbij
en Spaanse ¢n con Gekrafonse
Journalist bet leven verloren, is
mbee dhiaidelijle war met het enhele
schot wend beoogd. Uit videobecl-
den blijht dat or geen spralie was
van cen aplit serond-bestissing,
Een van de twee Amerikaanie
Abrams-tanks die op de Jumbhuri=
ya-brug overde Tigris pasitic had-
den ingenomen nam het hotel
Ealm in het wlgicr cn loste toen
cen schot.

Genernal-majoor Buford
Blount, commiandant van de Jde
infantericdivisic, heeft verldaarnd
dat zijn tanls ecn schot afvinir-
den nadat ze werdem beschoaten
door smallarms" en rocket pro-
pelled grenades”, Het Centraal
Commando in Catar heedt dese
beschieting, volgens het Amerd-
leaanse televisienotwerk CN, als
psubstantiec]” vijandelijle vour
beschreven. Maar jourmalisven dic
L hee hatel aanwezis waren toch
het schioe viel bebben gezegd dat
er nict vanuit her gebouw s go-
schoten. Anderzipls valt nieroitne
sluiren dat or vanuit de ourgevingy
van het hotel is gevuurd, want de
ostelijlie oover van de Tigris
{waar het hoiel staa] was gistercn
nog oict in handen van de Ameri-

Aanval op
‘Palestine’
roept veel
vragen op

hamen. Colis nictondenlibaae dae
de vele camera™s met telelenzen
die vaiaf de horel-balhens op de
tanlis werden gericht de indruk
wbiton dar er weldea beschictin-
gen zowden volgen. Hee Abrams-
schot trof de hoogste verdiepin-
gen {14 on 15 van het hotel on was
misschien gericht op—vermecnde
- schutters op hordal,

Dan nog is de actie raadielach-
tig. Her Palestine Horel bevinde
zich op ongeveer 1750 meter van
de Jumbmriya-brug, ¥anaf zo’n af-
stand is infanteric-vomr nauwe-
lijlis cen bedreiging voor oon
Abrams-tonk.

Hee meest heelt deze bn Bagdad
nog i duchten van de zogenoem-
de recket propelied grenades, de on-
geloide. gramaten met rakbetaan-
drijving die vanaf de schouder
worden afgevuurd. De Iraakse mi-
nister van Informatie Moham-

med AbSahhaf heeft geregd de
RrG-7's het favoriete wapen in
om tanls mes ¢ bestrijden, Die
zouden overal in Bagdad worden
tngezer. Voor dic wapens wordt
cen effccriel bercik tegen sril-
staande doclen van zo'n vijfhan-
derd moter opgegeven. Schisten
vamaf et Palestine Hotel met cen
RI'G heeft geen zin,

Terngschicten vanaf de bruz
met een @nligranaat, anders dan
met de bedoeling te intimideren,
is militair ook ongebruikelijk.
Het is verspllling van de schaarse
munitic (er zijn maar veertig gra-
maren aan boord) en de Kans cen
verdelit  opgestelde  infanterie-
schutter of een milithelid te mken
is hlein. Yoordestrijd tegen infan-
teristen is de tmnl ultgeruse met
imitraillcurs.

Rese de veaag of de tankoom-
miandant wist dat hij op cen hotel
tiee schieten. Vanal de brigg aver
de Tigris kel hif schuin tegen de
achberiant van het Palestine Ho-
tel ann en het is nier zeker of de
naam op het dak vanaf die positic
to bezom was,

Maar het is mocilijl voorseel-
lraar dar zijn detailkaart nleraan-
gafdacde rwee, drie grbouwen dic
op de oostelifke Tigris-oevers hoos
boven de omgeving uittorenen
hotels waren: het P ne,
Sheraton ¢n het Novetel. ™
nansten tussen veleande,
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Dagboek uit Bagdad, 9 april, 18.10 u: Dr. Geert Van Moorter per
satelliettelefoon

“We kunnen de dode en gewonde burgers niet meer tellen”
“Wij laten ons niet doen door smeerlappen van GI's!”

Bert De Belder

*(Dr.) Harrie (Dewitte) en ik zijn
vandaag rechtstresks getuige geweest
van de smeerlapperij die de
zogenaamde ‘bevrijdingstroepen’
uitgericht hebben. Vanmorgen trokken
we naar het Saddam Center for Plastic
Surgery, om de uit Belgie
meegebrachte geneesmiddelen en
chirurgisch materiaal af te geven, en
Wl om de Britse cameraman die ik
S| gisteren verzorgde te bezoeken. We
3 zijn heel de dag het ziekenhuis niet
meer uitgeraakt. Enerzijds zaten we
geblokkeerd, want het hospitaal lag
midden in de vuurlinie. Anderzijds
i kwamen er zoveel zwaargewonden

i binnen dat we de hele tijd de handen

: e ' 2ol vol hadden. We hebben zeker 35 a 40
zwaargewonden zien blnnenbrengen en een zesta! doden, allemaal burgers. Maar exact zijn ze
niet meer te tellen, noch door de Irakese gezondheidsdiensten, noch door ons.’

“De VS-troepen hebben zelfs de ambulance van het ziekenhuis met kogels doorzeefd! Ik zag die
ziekenwagen komen aanrijden, met de carosserie ingedeukt, de ruiten stuk. Het duurde even
voor ik doorhad dat het de ambulance van 'ons’ ziekenhuis zelf was, die even tevoren drie
gewonden was gaan wegbrengen! De deuren van de wagen zaten dichtgeklemd, de chauffeur
lag zwaargewond achter het stuur, zijn helper naast hem zat ook onder het bloed. Een wonder
dat de chauffeur de auto, met de drie zwaargewonden achterin, nog had kunnen terugrijden. De
patiénten lagen werkelijk te zieltogen, een ervan had nog een extra kogel in de borstkas

. gekregen, ik zag het bloed uit zijn opengereten long gutsen...”

+1"1n het ziekenhuis was het de hel. We beschikten

"M niet meer over zuurstof of intubatiemateriaal. De

28l artsen liepen er versiagen bij, velen weenden bij

a2 het zien hoe hun collega’s-ambulanciers in koelen
] bloede waren afgemaakt... Een halfuur later kwam

:: een bus aan bij het ziekenhuis, ook met

gewonden, geroep, getrek, chans... Enkele auta's
B volgden nog, soms met stervende mensen erin,
bloed overal, een afschuwelijk drama! En dat
noemen ze dan de ‘bevrijding’ van Bagdad!”

Het Medical Team van Geneeskunde voor de Derde
Wereld bevindt zich veilig en wel in het Sheraton
. . Gidl Hotel. "De ‘bevrijders’ passeren hier juist”, meldt
Geert cymsch t!_]dErIE het telefac:-ngesprek “Colette geeft er een heimelijk een stamp, een
andere een duw. We gaan ons door die GI's niet laten doen, hoor! Tk ben ook al eens tot een
van hun tanks gewandeld, met mijn handen, uit boosheid tot vuisten gekneld, diep in de zakken
van mijn witte doktersjas. We hebben vandaag heel concreet en keihard meegemaakt hoe die

http J/www.irak be/ned/missies/medicalMissionColetteGeert/verslag_09_april 2003 htm 12-4-03
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Z0oge ' T i
genaamde “bevrijding’ één groot bloedbad is geweest, met tientallen burgerslachtoffers.”

Dagboek uit Bagdad, 9 april
19.40 u: Dr.
satelliettelefoon ' s u: Dr. Geert Van Moorter per

AANVULLING: “Amerikaanse kogels doorzeefden ziekenwagen”

“Het ging zeker om Amerikaanse kogels die de
ziekenwagen doorzeefd hebben. Na het incident
wilde ik de Amerikanen tegemoet gaan om hen te
confronteren met wat ze gedaan hadden. Voor de
tweede ambulance vond ik geen chauffeur meer.
Ik reed dan maar in hun richting met een ploeg
van Reuters, Op 300 meter van de bewuste
-~ Amerikaanse tank stapte ik uit, met een witte
vliag, mijn handen in de hoogte, en roepend ‘T am
a medical doctor!’. Dichterbij gekomen riep ik de
GI's toe: “Weten jullie wel wat jullie gedaan
et hebben? Een ziekenwagen beschoten!’ Die
@Yl ambulance was trouwens heel duidelijk als
il dusdanig herkenbaar, met een grote vlag met de
| Rode Halve Maan erop. Een Amerikaanse soldaat
antwoordde: 'Die ambulance had evengoed vol
P oxplosieven kunnen zitten’. In werkelijkheid zaten
& er drie patiénten en twee ambulanciers in, nu
. allevijf zwaargewond... Het beschieten van een
L ziekenwagen is de zoveelste zware schending van
het internationaal humanitair recht die de
Amerikaanse aanvalstroepen in Irak op hun
' geweten hebben.”

£~
-

Geert belde nog met een pittig verhaal. Een journalist van Reuters was licht gewond, men vraeg
hem te gaan kijken in Hotel Palestine. Daar aangekomen zag hij twee Amerikaanse 'medics'
bezig naast het bed van de man. Toen heeft Geert zich eens goed laten gaan: "What? Two
yankees here? Fuck off, you! You know that your men just shot my ambulance? Get out of
herel". En om ze rapper te doen pakken en lopen voegde hij er nog aan toe, met Van Moorterse
humor: "Quick, the enemy is inside this building, get out!". En als uitsmijter: "Go back to your
killing fields!" De twee arme 'medics' dropen verbouwereerd af, en Geert kon zijn werk doen om

\ de journalist te verzorgen - die de GI's ook liever zag gaan dan komen.

Thursday 10, April, 2003 / Last Updated: 2:23PM Doha time, 6:23AM GMT (AFP)

1US troops fire on ambulance, two killed

Two Iraqis are dead and three wounded
Wednesday after US troops shot at an

m't' ambulance in central Baghdad. Speaking to the
- AFP news agency, Belgian doctor Geert Van

B Moorter said that the driver was wounded in

8 the stomach while the co-pilot had leg wounds.

"The American troops just mowed down the
QP - mbulance which was transporting wounded
{ people from the Saddam Centre for Plastic
= Surgery to another hospital," he said.

irak.be/ nefrn155|e5fmedicalMissiunCuletteGeerb’versiag_ﬂg_april_ZOGB htm 12-4-03
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The ambulance had been carrying three men
wounded by exchanges of fire in the city, he said, adding that two of them were among the
dead.

Van Moarter, from the Belgian association Medical Aid for the Third World slammed US troops
involved in the incident. "This is completely unacceptable, and when I went up to a US officer to
denounce such behaviour, he just said: “The ambulance could contain explosives.’

Officials from CENTCOM in Qatar were unaware of the incident, and have yet to comment.-— Al
Jazeera with agency inputs

hitp://www.irak be/ned/mi ssiesfmedicalMissianColetteﬁeerU verslag_09_april_2003 htm 12-4-03
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Dm:;'TelegTaph: Hotel hit 'deliberate’; French TV [ 09apr03 ]

Daily Telegraph

R sy = this{.}jgﬁ
Hotel hit 'deliberate’; French TV

09apr03

FOOTAGE filmed by France 3 television of a strike on a hotel which killed two journalists
in Baghdad today shows a US tank targeting the journalists' hotel and waiting at least two
minutes before firing,

The joumnalist and film editor who filmed the attack, Herve de Ploeg, who filmed the attack,
said; "| did not hear any shots in the direction of the tank, which was stationed at the west
entrance of the Al-Jumhuriya {(Republic) bridge, 600 metres north-west of the hotel.

The tank’s turret is seen moving toward the Palestine Hotel, where foreign reporters have
set up shop, and the gun carriage lifting and waiting at least two minutes before opening
up.

The French TV channel had positioned two cameras in two rooms facing the bridge as of
6.30am (11.30pm AEST).

"It had been very quiet for a moment. There was no shooting at all. Then | saw the turret
turning in our direction and the carriage lifting. It faced the target,” said De Ploeg.

*It was not a case of instinctive firing," he said. The firing took place at 11.59am (5.58pm
AEST), said France 3 reporter Caroline Sinz.

"I'm very specific because | was due to go on air,” she explained.

The incident killed a cameraman for the Telecinco Spanish television station and another
far the British news agency Reuters, Three Reuters staffers were also wounded.

The Spanish cameraman was named as Jose Couso, 37. The Reuters cameraman was
named as Ukrainian Taras Protsyuk, 35.

A US commander said the tank fired a single round at the hotel.

"The tank was receiving fire from the hotel, RPG (rocket-propelled grenade) and small-
arms fire, and engaged with one tank round. The firing stopped,” said General Buford
Blount, commander of the 3rd Infantry Division, speaking at Baghdad's international
airport.

A reporter for the Arab satellite television Al-Jazeera died earlier today and a cameraman
was injured after the station's offices in Baghdad were hit in a separate aftack that the
Qatar-based channel charged was a deliberate US strike.

privacy © Mirror Australian Telegraph Publications

hrrp:h’www.dai]yteiegraph.news.ccm.aufpﬁntpagefﬂ,5942,6258986,01}.html
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PENTAGON THREATENS
TO KILL INDEPENDENT

REPORTERS IN IRAQ
=]

10th March, 2003
by Fintan Dunne, Editor
httpe/iwww, GuluFulure.com

The Pentagon has threatened to fire on the satellite uplink positions of
independent journalists in Iraq, according to veteran BBC war
correspondent, Kate Adie. In an interview with Irish radio, Ms. Adie said
that questioned about the consequences of such potentially fatal actions, a
senior Pentagon officer had said: "Who cares.. ..They've been warned."

According to Ms. Adie, who twelve years ago covered the last Gulf War, the
Pentagon attitude is: "entirely hostile to the the free spread of information."

"T am enormously pessimistic of the chance of decent on-the-spot reporting,
as the war occurs," she told Irish national broadcaster, Tom McGurk on the
RTE1 Radio "Sunday Show."

Ms. Adie made the startling revelations during a =
discussion of media freedom issues in the likely
upcoming war in Iraq. She also warned that the Pentagon
is vetting journalists according to their stance on the war,
and intends to take control of US journalists' satellite
equipment --in order to control access to the airwaves.

Another guest on the show, war author Phillip Knightley,
reported that the Pentagon has also threatened they: "may
find it necessary to bomb areas in which war
correspondents are attempting to report from the Iraqi

side." -

Transcript follows below.
http:ffhome.planet.nlf~kempeIGBIpersfkate_adieDB 0310.htm 12-4-03
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Audio of this very frank discussion of the problems facing reporters in Iraq,
Guests: Kate Adic, BRC: Phillip Knightley, author of The First Casualty, a history of war
correspondents and propaganda; Chris Hedges, award winning human rights journalist, and

former Irish Times Editor Connor Brady on the Sundav Show, RTE Radiol 9th March, 2003.

" Listen z ; .
Uﬂ K. Adie Listen full Gulf media freedom segment Audio
E;;Ip_l : 26 minutes| Realplayer] Links valid until 18 March
3 mins o DOWNLOAD ENTIRE SHOW HERE
Tom MceGurk:
=] " Now, Kate Adie, you join us from the BBC in London.

Thank you very much for going to all this trouble on a
Sunday morning to come and join us. | suppose you are
watching with a mixture of emotions this war beginning
to happen, because you are not going to be covering it.”

Kate Adie: " Oh | will be. And what actually appalls me is the

| ] | difference between twelve years ago and now. |'ve seen
| a complete erosion of any kind of acknowledgment that
reporters should be able to report as they witness.”

" The Americans... and I've been talking to the
| Pentagon ...take the attitude which is entirely hostile to
the free spread of information.”

! " | was told by a senior officer in the Pentagon, that if

| uplinks —that is the television signals out of... Bhagdad,
for example— were detected by any planes ...electronic
media... mediums, of the military above Bhagdad. .,

‘ they'd be fired down on. Even if they were journalists ..’
Who cares! " said.. [inaudible] .."

Tom McGurk: "...Kate ...sorry Kate ..just to underline that, Serry to
interrupt you. Just to explain for our listeners. Uplinks is
where you have your own satellite telephone method of
distributing information.”

Kate Adie: " The telephones and the television signals.”

Tom McGurk: " And they would be fired on? "

Kate Adie: " Yes. They would be 'targeted down,’
said the officer.”

Tom MeGurk: " Extraordinary ! "
Kate adie: " Shameless! " =
He said:

' Well... they know this ...
they've been warned.'

This is threatening freedom of
information, before you even getto a
war.

The second thing is there was a massive news blackout
imposed.

http:ffhome.planet.nl,"~kempelGS!persfkate_adici}BiB 10.htm
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full Gulf Media
Freedom segment
Audio

26 minutes| Realplayer]
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In the last Gulf war, where | was one of the pool
correspondents with the British Army. We effectively
had very, very light touch when it came to any kind of
censorship.

We were told that anything which was going to
endanger troops lives which we understood we
shouldn't broadcast. But other than that, we were
relatively free.

Unlike our American colleagues, who immediately left
their pool, after about 48 hours, having just had enough
ofit.

And this time the Americans are: a) Asking journalists
who go with them, whether they are... have feelings
against the war. And therefore if you have views that are
skeptical, then you are not to be acceptable,

Secondly, they are intending to take control of the
Americans technical equipment ...thase uplinks and
satellite phones | was talking about. And control access
to the airwaves.

And then on top of everything else, there is now a
blackout (which was imposed, during the last war, at the
beginning of the war), ...ordered by one Mr. Dick
Cheney, who is in charge of this.

| am enormously pessimistic of the chance of decent on-
the-spot reporting, as the war occurs. You will get it
later.

http://home.planet.nl/~kempe103/pers/kate_adie030310.htm
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