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- Nuclear Dangers
in Light of the
-Balkan Crisis

BY VLADIMIR |AKIMETS!

ince the start of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization bombing of
Yugoslavia on March 24, 1999 global
_ nuclear dangers, notably US-Russian
nuclear dangers, have become intertwined
a. with the Balkan crisis. To avoid any :
: . political speculation let me just outline
- nuclear weapon-related developments in
. Russia that were induced by this war:

)

* According to the Russian News Agency
ITAR-TASS, several Russian politi-
cians stated that Russian tactical
nuclear weapons could be re-deployed
in Belarus (March 25)

- * The Ukraine parliament called for

' reversal of the country’s non-nuclear
weapons status in response to NATO
attacks on Yugoslavia (March 26)

SEE Balkan crisis ON PAGE 2
EMDMNOTE, PAGE &
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« The United Nations Security Council rejected a Russian-
sponsored resolution for the immediate cessation of the use of

force against Yugoslavia and the urgent resumption of negotiations
(March 26)

BALKAN CRISIS

" FROM PAGE |

+ A few days after the bombing started, Russia officially announzed

suspension of its cooperation with NATO by recalling Russian
representatives from Brussels and asking NATO representatives to
leave Moscow

_» Anatoly Kvashnin, Chief of the General Staff, declared, “If the

question of Russia's continued existence is raised, then everything
that the Armed Forces possesses, including nuclear weapons,
should be used” (March 31)

" » Chairman Roman Popkovich of the Defense Committee of the

Russian Duma proposed including the possibility of a first nuclear
strike in the national security policy (March 31)

"+ Igor Sergeyev, Russian Defense Minister, stated, “In the develop-

ing situation, Russia will have to revise its plans for further
reductions of the armed forces,” Itar-TASS (April 7)

+ The Russian Duma supported the idea of the unification of Russia
with Yugoslavia, as proposed by Yugoslavian counterparts (vote
293 to 54) (Apnil 16)

.+ Russia boycotted the NATO Summit (April 22-23)

~* “You have to understand that if we want to cause you a problem

over this, we could. Someone, we don’t know who, could send up a
missile from a ship or a submarine and detonate a nuclear weapon
high over the United States. The EMP [electromagnetic pulse that
destroys electronic and computer equipment] would take away all
your capability,” Vladimir Lukin, Chairman of the Duma Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, late April (as stated by U.S. Congress-
man Curt Weldon in an May 18 speech)

-+ At a top-secret meeting of the Russian Security Council, President

Yeltsin signed a decree committing to develop, deploy and use
tactical weapons (April 29)

« “Just let Clinton, a little bit, accidentally, send a missile. We will

answer immediately. Such impudence! To unleash a war on a
sovereign state. Without Security Council. Without United
Nations.” Boris Yeltsin, Washington Post (May 7)

It is clear that the NATO decision to bomb Yugoslavia without a

- UN Security Council mandate has aggravated a nuclear situation
 that was retrogressing rapidly from the hopeful early years a
- end of the Cold War. This nuclear crisis has become 0 serllous S0

" suddenly because the bypassing of the UN Security Council comes
- on top of a series of adverse developments. !
' NATO and/or US commitments either under treaties or given '
- Russia as part of the winding down ©
* been and continue to be understood b
. government.

s after the

Several of these involve

f the Cold War, as they have
y Russians in and out of

{30
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For example, it is Russia's firm understanding,
buttressed by Wester_n sources, as the former US
Ambas_sado.r to Rl{ssm Jack Matlock wrote in The New
York Times in April 1999, that former Soviet President
M1kha1{ Gorbachev was given an understanding that
NATO'’s borders would not be expanded to the East if
German)f were allowed to unite with West Germany
and a unified Germany were to stay in NATO. Yet
NATO was enlarged without Soviet opposition after
Germany was peacefully re-united.

Further, during debates on NATO enlargement,
Russia was assured that NATO was a defensive
transatlantic organization that would never undertake
offensive military action against any sovereign country
without a UN mandate (it was said by NATO officials
that such an offensive action is constitutionally impos-
sible). However this happened in the Yugoslavia case.

These developments have made it impossible for
anyone in Russia to lend credibility to commitments
given by NATO. Therefore, while NATO has stated
several times it has no plans to station conventional or
nuclear forces in the territories of new members, such
assurances carry little, if any, weight in Russia.

NATO expansion has been especially troubling to
Russians because about 150 US nuclear bombs and
their associated bombers are still stationed in non-
nuclear weapons states in Europe (see Table, this page).
The fact that there is no formal agreement that would
prevent these weapons from being moved into the
territories of NATO's new members, much closer to
the borders of Russia, has greatly increased Russian
concerns. The stationing of these bombs in non-nuclear
states is also questionable under Articles I and II of the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (N PT), which
prohibit nuclear weapons states from sharing nuclear
weapons with non-nuclear states. (See page 9 for the
text of Articles I and II of the NPT.) The potential
extension of nuclear sharing to new NATO members is
especially objectionable under the N PT. How would
the United States government react if Russia were to
begin nuclear sharing agreements with other countries,
especially if these agreements also included possible
actions against third parties without any United
Nations Security Council mandate?

All of these developments are further complicated
and aggravated by the often-stated US desire to deploy
a national missile defense (NM D) system. These are
provocative in the context of a world full of nuclear
weapons because they can be considered part of a first
strike strategy. Given that US verbal assurances now
mean next to nothing in Russian political discourse, the
US movement toward NMD deployment is especially
de-stabilizing, If carried out without the explicit assent
of Russia, an NMD system deployment that violates

SCIENCE FOR DEMOCRATIC ACTION

f}ub 5

Belgium 10
Germany 45
Greece 10
ltaly 30
MNetherlands 10
Turkey 15
UK 30
Total 150
sourctk: William Arkin et al., “Taking Stock: Worldwide Nuclear
Deployments 1998, Natural Resources Defense Council,
Washington, DC, March 1998,

the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile treaty in Russia’s eyes
could have nuclear repercussions every bit as serious as
those of the NATO decision to bomb Yugoslavia
without a UN mandate.

Those of us who have advocated nuclear disarma-
ment in a climate that was already very difficult prior
to March 24 now find the ground cut out from under
our feet. Given the lack of any significant Russian
conventional force capacity, NATO expansion and
NATO's bypassing of the UN Security Council, there
is little that anyone can do in Russia to roll back the
new and larger role for Russian nuclear weapons unless
the West takes initial steps that would be reassuring not
only for the Russian government, but also for the
Russian people.

A first step in that direction would be for the United
States to remove the nuclear bombs that it has stationed
in Europe back to its own territory. This would make |
the NATO expansion that has already occurred less
threatening to Russia and create a new reality that :
would instill some confidence that there may be a desire -
on the part of the United States and its European allies
to work with and not against Russia. This minimal step
is necessary for the sake of nuclear safety and for the
world’s security. I hope that the United States will carry
it out expeditiously. e

' Vladimir lakimets, Ph.D. is a staff member of the Institute for Sys-
tems Analysis of the Russian Academy of Sciences in Moscow. This
paper expresses his personal views.

vOoL. 7. NO. 4. !_UL'r’ 1999

-,

S




-/:)L)Z; ‘jj

Does Russia Plan to Upgrade its Tactical Nuclear
Weapons *

m 29 the Kremlin Security Council held a
meeting devoted to nuclear weapons. The subject
of the secret meeting has been the cause of much
rumor and speculation. Here we attempt 1o make
an educated guess as to what the meeting actually
agreed. Our analysis is based on some limited and
fairly ambiguous remarks made by the Secretary
of the Security Council Viadimir Puun afrer the
meeting, and subsequent newspaper reports,

According to the Russian PIR Center Arms
Control Letter of June 1999, the meeting might
have addressed Russia’s program of suberitical
nuclear tests. Last fall Russia carried out five
subcritical underground nuclear tests, which US
sovernment intelligence analysts supposed could
form the basis for an attempt by Moscow 1o
design a new generauon of tactical nuclear
weapons (TNW). The PIR concludes that Russia
will continue ws program of subcritical nuclear
explosions, which might indeed be used 10
deuelop a new generation ol nuclear munitions
rather than for simply researching the saferv and
reliability of the existing stockpile.

Based on a sttement by Putin right after the
meeting which said that one of the approved
documents related "not onlv to the forces of
strategic  nuclear deterrence but to rtactical
weapons, 100", there has been a lot of speculation
about the development and use of a new
generation of TNW by Russia.

Unlike strategic nuclear weapons, the reduction in
TNW postures has not been subject to a
multilateral disarmament treaty since the end of
the Cold War. The withdrawal of large numbers
of TNW by the USA and Russia is the result of
parallel unilateral steps taken under Presidents
Bush and Gorbachev. There was, however, only a
verbal agreement for made by Presidents Bush and
Gorbachev in 1991 in backed up by unilateral
announcements and again in 1992, after the
dismantlement of the Soviet Union, by President
Yeltsin. Moscow claims that all the promised
reductions will take place, The West doubts this.

Several articles conclude from Putin’s statements
_thag Russia will abandon the above-mentioned
initiatives. The PIR analysis believes that this is
not going to happen. "If there is no reservation
about the status of these commitments and if
there is no statement about refusal 1o fulfil] them,
'nternational and unilateral obligations have .. the
same legal force. (.) (If) Russia abandoned the
1991 commitments. Vladimir Putin's words could
oetrexed a5 cheating  rhe nternational
semmuary It s deubtful that the Russian

political elite is ready for such a fraud in the area
of nuclear weapons.” In any case, the unilateral
agreements do not prohibit the development of a
new generation of TNWs in principle. The PIR
report concludes that it is most likely that there
will be some initial development of a new
generation of nuclear munitions with low-yield
and super-low yield delivered by strategic carriers.

If this surmise is correct, the April 29 conclusion

is the latest in a series of moves which indicate

that Russia is set on a path of consolidating its

nuclear arsenal, and by now, particularly its

TNW. There are many reasons why Russia should

seek to rationalise its nuclear arsenals. Several

suggestions were made in an article on 6 May in

the Russian newspaper Segodnya, Pavel

Felgengauer argues that the creation of a new

generation of TNW would form part of a

program that has long been advocated by

Minatom. This program is aimed at creating the

right military capabilities for Russia to wage a

limited nuclear war, that is, giving Russia the

means to be able to hit any part of the world with

low-yield and high-precision nuclear weapons.

Those warheads would be a thousand times less

powerful than a Hiroshima-type-A-bomb. The

article claims that there are plans to manufacture

up to 10,000 new-generation TNWs, and suggests

that Minatom’s goal is to change the role of
nuclear weapons. The logic is quite simple: it is
argued that nuclear war has become impossible by
implication, reducing the deterrent role of nuclear
weapons. Felgengauer believes that the West
didn’t pay any attention to Moscow’s protest
against NATO's campaign against Yugoslavia
because it was understood that "Russia won'’t
commit ‘nuclear harakiri’ for the sake of Serbia
.." Accordingly, it is thought that a new
generation of TNW is needed, which would
reinforce deterrence through their reputation as
being more usable. So, the article concludes that
NATO's air strikes against Yugoslavia "have, at
long last, helped Russia’s Minatom to obtain
official permission for implementing it’s plans.”

Russia is increasingly seeing nuclear weapons as a
means of balancing its relative inferiority in
conventional weaponry, thus developing a
strategy mirroring the ‘flexible response’ of
NATO during the Cold War, which sought to
maintain different levels of nuclear response in
order to create maximum doubt about the answer
to any would-be aggression. ln an April 1999
paper entitled ‘NATO expansion and the nuclear
reductions process’, Anatoli Diakov and others
discuss the role of TNW in Russia further. The
paper crijucs that Russia considers s TNW i
having a4 fumction as an ‘equalizer’ 16 NATO'



seriority in conventional weapons. This is
tustrated by the smuqtion in the navy; following
the 1991 Gorbachev initiative, the navv’s short
range nuclear weapons are now kept in storage
facilities. But there is no adequate replacement for
them, which leaves the Russian navv vulnerable
should it have 1o counter conventionally armed
US carrier battle ;

S u - groups. Furthermore, a number
of US TNW can fulfill strategic tasks against
Russia, in particular, NATO nuclear bombs based
in Europe. In addiion, there is concern that
NATO enlargement leaves open the possibility
that the US nuclear arsenal be moved even closer
to the Russian borders; although NATO has
announced that it will not deploy nuclear
weapons on the territories of new member states,
it hasnt subscribed to a legally binding
commitment.

There are also political {actors stimulating Russia’s

_destre 1o promote its nuclear capabilities. Notable

here is the delav in progress with START II
raufication, which has now been held up twice by
military action, first by the US/UK air strikes
against Iraq, and secohd by the NATO acuon
against Kosovo. Added to this, it is certainly of
note that the April 29 council meeting took place
just four days after NATO's 50" Anniversary
Summit, where NATQ adopted a new Strategic
Concept which did not make any significant
changes to its previous nuclear policy adopted
prior to the disintegration of the Soviet Union
and formation of the Russian Federation.

Burt even though the motivations might be high, it
is questionable whether Russia can afford to
update its nuclear arsenal, in keeping with a new
‘flexible response’ strategy. Very little is known
about Russia’s TNW in the West; indeed it is not
even clear to what extent Russians themselves
have exact knowledge about the status and
_numbers of their TNW. The Center of
Nonproliferation ~ Studies  in  Monterrey,
California, estimates that 7,740 tactical warheads
still exist. But what is clear is that Russia’s nuclear
arsenals, including its TN'W, are deteriorating fast.
In the context of Russia’s debate about the need to
maintain credible nuclear forces it is highly
questionable whether she really could afford the
development and production of a new generation
of TN'W, let alone pay for the infrastructure for
deploving such weapons in a manner similar to
NATO’s Cold War ‘flexible response’ strategy.

However, whether or not Russia is able to
develop and deploy a new generation of TNW, it
is clear that these developments mark a worrying
deterioration of US-Russia relations, one
consequence of which is a serious new threat to

nuclear arms reduction measures and other global
arms control efforts many of which were already
faltering. Sergei Rogov, director of the
USA/Canada Instutute in Moscow, can even
imagine a total collapse in the bilateral arms
control process) in the next two years unless the
relations are repaired. RM

PENN Activities at the NATO Summut

NATO’s 50th Anniversary Summit, held during
23-25 April in Washington DC, was a key focus
for a number of PENN activities. On April 22, an
international conference entitled ‘Securing Peace
in Europe’ was held in Washington, DC. The
conference, which was co-organized by BITS,

BASIC, LAWS and the German Heinrich Béll

Foundation, took a critical look at the issues that

NATO leaders were to discuss - or in some cases

to avoid discussing - in the 30th anmiversary

summit that followed. The aim was to brief
journalists, policy makers, academics and

representatives from non-governmental

organizations on the issues that were likely to

prove controversial at the Summit. The

conference attracted a lot of interest,

Among the major topics covered were NATO's
discussions about non-mandated out of area
operations, NATO-Russia relations, NATO's
strategy against the FRY and the future role of
nuclear weapons in the alliance.

Speakers were invited from a range of countries
and included Greek Defense Minister, Akis
Tsochatzopoulos; Ambassadors Jonathan Dean,
James Goodby and Thomas Graham Jr., German
journalist Andreass Zumach, Kosovo Albanian
writer Dardan Gashi, Dmitri Trenin, the Deputy
Director of Carnegie’s Moscow Center, Guido
Lenzi, the Director of the WEU-Institute and Jo
Husband from the National Academy of Sciences.

During the NATO Summit itself, BASIC, BITS
and partners from the nerwork, fielded a
formidable international brigade to monitor the
proceedings and provide the media with analysis.
In light of the paucity of critical viewpoints at the
summit, a wide range of international media was
eager to hear the voices of our analysts. In terms
of media work, BITS, BASIC and the other
network members were the only group on-site,
providing an in-depth, critical analysis of the
summit. BASIC’s web site was consistently
updated with the latest from the summit,
sometimes providing news quicker than NATO’s
official homepage. The summit coverage can still
be found under www.basicint.org PH&PC
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Kosovo

dub%

Roemeense milieugroepen in dubio

In Servische steden langs de Donau
heeft de NAVO doelen getroffen die een
directe bedreiging vormen voor mens en
natuur langs de rivier. Roemeense mi-
lieugroepen staan in dubio. Welk stand-
punt moeten zij innemen?

De NAVO heeft tijdens de luchtaanvallen op
Servié milieuschade aangericht. Raffinaderij-
en en chemische fabricken waren strategisch
doelwit en voltreffers in Novi Sad en Belgra-
do deden olién, chemicalién en andere ver-
vuilende stoffen in de Donau stromen. Het
vervuilde water vormt een bedreiging voor
het milieu langs het stroomgebicd door de
Roemeense laagvlakte en in de Donaudelta.

De Roemeense milieubeweging weet niet goed
wat ze er mee aan moet. ,Dit is veel te inge-
wikkeld voor ons", zegt lon Zamfir van de lo-
kale milieugroep Prietenii Pamantului in de
delta. ,We hebben al moeite om lokale mi-

licuproblemen aan de orde te stellen, laat
staan een internationale zaak met zoveel
voetangels en klemmen,”

De vervuiling van de Donau is taboe gewor-
den doordat Milosevic het als argument ge-
bruikte in zijn oorlogspropaganda. Ook over
omvang en aard van de vervuiling is vrijwel
niets bekend. De Roemeense overheid geeit
geen informatie, berichtgeving in de media is
schaars en wordt veelal tegengesproken door
de autoriteiten en de NAvO laat zich mondjes-
maat uit over de kwestie. Toch weet Zamfir
zeker dat de mensen langs de Donau gevaar

lopen. ,Olie en chemicalién zijn in de Donau .

terechtgekomen, Dat is zeker. Zelfs de NAVO-
autotiteiten hebben dat bevestigd. Ook heb-
ben. journalisten olievlekken zien drijven.
Sommige van wel zeven kilometer. Maar ie-
dereen zwijgt. Tijdens onderzoeken zegt men
niets te kunnen vinden. Maar die rotzooi moet
toch ergens blijven...!"

Niet iedereen praat zo openhartig over de
oorlogsvervuiling. Ik wil niet dat er over de
Donau-kwestic geschreven wordt", zegt Stu-
ca, directeur van het Donau Instituut in Tul-
cea. Hij is bang dat stelling nemen tegen de
NAVD gevolgen heeft voor de subsidies uit het
westen. Zamfir is optimistischer: , Als het een-
maal bewezen is, wordt er vast een fonds op-
gericht dat de schade zal compenseren.”

Ruus Dijksterhuis v
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Ouders in Pancevo kiouden hun kinderen th'

Milieu

Abe de Vries

PANCEVO - Het industriegebied
van Pancevo, tot vaor kort het
hart van de Joegoslavische petro-
chemie, is even uitgestorven als
€en negentiende-ecuwse Ameri-
kaanse ']ggﬂrqrpwn na de goud-
koorts, "19V0 1096

tplaatsen bij de che-
A

"Azotara’, 'Pe-
trohemija;, Ae raffinaderij
'Pancevo’ zijn leeg. Kapotgescho-
ten opslagtanks en door raketten
geperforeerde productichallen la-
ten zien waarom van de bijna
15 000 werknemers alleen de
portiers en de opruimploegen
nog dienst hebben.

Pancevo ligt vijftien kilometer
ten noorden van Belgrado. De
700001 1nwprners zijn bang voor
een explosie van dodelijke ziek-

ahrt -

ten. Na de Navo-bombardemen-
ten op 15 en 18 april zijn ze
blootgesteld aan hoge concentra-
ties giftige en kankerverwekken-
de stoffen. Een zwarte wolk van
vijftien kilometer lengte dreef
dagenlang ten noorden en oosten
van de stad. Bij verzengende
branden zijn miljoenen liters olie
en honderden tonnen extreem
giftige chloriden vrijgekomen,
Een afvoerkanaal naar de Donau
is zwaar vervuild,

Tijdens de aanvallen regende
het. Volgens Predrag Simovic,
een 35-jarige fotograaf, kwam er
zwart water naar beneden. ,,Mijn
witte Mercedes was helemaal
zwark.” Zijn vrouw was zwanger
van hun tweede kind. Op advies
van haar gynaecoloog koos ze
voor abortus. ,,Ons dochtertje
van twee heeft leukemie. Nu met
de bombardementen en de ver-
vuiling werd'het risico te groot™,

20 } -4y
zegt hij. Andere gere vrou-

wen kregen te horen dat ze maar
beter tijdelijk konden verhuizen.
In de parken van Pancevo is
het ongewoon stil. Uit vrees voor
besmetting houden veel ouders
hun kinderen binnen. Gtenswa-
ren van eigen bodem worden
met grote argwaan bekeken. Vis-
verkopers op de markt hebben
bijna geen klanten meer. llija
Petkovic (60) heeft een bedrijfje
in het dorp Kacarevo, tien kilo-
meter ten noordoosten van Pan-
cevo. Zijn tomaten verrotten, de
paprika doet niks. Hij wijt dat
niet alleen aan de overvloedige
regenval van de afgelopen we-
Ken. ,.Dit heb ik nog nooit mee-
gemaakt. Het zijn de bommen.”
De plaatselijke krant en de lo-
kale radio slaan al weken alarm,
Een bericht dat tientallen zwaar-
vergiftigde werkers in de petro-
chemie thuis op hun dood zou-

F
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den wachten, heeft een golf’ Janm
ongerustheid door de stad ge-
jaagd. Maja Gavrilovic, een 37-ja-
rige psychologe, denkt dat de re-
gering van Milosevic de waarheid
over de omvang van de ramp ver-
zwijgt. ,,De graad van vervuiling
is dramatisch”, denkt ze. ,,Achter
de aantallen slachtoffers kom je
niet. Het wordt toegedekt.”

Een speciale VN-onderzoeks-
commissie relativeert de omvang
van de milieuschade in Joegosla-
vié, Commissieleider Pekka Haa-
visto van UNEP (United Nations
Environment Programme) wilde
gisteren op een persconferentie
niet van een "grote ramp' spre-
ken. Wel noemde hij Pancevo
een 'hot spot’, maar hij vindt het
nog te vroeg voor een schatting
van de schade. De komende
maanden wordt meer onderzoek
gedaan.

«Ook het Instituut voor de

.'MVo]ksgezondhmd in Pancevo, een

x s’taatsmstelhng kan geen harde

“'cijfers presenteren. ,,Massale ver-

giftiging is er in ieder geval niet
geweest”, zegt Mica Tanaskovic.
Ze is hoofd van de dienst milieu-

‘bescherming. Omdat er ,,alle-

maal geruchten” gingen heeft
het instituut onderzoek gedaan
in de regio. Ziekte noch sterfte is
toegenomen. Volgens Tanaskovic
schuilt het werkelijke gevaar
echter in het lange-termijneffect
van in het lichaam opeen gehoop—
te kleine concentraties gl

stoffen. Het gevolg over ¢

tal j _|a1;r.~n meer tumoren, meer. , ..
kanker en een toenam %{q;
doeningen van de luchtweg

,_—-a--h-—-g-



zee cjegooid

OTRANTO - Mensensmokke-
laars hebben gisteren voor de
Italiaanse kust zestig zigeuners
uit Servié in zee gegooid. Meer
dan de helft van hen waren kin-
deren. De zigeuners probeer-
den vanuit de Albanese haven-
stad Vlore naar Italié te vluch-

ten. f). fz_/ } j
Volgens de Italiaanse felevisie

moest een aantal viuchtelingen
voor behandeling naar het zie-
kenhuis. Een vijfjarig meisje
Kampte met ademhalingmoeilijk-
heden, anderen werden door de
wilde zee tegen de klippen ge-
smeten en liepen botbreuken op.

De kustwacht wist alle drenke-
lingen te redden, maar ondernam
geen pogingen de smokkelaars te
achtervolgen. Een politiechef
sprak over een absurde actie van
de criminelen. Het is niet duide-
lijk of de zigeuners uit Kosovo
waren gevlucht.

Sinds het akkoord over Kosovo
werd bereikt, zijn de Albanezen
massaal teruggekeerd, maar is
een nieuwe vluchtelingenstroom
op gang gekomen. Behalve Ser
viérs zijn ook veel zigeuners op
de vlucht geslagen. Ze worden
door de Albanezen in Kosovo ver-
dacht van collaboratie met de Ser-
viérs. De meeste Serviérs vluch-
ten naar het hartland van Servié,
maar sommige zigeuners hebben
geprobeerd elders hun heil te zoe-

"Dag lijks vervoeren bendes,

:ﬁ staande uit A]banezen,

grof geld tientallen viuchte-
lingen naar [talié.
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March 24, 1999, IEER has received numerous

SiHCE the start of the NATO-YUnglmria war on
inquiries about the ecological and health effects

- of the NATO bombing of industrial facilities and

power transformers, which resulted in toxic chemical
compounds being released into the air, soil, and
water. One example is the bombing of the Pancevo
chemical complex, located on the Danube River (see

. map). [EER has no independent data on the types

and amounts of chemicals present at Panéevo or

" other facilities that have been bombed, but has

compiled the best available information to respond to
these queries. The information sources we have used
include news reports, chemical industry data, health

~ and environmental data on the chemicals, and claims

of Yugoslavian authorities. The latter claims were

- checked against industry data in the United States for
- reasonableness to ensure that the types of chemicals

alleged to be present would be found at the types of
facilities that were bombed. The industrial uses of the

. chemicals reportedly present at Panéevo and their

- potential health effects are detailed in Table 2, along
- with effects of PCBs which were present in electrical
. transformers struck by NATO.

Pancevo
The Pancevo complex, a combined petrochemical,

-~ fertilizer and polyvinyl chloride manufacturing com-

plex, was bombed repeatedly in April 1999. Chemical

. storage tanks there reportedly released into the air, soil,
~ and water large amounts of ammonia, ethylene dichlo-

ride, and vinyl chloride (see Table 2, pp. 12-13). Also

- reportedly released were 100 tons of mercury, 800 tons
- of hydrochloric acid, 3000 tons of caustic soda, and
- 250 tons of liquid chlorine. (The New York Times, July

14, 1999, p. A1)
The burning of chlorinated chemicals creates other

toxic byproducts, such as dioxins. Traces of phosgene,
R highly dangerous World War I chemical warfare
. agent also used as a common industrial chemical, were
: also reportedly found. It is unclear whether phosgene
- was stored at the plant or whether it was the by-

product of the combustion of other chemicals.
The bombing of the plant sent toxic fumes into the

: 3i}' of the city of Pancevo and nearby areas. Favorable

winds appear to have prevented large-scale immediate

: casua]tif:s. The plant premises are apparently so
- contaminated that western journalists who inspected

the rubble more than a month after the bombings
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Ecological and Health Implications of
NATO Bombing in Yugoslavia

-

“became violently sick from breathing in the Pancevo
air’, (May 24 National Public Radio report). The ..
York Times reported on July 14 that people in Pancevo
have suffered a “surge of unexplained symptoms,” like
headaches, skin rashes and increasing miscarriages.
Since toxic fumes from large fires typically travel
quite far, they could affect a wide region, including
some of the member countries of NATO. Further,
since the fires can last for hours or days, the spread of
the toxic fumes would likely be along many wind
directions, rather than in one elongated pattern in a
single principal direction characteristic of a short-term
accidental release. :
In order to prevent large-scale poisoning of the air in -
the area, the plant authorities released some of the
chemicals, including highly toxic ethylene dichloride,
into a nearby channel that flows into the Danube River.
As of May 24, the ethylene dichloride was at the bottom
of the canal and had not yet entered the river (ethylene
dichloride is insoluble in and denser than water). The
Danube is the source of drinking water for millions of
people downstream in Yugoslavia, Romania, Bulgaria,
and Moldova. Pollutants in the river water may also
cause increased damage to ecosystems 1n reservoirs
downstream created by two dams, known as Djerdap .
Dam [ and Djerdap Dam II. The generating systems -
are partly owned by Yugoslavia and partly by Romania.

Transformers and Depleted Uranium

NATO bombed electrical transformers in Yugoslavia
as a way of disrupting that country’s power system. Some
of these transformers contained polychlorinated biphe-

nyls (PCBs). Because of their persistent toxicity, the
manufacture and use of PCBs are now widely banned.
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NATO used armor-piercing depleted uranium (DU)

* munitions in Yugoslavia. DU munitions were also used

in Irag. Depleted uranium is a radioactive and toxic

* heavy metal. DU munitions can catch fire and be
. converted to an aerosolized oxide. The oxide powder
* could be breathed in by people in the vicinity resulting

in radiation doses to their lungs. In both Yugoslavia and

- Irag, DU munitions were used in the context of

. chemical pollution. About one-seventh of the US armed
- forces personnel who served in the 1991 Gulf War have
. been afflicted with one or more of the complex of

symptoms, collectively called Gulf War Syndrome.

. While all these symptoms could not have been caused
- by depleted uranium alone, DU may have played a role.

The combination of contaminants, including potential

- synergistic effects between chemicals and between

" combinations of chemicals and depleted uranium, is
- worrisome.

. Nuclear Safety and Proliferation

The NATO bombing also increased nuclear safety

- and proliferation risks. First, a small nuclear research

" institute located near Belgrade has two research reactors
- (the larger one has been shut for years) and significant

' quantities of stored nuclear waste (see Table 1, this page).

An errant bomb could have had serious environmental

~ and public health consequences if it hit the site, particu-
- larly the waste storage area. Furthermore, weapons-
" usable highly enriched uranium (HEU) is still present

TABLE |. SPECIFICATIONS

Type of reactors

at the site. During the bombing, the International
Atomic Energy Agency (TAEA) suspended inspections
of the facility which are conducted to ensure that the
approximately 60 kg of HEU (enough for one or two
nuclear bombs, depending on design) are not diverted.
The second nuclear danger is associated with the six
nuclear power reactors in Bulgaria. The Kozloduy
station is downriver from Yugoslavia along the Danube
(see Tables 3 and 4 on page 14 for information about
Bulgaria’s nuclear power program). There exists the
potential for operational problems due to contaminants
in the Danube interfering with the condenser cooling
systems of the power plant, For instance, ethylene
dichloride could foul the reactor’s cooling water intakes
or pumping systems. Four of the reactors are of an
older design (VVER 440-230) that is especially vulner-
able to accidents. The National Academy of Sciences
noted in a 1995 report that the VVER 440-230 reactors

... do not have containments, a major difference
in safety from international standards. The early
models (VVER 440-230) were not designed to
withstand major earthquakes or the level of cool-
ing water losses which Western reactors are de-
signed to survive, have less redundancy in their
safety systems, lack emergency operating proce-
dures and training simulators to assist operation
in responding to upset conditions, and otherwise
fall far short of internationally accepted safety
SEE NATO BOMBING ON PAGE 14

RESEARCH REACTORS

one 6.5 MWt Research Reactor
one Zero-power research reactor

Moderator/Coolant

Heavy Water (D,0)

Criticality Date

28-Dec-59 (Research Reactor)
29-Apr-58 (Zero-power Reactor)

Current Status

Shutdown in 1984 (Research Reactor)
Operating (as of 1997) (Zero-power Reactor)

Fuel

Highly Enriched Uranium (6.5 MWt reactor converted
from LEU in 1976)

Enrichment Level

80%
Fuel Source USSR
Amount of HEU in unirradiated fuel 50 kg
Amount of HEU in slightly irradiated fuel 10 kg
Number of LEU/HEU spent fuel elements 5000

Safeguards

International Atomic Energy Agency

sources: US Department of Energy, Argonne National Laberatory, International Nuclear Safety Center (http://www.insc.anl. gov); David Nb{l’ght.
“What about Yugoslavia's Nuclear Explosive Material?”" 1515 Policy Paper. Institute for Science and International Security (ISI18). April 21,
1999 (http://wwwi.isis-online.org); Judith Miller, "Crisis in the Balkans: Nuclear Security,” New York Times, p. A12, May 5, 1999.
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FROM PAGE |1
standards, such as those of the IAEA ... As a
result, some of the VVER 440-230s have been
shut down (in Russia and Armenia and also in
eastern Germany). [NAS, Management and Dis-
posal of Excess Weapons Plutonium: Reactor-
related Options (National Academy Press: Wash-

ington D.C., 1995, p. 136)]

In addition to the inherent design flaws of the
reactors, over $100 million dollars has been spent on
Kozloduy units 1-4 since the early 1990s to try to
remedy serious deficiencies in the physical condition

and operation of the reactors, International assistance
paid for upgraded safety and other physical systems

and improvements in operations and management.
Despite this, the European Union has been pushing for
the early shutdown of the reactors. This would mean
closing the first two units by 2002 or earlier and units
three and four a few years ahead of their scheduled .
2010 and 2012 closures. 3 o

TABLE sOURCES: National Public Radie, All Things Considered, May
24, 1999; Federation of American Scientists Public Interest Re- |
port, May/June 1999, p. 12; Chris Hedges, "Serbian Town .
Bombed by NATO Fears Effects of Toxic Chemicals,” The New .
York Times, July 14, 1999, :

Electricity Production (1996 est.)

Electricity Consumption per capita (1996 est.)

41.6 billion kWh
5,000 kWh

Total Installed Generating Capacity (1996)

Thermal-Fired Plants

12,000 MW
7,400 MWV (62%)

Muclear Plants

Hydroelectric Plants

Nuclear Plant Operator

3,760 MW (31%)°
840 MW (7%)
National Electric Company

Nuclear Regulatory Authority

Committee on the Use of Atomic Energy for Peaceful
Purposes

According to International Nuclear Safety Program at Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, “[1]n 1997, nuclear power supplied 45 per-
cent of the country’s electricity. However, at times that share has often risen to nearly 50 percent because fossil fuel power plants and
hydropower plants have not achieved expected outputs.” (http://insp.pnl gov:2080/ ?profiles/ceec/bulgaria_intro)

NOTE: In order to operate reliably without blackouts and brownouts, an electric power system needs roughly 20 percent capacity above its peak

load.

Unit Reactor Model Net Output Initial Criticality Commercial Start
Unit | VVER-440/230 400 MWe T el974 12/1974

Unit 2 VVER-440/230 400 MWe Tsners 1211975
Unit 3 T VVER-440/230 400 MWe T12/1980 ) 171981

Unit 4 VVER-440/230 400 MWe 411982 892
Unit 5 VVER-1000 910 MWe 111987 9/1988

Unit 6 VVER-1000 910 MWe 6/1991 1271993

" Reactor Supplier: Atomenergoexport (USSR)
Type of Reactors: Pressurized Water
Moderator: Light Water
Fuel: Low Enriched Uranium
Fuel Supplier: Russia

SOURCE: Tnternatiqnal Nuclear Safety Program, Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (http:/. /atom.pnl.gov:2080/); Oleg Bukharin, per-
sonal conversation, June 15, 1999; Michael Marriotte, personal conversation, June 17, 1999,

Spent Fuel Management: Storage. In the past spent fuel
has been sent to Russia for reprocessing. A new agree-
ment on reprocessing is being held up by disputes over
pricing and shipment routes as well as due to opposition.
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By Borislav Lalic Vecernje Novosti, July 5, 1999

On the ruins of Kosovo, left behind the NATO bombs, and where are
less and less Serbs every day, rises a new and different "province", which
has not even the same name: instead of Kosovo, Albanians call it "Kosova".

That is the description of the latest events in this ancient
Serbian province given by the journalist of the American Associated Press
agency, mentioning that with the exodus of the Serbs from Kosmet
went away also its Serbian name. In the "all-Albanian reality” in Kosovo,

there is no place anymore for anything Serbian.

That was clear during the "celebration" of the feast of Albanian
separatists - the "Republic day", last Friday in Pristina, Prizren and other

localities in the province.

"The names in Serbian”, reports the AP journalist, "on shops,
banks and other administration in Pristina were taken off and burnt by the
unbridled celebrators. A tractor, full with Albanians,
pulled through the streets of Pristina, the monument of the Serbian educator
Vuk Karadzic that the Albanian demonstrators bet down from its pedestal in
front of the University of Pristina. They were followed by
another tractor, also full with young Albanians who yelled: 'KLA', "USA',

'NATO' and 'Kosovo republic™.

In Prizren, where according to the local media re i
. | : ports, Albanian
sep?ratlsis entrenched themselves more that in any other location on Kosovo
.t.he celebrahoq" was also under the sign of the ’
Iéoszvo re_publl_q - The AP correspondent writes: "In Prizren, ancient Serbian
t(;: Y, lbama_m.cltlzens scoff at the Serbian emperor Dusan. 'He took a nap'
s :r!{:i ;lany pointing ttlwgards the bet down monument of the ,
emperor. 'l do not know who he was, but | know he was Serb", says a
: or. ) , n
Albanian boy, kicking the emperor's head in bronze." !

As notice almost all American re [
; : : porters from Kosmet, things are
trm Erlnrgv;rtl]g there_ in the direction promised by Clinton and his war allies -
o °s the multiethnic Kosovo, where the NATO intervention
will bring peace, interethnic life and democracy.

That is also concluded, as notices the "Washin i
' gton post
;g;rzesp;::‘dﬁlnt.rby the UN officials, who try these days on Kosmet to install
ook e first embrgos of any kind of authority. They also
e Kos?) erftand that it would be very difficult, even impossible, to make
il V0 "a multiethnic province", among the rest also because of the
at this need someone else besides the Albanians to live there.

And the Serbs are leavin i
N d ving Kosovo. Facing the wave of the
:lhrgé;;r:zkegfc:; esgr%ntqnegus“ tvngtlent:E and revanchism of Albanians, as well as
mised protection KFO i i i
il G p Y R and international community, they
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When t
formed, few day:

"De Mello himself told it
journalist. "After the nomination,
who told him: 'Don't be surprised

» 5ays the "Washington post"
he had a meeting with three Serbian judges
if we leave in few days too..."

Serbs do not leave Kosmet, but fled in purpose of saving their
lives. "KLA", Albanian returnees and all the Albanian inhabitants want an

ethnically pure, Albanian "republic” that will not be called Kosovo, but
"Kosova".

[ Home | Encyclopedia | Facts&Figures | News ]
Copyright © 1998, 1999 Ministry of Information
Email: mirs@srbija-info.yu
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Italian general calls for immediate international police
deployment

July 05, 1999

Rome, July 5 (Tanjug) - Italian army chief of staff General
Mario Arpino has said that international police should be immediately sent to
Kosovo and Metohija in order to make impossible the
concentration of criminals in the Yugoslav republic of Serbia's southern
province,

In an interview published Monday by the La Stampa daily, Arpino,
who recently visited the province, said that the U.N. decision to send to the
province an international police force was sensible and necessary.

He listed as a priority the preservation of law and order, saying
that this was very difficult because various gangs of robbers and smugglers
entered the province together with ethnic Albanian refugees returning home.

He said that, consequently, there was a risk of Kosovo and
Metohija becoming a zohe where local structures were the target of criminals,
warning against the ait ]Eat these gangs of criminals were
eﬂ eady among local B T;IS of power and were encouraging violence, clashes
1 vendettas. He said tHat it was impossible to reconstruct the province in
way.

M- [ o1
] ,FLéHEIsu voice&, ct‘h&fm about the extremely slow pace at which the
éthic Albhian terroritt 8tHAhization calling itself Kosovo Liberation Army
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THE IMPORTANCE OF A LEFT MEDIA, July 5th
Edward S. Herman, ZNet

A jarring moment in the Philadelphia area propaganda outpouring
in support of the bombing of Yugoslavia was a passionately prowar Op Ed
column in the Philadelphia Inquirer by long-time local
antiwar activist Mark Sacharoff ("NATO did what it had to do," April 1,
1999). It is of course noteworthy that Sacharoff's piece was selected for
publication by the paper--antiwar offerings have not been welcome,
and in past years Sacharoff's Op Ed entries were rare indeed. But what caused
him to move into the prowar camp?

Speaking with Sacharoff on the phone about his views, | asked him
if he read Z Magazine or EXTRA! or The Nation, and as | expected he
didn't--he reads the Inquirer and other establishment media
almost exclusively. | had a similar experience with another former peace
activist, who has not been a supporter of the NATO war but has also not been
antiwar; overwhelmed by the evil of Milosevic and the Serbs he has
been neutralized. This individual, also, reads and listens almost entirely to
the mainstream media, and does not read Z, EXTRA!, or The Nation. He was even
upset at my denunication of Trudy Rubin, the
bloodthirsty Thomas Friedman equivalent at the Inquirer, who occasionally
qualifies her support of U.S. policy--on land mines, bombing anybody in
sight, and anything else of importance--with minor
flourishes of hopefulness ("This weekend's talks hold hope for settling the
Kosovo crisis," Feb. 5, 1999) and even criticism (e.g., "U.S. slammed doors
on Iragis who stepped up to battle Hussein," June 23, 1999).

Of course, the fact that Rubin is considered reasonable by one of
them, and that neither of these two individuals were repelled by the
mainstream perspectives and felt any need to seek out left
publications, suggests that they were moving rightward in any case. But once
they allowed themselves to be confined to the establishment media it was only
a matter of time before they would succumb to the flood of
materials on atrocities and framing of issues that served the propaganda
needs of the state. To avoid this they needed alternative ways of looking at
the issues, as well as facts that did not fit the esablishment frames.

| have always been impressed by the case made by British media
analyst James Curran on the importance of the death of the social-democratic
press in Great Britain in the 1980s for the subsequent
decline of the fortunes of the Labour Party and triumph of Thatcherism (most
painfully, with the victory of Tony Blair). Three social-democratic
papers-the Daily Herald, News Chronicle, and Sunday
Citizen--died or were taken over by folks like Rupert Murdoch in the early
1980s, and were converted into rightwing or depoliticized scandal sheets. The
Daily Herald especially "provided an alternative framework

Pagina 1



X n amewr }[k

bsence of any contesti

In the United States a
coqcentration and commercialization of the m
as mstrur_nents of state propa

) ; t focusing on enemy
mlsd_eeds, Iymg without shame or uncritically transmitting the lies of

» NATO went the entire extra mile to

find a peacefy| solution" (Albright)--and ignoring historical context and the

real bases of state policy. This is done in each case
almost by formula, but with such unanimity and self-righteous indignation,

and with personalized stories of victimization by the enemy, that it is hard
to resist.

. This is why the preservation and expansion of a left media is so
Important and easy to underrate. Without

contesting facts that they provide, even |i

Oberg in Sweden, Johann Galtung in Norway, Saddharth Varadarajan and K.
Subrahmanyam in India, and the generally anti-NATO war non-NATO media
across the globe, live in a different world from the citizens faced by the

mainstream media propaganda phalanx. And frankly, any serious opposition
movements are going to require the buildup of ZNet and other
forms of critical media; otherwise we are going to see a further atirition as

more folks from the liberal-left communities are swept into the "humanitarian
war" camp.

Herman de Tollenaere

My Internet site on Asian history and "new" religions:

http://stad.dsl.nl/~hermantl/

See also SIMPOS, information on occult tendencies’ impact on
society:

http:.-’!www.sieliing.nl.-‘sirnposfsimpoeng.htm

Copyright © 1996-99 Serbian Unity Congress. All Rights Reserved.
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Testimony by OSCE monitor

July 05, 1999 S’,. },%J}

Paris, July 5 (Tanjug) - Could NATO's aggressive war against
Yugoslavia be justified as opposing to an alleged humanitarian catastrophe or
some other international motives are hidden behind it -
it's only one of the characteristic questions asked by an OSCE monitor Rollie
Keith who has been the chief to the bureau of the OSCE verification mission
in Kosovo and Metohija till some days before the
onset of the NATO's air campaign against Yugoslavia on March 24.

His just testimony concerning the situation in the field,
doubtlessly proving that NATO's aggression on Yugoslavia was not justified,
was published in the July edition of the French monthly "Balkans Infos".

Recalling the first attempts of the west to justify the war
against our country by an alleged humanitarian catastrophe in Kosovo and
Metohija, Keith says: "During the last five months of the OSCE's
presence in Kosovo and Metohija there was not a single refugee who fled
abroad and there were only several thousands of internally displaced persons
within the province in the weeks before the aggression”.

A formal OSCE monitor also claims he "never witnessed and is not
aware that there was an 'ethnic cleansing' (in Kosovo and Metohija)" and
rejects the existing of the so-called "policy of genocide" of which
Belgrade was accused when a motive for the war was seeked in all the possible

ways.

Stressing that fact that Albanians started to massively flee
Kosovo and Metohija after the onset of the NATO's aggression on Yugoslavia
Keith says that he "explicitly or implicitly accuse NATO's
bombing for the humanitarian catastrophe”, as well as the "terrorist campaign
which was its result".

The text which reveals all the lies of the so-called
“humanitarian” intervention of NATO in Kosovo and Metohija, Keith specially
criticizes West for not carrying out all the possibilities for the diplomatic
solution to the conflict.

"The western members of the Contact Group, European Union, USA
and Russian Federation should work in the framework of the United Nations. In
the name of encouragement to the accepting of the stronger
presence of OSCE in Kosovo and Metohija and the UN's control, sanctions
against Yugoslavia should be determined and it should be given an economic
help for the reconstruction so it could integrate to the new Europe", he says.

. His experiences concerning the situation in Kosovo and Metohija
while being a controller of the OSCE mission, Keith published at first in the
May edition of the Canadian magazine "The Democrat" entitled "End of
diplomacy".
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De schade in Joegoslavia
Totaleischade veroorzaakt door NAVO-po

A. infi:éstmctuur
Vervoer/transport - é*
Energievoorziening o~
Overige infrastructyyr

B. Economische infrastructuur
Industrie
Landbouw
Toerisme
Overige

C. Niet-eonnamische schade
Historische gebouwen en manumenten
Openbare faciliteiten
Huishoudens ( Kosovo niet inbegrepen)

D. Vernietigde natuurlijke rijkdommen

E. Totaal verlies aan gebruiks- en kapitaalgoederen (A+B+C+D)
I

,riian capital (gedoodde, Bewonde en gevluchte Kosavaren
Ierinbegrepen) o

G. Verlies bnp (et ais gevolg van l&é{;itaawemietiging;
Totale economische schade (E+F+G)

Macroeconomische gevolgen van de oorlog

. en‘dbmocratische hervarmingen in Servld en Montenegro,

r o

38
3733
100

723

201
onbekend

4.062.9,

23.2456
29.608,5

1989 199g 1999 '99.'93
BNP per hoofd van de bevolking (in dollars) 2,941 1.643 g75 -40,7% |

en, banken, adviesorganisatjes en Intemationale financigle lnstel'lingenr.'_' -
de Wereldbank en het IMF. Groep 17 zet zich In voor snelle egonomi BRESSVC |

|

bl?%;al 7. €en groep van 20 Joegoslavischs onafhankelijke economen werleais bij

W

#
0799

Industriéle productie (index 1989=100) 100 373 207 .44,49
Export (min dollar) 4461 2858 1.201 -50,8% |
Import (min doliar) 5.383 4.849 2,037 -5809

;Tekcrt op de handelsbalans (min dollar) -922 -1.99] -746 -
Werkloosheid in procenten 17,9 251 32,6
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‘en zig'eunervrouw in hetzuiden van Kosovo huilt, nadat Albanezen haar huis in brand hebben gestaken. De Albanezen beschuldigen de zigeu-
1ersvan samenwerking met de Serviérs. FOTQ AR
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Médicins du Monde, noemt de
omstandigheden in het vluchtelin-
genkamp “onacceptabel’. Er zijn
tenten opgezet, maar erzijn te wei-
nig toiletten, kinderen poepen op
het schc—olplcin. »+Erzullen ziektes
uitbreken.” Volgens Médicins du
Monde komen er nu iedere dag
zo'n duizend vluchtelingen bij. Er
moet een nieuw opvangkamp voor
de zigeuners worden geopend.
Maar het is, vindt de codrdinator,
onmogelijk dat ze naar het Westen
gaan, ,,Het zijn niet de meest aan-
gename vluchtelingen die je je kunt
voorstellen. In Parijs hebben we
bijvoorbeeld grote problemen met
zigeuners uit Roemenié. En bo-

(-1 -9

vendien zijn het geen vluchtelin-
gen die recht hebben op een status,
ze zijn nog in hun cigen land. Ze
moeten wachten tot ze terug kun-
nen naar hun huizen,”

Op het schoolplein in Kosovo
Polje - de plek waar 610 jaar gele-
den de Serviérs hun historische ne-
derlaag tegen de Turken leden —
vertellen zigeuners door elkaar
heen hoe goed ze waren voor de
Albanezen. Ze kunnen maar niet
begrijpen, zeggen ze, hoe die hun
woede om wat hun door Serviérs is
aangedaan, nu op hen richten. Ra-
gip Berisha: ,,Mijn buurman werd
door Serviérs gearrestecrd en ge-
marteld. Toen hij terugkwam, heb

ik thee voor hem gemaakt en naar
zijn verhaal geluisterd. Een paar
dagen later werd ik door hem en
zijn vrienden uit mijn huis ge-
j‘aag ‘!’

Avni Ibrahim: Ik heb de drie
koeien van mijn buurman ver-
zorgd. Het was toch beter dat ik de
melk zou hebben dan een of ande-
re Serviér? Binak Liraj, een man
van in de zestig, zwaait met zijn
paspoort. Hij laat een visum voor
Duitsland zien dat op 26 juni afliep
en schrecuwt: ,,Ik ben de enige die
kan bewijzen dat ik nergens aan
mee heb pedaan, ik was in Duits-
land.” De andere zigeuners duwen
hem weg,
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De zigeuners van Kosovo
vormen het doelwit van
wraakacties van de
Kosovaren: zij hebben
volgens de teruggekeerde
Kosovaarse vluchtelingen
de Serviérs geholpen bij de
‘etnische zuiveringey.

Door onze redacteur

PETRA DE KONING

KOSOVO POLIJE, 6 JULl. Vier da-
gen lang werd hij vastgehouden en
met een honkbalknuppel geslagen
door Albanese jongens. Nu zit hij
Oop een stoel in het zigeur]cr-op-
vangkamp in Kosovo Polje, net
buiten Pristina, de hoofdstad van
Kosovo. Een lange, magere man
van een jaar of veertig, in een blau-
we broek met bruine viekken. H ij
kan nauwelijks lopen, hij is ge-
wond aan zijn hoofd, zijn rug, ar-
men en benen. Zijn naam wil hij
niet zeggen, hij is bang voor Alba-
nezen die bij
woonden. ,.Ze willen me afma-
ken.”

Hij werkte, zegt hij, bij de vuil-
nisophaaldienst in Priitina, Tij-
dens de NAVO-bombardementen
moesten hij en zijn collega’s — er
werkten alleen nog zigeuners — de
lichamen opruimen van Albane-
zen die door Serviérs werden ge-
dood. ,,Ze hebben me gezien, Ze
denken dat ik aan het moorden
heb meegedaan.”

Ruim een week nadat de Servi-
sche politie en militairen zich uit
Kosovo hadden teruggetrokken,
kwamen er zo'n vijftien Albanese
Jongens naar zijn huis, ze droegen
uniformen van het Kosovo Bevrij-
dingsleger UCK. ,,Ze haalden ons
huis leeg,” vertelt zijn vrouw, die
achter hem staat. ,,Ze namen alle
televisictoestellen, videorecorders
en stereo-installaties mee.” De |ej-
der van de zigeunerwijk in Pristi-
na, Ragip Berisha, grijpt in. Hij
kijkt woedend naar de Vrouw en
zegt: ,,Jullie hadden maar één tele-
visie, één videorecorder en é¢n ste-
rec-installatie. Die hebben jullie
gekregen van je broer in Duits-
land. En het waren tweedehands
spullen,”

Bijna vijfduizend zigeuners ver-
blijven nu in het opvangkamp, in
een school in' Kosovo Polje. Ze
worden beschermd door Britse mi.
litairen van KFOR.

De zigeuners komen uit alle de-
len van Kosovo, ze viuchtten voor

, Albanezen die hen ervan beschul-

digen dat ze tijdens de NAVO-
bombardementen samenwerkten
met Servische militairen en para-

hem in de buurt '

militairen. Ze zouden hebben mee-
gedaan aan het plunderen en ver-
woesten van Albanese huizen. Ny
jagen Albanezen de zigeuners weg
en steken hun huizen in brand,
Naser Adici, een van de leiders
in het vluchtetingcnkamp, zegt dat
zigeuners.de afgelopen drie weken
naar Servié probeerden te vluch-
ten. ,,Ze werden teruggestuurd, de
autoriteiten zeiden dat er geen
plaats voor ons was in Servie.” De
zigeuners, vindt hij, zijn door de
Serviérs ‘misbruikt’, In Rambouil-
let, waar dit voorjaar werd onder-
handeld over een vredesakkoord
voor Kosovo, maakten zZigeuner-
leiders' deel uit van de Servische

delcgatie. En vanaf het begin van
de NAVO-bombardementen wer-
den zigeuners volgens hem ge-
dwongen om voor de Servi sche mi-
litairen in Kosovo te werken. Ze
brachten hun eten, hielden bedrij-
ven op gang. ,,Maar toen ze weg-
trokken, lieten ze ons achter.”

De zigeunerleiders in Kosovo
Polje proberen de internationale
hulporganisaties in Kosovo er nu
van te overtuigen dat het Westen
de zigeuners moet opnemen. ,,We
kunnen hier niet blijven, De Alba-
nezen haten ons, de Servigrs willen
ons niet,” i

Vincent Cadiergue, medisch
codrdinator van de organisatie
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Hoe steekt Séer;/iér de straat over?

Van een-medewerker ook zichzelf op de hal. Hoe

BELGRADOQ - De Joegoslavische steekt een Serviér de straat over?
president Slobodan Milosevic is - Hij kijkt naar links, naar rechts
wat sip. Hij zit in zijn werkkamer en naar boven.
naar een portret van zichzelf te
' kijken. ,,Wat za] er met ons ge-
beuren als dit allemaa] achter de
rugis”, vraagt hij zijn evenbeeld.
»Nou™, luidt het antwoord, ,,mij
halen ze van de muur, maar jou
hangen ze op,”
In Belgrado is de ene na de an-
@#=e oorlogsgrap te horen. De
- salende grollen over de seks
van Clinton en Monica, de gehate
Albright en de zogenaamd "on-
zichtbare’ Navo-straaljagers zijn
ontelbaar. ,,Te koop: F-117. Beetje
gevlogen, redelijke staat, bijna
onzichtbaar, eventueel ook in on-
derdelen te leveren."
Populaire kranten als Blic en
Glas brachten tijdens elf weken
oorlog iedere dag aforismen over
de bombardementen, Ook de
Popconcerten in het centrum van :
de stad leverden nieuwe kreten
Op. Zoals dit advies van een rasta-
Serviér: 'Burn marihuana, not
people’. Belgrado was '‘Bombay’.
Een café dat 'New York' heette
werd omgedoopt in Bagdad’. In
boekwinkels liggen kleine
bloemlezingen. Vee] leuzen zijn
‘{“ntemet te vinden,
<2el van de 'vicevi’ bevatten
bijtende haat Jegens Clinton en
Albright en zijn niet altijd even
subtiel: ,,Ik heb Albright het
liefst zoals m'n Coca-Cola, Koud
en op tafel.” Of: ,,Columbus, jk (
vervloek je nieuwsgierighejd!”
Aan de andere kant nemen de
Serviérs in hun oorlogshumor !
Em e

’
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>>THE TRUTH IS OUT: NATO LIED

>>In a report Friday by the USA TODAY newspaper, it was leamed that many of
>>the figures used by the Clinton administration and NATO to describe the
>>wartime plight of Albanians in Kosovo were exaggerated, in the mold of
>>Lyndon Johnson's Vietnam War disinformation campaign.

>

>>Just as this report said throughout the Kosovo War, the figures Western
>>leaders used to whip up public support for their war against Yugoslavia
>>were greatly exaggerated. For example, instead of 100,000 ethnic Albanian
>>men feared murdered by Serbs, officials now estimate that about 10,000
were

>>Killed in the civil war. Also, it was leamned that 600,000 ethnic

Albanians

>>were not "trapped within Kosovo itself lacking shelter, short of food,
>>afraid to go home or buried in mass graves dug by their executioners" as
>>President Clinton told a veterans group in May. Instead, while many hid
>>from the fighting, they did so in good health. The paper reported that
>>Kosovo's livestock, wheat and other crops are growing, and were not
>>destroyed wholesale or torched as widely reported by many hysterical
>>Westemn journalists.

>

>>Porter Goss, Chairman of the U.S. House of Representatives' Intelligence
>>Committee was quoted as saying, "Yes, there were atrocities. But no, they
>>don't measure up to the advance billing."

>

>>The exaggerations served a purpose, according to Andrew Bacevic, professor
>>of International Relations at Boston University. “In order to justify this
>>thing, they needed to tap that memory of the Holocaust," says Bacevich,
in

>>the USA TODAY article.

>>
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3. Vuk Karadzic Monument Trashed: Goethe and Schiller Would Have Wept

PRISTINA, July 6 - Two of the greatest German literary minds, Johann
Christoph Schiiler (1758-1805) and Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
(1749-1832) whose busts are facing each other across Vienna's Pa rkring

It was Karadzic who gave Serbia Europe's first, and to this date, only

Gen. Wesley Kanne Clark, who is said to be abje to read the Cyrillic
alphabet, could get by.

And in recognition of his genius, the Vuk Karadzic's bust now lies in

the heap of smoldering trash in Pristina. Need we say another word
about what NATO is about?

e



Schade in Joegoslayi
meer dan 60 miljar

JOEGOSLAVIE De Navo-aanvallen hebben in
Joegoslavié 61,8 miljard gulden schade ver-
oorzaakt. Het duurt vijftien jaar voordat het
land weer het niveau van voor de oorlog
heeft bereikt. Dat blijkt uit een rapport van

P =en groep prominente Joegoslavische eco-

-tomen. Als de economische misére in Joe-
goslavié van de afgelopen tien jaar ook
wordt meegerekend, kan het wel 40 jaar
duren voordat het land er weer bovenop is.
Joegoslavié heeft in elk geval direct behoef:

te aan 2,2 miljard gulden voor de eerste
levensbehoeften en humanitaire goederen.
Omdat officiéle cijfers nog ontbreken, zijn
deze schattingen van de economengroep de
beste raming tot nu toe sinds de oorlog.
Gisteren werden ook cijfers bekend over
de schade in Kosovo. De vernielingen daar
blijken minder omvangrijk dan gedacht, De
Wereldbank en de Europese Unie schatten
de kosten van herbouw van in totaal
120.000 huizen in Kosovo op ongeveer drie

Y.

"
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miljard gulden, afhankelijk van de vraag of
de huizenvaorraad weer op dezelfde manier
terugkeert als voor de crisis.

Morgen vindt in Brussel een conferentie
plaats van landen die Kosovo te hulp willen
schieten, De bijeenkomst is belegd door de
grootste zeven industrielanden, de Europe-
se Unie en de Wereldbank. Het gaat om
humanitaire hulp. Pas in het najaar wordt
gesproken over hulp voor de wederopbouw
van Kosovo. (APJANP)

—————
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L Belgrade to stock up coal and firewood to kleep warm
In winter.

BELGRADE, July 6 (Itar-Tass) -- "The Lord was kind to
the Serbs: the winters during the U.N. sanctions were warm," many residents
of Belgrade say now recalling the time of the recent
Bosnian conflict in the hope that the coming winter will be warm too.

The situation is much more complicated this time. The
European union's embargo on oil supplies is still in effect, and the NATO
airwar against Yugoslavia destroyed the transformer
substations and the high-voltage power transmission lines, leaving Belgrade
with its population of two million without electricity and water supplies for
days.

A recent conference in the government of Serbia
stated that it would be impossible to restore the electric energy complex in
full before the onset of winter. Replacements for the
destroyed transformer stations will have to be ordered abroad and they will
take at least a year to fulfill.

Yugoslavia is counting on assistance from the
friendly countries - Russia, Ukraine, Greece.

The Serbian electricity company is promising to bring
its capacities to 100 million kilowatt/hours this coming winter, while demand
is for 150 million kwt/hrs. It means that there will not be
enough electricity to heat homes. A company official told the conference that
the residents of Belgrade should begin to store up firewood and coal. The
Forestry Ministry is ready to provide 1.6 million cubic metres
of firewood, and another 1.2 million cubic metres of firewood can be expected
to come from private forests.
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Yugoslav City Battling Toxic Enemies
LATimes, Tuesday, July 6, 1999

Balkans: NATO strikes on chemical sites have left environmental
nightmare. MARK FINEMAN, Times Staff Writer

PANCEVO, Yugoslavia--They call it "The Night of the Witches,"
those horrible hours that began at precisely 1 a.m. April 18, when NATO bombs
and missiles rained in force on this Serbian city.
Within seconds, they demolished a refinery, a fertilizer plant and an
American-built petrochemical complex that released a toxic cloud so dense and
potentially lethal that its effects can be felt here even
today--and will be, perhaps, for decades.

The sun never shone here on the morning after, according to
detailed municipal health department logs and video footage.

A thick, grayish-white fog containing concentrations of
carcinogenic vinyl chloride monomer that were 10,600 times above human-safety
limits had settled over the city at dawn and finally
cleared at nightfall on a day of horror that the townsfolk have named for the
Serbian equivalent of Halloween.

But Monday, nearly three months after NATO's devastating attack
on Pancevo--and almost a month after it dropped the last bomb of its air war
on Yugoslavia--here's a glimpse of the enduring
environmental and human nightmare the alliance left behind:

* Physicians in this city 10 miles northeast of the Yugoslav and
Serbian capital, Belgrade, have privately recommended that all women who were
in town that night avoid pregnancy for at least the next two
years. Women who were less than nine weeks pregnant in mid-April were advised
to obtain abortions, and doctors say most have complied.

* The canal leading from Pancevo's South Zone Industrial Complex
is still awash with vinyl chloride, even after much of the 100 tons of
cancer-causing chemical released from the Petro Hemija factory
that night already has mixed into the waters, the riverbed and most likely
the food chain of the mighty Danube River just downstream.

* And still, the ground in and around Pancevo is saturated with
ammonia, mercury, naphtha, acids, dioxins and other toxins that leaked and
burned out of the factories that night, raising

yet-unanswered questions about the long-term impact on a city struggling to
survive day to day.
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"Only in the next two years or 20 ca
consequences of that night wi
Mikovic, said Monday.

) n | tell you what the full
Il be," Pancevo's pro-democracy mayor, Srdjan

"I'm afraid you will find a lot of our people in the oncolog
s y
ward fighting cancer, or perhaps in the hematology department or centers for
respiratory diseases, or perhaps in the morgue. But for

today, it's enough to worry just how to get through the summer and the cold
winter that lies ahead," Mikovic said.

_ Although perhaps the most dramatic, Pancevo is one of many
environmental disasters that are legacies of NATO's war on Yugoslavia and its
dominant republic, Serbia--78 days of aerial assaults on power
plants, factories, fuel refineries and storage tanks. The alliance said these

attacks were intended to degrade Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic's
regime and war machine.

On Monday, the phones still were ringing wildly in Dr. Slobodan
Tosovic's office at Belgrade's Public Institute of Health, where the chief

ecotoxicologist was fielding questions and complaints from throughout this
war-damaged land.

Municipal officials in the opposition-ruled town of Kragujevac to
the south were begging for permission to flush out a lagoon poisoned by PCBs,

which were released from a power plant that NATO bombed there toward the end
of the war.

Officials phoned in from the opposition-led city of Novi Sad in
the north, appealing for the federal government to speed up its study of
their underground water reservoir--an ongoing effort, Tosovic said,
to determine whether PCBs or other poisons had polluted the city's entire
drinking-water supply.

"It's enough to make me believe the Americans and NATO were
making a biochemical experiment with us," said Tosovic, who wrote a paper
during the war titled "Aggression on Yugoslavia: Indirect Chemical Warfare."

But Monday, Tosovic downplayed the short-term toxic impact of the
war.

"The fact is, we were quite lucky,” he said. "We have the
capacity to clean up the channel in Pancevo, and already we've cleaned up the
worst-hit areas of the Danube and other rivers. There are no

lasting air poliution problems. And last week, we lifted the fishing ban on
the Danube.”

The Serbian Health Ministry, which includes Tosovic's department,
also has issued an urgent advisory to physicians, urging them to stop
recommending abortions and birth control--an issue with
broad political and sociological implications in a nation where 10 years of

war-induced poverty among delicately balanced ethnic groups already have sent
Serbian birthrates plunging.

"We begged these women not to stop their pregnancies because we
didn't want a biological war on top of a chemical one," Tosovic said.

Initial tests of crops and farm animals, he asserted, have shown
only marginal levels of toxicity, although he cautioned that ongoing DNA
testing of seeds and embryos to determine the longer-term

genetic impact of dioxins and other pollutants on the food chain will not be
completed until this fall.
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But Tosovic and other Yugoslav scientists acknowledge

of the greatest environmental effects may have yet to be felt_g SR
[Facing a winter in which heat and electricity will be in short

supply in a nation where most power plants and oil refineries were crippled,
many of Yugoslavia's 10 million people are scraping together

what little money they have to buy stoves that burn wood. And the demand for
that fuel, the scientists say, will threaten Serbia's forests and national

parks, which already have been emptied of several endangered

species that fled during the war.

_ "Everyone here is buying a Smederevac," said Nena Simendic, news
editor of Pancevo's opposition-run local television station, citing the name
of Yugoslavia's most popular wood-burning stove.

"Of course, it's going to ruin the environment even more, but who
here has the luxury to worry about that?" she said. "For us, it's
survival--in the here and now."

For Simendic and her mayor, who fiercely guarded the independent
voice of TV Pancevo throughout the NATO war, the fact that this town may have
suffered some of the longest-term damage of the
U.S.-led air war represents far more than a single irony.

First, Mayor Mikovic produced municipal records documenting that
the petrochemical plant that opened in 1978 was built by three American
companies and a German firm. Two other U.S. corporations, along
with a French concern, built the oil refinery. And the fertilizer plant was a
joint venture by the U.S., Spain and the Netherlands.

"The Americans built that factory, so they knew precisely what
was inside when they bombed it," Mikovic said of the petrochemical plant
where a NATO bomb ripped apart the storage sphere containing the
vinyl chloride monomer--a raw material for plastic products.

Then there was Pancevo's political and philosophical past. It was
just a year ago, Mikovic recalled, at a time when the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization already was threatening to bomb Yugoslavia,
that the city hosted an international women's water polo tournament that the
American team won.

"You should have heard the crowd cheer when they raised the
American flag and played your national anthem," Mikovic told a visiting
American on Monday.

And historically, Pancevo has been one of Serbia's fiercest
bastions of anti-Milosevic activism--right in the backyard of the nation's
capital, the center of the Yugoslav president's regime.

"It is very difficult now to explain to my people why Pancevo
should have been so victimized by this war," Mikovic said. "And | don't think
the people here will applaud the American flag again for some time to come."

A handful of private, nonprofit Western aid agencies concerned
about Yugoslavia's postwar environment already have visited Pancevo and other
heavily bombed Yugoslav cities and towns in recent
weeks, and a multinational, nongovernmental conference on the issue is
scheduled to take place in Belgrade on July 15.

"But if the Western countries and their private investment do not
open now to these opposition towns they bombed throughout Serbia," the mayor
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said, "Mr. Milosevic and his Socialist Party of

Serbia will be able to keep saying the whole world is agai
. ‘ . nst us. And that,
I'm afraid, will make them stronger. ’

"I'm gpeaking personally now. | have many cousins in the United
State_s. My sister is now in Los Angeles. We have had so many connections with
America through the years. And now, we have been left like this, feeling
utterly alone.”

o Askeq about his concerns for his own health after 11 weeks of
v!smng the sites of each NATO strike in Pancevo and of living under the
vinyl-chloride cloud for an entire day, Mikovic shrugged.

"Living through this war," he said, "has taught me to believe in
destiny."

Simendic, who covered the city's environmental disaster for her
TV station April 18 and throughout the war, was even less sanguine.

"First, we have to rid ourselves of Milosevic," she said, "and
then we can worry about everything else we've got."

Copyright 1999 Los Angeles Times. All Rights Reserved

Copyright © 1996-99 Serbian Unity Congress. All Rights Reserved.
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Justification of aggression
July 07, 1999

Marko Djuric

Bombing of Yugoslavia stopped, but media lies continue for
further justification of the bombing and aggression.

In the course of the aggression, it is acknowledged even by
professional Western journalists, NATO officials and spokesmen said numerous
lies for justifying bombing of Serbia, from the statement on
"devastation of military capacities of Yugoslavia” to the number of
ethnic-Albanian refugees that NATO, together with members of the so-called
KLA, sent into exile and used for justification of its attacks on civilian
targets in Yugoslavia.

Members of NATO countries are now in Kosovo and Metohija under
the UN flag for the application of the UN Resolution on multi-ethnic Kosovo
and Metohija and member of the terrorist so-called
KLA kill Serbs, Montenegrins, Gypsies and other non-Albanian inhabitants and
burn their houses in order to realize the same aim as before - ethnically
cleansed Kosovo.
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Military completely defeated by the Yugoslav police forces,

m_emper of the so-called KLA however arose in the southern Serbia province
with light and heavy weaponry to realize their intention with

the alq_of uninterested and weak KFOR troops. They created in Kosovo and
Metohija a situation without law and order; they kill and expel even

ethpﬁc-Albanians who refused terrorism as a way of struggle fore any
political aim.

However, NATO countries need something more now, they need "an
evidence" that they really protected ethnic-Albanians by killing throughout
Yugoslavia. To their own public opinion, which was much
disturbed by the bombing of a sovereign state, "The Gods of War" now ask a
simplified question: "Are you still, after discovery of all crimes of Serbs
over ethnic-Albanians, against our action against Yugoslavia?"

After the arrival of KFOR troops and hundreds of Western
journalists in Kosovo, the chase on "massive graves" began. Every local
village cemetery turned into possible massive grave, several-year old
corpses became "proofs" of Serbian crimes, and every victim can be

ethnic-Albania killed by Serbs. As in Kosovo and Metohija there is no person
who died a natural death.

These orgies of lies of foreign media and journalists eager of
exclusivity and justification of the aggression on civilians are lacking of
facts and basic logic.

In conflicts of the Yugoslav Police and the so-called KLA there
were numerous dead persons who had to be buried. Serbian competent
authorities, if it was possible, determined their identity, gave them to
their families or buried in particular graves. Otherwise, they were buried in
joint graves properly marked.

During the NATO aggression, ethnic-Albanian terrorists had to be
buried in the Albanian territory. In coordinated action of the NATO aircraft
and well-armed ethnic-Albanian terrorists attacking

Yugoslav soldiers at the border with Albania there were hundreds of dead

Albanians. In the action called "Arrow" in which 4000 ethnic-Albanians took
part, more that 500 were killed. The journalists could investigate
where and how these ethnic-Albanians were buried.

Both terrorist and civilian victims of the NATO bombing were
numerous. NATO military commanders recognized two greatest crimes over the
ethnic-Albanian civilians - shelling of the refugee convoy in
Djakovica-Prizren road, when 75 persons were killed and the attack on
civilians in Korisa village when 87 persons were murdered. Victims of the
NATO bombing were also numerous villages, in which lived Albanians,
Serbs and Gypsies, which were leveled to the ground. NATO spokesmen called
them "collateral damages" and justified with higher aims of "protecting

Pagina 2




-J'h}

ethnic-Albanians in the Serbian southern province".

Civilians - Serbs, ethnic-Albanians, Gypsies and all others were buried in
particular or massive graves.

Members of the so-called KLA were also ncollateral damages”.
NNATO attacked Kosare military post, left by the Yugoslav Army, believing
that the Yugoslav soldiers were in it. However, the terrorists
had overtook it and according a Western Agency report, the Alliance killed
more than a hundred of ethnic-Albanians. In another "collateral damage",
bombing of the prison in Istok, in which were condemned
ethnic-Albanian terrorists - murderers of women, children and Serbia and
Yugoslavia Police force members, 92 persons were killed. In the third NATO
mistake, presented as a bombing of the Yugoslav Army, several
bunkers used by KLA members for attacks on the Yugoslav porder guard were
devastated. Records about the number of victims among ethnic-Albanian
terrorists were not published.

Killed Yugoslav soldiers and policemen, who have their names and
families mourning after them, were also victims of the NATO bombings and
attacks of the ethnic-Albanian terrorists. In the course of 79 days
of the NATO aggression, only in Kosovo, 166 soldiers were killed and 299
seriously and slightly wounded. One hundred fifty-nine policemen and 47
soldiers were victims of ethnic-Albanian terrorists during the last year and
beginning of this one.

There are numerous victims of ethnic-Albanian terrorists and
criminal gangs who cared neither for nationality or reason for killing. KFOR
troops daily convince of unscrupulousness of these killers.

However, Serbs are their greatest victims. Several tens of Serbian civilians
were killed in the period from January 1999 till the beginning of the NATO
attack on Yugoslavia. In the last two years several mass

graves were discovered as well as spots of massive killing of Serbian
civilians, such as Klecka, Volujak, Glodjane and others.

All these victims, both victims of their own crimes and victims
of ethnic-Albanian terrorists, NATO propaganda attempts to present as
ethnic-Albanian victims of crimes committed by Serbs. Nobody
who knows how impudent and unscrupulous their propaganda is would not be
surprised to see the Yugoslav Police forces, who legitimately struggled
against terrorism in their territory, put in front of the political court.

[ Home | Encyclopedia | Facts&Figures | News ]
Copyright © 1998, 1999 Ministry of Information
Email: mirs@srbija-info.yu
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. Over 8,000 Serb refugees returmn to Kosovo --
Minister.

BELGRADE, July 4 (ltar-Tass) - Over 8,000 Serbs,
Montenegrins and people of other nationalities have returned to Kosovo,
Yugoslav Minister for Refugees and Displaced Persons Bratislava Morina
Said over the Serbian state television on Sunday.

In her words, all of them left home because of
violence of gunmen of the Kosovo Liberation Army and found refuge in other

places of Serbia. Conditions for the safe return are now created, Morina
said.

About 71,500 Serbs, Montenegrins and Gypsies left the
territory after the withdrawal of the Yugoslav army and police, according to
information of the Office of the U.N. High Commissioner for
Refugees. The displaced persons included Albanians loyal to the Yugoslav
authorities. They were ordered to leave for Serbia by July 1 by the KLA
gunmen.

The organized return of Serbs started practically
parallel to the Serb exodus from Kosovo, but those who returned were few.
Assembly points were opened in communities bordering

Kosovo and refugees were taken home under the protection of KFOR servicemen.
The return of some, primarily judges, staffers of prosecutor’s offices and
the energy company, was obligatory. Physicians

and nurses must return to Kosovo by Monday by order of the health minister.
If not, they will be dismissed.
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The Independent : Taken in by the Nato line
July 07, 1999

London, July 7, 1999 (Independent) - Journalists were bombarded
with information from the Nato and British forces media machines during the
Kosovo crisis. Our war correspondent looks at some
cases of combat fatigue and takes his colleagues to task for War does stra nge
things to reporters.

A colleague of mine - a normally decent, thoughtful, rational man
- went completely bonkers in the run up to the 1991 Gulf war. It was a moral
war, he kept exclaiming. We were not trying to
liberate Kuwait because of its oil wealth but because of the West's moral
mission.

And when the press corps - thousands and thousands of them -
turned up en masse at the Grand Hotel in Pristina in the wake of Nato's army
this month, it wasn't difficult to spot those of our colleagues who
had been taken over by events. Two gentlemen of the press arrived in full
military following orders costume and floppy camoufiage hats; another -
presumably unable to shake off his Gulf war experiences -
marched into the cockroach infested hotel in desert fatigues, having not
noticed that the Balkans are covered in trees and grass.

And sure enough, there arrived, too, the "frothers", those
journalists who had convinced themselves of the justice of this war and of
the wickedness of the opposing side,
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_ _Even before Nato's advance, David Chater of Sky TV- a courageous
Journalist who was seriously injured in Croatia at the start of the Yugoslay
war - was lecturing us on the "moral” cause behind the

conflict; by the time he reached Djakovica and Pec in advance of Italian
tropps, he was announcing that "there's a sense of fear and a smell of
evil...this evil... is still going on and | doubt that anyone is doing

anything about it." Now I'm always a bit concerned for people who "smell"
evil. Evil may be palpable and it's Possible to smell the awful results of

evil - but | suspect that people who think they can actually

smell wickedness need a holiday. Or at least a reminder that they have not
taken holy orders.

And the flip side of this moralising can be extremely unpleasant.
In Belgrade, for example, a CNN reporter astounded one of his English
colleagues after Nato had bombed a narrow road bridge in the
Yugoslav village of Varvarin, killing dozens of civilians, many of whom fell
1o their death in the River Morava. "That'll teach them not to stand on
bridges,” he roared. This was not the kind of language he used
on air, of course, where CNN's report on the bridge killings was accompanied
by the remark that there had been civilian casualties "according to the Serb
authorities” - all this when CNN's own crew had
been there and filmed the decapitated corpse of the local priest.

But does any of this matter when CNN's cryptic warning about its
own Belgrade reports being subject to "certain restrictions" effectively
destroyed the credibility of its journalists? Serb
restrictions there were aplenty for the TV boys - but was Nato allowing
journalists to wander on to the Aviano airbase to interview its returning
pilots? Were there not a few "restrictions” in our reporting of Nato and all
its works?

Not that you'd need them in Brussels, for most of the journalists
at Nato headquarters were so supine, so utterly taken in by Nato's generals
and air commodores that their questions might have been
printed out for them by Nato in advance.

There were a few exceptions - Christopher Dickey of Newsweek
comes to mind - but most of the others allowed themselves to be used as a
mouthpiece for the military, sheep who bleated appropriately when Nato
boasted of the bombing sorties over Serbia or who passed on Nato's regrets
when it killed civilians. By the time American jets had destroyed an entire
hospital at Surdulica, they gave up, failing to

challenge Shea even when he claimed - untruthfully - that the hospital was a
barracks.

For challenging authority is part of a journalist's job. And
challenging one's own representatives in time of war is a duty, albeit a
difficult one, in a democracy. Not a soul among the Nato press corps
attempted to question the extraordinary claims of military success against
the Yugoslav Third Army in Kosovo - claims which now turn out to have been a
pack of lies. (The Serbs, interestingly enough, say they
lost 19 tanks - but Nato officials now privately think they only destroyed
13!) Is there not a lesson in all this for Matthew Chance of CNN or the BBC's

Mark Laity who has shown himself, when talking to generals, to be a sheep in
sheep's clothing?
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Even Nato's language went unchallenged. It exhumed that dreadful
old Gulf war phrase "collateral damage"; and the use of "air campaign" for
Nato's bombardment - as if hundreds of MIG 29s were
attacking our brave bomber pilots - went unquestioned. But why shouldn't it
when information about the war - for the first time in recent history - was
directed almost entirely at a tabloid audience?

James Shea could quote Hobbes and Shakespeare, but it was his
smug references to the turning off of Belgrade's lights that caught the
flavour of his media approach. This was a war for the bloke in the
street and the more vividly Shea expressed his horror the more simple the
conflict appeared to be. And the message was simple. Nato would bomb Serbia
until the refugees are allowed to return home. The fact that most
of the refugees were alive an in their homes when Nato began the war - the
fact that Shea's lip smacking exposes of mass graves proved that Nato had

totally failed to protect the people for whom it had supposedly gone to war -
was totally ignored.

What no newspaper picked up was the critical difference between
the "peace" agreement which Serbia refused to sign in March, which would have
allowed Nato troops free movement throughout all of
Serbia and given the Albanians a three year opt-out clause for independence -
and the watered down version which ended the war, which restricted Nato to
Kosovo and insisted that Kosovo remained part of
Serbia. Not one journalist asked the obvious question: if the world had
offered this to the Serbs in the first place, might they have accepted? Might
we have avoided war? For some reporters, the excitement of
Kosovo's 'liberation’ - we shall see if the K.L.A. really believes this is
the right word - proved too much.

Amid the "frothers" and the sheep, however there were a few
steady hands and - pain me though it does to say this of a Murdoch show - Sky
TV's coverage seemed by far the most independent-minded. Jeremy
Thompson's polite sergeant major approach to all interviewees while Keith
Graves - a wolf in wolf's clothing - well and truly shafted Nato when he
found French troops controlling the flow of Albanian looters through the
streets of Graca.

But there is another CNN story that still needs explanation. Two
days before Nato bombed the Serb television headquarters in Belgrade, CNN
received a tip from its Atlanta headquarters that the
building was to be destroyed. They were told to remove their facilities from
the premises at once, which they did. A day later, Serbian information
minister Aleksander Vucic received a faxed invitation from
the Larry King Live show in the US, to appear on CNN. They wanted him on air
at 2.30 in the moming of 23 April and asked him to arrive at Serb Television
half an hour early for make-up. Vucic was late - which was
just as well for him since Nato missiles slammed into the building at six
minutes past two. The first one exploded in the make up room where the young
Serb assistant was burned to death. CNN calls this all a
coincidence, saying that the Lamry King show, put out by the entertainment
division, did not know of the news department's instruction to its men to
leave the Belgrade building.
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“Helft Kosovaérse
dieren gedo d

LONDEN — 1, oorl?p in
Kosovo heeft het leven ge.
kost aan zekey de helft van
het aantal dieren in de Servi-
sche provincie. Dit zegt de
dierenbescherm ingsorgani-
satie World Society for the
Protection of Animals,

oor het conflict bestond
de Kosovaarse veestapel uit
cirea 700,000 beesten. De die-
ren die de oorlog overleefden
zijn er doorgaans slecht aan
toe. Veel dieren zijn ziek of
gewond. - (ANP)
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"El Mundo™: KFOR feeble in front of Albanian mobsters
July 08, 1999 :

Madrid, 8th July (Tanjug) - "Albanian maffia took the positions
in towns in Kosovo and Metohija", it is said in the title of an article

published in the Spanish daily "El Mundo” today.

This daily writes that "together with ethnic-Albanians who fled
from Kosovo and Metohija, armrived mobsters, Albanian citizens who deal with
Smuggling of tobacco, petrol, cars as well as narcotics". The

daily says that the number of Albanian mobsters has been tripled in ten last
days.

"El Mundo" notices that members of the Albanian maffia come
mainly by luxurious passenger automobiles with dark glasses or by jeeps.

" We do not care for the control in Italian-French KFOR sector”,
Says one mobster, some Redzep, who refused to say his real name to the
reporter of "El Mundo", "We have perfect relations with NATO and
the UN" points out that "Redzep". "El Mundo" precisely says that this mobster

is " an old member of Sigurimi, secret police that turned Albania into a
maffia country",

The Spanish daily states that Albanians from the mother country
torture and blackmail primarily ethnic-Albanians from Kosovo and Metohija,
confirming that statement by a story of Nemir Basi from Kosovska Mitrovica.

“Albanians from Albania offered me to reconstruct my
semi-demolished bar. When | refused, they started to blackmail. Now, in my
dreams | see black cars with darken glass", says Bashi and adds: "

People of Kosovo and Metohija now simply wish to survive and mobsters from
Albania exploit our situation".

Bushi adds that "narcotics, brought by Albanians from their
mother country are at the moment the most available goods in the market",

Numerous ethnic-Albanians from Kosove and Metohija have confirmed
this story, according to the Spanish "El Mundo”.
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Mondiale regels
voor de vrede
bestaan niet

‘ J.H. Sampiemon
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“des te zwaarder omdat met name
'de Kosovaarse Serviers zijn opg

Wat Kosovo betreft is het nog te
vroeg om vast te stellen welke kant
het opgaat. De vertraging in hetop
sterkte brengen van de verschillen-
de internationale organisaties die
bij het bewaren van de vrede en de
wederopbouw een taak toebe-
deeld hebben gekregen, heeft de
toon gezet voor het verdere ver-
loop van de internationale be-
moeienis, De  voortdurende
wraakneming van Kosovaarse Al-
banezen op Kosovaarse Serviérs,
hoe verklaarbaar ook gezien water
aan vooraf is gegaan, wekt dage-
lijks meer twijfel aan de effectivi-
teit van de vredesmacht en het tij-
delijke  internationale bestuur.
Niets is funester voor het gezag
dan wanneer ordehandhavers lij-
delijk toezien bij het plegen van
misdaden. Het excuus dat de NAvVO
geen politictaak heeft en dat de vn
nog op zich laten wachten, schiet
tekort om de nu al gemiste kansen
goed te praten.

Naast de emoties van de ver-
schillende bevolkingsgroepen en
de misdragingen die daaruit voort-
vloeien, vormt in Kosovo het ugk
een complicerende factor. Volgens
het jongsie vredesakkoord moct
de beweging zich ,,demilitarise-
ren”, een term die voor velerlei uit-
leg vatbaar is. Het ugk geefl er in
ieder geval een eigen uitleg aan, in-
clusief lokaal bepaalde varianten.
De uniformen worden uitgetrok-
ken, maar lang niet alle wapens
zijn ingeleverd. Waar de interna-
tionale organisaties een bestuur-
lijk vacuiim laten ontstaan —en dat
is praktisch overal — is het ugk
maar al te bereid dat op te vullen.
In steden en dorpen hecft het zich
genesteld in gebouwen van waar-
uit nog maar kortgeleden de Servi-
sche furie werd gedirigeerd. Uit de
‘voorlopige regering’ wordt de
aanhang van de pacifistische Ko-
sovaarse ‘president’ Rugova ge-
weerd. Tegenover de, nog niet in
Kosovo gearriveerde, internatio-
nale bestuurders wordt alvast een
ultimatieve toon aangeslagen: u
doet het zoals wij willen, of wij
gaan weer de bergen in.

Naast de begeleiding van de te-
rugkeer naar Kosovo van de hon-
derdduizenden vluchtelingen
blijkt bescherming van niet-Alba-
nese  bevolkingsgroepen  een
hoofdtaak van de internationale
vertegenwoordiging te worden.
De verantwoordelijkheid weegt!

en de provincie nié
ie oproep sch
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Donau door bommen
ZwWaar vervui

- -

JOEGOSLAVIE Het WereldNatuur-
Fonds (WNF) doet onderzoek naar
de mogelijke vervuiling van de
Donau als gevolg van de NAVO-
bombardementen op Joegoslavié.
Gevreesd wordt dat er Zware
metalen en kwik in zitten.

Het onderzoek, dat wordt uit-
gevoerd door het Donau-Karpa-
tenprogramma van het WNF in
samenwerking met een Rpe-

meens laboratorium, richt zich |

vooral op een 120 kiInrneterJﬂng ;
Stuk van de rivier bij de grens met

Roemenié en Joegoslavié. (AP)
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KFOR CONDEMNS LATEST ANTI-SERB VIOLENCE

PRISTINA - KFOR spokesman Louyjs Gameau disclosed and
Cﬂl'l_demned Wednesday severa) latest assaults on Serbs in Kosovo-Metohija, but
attributed the acts of violence, as KFOR

fepresentatives usually do, to criminal activities, not to systematic and
Organized terror of the separatist-terrorist organization calling itself the
"Kosovo Liberation Army".

Gameau said that shots were fired Tuesday about
! 10.45 p.m. on a Canadian helicopter o

N a reconaissance flight over Pristina.
The helicopter was not hit.
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SERBIAN TRADE UNION GIVES RELIEF, FINANCIAL AID TO
80,000 JOBLESS

BELGRADE - The Serbian Trade Union Federation (889),
in cooperation with the Labour Ministry, has secured relief aid in money and
humanitarian parcels for 80,000 workers made jobless by
NATO's bombing of Yugoslavia from March 24 to June 10.

SSS Secretary Slobodan Jovanovic told TANJUG on
Thursday that the jobless are already getting the minimum wage of 230 dinars
(38 German marks) a month, which they will be getting for three
months, along with pension and health plan payments.

The 300-dinar (50 G-mark) humanitarian parcels
contain basic materials for personal hygiaene and foodstuffs, mostly from the
government's commodity reserves.

Jovanovic said that 100,000 workers in Serbia have
been made jobless as a direct result of the air strikes, which makes a total
of about half a million jobless down the chain of production.

Some companies whose machinery has survived the
destruction of the buildings are looking for cooperation with those that have
available space, in order to resume production, he said.

Sloboda of Cacak, for instance, has already taken
back 1,700 workers to manufacture household appliances, and the Milan
Blagojevic chemicals plant of Lucani has rehired a number of people, too, he
added.
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YUGOSLAV FOREIGN MINISTER WRITES TO UN
SECRETARY-GENERAL

NEW YORK - Yugoslav Foreign Minister Zivadin
Jovanovic addressed Wednesday to the UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan a letter
stating that Yugoslavia had fully and timely honored all its
commitments set out in the UN Security Council Resolution 1244.

KFOR and UNMIK should fully respect Yugoslavia's
sovereignty and territorial integrity in implementing their mandate,
Jovanovic said.

Jovanovic urged Annan to contribute to the full
compliance with the SC Resolution through his representative for
Kosovo-Metohija and appropriate initiatives through the Security Council
in line with his powers, especially as regards guarantees for safe
environment and full protection of citizens and their property.

Such steps should be aimed at halting acts of
terrorism, Jovanovic said.

Jovanovic also pointed to the need for abidance by
the law and respect of principles of the rule of law in the state, in line
with Yugoslavia's sovereignty and territorial integrity.

Among the priority tasks whose realization must be
ensured by the UN and Annan, Jovanovic listed the halting of illegal
usurpation and occupation by force of private and state property,
immediate restitution of all real estate taken away by force to its legal
owners, and the return of all employees of both private and public setors to
their jobs from which they were expelled by force.
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Several thousand Serbs have been for three days
protesting the KFOR decision to bar former community leaders from work.
Although the town is populated mostly by Serbs, the administration will now
be Albanian.

On Thursday Serbs blocked the administrative building
and did not allow Albanians in.

Russia says NATO slow in KLA disarmament.

UNITED NATIONS, July 9 (ltar-Tass) - Russia said on
Thursday that NATO troops in Kosovo were slow in disarming the Albanian
Kosovo Liberation Army and added that it would work to ensure a change in the
situation.

KLA demilitarisation is "insufficiently dynamic" and
KFOR "is clearly not doing everything is that direction", Russian ambassador
to the United Nations Sergei Lavrov said at the open session of the Security
Council.

He recalled that the UN Kosovo resolution 1244
“clearly and unambiguously envisages the demilitarisation of the KLA and
other armed groups of Kosovo Albanians".

The KFOR task envisages "a true disarmament of the
KLA militants with a complete liquidation of all military structures of the
organisation which cannot reappear in any form", Lavrov said.

He warned that "without a fast and efficient solution
of the task it is impossible to stabilise the situation in Kosovo and around
it and ensure a stable and lasting settlement of the Kosovo crisis".

He said Russia hopes for a breakthrough in the
situation. "We shall continue to exert efforts for that, including in the
framework of the UN Security Council", the ambassador said.
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"When you go to a shop owned by an Albanian or to an Albanian
doctor you will not be served if you don't speak Albanian... The prices are
changed depending in which language you are speaking", a Turk woman stated to
the paper.

Turks in Kosovo are afraid of the development to the situation in
Kosovo and Metohija dictated in this moment by the radical Albanians.

"f we continue to feel unsafe, our only way out will be to flee
to Turkey", Turks from Kosovo agree.

According to the census from 1991, more than ten thousands of
Turks were living in Kosovo and Metohija but many of them fled in the
meantime.

After the withdrawal of the Yugoslav Army and police, Albanians
started to assault not only Serbs and Montenegrins but Gypsies and the
members of the other non- Albanian nationalities as well. More
than ten thousands of Gypsies fled Kosovo and Metohija in June.
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"Turkish Daily News": Even Turks Afraid of Albanians
July 09, 1999

Even Turk minority afraid of Albanians

Istanbul, July 9 - At the time when Albanian separatist Kosovo
Liberation Army (KLA) intends to impose it self be a ruling force in Kosovo
and Metohija, members of the Turk minority are afraid of
Albanians who are prosecuting Serbs, Montenegrins, Gypsies and the members of

the other national minorities.

"Turks are afraid of Albanian nationalism, revenge and pressure.
Accused of collaboration with Serbs during the Kosovo crises, Turks are
deeply concerned would they face the pressure and
discrimination”, the "Turkish Daily News" daily from Istanbul published in

English says.

A journalist of that eminent paper who talked with Turk refugees
said they were deeply concerned when speaking about the mutual life of Turks
and Albanians in Kosovo and Metohija. Their fear is not without any basis.

"Massive exodus of Turks from Kosovo and Metohija could occur if
their security and rights are not guaranteed", they warned.

Members of the separatist Kosovo Liberation Army condemned Turks
in Kosovo and Metohija for not joining them in the beginning of 20s when
Albanians started to deny governmental institutions. They
didn't support that terrorist group but it doesn't mean they supported the
Serbian side.

_"We had to be objective", a Turk refugee explained. "It's
possible that Serbs don't like us but they have at least always respected
us", a Turk refugee stressed.

‘Turks confess they have so far had their own schools, department
of T.'ur.klsf] language at the Philology Faculty, political parties and cultural
societies in Kosovo and Metohija. They even have
their own TV program (limited in time), can publish their papers an
magazines. Now they are afraid to lose all of that.

Then? are many similarities between Albanians and Turks:
language, religious, P_ustorical and cultural similarities. But besides all
that, more deeper misunderstandings occurred in their relationships lately.

"Many Turks (in Kosovo) claim that the most Albanian
. /1 ] : S are not
accepting their identity saying Turks are actually Albanians. This

in-tol ; G e : .
cnrt1 cﬁ?gcti:.e brought to the obvious discrimination", the "Turkish Daily News"
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"The Washington Post": Westem lies on Kosovo and Metohija
revealed

July 09, 1999
Western lies revealed

New York, July 9 (Tanjug) - All the UN representatives and the
relief organizations are now quite clear that the western media, in one of
the greatest propaganda lies, deliberately and calculatedly
launched stories of alleged humanitarian crises and endangered Kosovo
Albanians.

“The Washington Post" reveals on Friday that the picture of the
field, in Kosovo it self, at least concerning Kosovo Albanians - who were
falsely and maliciously proclaimed alleged victims - was false. The
daily publishes statements by several UN officials and its agencies which
openly say that the situation regarding the Kosovo Albanians is mare "softer”
than it was in almost apocalyptic manner presented in the western media.

In a report UN prepare on humanitarian situation in the Serbia's
province, judging on what Washington daily revealed, NATO's bombing is
mentioned least of all, although it was the real cause of the
crises. The key issue - which damage the province suffered from the NATO's
bombs - is only lightly mentioned. In spite of that, the report offers
numbers concerning the refugees' return and doesn't comment the
fact that these so-called refugees came back to their homes unbelievably
fast. The situation which welcomed the refugees is much better than
estimations of different agencies predicted, relaying their reports on brutal
lies of the western media.

Provisional chief of UNMIK (United Nations mission in Kosovo)
Sergio De Mello, avoiding to directly confront past, obviously false,
estimations and data with the truth situation in the field, has
also confirmed that Albanians returned on strangely short notice. UN
officials now confess that they practically didn't register how many refugees
or internally displaced persons were there in Kosovo and
Metohija, for whom western media claimed even half a million of persons.

As soon as the bombing ended, they have returned to their houses

ahnd that should clearly show relief agencies what was the truth reason of
their flee.

What, unfortunately, was not mentioned in the_UN report is, as
much as the "Washington Post" cited, a hard situation of the non-Albanian
population, prosecuted and terrorized by separatist Albanians.

e
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NATO Killed More Serb Civilians than Found Dead Albanians
July 09, 1999

Berlin, July 8 (Tanjug) - All the way back at the beginning of
the completely meaningless and needless aggression of the strongest forces of
the modern world on Yugoslavia, it could be expected the NATO
propaganda would have to engage the bribed Western media and agencies for
public relations only at the end of the unjustified air attack on a sovereign
country, so as to consequently find justification for the
criminal attacks, writes the Berlin Junge Velt journal.

Pointing out that it is not in the least easy, even for such an
atrocious propaganda machine such as the NATO's, to justify before the public
of the NATO countries the killing of innocent Yugoslav
civilians and the destruction of the very foundations of a country's economic
life in savage bombing yet unnoted in recent history, the Berlin newspaper
emphasizes that the NATO propaganda had to resort to
the lowest of lies, false information and media scams so as to “represent
Yugoslavs, especially Serbs, to the world as real monsters".

The Berlin newspaper reminds that the political leaders of the
NATO members did everything even during the war to blacken and demonize above
all the Serb leadership and the Serb armed forces. It
also emphasizes that "the war is not led against the Serb people, although
members of the Serb population were the ones most exposed to the terror of
the NATO bombing".
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In the course of the war itself, NATO chiefs and politicians of
@he aggressor countries stated always new and different reasons and arguments
In order to justify the aggression. The Berlin journal reminds
that the images of the poverty and suffering of the Albanian refugees from
Kosovo and Metohija were used as proof of alleged Serb systematic expelling
of Albanians, who ran away in fear of the war, the barbaric
NATO bombing and the frightening terror of the so-called KLA over "turncoats
and traitors",

Attempts were persistently made at representing a holocaust of
mass killings and mass graves, which needs to be stopped, in Kosovo and
Metohija.

However, the Junge Velt emphasizes, now that in the military
presence of the NATO itself, practically under its protection, ethnic
cleansing of Serbs from Kosovo and Metohija is performed by members of
the so-called KLA, the NATO propagandists are in a dilemma with their
argumentation.

Since they do not wish to publicly stand by the nationalist
terrorists of the so-called KLA on this issue, the NATO's maneuvering space
is becoming more and more narrow and their propagandists are
forced, the Berlin journal explains, to represent the exodus of Serbs from
Kosovo and Metohija to the public of the NATO countries as acceptable through
ceaseless increase in alleged Serb crimes just so
that the "polish on the alleged humanitarian NATO intervention” is not
damaged.

The Junge Velt writes that "the receipt for this was found in
blaming not only the Serb leadership and armed forces, but the Serbs as a
people now". This cheap excuse the media have accepted immediately
and the number of texts on the theme is increasing daily, emphasizes the
Berlin newspaper citing as a typical example the article in the Washington
Post of June 30th entitled "Serbs Guilty for Their Leaders' Actions".

What everyone has been supposing for a long time is now
confirmed. The entire Serb people is evil - evil is probably in Serb genes.
"The Serbs now running away from Kosovo and Metohija are not
victims of a new ethnic cleansing or imposing of collective guilt, but they
are a lot more - victims of their own support for Milosevic's war", cites the
Berlin newspaper the writing of the Washington Post.

"Serbs must no longer shut their eyes before the horrors they
themselves committed in Kosovo and Metohija", writes the Washington Post
recommending the Serb people to learn a "moral and psychological lesson",

Even the Allied victors over Nazi Germany were more generous
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lowards the German people after World War I than self-proclaimed apostles of
human rights of the new NATO doctrine are today towards the

Serb people, evaluates the Junge Velt and points out to a centuries-long, up

till now only German tradition of looking wrongly upon the Serbs as upon "a
people that needs to be civilized".

Not even members of the new "pink-and-green" coalition in Germany
- Schroeder, Scharping and Fischer - had to submit to this tradition. They,
with obviously special pleasure, compared the Yugoslav
President with Hitler and Kosovo and Metohija with Auschwitz.

This was done by politicians who had once belonged to the
so-called generation 68, whose parole had been "Never again Auschwitz" and
who had, in the meantime, emphasizes the Berlin newspaper,
transformed into blind executors of the "expansionist and aggressive politics
of the new strategic conception of the NATO". So, today it is normal for
Fischer, Scharping and the rest of their gang that German
soldiers are again doing war against other countries, states the Junge Velt.

Emphasizing that the Western media had consciously sought
information on the events in Kosovo and Metohija solely from the so-called
Informative Bureau of the so-called KLA in the vicinity of
Djakovica, the German journal, which is close to the Democratic Socialists'
Party (DSP), writes that the NATO and its propagandists think this the moment
to "use the bones of the killed for retaliation”
against Serbs and that the time has come to prove the alleged "Serb
atrocities in Kosovo and Metohija", because only in this manner can their own
crimes over civilians in mass killings during the NATO bombing
be not only relativitized, but even justified as "humane” in the eyes of the
public.

The analysis of the Berlin newspaper emphasizes that this is the
reason that they uncover alleged new mass graves in Kosovo and Metohija every
day and blame only the Serb side without knowing who the
killed are, who killed them or why.

So, the propaganda war continues, even though war is allegedly
over, writes on the Junge Velt and emphasizes that false information and lies
are again being skillfully distributed instead of information on the facts.

The so critical media, as the fourth power, are allegedly really
merely transmitting from official sources "richly written, long", with
horrible details stuffed reports on the bloodshed alleged committed by Serbs.

_ The reports are so adjusted that they seem to be reports of
eyewitnesses, continues the analysis of the Berlin newspaper and states that
such information is published even by the most serious newspapers
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around the world despite the fact that precisely such "well"-adjusted stories
from the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina soon proved to be completely false
(the alleged Serb massacre of Moslems in the Markale

market or the alleged concentration camp near Prijedor).

The newspaper points out that precisely those ordered and false
reports were used as an excuse for blaming and punishing the Serb side first
through the extremely severe economic sanctions and then
through the NATO bombing of Serb targets.

Reminding that, all the way back during the war in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, the media had proved their "worth" as an efficient means in the
systematic demonization of Serbs and the preparation of an
armed attack, the Berlin newspaper emphasizes that it is beginning to appear
that the ten-year media campaign against Serbs was precisely conducted in
order to prepare the ground in the home and foreign public
opinion for monstrous punishing of an entire people.

Reminding of the string of media "discoveries" of alleged Serb
evil deeds from Markale to the massacre in the village of Racak, the
newspaper writes that none of these "discoveries" was accidental,
but always had a certain function, even though it later never got material
back-up in the form of evidence and facts.

Only the Serb side was, however, always punished. From Slovenia
to Kosovo and Metohija.

The NATO propagandists are obviously manipulating the people's
bad memory when they present from, day to day, different information on the
alleged Serb evil deeds, writes on the Junge Velt and
states that, at first, the reports restlessly and ceaselessly talked about
one hundred missing or killed Albanians, then during the war the number
increased to a quarter of a million, so that British sources

could now talk about one thousand killed and one hundred and thirty mass
Killings.

The newspaper evaluates that the only thing true of the lot is
that all the reports were in a "strategic function", so that they could
contribute to the realization of the "great strategic NATO
concept". Neither politicians, nor the performers of dirty media work are
bothered a bit about the fact that the sources of the military and media
reports of the alleged mass graves were just as certifiable as
might be the testimonies of refugees, intended false information and lies of
the members of the so-called KLA, assumptions, hear-say and so on.

."The monstrous task consisted and still consists of the
production of as many corpses and mass graves of Albanians as possible,

Pagina 4



74y

because otherwise someone might come up with the idea that the NATO
bombs killed more Serb civilians than were found dead Albanians from Kosovo
and Metohija", states the Berlin newspaper. The Junge Velt also admits that
itis not, of course, out of the question that there had

been killing in Kosovo and Metohija, since every war is inhuman and inhuman
reactions in such situations represent a necessary part of every war, which
both the American and the British government know from their own great
historical experience.

The newspaper considers that there had to be uncontrolled attacks
in Kosovo and Metohija, but from both sides. In any case, there is no proof
for the NATO claims of massacres in Kosovo and Metohija on
orders from the Belgrade government. Such claims only go to show that the
NATO is still searching for a justification for its own aggression.

The problem at hand is that the NATO has not yet found a single
mass grave to testify of a real massacre. The "reports” that the NATO
soldiers had "found", before coming into Kosovo and Metohija,
ninety of the one hundred and thirty mass graves only testify that the
representatives of the NATO need such reports in order to justify themselves
before their own citizens, since there is no evidence.

There are only assumptions and guesses, forged satellite
photographs in order to "morally legitimize" the NATO for the sowing of death
seeds from air onto Yugoslavia, emphasizes the Junge Velt and
states that in many of the allegedly found mass graves killed or naturally
dead cows and other animals were found instead of Albanian corpses.

The performers of the dirty media work never even think of
supposing that they were maybe killed by the "humanitarian” bombs of the NATO
or that the found corpses are really the corpses of those killed in
conflicts between the so-called KLA and the Serb armed forces, finishes the
Junge Velt its analysis.
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Russian Orthodox cathedral in Belgrade needs help.

MOSCOW, July 9 (ltar-Tass) - Vitali Tarasov, dean of
the St.Trinity cathedral in Belgrade -- the premises of the Russian Orthodox
Church, which was damaged during the NATO bombing last
April, has appealed to Russian Orthodox Christians for help.

He told Tass that the damage, inflicted on the
building, was ratehr serious. The roof was pierced in 25 spots, the biggest
dome was crumpled, both gilded crosses were twisted. The dean is
especially worried by the fact that the frescoes in the central part of the
cathedral were also damaged. "l have to appeal for help to our brothers in
Russia, in order to raise some money for the restoration of
the mission of the Russian Orthodox Church in Yugoslavia, calles the
Patriarch's Premises," he said.

Father Vitali spoke with grief about the situation in
Kosovo -- the native place of the Serb Orthodox Church and the Serb nation,
from where, as he says, the Christian population is now
driven out. "Murder, arsons and rape are now the order of the day. The
criminals do not distinguish between women, young girls and nuns. This is
nothing but terror against the Christian population," he said.

According to Father Vitali, representatives of
international organisations and NATO troops, which, according to the
agreements signed, should guarantee security both to Albanians, Serbs
and people of other nationalities, turn a blind eye to what Albanians do. So
far as the disarmament of the so-called "Kosovo liberation army" is
concerned, Father Vitali said that only 15 per cent of the weapons
had been handed over. The rest are being used. As a result of this policy,
70,000 Serb fled Kosovo and moved to the central part of Serbia. The number
of Serb refugees is growing by the days.

Two Serb women wounded in Kosovo, doctor kidnapped.

BELGRADE, July 9 (Itar-Tass) - Two Serb women were
heavily wounded in the Kosovo town of Gnilane late on Thursday by a grenade
thrown into their home from a car by unknown people. There were
a total of five people in the house which is situated a hundred meters away
from a KFOR checkpoint controlled by US soldiers.

_ Seyeral hours earlier Albanian extremists took
hostage hospital director David Stojanovic in the outskirts of Gnilane.

o An armed assault was staged on the Serb village of
Gorni-Livoc not far from the town.

The German forces of the KFOR detained over 20

Albanians on Tpursa_:iay who organised an unsanctioned demonstration in the town
of Kosovska-Mitrovica. Five of the detained were armed with pistols.

In the town of Strpze US forces banned a Serb

demonstration scheduled for Friday threatening to open fire if Serbs approach
KFOR vehicles.
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Vollebaek promises help to those returning to Kosovo.

o BELGRADE, July 9 (Itar-Tass) - Norwegian Foreign
Mlnlsh_ar Knut Vollebaek, who currently holds the rotating chairmanship in the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) on
Friday promised to render assistance to all refugees returning to Kosovo.

_ On Friday, Vollebaek met with representatives of the
Serbian Orthodox Church in the city of Pec in Kosovo.

Vollebaek promised that those who had been forced out
of !‘Sosovo would receive help in returning to their homes, and the United
Nations would take efforts to ensure normal life for them.

Vollebaek and Serbian clergymen visited a number of
Orthodox monasteries, including the Visoki-Decani monastery where they
stopped for the night.

Equal treatment of ethnic group needed for Kosovo
peace.

MOSCOW, July 9 (ltar-Tass) - Peace can be established
in Kosovo only if all ethnic groups residing in that Yugoslav province are
given equal treatment, Russia's Defence Minister Marshal Igor Sergeyev said
on Friday.

He said the presence of Russian peacekeepers in four
sectors in central Kosovo precludes Kosovo being split.

Sergeyev said 69.4 million dollars needed for the
deployment of Russian peacekeepers in Kosovo will be allocated in accordance
with the federal law on the procedure of providing Russian
military and civilian personnel for participation in the maintenance and
restoration of international peace and security.
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Albanian Maffia Knocks on (Open) Doors in Kosovo and Metohija
July 10, 1999

Albanian maffia freely terrorize in Kosovo-Metohija

Pristina, July 9 (Tanjug) - The security situation in Pristina
has normalized within the past days. So now the solving of basic needs of the
residents, of education, health protection and inflow
of food and other basic goods are at the centre of attention of both the
Civilian Mission of the UN in Kosovo and Metohija and of the representatives
of the state structures of the Republic of Serbia and of
the federal institutions present in the capital of Kosovo and Metohija.

Last night, members of the KFOR prevented another attempt at
demonstrations of the Albanian separatists, obviously staged by the so-called
KLA.

It ali started around nine p.m., when a group of some thirty
boys, between ten and fifteen years of age, coordinated by an older man,
"marched" into the central street - that being the Vidovdanska street -
exclaiming all sorts of paroles.

Soldiers of the British KFOR reacted quickly and blocked all
traffic in the main street of Pristina, while their helicopters ceaselessly
monitored the development of the situation. It ended without
an incident. A heavy summer shower, which poured down on Pristina a little

after ten p.m., additionally demoralized the protestors, so they quickly went
away.

A large number of luxury automobiles with or without registration
plates, but with signs of Albanian and Macedonian cities, are conspicuous in
Pristina.

The drivers are Albanians from Albania or Macedonia, in
inescapable black suits and shirts, with cellular phones in their hands, all
of which demonstrates that they are members of the so-called KLA,
who spread fear even among their compatriots in Kosovo and Metohija.

The absence of the police has enabled a return of the Albanian
Maffia, which is now taking over the black market, dealing in everything -
fuel, cigarettes, automobiles and drugs.

Prostitution is in full bloom in Pristina, since that is, at the
moment, very profitable work, due to the presence of a large number of KFOR
soldiers, members of various international organizations and foreign
journalists.

_ Pimps are again those men in black, while the "ladies of the
night" are mostly girls from Albania, but also their compatriots from Kosovo
and Metohija.

According to a number of foreign reporters in Pristina (around a
thousand of them), who went on assignments in neighbouring Albania and
Macedonia, no one on the border checked their papers or went through their
luggage.
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On the roads leading through Djakovica towards Kuks in Albania
and through Djeneral Jankovic to Blac in Macedonia, automobiles and lorries
with those states' registration plates or without any plates
at all, carrying all sorts of goods for sale in cities around Kosovo and
Metohija appear daily and for days now.

President of the Comity for Cooperation with the Civilian Mission
of the United Nations, Nebojsa Vujovic, pointed out on several occasions in
his conversations with international administrators to the
growing problem of the uncontrolled income of gangs from Albania.

International civilian administrators carry the great
responsibility for the appearance of organized crime in Pristina and around
Kosovo and Metohija, which is an obvious violation of the
Resolution of the UN number 1244 of June 10th this year, and the consequences
will be fatal for all residents of Kosovo and Metohija.
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Onwaarheden over
eX—{OegoslaVié

Al kijkend naar de Nederlandse
televisie-journaals kwam ik erach-
ter dat er heel wat onwaarheden
in de berichtgeving schuilen in
verband met de gebeurtenissen
eerst in Kroatié, Bosnié en nu dus
ook in Kosovo.

Als een van de grove voorbeel-
den, die heel wat invloed op ons als
kijkers en lezers hebben en op onze
mening, is de gebeurtenis op de
markt in Sarajevo. Na heel wat
moord en brand geschreeuw Over
Serviérs, die daar een granaat op
afgeschoten zouden hebben waar-
bij veertig onschuldige burgers om-
lewamen, wat ons (de NAVO) tot
ingrijpen tegen Serviers dwong, Zie
ik zondagavond jl. op BBC World
een documentaire. Daarin werd ge-
zegd dat die lezing van de feiten van
geen kant klopte.

Journalisien mocsten de wanda-
den van de andere partijen zelfs
verzwijgen en van alles uitsluitend
de Serviérs beschuldigen, onge-
acht wie het werkelijk gedaan
had.

Nou meen ik me te herinneren
dat er toendertijd wel heel zach-
tjes achteraf iets in die zin gezegd
is, Maar als je nu een willekeurige
Nederlander vraagt wie toen
schuldig was, dan zou hij onge-
twijfeld de Serviérs noemen.

Dit is een van de grote voorbeel-
den, maar er zijn nog heel wat
grotere en kleinere voorbeelden.
Ook in de berichtgeving over Ko-
sovo. Het is inmiddels wel duide-
lijk dat wij onze daden aldaar
moeten rechtvaardigen.

Wat ik niet begrijp is dat het met
verdraaien van de feiten moet en
met openlijke toegeving dat er her
en der wat overdreven of zells
voor het goede doel gelogen of
verzwegen wordt?

Misschien is het zelfs zo dat we
een heel volk niet alleen zwart
maken, maar echt letterlijk ten
gronde richten. Als hiermee onze
democratie en humanisme be-
doeld wordt, dan bedank ik er
hartelijk voor...

PURMEREND G.E. Lijk
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House and Land for Sali Berisha Too
July 10, 1998

Alleged refugees are actually terrorists

Pristina, July 10, 1999 (Mininf) - The terrorists of the
so-called KLA, in cooperation with the CIA instructors, have made and are
already beginning to realize a secret plan on the settlement of some
three hundred thousand citizens of Northern Albania in Kosovo and Metohija.
Rustem Mustafar, called Commander Remi, Hashim Thaci's trustee forthe
capital of Kosovo and Metohija, made this public at the meeting
of the narrow leadership of the separatists in Pristina on June 12th.

On this occasion, Remi announced to the persons present that the
USA is behind this fiendish plot. In this way, the USA would get another
trustful ally in the Balkans for the destabilization of Europe.
According to certifiable information, Remi emphasized that the Americans had
promised that on June 21st they would stall the agreement with the Russians
on the division of zones and that, once the KFOR was settled,
they would award them a strictly Albanian region, which should discourage the
Serbs in Kosovo and Metohija.

Over 750 000 ethnic-Albanians returned
to Kosovo and Metohija, althaugh they
were not somany before

the exodus

Pagina 1
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_ According to the same sources, Remy also emphasized that all the
citizens of Albania who had been, starting with 1997, members or in any way
helpers to the KLA's fight would get houses and land in Kosovo
and Metohija - that is, of course, that which is left from the exiled Serbs.

He said that they would have the opportunity of bringing not only their next
of kin from Albania, but their extended families and friends,

so that they could all be together in their new homeland. Remi stated that,
in connection with that, the KLA intends to award a house and land to the
former President of Albania Sali Berisha as well, as a sign of

gratitude for his engagement in the empowering and arming of separatists.

Key-factor of instability
in the Balkans
- Sari Berisha

It was stated at this meeting that the action would be continuous
and within the process of returning the refugees from Kosovo and Metohija
back from Albania and Macedonia. Since the KFOR has
informed the terrorists that our police had allegedly confiscated personal
documents from many of the refugees, the Albanian citizens who show up as
refugees have already been prepared to state their alleged
former residence (country, hamlet, city, street), who their friends and
neighbours were etc.

As one of the significant issues, Remi guaranteed that he had
received firm assurances from the KFOR and the NATO that their KLA would soon
get the status of local police in Kosovo and Metohija, thus
lightening the job of exiling the remaining Serbs from Kosovo and Metohija.

Burning of Serbian houses
and furniture stealing

- favorite entertainment of
alleged ethnic-Albanian
refugees

All this might sound a bit hollow, were it not for the
information from the field, which confirm the truthfulness of Remi's claims.
On June 9th, the Albanian terrorists had executed shepherd
Dobrosav Maksimovic in a jihad manner and cut off his head after he was
already dead. In the village of Travac, near Istok, the same day, they
killed Dejan Rajcic, Zoran Zulic and Danijel Paviovic. On June 12th and
13th, they killed one civilian Serb, two members of the Yugoslav Army and one
police officer in Pristina. In Prizren and Orahovac they attacked several
Serb residential areas as well as a group of refugees
near Stimlje. They took about a dozen Serbs hostages, bumed all the Serb
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lo~ }’L.j}j

houses and set fire to four households in the village of Torlak.

Without anyone disturbing them, the terrorists attacked the Serb
village of Kojlovica, near Pristina, on June 14th. They also intercepted a
group of Serb refugees heading for Pristina and killed
Dragan Jovanovic, aged twenty-nine, and brothers Slavisa, aged thirty-four,
and Boban, aged twenty-six, Krstic on the occasion. In the residential area
of Taslidza in Pristina, the terrorists Killed llija
Sukic, aged thirty, in front of his house and abducted Predrag Stamenkovic.
In the residential area of Suncani Breg, they abducted Ivan Jelic.

June 15th was bloody for the Serbs in Kosovo and Metohija as
well. That day, in the vicinity of Gracanicko Lake, the Albanian bandits
severely wounded Goran Jovanovic from the village of Slavisevo, near
Gnijilane. They also attacked the Serb village of Slavinje, some twenty
kilometers west of Pristina. The residents informed the KFOR on the incident,
but the KFOR did not react. Another group of terrorists
attacked the Serbs in the village of Maticane, some five to six kilometers
east of Pristina. When the residents called the international forces for
help, they intervened in the way of enabling the residents to escape safely
into Pristina.

[ Home | Encyclopedia | Facts&Figures | News ]
Copyright © 1998, 1999 Ministry of Information
Email: mirs@srbija-info.yu
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UN does not rule out evacuation of Serbs, Gypsies
from Kosovo.

GENEVA, July 10 (itar-Tass) - The scale of murderous

terror against Serbs, Gypsies and representatives of other national
minorities in the Kosovo province of Yugoslavia, unleashed by

Albanian extremists is so large that the United Nations no longer rules out
their possible evacuation from the province to save their lives.

If these people will continue to remain in the
situation threatening their lives, probably the U.N. representatives will
resort to this measure, official representative of the Office of
the U.N. High Commissioner for Refuges Kris Janovski said in reply to a
question by Itar-Tass here on Friday.

According to him, Serbs go on leaving Kosovo. Only
about 30,000 are still staying there. Some 100,000 Serbs, trying to evade
repressions, found refuge in Serbia outside Kosovo.

The condition of minorities in Kosovo becomes
critical, the UNHCR representative believes. Albanian extremists set fire to
Serbs' houses. Some 130 Serbs are hiding in the Orthodox
seminary -- they are guarded by servicemen of the German peacekeeping
contingent from the KFOR international peacekeeping mission in Kosovo.

About 360 Gypsies, who were compelled to abandon
their homes are in hiding near a mined graveyard asking UNHCR representatives
to help them leave for Montenegro.

In the town of Orahovac Serbs also request to take
them to a safe place. It is planned to station Russian peacekeeping troops in
this town.

However, Serbs, who left Kosovo for other districts
of Serbia, are in a hard condition because they have no official status and
became second class citizens.
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‘Die verachte Zig

Kosovaarse Albanezen nemen niet al-
leen wradk op hun Servische buren,
maar zij steken ook de huizen van zi-
geuners in brand, nadat zij daaruit
eerst de huisraad verwijderd hebben.
Dat gaat met een gelijlcmoedigheid
en vanzelfsprekendheid, zoals we op
de televisie kunnen zien, die me de
rillingen over de rug jagen. Erisal-
tijd wel een Kosovaar die bereid is te
vertellen dat dit een volstrekt nor-
male gang van zaken is. Tegen de
achtergrond van rokende puinho-
pen, zorgvuldig bewaakt door kfor-
soldaten, horen we yerklaren dat de

_ zigeuners, die zichzelf overigens

Roma of Sinti
noemen, de
handlangers van
de Serviérs wa-
ren. Vandaar dus,
nadere bewijs-
voering of recht-
yaardiging over-
bodig.

De Serviérs in
Kosovo kunnen
nog viuchten
naar Servié, in de
hoop daar een
goed heenkomen
te vinden, al blijkt dat in de praktijk
tegen te'vallen. In een ontredderd
land zit men niet te wachten op tien-
duizenden viuchtelingen. Maar toch,
de Serviérs kunnen althans de illusie
hebben van een veilig thuisland, de
zigeuners niet. Zij zijn nergens thuis
en overal een minderheid. In een we-
reld opgedeeld in nationale staten
biedt nationale identiteit een zekere
mate van bescherming. De Hongaar-
se of de Duitse regering kan zich op-
werpen als beschermer van Hongaar-
se of Duitse minderheden. Recht-
streeks bij de andere regering of via
een internationale organisatie. Min-
derheden, die het zonder *moeder-
staat’ moeten doen, missen die be-
scherming, hoe fragiel soms ook.
Met de meest desastreuze gevolgen
die maar denkbaar zijn. Naast de jo-
den waren de zigeuners de grootste
slachtoffers van het nazisme. Het be-
staan zelf van de staat Israél ver-
sterkt de positie van de joden die het
verkiezen om in de diaspora te blij-
ven. Daarom streven ook Koerden
naar een eigen staa ni zich zo te
vrijwaren van p elen culturele
onderdrukking. 733 :
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Het treurigst zijn die minderheden
eraan toe waarvoor de mogelijkheid
van een eigen staat geheel afwezig is,
zoals bij de zigeuners het geval is.
Hun veiligheid, de mogelijkheid om
van enkele van de meest fundamen-
tele rechten van de mens te kunnen
genieten, hangt af van de bereidheid
van de regering op wier grondgebied
zij zich bevinden, ook aan deze als
het ware vogelvrije minderheid die
elementaire mensenrechten te ga-
randeren. Het beschavingsniveau
van een regering en een samenleving
kan met andere woorden afgemeten

. worden aan de wijze waarop zigeu-

ners behandeld worden. Daarover
hoeft men zich wat Europa betreft,
Nederland incluis, geen illusies te
maken. In het Tsjechié van president
Havel, algemeen beschouwd als een
van de grootste humanisten van
deze eeuw, is de positie van dé zigeu-
ners eerder verslechterd dan verbe-
terd. In het algemeen is het zo dat in
Oost-Europa en op de Balkan zigeu-
ners de meest verachte minderheid
yvormden en vormen. Paradoxaal ge-
noeg stelden enkelen van hen zich
soms in dienst van de heersende en
onderdrukkende elite, uit noodzaak
en lijfsbehoud, hetgeen hen nog
meer gehaat maakte.

In zijn fenomenale roman De Brug
over de Drina, de beste introductie
overigens in de Bosnische problema-
tiek, beschrijft Ivo Andric - die in
1961 de Nobelprijs voor de literatuur
kreeg - hoe zigeuners als beuls-
knechten optraden voor de Turkse
potentaat die een servische boer, die
de bouw van de brug had gesabo-
teerd, ter dood wilde brengen. De
wijze waarop dit gebeurde, het zoge-
naamde inpalen, waag ik niet te be-
schrijven, maar het moet veel pijnlij-
ker zijn dan de kruisdood. De uitvoe-
ring van de marteling leverde de zi-
geuner Merdjan zes stuiver, de min-
achting van de Turken en de haat
van de Serviérs op-

Machthebbers wisselen, maar de
positie van de zigeuners als de meest
verachte minderheid op de Balkan
blijft bestaan. Het zou Nederlandse
regering sieren wanneer zij in het
uitgebreide humanitaire hulppro-

voor Kosovo dat nu ontwik-
keld wordt, ook aan het lotvan de zi-
geuners aandacht zou besteden.
KoenK
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Twilight of Blair's Manipulator Alistair Campbell
July 10, 1999

London, July 10 (Tanjug)- British Prime Minister Tony Blair's
influential "press adviser" Alistair Campbell has launched what is described
here as a new media "Kosmet offensive,” by sharply
criticizing British reporters who covered NATO aggression on Yugoslavia.

In a speech at the Royal Institute in London late Friday,
Campbell accused British journalists of a "pro-Serbian" coverage of NATO
aggression, and said they had fallen victim to what he termed Belgrade
propaganda.

The Dawning Street's discontent with Campbell is originated from
the opinion that the journalists reported, first of all, about the
catastrophe provoked by the NATO aggression and the innocent civilian
victims.

According to Campbell, British journalists should have reported
the "successes" of NATO aggression and not the tragic consequences of
senseless aggression and bombardments.

The Campbell speech has raised a storm among British journalists

who sent in reports from Yugoslavia during NATO aggression, which it is

believed could negatively reflect on relations between the press and the
Blair Cabinet.
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Distinguished BBC journalist John Simpson said that Campbell in
fact wanted to cover up the failure of his own media propaganda.

"The Times" editor Eve-Ann Prentice responded to Campbell's
accusations about journalists not going to Kosovo and Metohija frequently
enough, saying that the journalists couldn't go thanks to the NATO's everyday
bombing.

Times reporter Tom Walker said in a lengthy article published
Saturday that Campbell was wrong and set out that NATO had lied during
aggression on Yugoslavia.

Walker recalled the aggression-inflicted sufferings of the people
in Kosovo and Metohija, including of ethnic Albanians, whom he said London
was officially protecting.

He set out that Campbell must above all face the fact that NATO
had contributed to the death of at least 10,000 people in Yugoslavia, who he
said would be alive today were it not for the NATO air strikes.

Walker reminded Campbell of a series of NATO lies and of having
himself been behind that propaganda machinery.

Without NATO bombs those people would be still alive, warns "The
Times" journalist.

Reminding Campbell on the line of NATO's lies, and he was
standing behind that propaganda machinery, Walker points out the false
statements about alleged success in degrading the potentials of Yugoslav
military forces. NATO didn degrade the potentials of Yugoslav army but
destroyed the Yugoslav and Serbian civil infrastructure and economy.

The reporters remind, it is hard to believe that Campbell doesn't
know the truth about the NATO aggression and the tragedy of Kosovo and
Metohija and therefore, the most important question is why
Blain's "press advisor" initiates the new campaign now.

The majority believe that the story about NATO aggression and
Kosovo and Metohija catastrophe is not finished yet in the Great Britain and
its government, and the press accusations try to divert the public attention.

New Blair's cabinet aggressively tries to cover the facts about
Kosovo and Metohija reality, which reveals all tragedy and failure of NATO
politic, and one of its leaders is the official London.

The annalists remark the obvious fact that Campbell writes

Blair's speeches, but it is not known if Blair wrote Campbell's last night
speech in at the Royal Institute.
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At the same time, there is justified suspicion that Campbell has
a good personal reason for such campaign as he was behind the NATO's media
manipulations. It is clear now that the NATO's media offensive was
founded on lies and manipulations and the request could be made for the

responsibility of the one who was its coordinator, and that was Blair's
"press advisor”. ‘

[Home | Encyclopedia | Facts&Figures | News ]
Copyright © 1998, 1999 Ministry of Information
Email: mirs@srbija-info.yu
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Thagi's commanders cheating KFOR as well
July 10, 1999

Mujahedins devastate Kosovo and Metohija

Pristina, July 10, 1999 (Mininf) - An agreement on
demilitarization which was signed on June 21 by British general Michael
Jackson and the leader of terrorist Kosovo Liberation Army in Kosovo and
Metohija Hashim Thaqi is obligating the terrorists not to move their gangs
from Albania, Macedonia and the other countries towards our country and to
dismiss all the foreign citizens from their units, mostly
Mohammedans coming from lslamic countries. The leader of the Albanian
terrorists has accepted that article to the agreement but, despite it, his
closest associates, as Remush Haredinoy called "Remi" for example,
are determined in their intention to hold on "the fighters of a holy war" in
their lines.

Terrorist and NATO joint strategy

According to the available data from the field, intelligence
services of Iran, that is of Hesbolah, Palestine and Sudan are aware that
Hashim Thagqi is under the complete America's influence SO they are
undertaking wide measures {0 keep the place of the Mohammedans in the lines
of the so-called Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA), relying on the leaders of the
local Albanian gangs. Their final goal, of course, is not
a wish to help the brothers in Kosovo and Metohija but they are actually
waiting for a right moment to confront with a "Great Satan”, as they like to
call USA.
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Agim Ceku, Hashim Thaci's trustful criminal

Reliable, but unofficial data claim some 600 Mohammedans are
currently present in the units of the KLA with another 400 in Albania. They
express their loyalty to the Albanian terrorists by committing
constant crimes over the Serbian people, believing they will be able to
resist all the demands for their leaving, as in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
Namely, Dayton accord was predicting all the "holy worriers" leave the
territory but their training centers in Sarajevo, Maglaj, Tuzla and Zenica
kept operating till this day. Several thousands of Mohammedans, now in the
so-called KLA, were trained in these centers.

Among these merchandisers, specially attractive are 80 Pakistan
citizens who became professional worriers as the only way to escape poverty
and misery, ruling in this country. According to the
reliable diplomat sources, 35.000 schools (so-called "medresa") are currently
operating in this country where Mohammedans are learnt Koran, military
trained and then sent to the combat fields throughout the
world. During the last year, and especially this year, since the onset of the
aggression on Yugoslavia, the embassies of Turkey, Federation of Bosnia and
Herzegovina and some other countries have been transferring
Mohammedans from Pakistan to Albania and to Kosovo and Metohija afterwards.
Muhamed Salim(29), from Istanbul, an instructor of Mohammedans in a "medresa”
in Pesavar who claimed to be a marketing
manager of a textile factory from Istanbul was especially noted among them.
He that much rushed to Kosovo and Metohija that he requested a visa in our
embassy on March 29 but still traveled with the seal of Bosnia and
Herzegovina in his passport.

Terrorist and American soldier patrol together

. Mohammedans' anger was once again provoked by the Security
Council resolution which failed to provide independence to Kasovo and
Metohija thus initiating an opinion that the USA have once again tricked
islamists. Since they estimated that the USA contingent within KFOR troops
would be well protected from the real, black, Mohammedans, they have chosen
the Albanians from Kosovo and Metohija, successfully trained
in Mohammedan centers in the north of Albania, to strike at first. They are
sent to Gnjilane region, where Americans are located, with the mission to
reconnoiter, act with snipers and place mines. While doing
so, it is taken care of that the Serbs, allegedly angry since they were not
protected from the KLA, are accused of these attacks whenever possible,

Hashim Thaqi, the well informed sources claim, is acknowledged of
all of this so he has undertaken some additional measures to redirect the
extremists' assaults to the Russian contingent ;
which is to be located in Malisevo. So far, as it is known, he failed in 13 ovg §©-
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The BBC, Thursday, July 8, 1999 Published at 11:51
GMT 12:51 UK

Red Cross Serb starvation warning

The president of the International Federation of the
Red Cross, Astrid Heiberg, has warned that many people in Serbia are on the
verge of starvation because of the effects of the recent NATO air
raids and international sanctions.

Dr Heiberg told the BBC that it was not only Serb
refugees from Kosovo who were suffering, but also many elderly people on
fixed incomes.

She was speaking in Belgrade at the end of a five-day
visit to Serbia designed to highlight the situation.

Dr Heiberg also appealed to the international
community to provide humanitarian aid to Serbia without conditions.
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Boos over wraakacties

Serviers

breken met
VN, KFOR

PRISTINA, 12 JULL De Serviérs van Kosovo hebben uit
boosheid over de voorigaande wraakacties van Albanezen
hun betrekkingen met internationale organisaties (inclusief
de VN en de vredesmacht KFOR) en Albanese organisaties

afgebroken.

De leiders van de Servische ge-
meenschap in Kosovo willen geen
contact meer met de interim-rege-
ring van de leider van het Kosovo
Bevrijdingsleger UCK, Hashim
Thagi. Ze weigeren ook in een
overgangsraad te gaan zitten dic
als adviserend orgaan van de VN-
vertegwnoordiger in Kosovo moet
optreden. De interim-leider van
het VN-bestuur in Kosovo, Sergio
Vicira de Mello, reageerde giste-
ren verbaasd op de stap van de Ser-
viérs, omdal ze hem daarover bij
het laatste contact, vrijdag, nog
nicts hadden verteld.

De leider van de Serviérs in Ko-
sovo, Moméilo Trajkovic, en de
leider van de orthodoxe kerk in
Kosovo, bisschop Arlemije, gaven
gisteren een verklaring uit waarin
werd geklaagd dat de vredesmacht
KFOR en de Verenigde Naties
niet in staat zijn geweest de Servi-
ers tegen geweld van de Kosovaren
te beschermen. ,,Er is sprake van
onophoudelijk en systematisch ge-
weld tegen de Kosovo-Serviérs
van de kant van Albanese terroris-
ten en leden van het zogenaamde
UGCK, die uit zijn op een etnisch
gezuiverd Kosovo, ondanks de
aanwezigheid van KFOR en de
VN”, aldus de verklaring. De
woordvoerder van De Mello zei
dat er inderdaad sprake is van ge-
weld tegen de Serviérs. ,,Het staat
buiten kijf dat het niveau van dat
geweld te hoog is”, zo voegde hij
daaraan toe. ,,Maar de weigering
plaats te nemen in een orgaan dat
onder andere het thema veiligheid
ter hand neemt, is geen benadering
die leidt tof een oplossing.”

Italiaanse K FOR-soldaten heb-

ben gisteren in het westen van Ko- |

sovo in een zes uur durende opera-
tie gezocht naar gevangenissen

zou houden. De operatie werd uit-
gevoerd met groot materiaal: zes-
tig voertuigen, inclusief tanks, en
twee aanvalshelikopters. Bij de ac-
tie werden evenwel geen UCK-ge-
vangenissen gevonden. KFOR
prees het UCK om de medewer-
king die bij de actie was verlecnd.

Op diverse plaatsen in Kosovo
zijn dit weekeinde Russische
KFOR-eenheden aangekomen. In
Malisevo, in de Duitse sector,
waar ze de Nederlandse KFOR-
soldaten gaan vervangen, arriveer-
de gisteren cen eenheid van kwar-
tiecrmakers. In het nabijgelegen
Orahovac werd opnicuw gede-
monstreerd door Kosovaren die
zich verzetten tegen de komst van
de Russen, omdat die pro-Servisch
zouden zijn. In Kosovska Kameni-
ca, in de Amerikaanse sector van
Kosovo, kwamen 86 Russische
KFOR-soldaten aan.

Op diverse plaatsen in Kosovo
zijn gisteren Amerikaanse KFOR-
soldaten beschoten door sluip-
schutters. Daarbij vielen geen ge-
wonden. In &n geval schoten
Amerikanen terug toen er uit een
voorbijrijdende auto werd gescho-
ten. Een van de inzittenden van de
auto werd gedood, een tweede ge-
wond. De identiteit van het tweetal
is niet bekend.

In Ljubenic hebben KFOR-sol-
daten een gebied afgesloten waar
volgens omwonenden de lijken
van 350 Kosovaren liggen. Ze zou-
den door de Serviérs zijn ver-
moord in het kader van de etnische
zuivering. Volgens die omwonen-
den werden de slachtoffers dood-
geschoten of van een klif in de
diepte gegooid, nadat ze uit hun
dorpen waren verdreven. KFOR
stelt nu in samenwerking met ex-
perts een onderzoek in. (Reuters,
AP, AFP) &
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Kosovo-Serviérs staken
samenwerking met Kfor

BELGRADO - Servische leiders
in Kosove hebben hun samen-
werking met Kfor en interna-
tionale civiele organisaties in
de provincie opgeschort. Ze be-
schuldigen de organisaties er-
van toe te zien op de ’etnische
zuivering' van Kosovo door het
UCK en "Albanese fimL'isien'.

-

Volgens het Servische persbureau
Beta weigeren onder anderen de
orthodoxe bisschop Artemije en
de leider van de 'Servische ver-
zetsbeweging' Momcilo Trajkovic
plaats te nemen in het toekomsti-
ge bestuur van Kosovo, Dat moet
door de civiele missie van de VN
worden opgezet. De samenwer-
king is opgeschort zolang het ge-
weld tegen de Serviérs in Kosovo
voortduurt. Artemije en Trajkovic
gelden beiden als tegenstander
van de Joegoslavische president
Milosevic. Ze waren door Belgra-
do bekritiseerd omdat zij samen
met Albanese leiders een verkla-
ring hadden ondertekend waarin

het geweld in Kosovo werd ver-
oordeeld.

Intussen is een kleine Russische
voorhoede gisteren aangekomen
in Malisevo, in de Duits-Neder-
landse sector in Kosovo. Malisevo
ligt vlakbij Orahovac, waar de Ne-
derlandse Gele Rijders zijn gele-

erd. Het is nog onduidelijk of de

ussen daar de zeggenschap zul-
en krijgen. Gisteren protesteer-
den opnieuw duizenden Albane-
zen tegen de komst van Russen,
die zij beschouwen als handlan-
gers van de Serviérs. In een Navo-
plan dat vrijdag aan Moskou is
gepresenteerd, staat dat de Neder-
landers gewoon in Orahovac kun-
nen blijven.

Overigens heeft minister Van
Aartsen van buitenlandse zaken
gezegd dat de ambassade in Bel-
grado later deze maand weer
opengaat. Die was gesloten kort
voor de Nave-aanvallen op Joego-
slavié begonnen. In eerste instan-
tie zal alleen een tijdelijk zaakge-
lastigde de post bemannen.
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YUGOSLAVIA, U.N. DISCUSS FOOD AID FOR REFUGEES
DISPLACED PEOPLE ' '

) 3 BELGRADE - Yugoslav government and U.N. officials
drscu.ssed in Belgrade on Friday aid for refugees, displaced people and the
poor in Yugoslavia, a government statement said.

A joint delegation of the World Food Programme (WFP)
and the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) was headed by Dieter

Hannusch.

KOSOVO-METOHIJA'S HEALTH PROTECTION SYSTEM IS BEING
RUINED - DOCTORS

BELGRADE - The health protection system in
Kosovo-Metohija is being destroyed, Serbian doctors and medical staff
persecuted, and there are instances of non-Albanian patients being
refused help, the Serbian Medical Society said on Friday.

The Society said in a statement that the dramatic
situation in the province and the inadequacy of measures for protecting the
local population are best illustrated by disappearances
of prominent doctors - Andrija Tomanovic, Djordje Toskovic and David
Stojanovic.
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Serb refugee, victim of the
Albanian separatist KLA
in Kosovo

Serb victim of the KLA massacre
in Kosovo

INADEQUATE PROTECTION OF SERBS,
MONTENEGRINS IN KOSOVO

The international peace force in Kosovo
(KFOR) has not done enough so far to protect

Serbs,

Montenegrins and other non ethnic Albanians in
the

province from violence by ethnic Albanian

extremists.

This attitude of the peacekeepers is enabling
ethnic

Albanian separatists and terrorists,
especially the
self-styled "Kosovo Liberation Army", to

pursue
their ethnic cleansing in the province that
they
initiated decades ago.
If KFOR does not urgently undertake decisive
actions to stop the rampaging terrorists, the
process
of return of displaced Serbs to the province

will
; have to be be halted,

NATO has devastated Yugoslavia under the
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of preventing a humanitarian disaster for
Albanians, who were allegedly subjected to
cleansing.

A few days only after the pullout of Yugoslav
security forces from the province and the much

publicized arrival of KFOR, the western states
which constitute the core of international
presence have come under the criticism of
peoples for allowing unprecedented ethnic

of the province of its non ethnic Albanian

The principal targets of rampaging "KLA" gangs
Serbs and Montenegrins, but terrorists have
spared either the Romanies, ethnic Turks,

and other ethnic communities in Kosovo.

Many of them are behaving in an absolutely
unacceptable manner, burning Serb homes,

destroying Christian holy sites, looting and

KFOR Commander Mike Jackson admitted
recently.

The international humanitarian group Human
Watch said it had gathered sufficient evidence
killings, rapes and other forms of harassment

which the "KLA" leaders have resorted
systematically in order to expel the Serb

from Kosovo.

The London Times writes that British officers
compare ethnic Albanian gangs with the Irish
Republican Army and other para-military forces
Northern Ireland.

However, western officials have so far avoided

replying to the essential question why they

condoning the violence by the terrorist "KLA".

"KLA" members, whose "leaders" are notorious
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dealers and money launderers, are now walking
around freely in Kosovo and passing

arbitrary "judgments” according to the customs
medieval warlords.

They consider each and every Serb or

as culprits and accuse Romanies of looting and
spying for Serbs.

Since KFOR arrived in the province, over

Romanies have fled their homes.

KFOR has promised it would protect the non
Albanian population, but usually does nothing
prevent terrorists from persecuting Serbs and
Montenegrins, remaining a silent witness of
violence.

NATO headquarters in Brussels has so far

answer why it has allowed ethnic cleansing of

in Kosovo, why it does not control the
Yugoslav-Albanian border that Albanian

and criminals are crossing daily on looting
expeditions, and who has given the right to

ethnic Albanian "premier" Hashim Thaci and
followers to judge who is right and who is
the province.

It is also unclear why the "KLA" terrorists

given the long deadline of 90 days to

As the terrorists are using their weapons
against civilians, one may wonder who has
the policy being followed by KFOR, which has

to Kosovo under UN aegis.
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ITALIAN KFOR OFFICER TESTIFIES TO
TERRORISM BY ETHNIC ALBANIAN
SEPARATISTS

Ethnic Albanian separatists continue

terrorizing

Serbs and ethnic Albanians loyal to the
Yugoslavy

state, while the peace force members, if and
when

they prevent them from doing so at all,
release them

immediately afterwards, an Italian KFOR
officer

said in an open letter published Friday by the
Rome

daily Liberazione.

The officer illustrated his testimony by
describing a

manhunt on Serbs he had witnessed. This is a

favorite sport to which ethnic Albanian
criminals

wearing elegant US uniforms with "KLA"
insignia

resort with joy, he said. Hidden in the woods,
ethnic

Albanians fired in the legs of women and girls

waiting in line to get water from a tank
provided by

the ltalian army. After three womenwere
wounded,

the officer and two of his men fired into the
air

(as such were the orders), dispersing the
criminals.

After a long chase, they captured one of the
bandits

who said it was just a game - one leg - one
dollar.

Then he screamed "They must have been Serb

whores!" Obeying the orders, the Italian
troops were

forced to release the criminals, the officer
said.

At the end of his letter, the officer, who
gave his

name only as Alesio for obvious reasons, said
that

the Italian troops were endeavoring to do
their duty

with seriousness and honor in order to help
the poor

but proud people in Kosovo.
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FRENCH PEACEKEEPERS DEPLOY
ARMORED VEHICLE TO PROTECT NUNS

French peacekeepers within KFOR have sent an
armored vehicle to protect the nuns of the

Devic
monastery, 6 km from Srbica in Kosovo,
the Devic nuns said on Saturday.
The French troops stationed in this medieval
Serb
monastery regularly supply the nuns with food
by
helicopter.
Ethnic Albanian terrorists plundered Devic
about
two weeks ago. The terrorists stole the
monastery's
agricultural machinery, vehicles, all the food
and
smashed many icons and objects of art.
NATO LEADERS ENCOURAGE VIOLENCE
AGAINST SERBS IN KOSOVO ---->
FRONT PAGE
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NATO destroyed all three Novi Sad civilian bridges over Danube - the old iron
bridge in the center of the city, the other, one of the most beautiful
bridges in Europe, and the great railway bridge.

Bridges which meant life to Novi Sad citizens are destroyed
although 400 kilometers far from Kosovo. That is senseless and brutal
destruction, one of many NATO's criminal acts during the bombing of
Yugoslavia,

The old iron bridge destroyed by two
NATO missiles

Beautiful Novi Sad bridge destroyed by
NATO criminals

Remnants of the great railway bridge which
took NATO four days and over 20 missiles
to destroy

Destruction of oil refinery near Belgrade

Destroyed homes in the city of Aleksinac

NATO's Bestial Bombing Of Yugoslavia

On March 24 NATO started its bestial bombing and destruction of
Yugoslavia, mostly its civilian objects: factories, bridges, oil refineries,
heating plants, schools, hospitals, trains, apartments and
houses, depriving hundreds of thousands of its citizens of water,
electricity, heating, food and jobs, killing hundreds of civilians.

The bombing started without permission of United Nation,
violating all international laws, as aggression on an independent an
sovereign European country. The bombing lasted eleven weeks, making damages
of about 200 billion doliars.

Bombing started with excuse of solving humanitarian catastrophe
in Kosovo, but it just made a bigger catastrophe to all country's citizens,
and made the Kosovo ethnic Albanian to leave country
in much grater number than before bombing. Many Albanians were victims of
NATO bombing, as in cities and villages, also in convoys on the roads.
Although Albanian leader Ibrahim Rugova asked NATO to stop that
bestial bombing of his people, USA and its allies didn't stop, showing that
the real reason of this destructive aggression is not the Albanian human
rights, but plain wish to occupy Kosovo territory.

Destruction Of Novi Sad Civilian Bridges >



These are obviously civilian targets and victims of NATO's "humanitarian"
destruction of Serbia and Montenegro. Is this a place for Albanian refugees
to return? Or can anybody live here anymore?

It seems that NATO's goal was a pure destruction of Yugoslavian
infrastructure and terrorizing of civilians for purposes that only NATO
generals know.

Destroyed schools, hospitals, residential buildings, houses, bridges,

passenger trains, busses... 20.000 tons of bombs thrown on Yugoslavia during

78 days. Nineteen countries against one, and after eleven weeks

of bombing only 13 of 300 tanks destroyed. Isn't that a shame? NATO lost this
war not only militarily but also morally.

Thanks God NATO stopped its senseless violence and accepted peaceful solution
for Kosovo, under control of United Nations (KFOR), recognizing sovereignty

and integrity of Yugoslavia. We hope KFOR will respect the

signed peace treaty and disarm the separatist Kosovo Liberation Army, making
Kosovo be without refugees from any side.

But who will pay for destroyed objects, infrastructure, lost jobs for
hundreds of thousands of people, and 1.500 killed civilians, of whom 30% are
children?

The big and glorious NATO power should.
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NATO LEADERS ENCOURAGE
VIOLENCE AGAINST SERBS IN
KOSOVO

By their visit to Kosovo capital Pristina,
NATO leaders have only encouraged the

followers ]
of the self-styled "KLA", who interpreted the
visit as ] _
support to their terrorist acts aimed at
ethnic _
cleansing of the province.
Violence against Serb inhabitants of the
province y
o intensified while NATO political and military
leaders were visiting Kosovo, Brussels
media said in their reports on the visit by
NATO
Secretary-General Javier Solana and NATO
Commander for Europe Wesley Clark.
; Only a vew hunderd meters from the place where
4 Solana was speaking, KFOR had to intervene
l against
] a group of "KLA" members who were looting
local
| shops, and three Serbs were killed in Pristina
!] Thursday, the media said. This demonstrated
i that
' Solana's appeal for an end to violence had not
reached the "KLA".
Solana promised reconciliation between Serbs
and
| T ethnic Albanians, but remarked only in passing
il that ’
lasting peace cannot be established without
| X ;
/ disarming the "KLA" or meeting other demands
from

the relevant Security Council Resolution.
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Solana urged all ethnic communities to remain

Kosovo under KFOR protection, although

it is clear that safety cannot be guaranteed
even to

ethnic Albanians whom the "KLA" believes to be

loyal to Serbia.

Comparing the Kosovo reality of daily acts

of terrorism, looting and forced expulsions of
non

ethnic Albanians from their homes and jobs
with

Solana's statement that he was happy to be in
"free

Kosovo" makes one wonder about the way

"freedom" is imagined in Brussels, especially
as

Clark said he was completely satisfied with
what

had been done so far.

SPANISH MEDIA WARN AGAINST
| VIOLENCE OF ETHNIC-ALBANIAN
! TERRORISTS

| The violence committed against Serbs by
1 ethnic-Albanian terrorists has especially been

| evidence throughout Kosovo the past
days, according to Spanish dailies.

I
¥
]

The dailies said the violence had been the
worst in

Pristina, Pec, Gnjilane and Djakovica.

The Madrid Al Pais set out that the threat of

ethnic-Albanian terrorists and the ineffective
KFOR

protection were the chief reasons why Serbs
were

leaving the province.

"The KLA wants to use the arrival of KFOR in
Kosovo for the glorification of their

own alleged victory. They have become so
arrogant

as tp consider themselves some kind of a
police or national guard," the daily stressed.

It quoted a Serb in Pristina as saying that
Serbs

" "want to live together with ethnic-Albanians,
wi

whom we have had no problems, but we are
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threatened by the KLA. They are breaking into
homes, driving us out from them, killing and
plundering, while KFOR does not seem able
effectively to prevent this."

The Barcelona El Periodico said the
war-crimes tribunal in The Hague would have a
of work because of the "many crimes against

humanity committed by ethnic-Albanians against
Serbs in Kosovo."

FRONT PAGE
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Was CNN involved in a NATO effort to assassinate the Serbian
information minister?, 8 July 1999
By Chris Marsden

On Friday, July 2 the Independent newspaper in Britain ran an
article by its Belgrade war correspondent Robert Fisk entitled “Taken in by
the NATO line’. The article presents a devastating
picture of the role of the press corps in the war against Yugoslavia.

Fisk shows how, with rare execptions, reporters abandoned any
standpoint of objectivity and adopted uncritically the official rationale for
the war. For the most part infected themselves with the
anti-Serb hysteria of US, British and NATO officials, they sought to justify
the bombing campaign by reporting NATO propaganda as fact and accepting
without question the statements of NATO spokesman Jamie Shea,
President Clinton and Prime Minister Blair.

He cites the example of a CNN reporter in Belgrade who ‘astounded
one of his English colleagues after NATO had bombed a narrow road bridge in
the Yugoslav village of Varvarin, killing dozens
of civilians, many of whom fell to their death in the River Morava. *That'll
teach them not to stand on bridges,' he roared.’

Fisk notes, ‘This was not the kind of language he used on air, of
course, where CNN's report on the bridge killings was accompanied by the
remark that there had been civilian casualties
1according to the Serb authorities'»all this when CNN's own crew had been
there and filmed the decapitated corpse of the local priest.’

The Independent correspondent goes on to suggest that the
collaboration of major media outlets with the NATO military campaign went
beyond dishonest and unethical journalistic practices. At the end
of the article he suggests that CNN and the network's Larry King Live show
may have been complicit in an attempt to assassinate Serbian Information
Minister Aleksander Vucic.

Fisk writes: ‘Two days before NATO bombed the Serb Television
headquarters in Belgrade, CNN received a tip from its Atlanta headquarters
that the building was to be destroyed. They were told to
remove their facilities from the premises at once, which they did.

‘A day later, Serbian Information Minister Aleksander Vucic
received a faxed invitation from the Larry King Live show in the US to appear
on CNN. They wanted him on air at 2:30 in the morning of 23
April and asked him to arrive at Serb Television half an hour early for
make-up.

“Yucic was lateswhich was just as well for him since NATO
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missiles slammed into the building at six minutes past two. The first one
exploded in the make-up room where the young Serb assistant

was burned to death. CNN calls this all a coincidence, saying that the Lamry
King show, put out by the entertainment division, did not know of the news
department's instruction to its men to leave the Belgrade building.’

The World Socialist Web Site has sought to obtain a response from
the Larry King Live program in Washington and CNN headquarters in Atlanta,
Georgia to the description of events provided by Fisk. The
publicist for Larry King Live and the press spokesperson for CNN News have
failed to return repeated calls.

Meanwhile, Fisk has come under attack from sections of the
British media. On July 4 Henry Porter of the Observer, one of the newspapers
most fervent in its support of NATO's war, published a reply
to Fisk's piece, all but accusing the Independent reporter of being a stooge
of Yugoslav President Milosevic. Porter asserts that Fisk ‘was undeniably
aided by the Serb authorities' and filed reports on the war
‘refracted through the lens of Serbian interest.’

Porter grants there was ‘almost universal concern among editors
and reporters about the level of accuracy of NATO briefings’ and admits there
is good reason to conclude that ‘the alliance was
bent on an almost racist crusade against the Serbs'. This, however, does not
prevent him from indulging in a bit of anti-Serb racism of his own, noting
that Fisk was given the sobriquet ‘Fiscovic' by some of his colleagues.

Porter is outraged that Fisk appears to believe ‘NATO is
motivated by congenital imperialist tendencies,’ but even more intolerable is
Fisk's decision to bring a dispute within the media to the attention of the
public.

The attack on Fisk indicates that his exposure of the deplorable
performance of the press corp has hit a raw nerve, and, in particular, his

revelations conceming CNN's role in the bombing of the
Serb TV center have provoked considerable concern in high places.

Copyright © 1996-99 Serbian Unity Congress. Al Rights Reserved.
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No-one can call the international mediator David Owen a Serbian
friend. In his own book "Balkan Odyssey", this war criminal was openly
admitting that the prime purpose of his infamous "Bosnian peace
plan” that he proposed (together with Cyrus Vance) was TO DENY THE RIGHT FOR
SELF-DETERMINATION TO THE BOSNIAN SERBS.
This is why one can believe even more when the same
Davin Owen says in his book that Kosovo Albanians wanted secession and
secession only - long ago. Who is to believe now the propaganda that
Kosovo Albanians got "radicalized" as result of Milosevic's actions?

This was almost SIX YEARS AGO:

SECESSION IS NOT NEGOTIABLE

David Owen
"Balkan Odyssey"
Page 76 (QUOTE):

Over Kosovo the world wanted the Kosovar Albanians to
talk to Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) government about autonomy, but
that as yet has never been undertaken because THEY
VWERE ONLY READY TO CONSIDER SECESSION. In the Balkans, intransigence is
believed to be the only stance to pay off. A special Kosovo Working Group,
chaired with considerable dedication by Ambassador Ahrens, with
my deputy Peter Hall and Cy Vance's deputy Herb Okun also participating, met
on SIX occasions between 30 September and early December 1992 during a time
when [Yugoslav] Prime Minister Panic and some others in FRY
government WERE READY TO CONSIDER SOME SERIOUS ARRANGEMENTS FOR AUTONOMY.
Even so, the Albanian delegation found immense difficulty in forgoing their
claim for IMMEDIATE INDEPENDENCE, FOR THERE ARE FEW
GRADUALISTS IN THE ALBANIAN LEADERSHIP. Their leader, Rugova, was himself

softly spoken and apparently reasonable but AT NO TIME DID HE *EVER* GIVE ME
THE IMPRESSION THAT HE WQULD SETTLE FOR AUTONOMY. Prime

Minister Panic was desperate for the Albanians to put up candidates for the

election at the end of December (1992), for otherwise the Kosovo seats would

go by default to the Serb nationalists like Seselj. Yet

despite having this political leverage the Kosovo Albanians continued to

boycott all... elections on principle, even though they were bound to win...

The reason is that they are NO LONGER EVEN INTERESTED IN A MOVE

FROM BELGRADE to return Kosovo to something like the autonomy enjoyed under

Tito. THEY ARE READY TO *WAIT* UNTIL THEY CAN JOIN UP WITH ALBANIA...
(End quote)

_ They waited - for six years - for America to do the
job for them: to disarm and - through sanctions starve Serbian people, while,
at the same time supplying Albanian terrorists.

Mr. Owen adds (the same page - quote):

(T)he Kosovar Albanians' SELF-IDENTIFICATIO
NAS A
iE)CESSIQNIST MOVI_EMENT fed Serbian fears. While we could never interest the
anians in ANY solution based on autonomy we had NO defence or

comeback when the Serbs said all they (Albanians) wanted was independence.
(End quote)

_ How in the world could Kosovo Albanians negotiate
from a position of force? Who, so powerful, was protecting them and giving
them promises that everything will go their way? We know the answer. Don't
we?
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Expulsion of Serbs from Kosovo

New York Times in an article published in July 1982
tells a story of Serbian population being expelled from Kosovo. Albanian
officials admit - Kosovo Albanian nationalists are trying to
cleanse the Serbs and make Greater Albania. Some 57,000 Serbs left the region

in 1970's.



12-F-4

Albanians and Afghans fight for the heirs of to
Bosnia's SS past

Daily Telegraph, 29 December 1993
By Robert Fox in Fojnica (Bosnia)

"DOCUMENTS!" shouted a man in a beret with an
insignia in green Arabic script outside the UN house in the Bosnian mountain
town of Fojnica. He was hostile and demanded our presence at the police
station.

Later the police chief apologised, but made clear
that authority had passed to the men with the Koranic texts hanging from
their fatigues.

Last summer Muslim and Croat leaders in Fojnica asked
the WN to declare it a "zone of peace”. Since then war has ravaged the town,
bringing murder, mayhem and exile to at least half its
original population of 12,000. Different, and alien, forces are now in charge
—- some of the toughest in the Bosnian Muslim army.

These are the men of the Handzar division. "We do
everything with the knife, and we always fight on the frontline," a Handzar
told one UN officer.

Up to 6000-strong, the Handzar division glories in a
fascist culture. They see themselves as the heirs of the SS Handzar division,
formed by Bosnian Muslims in 1943 to fight for the Nazis.
Their spiritual model was Mohammed Amin al-Husseini, the Grand Mufti of
Jerusalem who sided with Hitler.
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According to UN officers, surprisingly few of those
in charge of the Handzars in Fojnica seem to speak good Serbo-Croatian. "Many
of them are [Muslim] Albanian, whether from Kosovo _
(the Serb province where Albanians are the majority) or from Albania itself."

They are trained and led by veterans from Afghanistan
and Pakistan, say UN sources. The strong presence of native Albanians is an
ominous sign. It could mean the seeds of war are )
spreading south via Kosovo and into Albania, thence to the Albanians of
Macedonia.

Pakistani fundamentalists are known to have had a ‘
strong hand in providing arms and a small weapons industry for the Bosnian
Muslims.

Hardline elements of the Bosnian army, like the o
Handzar, appear to have the backing of an increasingly extreme leadership in
Sarajevo, represented by Mr Ejup Ganic, Foreign Minister, )
Mr Haris Silajdzic, Prime Minister, and Mr Enver Hadjihasanovic, the new army
chief.

The Handzars are working closely with other units
around Fojnica, preparing for the long assault on Kiseljak to the east and
Prozor to the west, a campaign likely to last years.

The first political act in this new operation appears
to have been the murder of the two monks in the monastery. Last month Brother
Nikola Milicevic, 39, and Brother Mato Migic, 56, were surprised by a
four-man squad.

After an argument, Brother Nikola was shot dead on '
the spot. His colleague was only wounded, but finished off by a shot in the
neck.

Mysteriously, the police guard disappeared a few
minutes before. The murder squad withdrew after the killings.

The Provincial for the Franciscans of Bosnia, Petar
Andjelovic, demanded an explanation. He received condolences from President
Alija Izetbegovic and a note from the police in Sarajevo that
the matter was under investigation.

The Provincial is convinced this was a political

murder {0 deepen the division between Croats and Muslims. He also believes it
was sanctioned by Sarajevo.

"l can say that for the moment all responsibility for
this Killing falls at the door of the Bosnian army," he told an Italian

Catholic magazine last week. "Somebody very powerful must have organised
this."

The way the Handzars have settled in Fojnica suggests
they are playing for a long war. The town is self-sufficient in meat,
vegetables and cereals. The terrain is ideal for guerrilla operations.

More significant is the nature of the Handzars, and
the influences of the Albanians in their command, and the support from
Pakistan. These suggest, politically and militarily, the war in
Bosnia has spread - under the dozing eyes of the West.
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Kosovo Albanian Robbers at Work
Kosovo Albanians arrested in Spain after hundreds of

break-ins

Agence France-Presse
(via ClariNet) Tue, 16 June 1998,
For fair use only

MADRID, June 16 (AFP) - More than 50 ethnic Albanians
from Kosovo were arrested Tuesday on suspicion of membership in an
international ring of robbers, Spanish police said.

The arrested are suspected of having committed nearly
1,000 break-ins and robberies in apartments and companies in a number of
Spanish regions and of laundering money from the robberies in Germany.

Police arrested 58 people including three suspected
ringleaders in Madrid and Barcelona. German police detained another suspect
in Berlin and was said to have asked for three bank accounts to be blocked.

The identity of those arrested was not immediately
known.

The suspects face charges of forming a criminal gang,
illegal residence, money-laundering, drug trafficking and fraud. Police would
not rule out that more arrests would be made as the swoop continued Tuesday
afternoon.

MADRID, SPAIN, 16-JUNE-1998: In this image taken from
police video, an unidentified suspect of a criminal gang member from the
Yugoslavian province of Kosovo is placed into a police vehicle
in Madrid Tuesday, June 16, 1998. Spanish police on Tuesday arrested over 70
members of the criminal gang they believed to be from the embattied

Yugoslavian province. Most of the suspects, arrested on

suspicion of drug-smuggling, money laundering and robbery, carried false

identity documents but were known to be from Kosovo, a police spokesman said.
[Photo by Police, AP]
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BALKAN CONNECTION
Brazen as the Mafia, Ethnic Albanian Thugs Specialize
in Mayhem
Active in the Heroin Trade, The Faction Is So Violent

Prosecutors Need Guards
Dujo Saljanin's Comeuppance

The Wall Street Journal,
Monday, September 9, 1985, pp.1,18
By Anthony M. DeStefano

NEW YORK - The informant who visited the office of
U.S. Attorney Rudolph W. Giuliani [current Mayor of New York City] last
December had a chilling story to tell:

A defendant in a drug racketeering case that Mr.
Giuliani was prosecuting was offering $400.000 to anyone who would kill a
certain assistant U.S. attorney and a federal drug enforcement agent.

For 45 minutes Mr. Giuliani and his chief assistant,
William Tendy, listened to and evaluated the tale. Five other informants
later corroborated it. The threatened lawmen-assistant
prosecutor Alan M. Cohen and narcotics agent Jack Delmore-were given
24-hour-a-day protection by federal marshals.

For years police and court officials in Italy have
had to deal with Maffia attempts on their lives, some of which have
succeeded. American gangsters have rarely dared such crimes. But certain
criminal groups in the U.S. now seem less restrained. Mr. Giuliani says he
has recently heard of more threats against law-enforcement officers and
judges around the country than at any other time in his 15 years as
a prosecutor. A number of his colleagues share that perception. Mr. Giuliani
says that he himself has heen threatened.

The "Balkan Connection"
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The drug case that brought forth the threats Mr.
Giuliani is concerned about involved the disruption of the so-called "Balkan
connection" heroin trade conducted by among others a loosely
orginised group of ethnic Albanians, centered in New York. A federal probe
into this drug traffic and other possible crimes, including the alleged plot
to kill officials, is in progress. The drug investigation
and the criminal activities of a group of Albanian-Americans have attracted
little publicity.

Many Albanians came to the U.S. after World War I
via Yugoslavia. Others before the war, came directly from Albania. A small,
mountainous Balkan country, communist Albania is bordered on the
west by the Adriatic Sea and on its other boundries by Yug oslavia and
Greece...

Albanians who take to crime have created new and
unique problems for some law-enforcement officers around the country.
Language and a code of silence have protected the AIbanian-fAmencan
crime factions from outside penetration. "They are real secretive" says a
detective in Hamtramek, Mich., a Detroit suburb where many Albanians live. He
says police have tried but failed to infiltrate Albanian gangs here.

Various Crimes

Albanian-Americans criminals, police say, are
involved in everything from gun-running to counterfeiting. In New York City,
a police intelligence analyst says, some ethnic Albanians living
in the Bronx are involved in extortion and robbery. Federal officials believe
that Albanians run gambling in certain New York ethnic clubs.

Violence within the Albanian community can be
particularly brutal, whether related to orginized crime or not. In Hamtramck,
an Albanian, reportedly enraged by the belief that his wife
had contracted a veneral diseace, shot three people at a clinic and then
killed himself. In some attacks, women have been slashed with knives: crowded
restaurants and bars have been raked with gunfire. "They're a
wild bunch of people," says Capt. Glen McAlpine of the Shelby Township,
Mich., police. During an investigation of Albanian crime in Shelby, a bomb
exploded next to the police station. A police officer also was threatened,
Capt. McAlpine says.

But it is drug trafficking that has gained Albanian
organized crime the most notoriety. Some Albanians, according to federal Drug
Enforcement Agency officials, are key traders in the
"Balkan connection," the Istanbul-to-Belgrade heroin route. While less well
known than the so-called Sicilian and French connections, the Balkan route in
some years may move 25% to 40% of the U.S. heroin supply, official say.

Ties to Turks

Once serving only as couriers, some ethnic Albanians
and Yugoslavs now are taking over more command of the traffic, says Andrew
Fenrich, a DEA spokesman in New York. Federal agents say
that Balkan crime groups are well suited for trafficking because of close

Eiﬂoﬁml and religious ties with the Turks, some of whom are sources of
eroin.

. DEA agents say the heroin flows from Turkey through
Bulgaria and Greece into Yugoslavia. From there it can wind up in Rome,
Brussels, The Haggue and the U.S.. Once in America, the Balkan
heroin is believed by officials to be distributted by some ethnic Albanians
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and Turks. (Albania itself, long cut off from the most of the world by its
recently deceased leader Enver Hoxha, isn't believed by the

U.S. to be involved in the drug trade - [which leaves Kosovo as the only
source].)

On the surface, at least, Skender Fici seemed to be a
law-abiding businessman. He ran a Staten Island travel agency, Theresa
Worldwide, which made a specialty of booking trips to Yugoslavia, where many
Albanlans live.

He became a speciailst in handling immigration paper
work, and he sponsored a local ethnic Albanian soccer team.

According to federal prosecutors and a sentencing
memorandum they filed in Manhattan’s Federal District Cortt, Mr. Fici's
travel agency made a perfect vehicle for arranging quick )
trips for drug dealers and couriers working the Balkan connection. One of Mr.
Fici's first shipments arrived in New York in February 1979, according to the
prosecutors' memo. A kilogram of heroin was distributed .
in New York partly through the efforts of Xhevedet Lika [an Albanian], known
as Joey Lik, who made his base on New York City's polyglot Lower East Side.

There, according to the sentencing memoran@um, Mr,‘
Lika sold the drug to other dealers from a social club located in the midst
of Judaica shops and Chinese clothing stores.

By 1980, according to federal court testimony and the
sentencing report, Mr. Lika was importing heroin as well as distrtbuting it,
traveling to Turkey and Yugoslavia to arrange
shipments. He also allegedly dealt in cocaine with Xhevedet Mustafa fan
Albanbanian], who disappeared in 1982. Mr. Mustafa had been a supporter, of
the late, deposed Albanian monarch King Zog, who died in 1961.

Mr. Mustafa skipped out before his own federal trial
on drug charges could take place in 1982. In September 1982, be reportedly
led an unsuccesslul invasion of Albania aimed at restoring
the monarchy. Mr. Hoxha said the invaders all were "liquidated” but Mr.
Mustafa still is listed as a fugitive in federal court records.

Mr. Lika, meanwhile, was expanding his heroin
business In New York with other associates, according to federal prosecutors.
He had fallen out with one of his old partners, Dujo
Saljanin, who in 1991 had agreed to import several kilos of heroin for Mr.
LIka and others but short-weighted the delivery by a kilo. To resolve the
descrepancy, a January 1981 meeting was held at a Park
Avenue South restaurant Mr. Saljanin operated. Joey Lika and two other men,
Mehmet Bici and Vuksan Vulaj, were present. Mr. Bici later testified in
federal court that Mr. Vulaj pulled a gun and shot Mr. Saljanin.

"Mr. Lika had a gun, and he shot him, too," Mr. Bici
testified. "I was there, too, and | shot him too. And then we just left,
crossed the street," he testified.

Even with 13 bullet wounds, Mr. Saljanin lived a
short while, long enough to talk. Mr. Vulaj was later shotgunned to death.
Hampered by lack of cooperation in the Albanian community, as
well as by difficultles with the Albanlan language that made electronic

surveillance useless, police and federal agents worked about three years
belore they broke the case in 1984.

Federal officials estimate that the group had
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imported more than 110 pounds of heroin with a retall or "street" value of
$125 million through the Balkan connection before the ring was broken

up. Federal agents believe the drugs had been sold in New York, California,
Texas and lllinois.

The trail that Mr. Delmore, the DEA agent, followed
led to Mr. Bici, who was then serving a sentence in a New York state prison
for attempted manslaughter of his wife. Questioned by Mr. )
Delmore, Mr. Bici at first denied having any knowledge of drug dealing or the
Saljanin murder but ultimately decided to cooperate. He was indicted along
with Joey Llka, Mr. Lika's brother Luan, Mr. Fici and i
others on federal charges of drug dealing and racketeering. Luan Lika was
never arrested and remains a fugitive. Mr. Bici pleaded guilty to
transporting heroin and to racketeering. H_e was sqmenced to elght years
and is serving time under guard in the "prisoner witness" prote_ctlon program.
The atmosphere at the trial, which began late last year, was highly charged.
Early in the proceeding, Mr, Cohen, the prosecutor, _
mentioned that a witness claimed to have been threatened with death by Mr.
Lika's father.

(Judge Vincent Broderick kept Lika family spectators
seated near the back of the courtroom.)

Another witness reported that a man outside the _ .
Manhattan courthouse had threatened her. Gjon Barisha, a prospective witness,
fled before the trial, after claiming that he had been fired .
at. He evaded federal agents for months before being arrested on a matgrlal
witness warrant last month. Others who were to be called as witnesses hid out
or refused to testify, prosecutor Cohen says, because
they feared, as one of them put it, "a bullet in the head." Proseculors
allege that some witnesses perjured themselves at the trial.

Judge Broderick remarked during the trial that the
case involved the most reckless disregard for human life that he had ever
seen. The message wasn't lost on federal officials, who took the
threats against them seriously.

Since World War Il, there have been more than 800
revenge killings by Albanians in Yugoslavia and several in New York,
according to Dushan Kosovich, a scholar who has studied Albanlan mores.
Mr. Giuliani says of the threat against Mr. Cohen: "This was the most serious
threat | have seen yet to an assistant U.S. attorney."

For three months from late 1984 into early 1985, Mr.
Cohen and Mr. Delmore and their wives shared their homes with federal
marshals acting as bodyguards. "You can't believe what it is

like" says Mr. Cohen, who was guarded in court-even when he went to the men's
room.

A Jury this year convicted Joey Lika and Mr. Fici on
charges of racketeering conspiracy. Mr. Lika was also convicted of the more
serious charge of running a criminal enterprise. To
emphasize to the defendants that their opponent was the government, and not
just Mr. Cohen, U S. Attorney Giuliani himself appeared in court for the
sentencing in March. Mr, Lika denied in court as sentence was about
to be rendered that he wanted anyone killed... Mr. Lika was sentenced to life
in prison, Mr. Fici to 80 years. They are appealing their convictions.

Mr. Giuliani refuses to discuss detalls, but he says

he has learned recently that there had been an effort to fulfill an
assassination contract against him and Messrs. Cohen and Delmore. "After
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you have been convicted," he says, "there is no rational reason to kill a
prosecutor, except revenge."

While Mr. Giuliani says he now considers the threat
against himself "minor,” DEA agent Delmore and his famlly have moved-away
from New York. Prosecutor Cohen is still investigating other
drug dealers in New York but he, too, has a new residence.

Federal officials aren't sure how much lasting damage
they have done to the Balkan connection. Mr. Cohen says the Lika case and
others, prosecuted by local authorities, have resulted in the
conviction of more than 10 Albanian-American drug traffickers, and that has
got to have some impact.

Mr. Fenrich, the DEA spokesman, says that the Lika
case made it clear that vendettas against law enforcers won's be tolerated.

As for Joey Llka, prison may be the safest place for
him. Because he testified about his part in the Saljanin killing, federal
agents say he now is "in the blood" - that is, the object of a
vendetta - with relatives of Mr. Saljanin.

Next: [ Albanian mafia does the same in Europe |
Back to:

[ Albanian Solution ]

[ Kosovo Problem ]

The truth belongs to us all.
Feel free to download, copy and redistribute.

Last revised: June 24, 1998
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IN BALKANS, ARMS FOR DRUGS

The Interational Herald Tribune
Paris, June 6, 1994,
By Barry James

Albanian groups in Macedonia and Kosovo province in
Serbia are trading heroin for large quantities of weapons foruse in a
brewing conflict in Kosovo, according to a report to be published
monday by a Paris-based narcotics-monitoring group.

In recent months, significant quantities of heroin
have been seized in Switzerland, Germany, Italy and Greece from traffickers
based in Kosovo's capital, Pristina, as well as the
Macedonian capital, Skopje, and the northern Albanian town of Skodra, the
report said.

Italian policemen recently dismantled a major
ltalian-Macedonian connection, seizing 40 kilograms of heroin shipped via the
Balkans, it said.

It said Albanian traffickers were supplied with
heroin and weapons by Mafia-like groups in Georgia and Armenia. The Albanians
then pay for the supplies by reselling the heroin in the west.
The report said the Albanian dealers also traded directly with Russian
soldiers for weapons in exchange for heroin.

The report was drawn up by the "Observatire
Geopolitique Des Drogues"”, which said it conducted an investigation lasting
nearly a year. The organization carries out research on behalf
of the European Commission in Brussels, as well as publishing and an annual
survey of the narcotics trade.

Albanian Muslims from a restive minority in
independent Macedonia but make up the bulk of the population in Kosovo...

Kosovo, on the southern frontier of Serbia, is a
potential flash point because of conflicting Serbian and Albanian nationalism
and religion. Although in the minority, the Serbs consider
the province part of Serbia. The drug report said that a large influx of
weapons "is fueling geopolitical hopes and fears," and adding to the power of
Albanian Mafia Godfathers. Albanian leaders, it added, "are
inherently in favour of an uprising in Kosovo."

In Macedonia, about 2,000 U.S. troops are stationed
under United Nations mandate.

In western Europe, particularly in Germany, the
Albanian traffickers compete with Turkish criminals, the report said. They
are not so well known to the police and have forged close links
with Georgians and Armenians, who distrust the Turks.

Abkhazi separatists in northern Georgia have set up
yet another connection for arms and narcotics traffic toward the Balkans,
according to the monitoring organization.

The report said Albanian mafiosi, who wear expensive
suits and who travel ostentatiously in mercedes cars accompanied by
bodyguards, have taken over a floor of one of Skopje's s
best hotels. It said a suspected heroin refinery was in operation near the
town of Kumanovo in Macedonia.
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KLA - Bill Clinton's "Freedom Fighters"
KLA & drugs
More than 30 articles, all coming from Western
sources, talk about KLA's heroin trade. More than 70% of West Europe's heroin
comes through KLA connection.
Also, take a look at Professor Dr. Michel
Chossudovsky's analysis of sources of KLA financing. The analysis is
entitled: KOSOVO "FREEDOM FIGHTERS" FINANCED BY ORGANISED CRIME

Ideology & Leaders of KLA

Mixing Islam, neo-Nazism, Maoism, Marxism, Ritual
Vendetta, and their Mafia's drug money into a guerrilla movement -
"liberation” army. Who are the leaders of KLA?

KLA's connection to Osama bin Laden
Strong connection of KLA to Osama bin Laden's
terrorists.

KLA, terror and Ethnic Cleansing
A study of KLA as cleansers of Serbs from Kosovo.
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Albanian Mafia smuggles drugs into USA

Wall Street Journal, September 1985 says that
Albanian-American criminals are involved in everything from gun-running to
counterfeiting. They smuggle 25% to 40% of US heroin supply. They are

particularly brutal and wild.

Albanian chauvinism - ‘Lebanonizing' of Yugoslavia
No, it did not start in 1997 as current articles in
the West would like us believe. An article in New York Times on November 1st,

1987 explains it all.

Albanian Mafia in Europe: Drugs for weapons

The International Herald Tribune, on June 6, 1994.
tells us how Albanians of Kosovo - after selling heroin throughout Europe -

buy weapons for Kosovo Albanian terrorists.

Albanian Mafiosi relentless and numerous
Agence France Presse, June 16, 1998 only tells about
the last massive arrest of Albanian mafia members. Some 70 of them!

KLA -- Resurgent Nazis Under NATO's Wing
A short history of KLA by George Thompson

Glorifying Nazi past! _
Albanian and Afghan Jihad fighters are reviving WWII

Nazi SS division!

Photo Galery
Albanian terrorists at work.

Murdering their own
) Albanian KLA terrorists murder Albanians who, as
~ loyal Yugoslav citizens, are refusing to join them. Photographs Western media

did not want you to see.

NEVER NEGOTIATE!

Lord Owen, certainly not a Serbian friend, says that
Kosovo Albanians, even "moderate” Rugova wanted NO negotiation. For Albanian
secessionists secession is NOT NEGOTIABLE! With Western support
they can afford to behave in that fashion despite military weakness of their
terrorist "army".

Endless terror
Encouraged by the West Albanian terrorists at work.



(dNV) -Srnyuadem UBA SULI2AI]
3p UEE UIPIBEMIOOA axyentjod syfipamned
puefsny 1[=IS jseRUIRE( “UR1SAM 32 31N a1p
uep ufiz 12do}paos 32 3EPLIO UIpUE[P[2IRM
2pIa Ul arerndod ufiz suadem a12sIssny
-§12pI0 dSPUE]
JTauulq UEA UIAMQIM N21qa8pRS susdam
191 J00p UAINDIA 2 JEEMZ 124 129 a1n
-snput 21q “puesNy Ul xardurod [3211Snpul
-ITejna apuaplijpoot 194 100a 2feE] 194
ul p[o8 B1X3 SUA) 18ua1q 1odx? aQ UA

S91JL-0AL

G174

uejsny

018124 21 yonodplard
-SSRy 2P WO [PppI B
aadem ap Ul 191Z NO}SO
101 110dxauadem op UBA
10 apIEER{I2A

s 2P UL Pa0[AUT AUDS
d uaa Yoo [3puUey
uoudspRq
guno1812A 3P sBuel
SurraBar 21
SuIaA3] AP 1240 PfIRIQ U
waSa ofrequisuadem
ueqsny 100p 00 124
1o noz 21qIT 19U JoO el
‘areuldip S[E UIP
0 2ADTSUAIUT UAPP[AT

pIoo>pjE U2 PueE| AP
-NA U2AIYISIIP

BIpaw AYISIS

STy "UD[[BAUEE UBA ufiz uauUnY IM0p 19U
1993 apuadoa uaa f1z %00 1EP uapnoy P
Fuuayal ueeqg 2P do SuIUUIMIIA0-0AEN
aJp BU 12 UIPNOZ USPUE] 2Za(] “UEE USSP
fiq waddopy uapuE[sSUIP{UMIUO [BI00A
‘uagansald num_:uwu_?ﬂﬂ_uu»um.u_i
113 uawAsAsIaaMIEIRN] 00£-5 JeeU SeRIA
2p awEU 19U SI atae[so8a0[ uaA0q SIWIE
-oABN 2p Joo( “100p uapfm UApNOE UEW
jiodxemiold Ul afua(zaoloasoy SINA1
_1odxauademsieels aydsissny =2 aNvy1sny




147 - 4

In de stad Prizren gingen gisteren
talrijke huizen van Servigrs sin
'vlammen op. In Priftina w€rden

twee Serviérs ontvoerd. Eenleider

van de zigeuners in Kosovo, Ibra+
him Hasani, riep gisteren de inter-
nationale gemeenschap op de zi-
geuners van Kosovo een veilige
uitweg naar een ander land te bie-
den. ,,We zouden zelfs naar de Hi-
malaya gaan om vrijheid en rech-
ten te krijgen”, aldus Hasani, de

leider van een groep van vijfdui- [

zend zigeuners die hun toevlucht
hebben gezocht in een opvang-
kamp in Kosovo Polje. Als de zi-
geuners geen vrijgeleide naar een
ander land krijgen, zullen ze zich
die zelf verschalfTen, zo voegde hij
daaraan toe. De zigeuners zijn' er
door de Kosovaren van, beschul-
.digd de Serviérs bij hun'campagne
van ‘etnische zuivering’ te hebben
geholpen. LA




‘UPPOSITIE

‘Onze kinderen hebbé
recht op vglle magen’

De oppositieleiders hougd n-
ﬁe, weinig inspirerende: '
en, Goran Svilanovic, |
Burgcralllanne st 1‘-{
d:chtsl bij de bevolking. i
afgelopen maanden gemob

geweest, net als de meeste mannen
van Jagodina. ,,Waarom hebben
we voor de vierde keer sinds het
aantreden van Milogevi¢ ons uni-
form moeten aantrekken? Waar-
om hebben we opnieuw moeten
zien hoe vrouwen en Kkinderen
—_ moesten viuchten op houten wa-
¢ gens? MiloSevi¢ heeft ons daar
zonder wapens heen gestuurd.”
En dap over de armoede. ,,Wij
hebben recht op ontbijt met onze
kinderen. Onze kinderen hebben
recht op volle magen. Maar half
Servi¢ heeft dat recht op dit mo-
ment kennelijk niet,”
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VN bezorgd om geweld::

1

tegen Serviérs Kosovo

Reuters, AP, AFP /?--. - -t
PRISTINA/BELGRADO I

et Hoge Commissariaat voor

e Vluchtelingen van de Ver-
énigde Naties is bezorgd over het
toeniemend aantal gewelddadige
incidenten tegen Serviérs in Ko-
sovo. Het gaat.om moord, ont-
;oering en hef verjagen van Ser-
jische Kosovaren door etnische
Albanezen. Tevens lijkt er vol-
ens de VN sprake van een ‘sys-
ematische’ verbranding van hui-
>véin Serviérs, met name in de
steden Prizren en Orahovac,
waar de Gele Rijders zijn gesta-

q&erd
A S “ae

mﬂna mﬂej}gplaﬂgﬁ_,dﬁe
S vermoord;svier anderen
erden door inl het zwart geklede
mannen ontvoerd. Een orthodoxe
erke is in vlammen opgegaandEen
oep bejaarde Serviérs maakte
een Tocht van tachtig kilometer
door de bergen, nadat zij ui -?hu}n
huizen waren verjaagd. i

Het zijn enkele voorbeelden van
incidenten tegen Serviérs in Koso-
vo, die woordvoerder Janowski

Jn e viuchtelingenorganisatie
anhaalde. De bescher-
an deze groep is nu de
iticke kwestie’, zei hij.
indt.dat KFOR veel
iérsien Albanezen zo
ogelijk samen te'la-
ten leven; maar preiding van de
tm- odigiom de situatie te

e 1)
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““Mijn zus was in huis toen

]

de'Albanezen hetinbrand staken’

Corine de Vries
PODGORICA/BAR

ingeklemd tussen ma __]ﬁige.,groc-
ne bergen en de felblauwe Adriati-
sche Zee, heeft twee gezichten.
Flegante jongeren, gekleed in Ar-

Al en Versace,! flanerén langs
ae tientallen terrasjes:waar harde
muziek gedraaid wordt. Tussen de
tafeltjes door lopeh® bedelende
kinderen in lompen, hun lichaam
vol eczeem, die het beéld van deze
vredige, lome vakantiestad wreed
verstoren.

In Konic, een stoffige buitenwijk
van Podgorica, zijn zeveriduizend
zigeuners neergestrekéndie Koso-
vo zijn ontvlucht nadat de vrede
werd getekend. De situatie in het
kamp is ‘erbarmelijk. *

De  vluc Iteﬁngennrgadsaﬁe

E———

%ﬁl’ heeft deze week in allerijl
tenten geleverd, waarin 2600
mensen slapen op karton, plastic
en soms dekens. De rest van de
zigeuners wordt opgevangen door
buurtbewoners.

Er is geen elekiriciteit, slechts
€én kraan en er zijn geen foiletten
of douches. Onder en naast een
houten bouwwerk loopt een me-
terslange, ondiepe geul vol urine
en uitwerpsclen. De stank is on-
draaglijk, maar de twee kinderen
die vlak naast de geul spelen met
wat afyal ruiken dat al niet:meer.

‘De hygiénische condities’ zijn
vreselijk hier’, zegt Branko*Bozo-
vic van de humanitaire orgasisa-
tie World Vision. ‘Vooral veebkin-
deren hebben gezondheidspra®'. -
men, ze hebben diarree, huidzicx-
tes en lijden aan uitdroging.’

Officieel bestaat dit kamp hele-
maal niet, legt Bozovic uil. Franse

en [taliaanse hulporganisaties
proberen nu de erkenning rond te
krijgen om het verstrekken van
meer voedsel en water mogelijk te
maken, en om zo snel mogelijk
sanitaire voorzieningen te plaat-
sen.

De verhalen van de zigeuners
lijken sterk op de verhalen die de
Albanese vluchtelingen over de
Serviérs verlelden tijdens de oor-
log. ‘De Albanezen kwamen twee
weken geleden gewapend ons

huis binnen, hebberi mijn man in -

elkaar geslagen en meegenomen.
Sindsdien heb ik hem niel neer
gezien. Het huis hebben ze in
brand gestoken, dus ben ik met
mijn zes kinderen hier naar toe
gevliucht!, zegt de 49-jarige Gasi
Begia uit Pec.

‘Ze hebben vier dagen geleden
mijn zus vermoord’, slikt de vijf-
tienjarige Sadela lzjeremed 'uit

Djakovica. ‘Zij was nog binnen
toen de Albanezen ons huis in
brand staken. Ze was getrouwd,
haar drie kinderen zijn nu bij mijn
nicht.’

De Albanezen hebben de zigeu-
ners verd,even omdat ze volgens
hen de Serviérs steunden bij de

Niemand wil
de zigeuners
opvang bieden

ctnische zuiveringen, weet Sadela.
‘Met de Serviérs konden we ten
minste samenleven, zij gaven ons,
brood’, vull Abdoula Naser {
uit Pec haar aan, !
Maar Servié heeft nu zijn gren-|-
zen voor vluchtende zigeuners ge-f
sloten. Monienegro laat hen 4

|
|

—

toe, maar heeft geen idee waar
hen te huisvesten. Grote groepen
zigeuners worden van hot naar
her_gestuurd. Begin deze week
vertrokken zevenhonderd4zigeu-
mers vanuit Podgorica riaar"de ha-
venstad Bar. ‘Daar hadden we een
prachtig plekje gevondenymaar de
politie-stuurde ons weg, sommige
van ons werden geslagen’, vertelt
Abdoula’ Naser. y
Een prachtig plekje was het in-
derdaad: midden in het centrum
tussen de calés liggen in Bar drie
keurige ronde parkjes, omzoomd
door palmbomen en rozenstrui-
ken. Daar hadden de uners
hun kampement opgebouwd, ook
vanwege het goede uitzicht op de
haven, waar vandaan -dagelijks
schepen naar Italié vew
Veertig zigeuners zijn.
juit zee gered, op 50 kilbmiel
#stand van de kust. De Bbot.

4 wa P |

naar Italié zou smokkelen, was
gezonken.

Weggestuurd uit Bar vertrokken
de zevenhonderd zigeuners naar
Ulcinj. In deze toeristische bad-
plaats, waar overwegend Albane-
zen wonen, verblijft nog altijd een
grote groep Albanese vluchtelin-
gen uit Kosovska Mitrovica. En
die wilden de ‘collaborerende” zi-
geuners niet in de buurt hebben.
Een wederzijdse scheldpartij ein-
digde bijna in'gen veldslag, foen
beide partijen ﬁ(aar met stenen
begonnen te bekogelen. Een mas-
sale inzet van de politie voor-
kwam dat de rel uit de hand liep.
Maar de burgemeester van Ulcinj
besloot dat de zigeuners niet kon-
den blijven.

En zo keerden zij na een lange
omweg weer terug in Podgo
waar zij werden opgevangenid
Gashi -Iselj, de zigeunerken

van Montenegro. Het kamp'met
de zevenduizend vluchtelingen
ligt rond zijn café, dat uit één
ruimte bestaat en ook diegt,,‘_‘@oet
als kantoor en als school. ‘De gon-
dities zijn hier erg slecht, maa¥ de
mensen zijn nu met weinig tevre-
den. Hier voelen ze zich tenmin-
ste veilig', zegt Iselj. ;
De zigeunerkoning maakt zich
ernstig zorgen. ‘Deze mensen
kunnen niet terug naar Kosovo,
de Serviérs willen hen niet hebben
en westerse landen hebben oq!(_
geen asiel aangeboden, wat z¢ b_1]
de Albanese viuchtelingen wel di-
rect deden. De wereld trekt de
Albanezen voor, terwijlaij de
log hebben uitgelokt. B
ners hebben niets misg
len dolgraag naar een
geen oorlog is. Maar niéimand
hen hebben. Ze hebben g?br_r’tce-
komst. 4 :




Van onze verslaggeefster
Corine de Vries

KOSOVSKA NITROVICA :

Servische paramilitairen hebben
in Nitrovica ook Serviérs ver-
moord, zegt Vladimir, Zijn achter-
naam wil hij niet in de krant heb-
ben omdat hij voor een internatio-
nale organisatie werkt. ‘En boven-
dien is mijn naam niet belangrijk.
Ik ben Serviér, en wij zijn allemaal
broeders hier in Nitrovica,’ zegt
hij.

De paramilitairen, die volgens
Vladimir vooral uit Servi¢, Bosnié
en Kroatié kwamen, konden. de
Albanezen en Serviérs niet goed
van elkaar onderscheiden.

‘In een Albanese wijk hebben ze
ingebroken' bij een Servische
broer en zus. Voor de ogen van de
broer hebben ze diens zus ver-
kracht. Daarna zijn ze beiden ver-
moord. Andere Servische inwo-
ners van Nitrovica bevestigen Vla-

——

Servische pa

/ M_ -7
dimirs verhaal. De paramilitairen
zijn inmiddels naar Servié ge-
vlucht, uit angst voor wraakacties
of arrestaties door de KFOR-troe-
pen, vertellen de achtergebleven
Serviérs in Nitrovica.

Vladimir: ‘Ze hebben ons opge-
scheept met de cllendige nasleep
van hun daden. Voor de gewone
Serviérs in Kosovo is het leven
bijna onmogelijk geworden. Alba-
nezen beschouwen ons nu alle-
maal als moordenaars en Vver-
krachters.’

Sinds de KFOR-troepen cen
maand geleden Kosove binnen-
trokken, zijn 160 duizend van de
200 duizend Servische ﬁomocmqnﬁ}

viérs in het noordelijke stadsdeel
strikt gescheiden van een groeien-
de populatie teruggekeerde Alba-
nezen aan de zuidoever. Vladi-
mirs moeder, die tussen de Alba-
nezen in het zuiden woonde, is
aan het eind van de oorlog naar
het noorden gevlucht. In haar huis

"Voor Albanezen
zijn wij allemaal
moordenaars’

woont nu een Albanese familie.

‘gr valt simpelweg niet meer
met de Albanezen te praten’,
klaagt Vladimir. ‘En dat terwijl wij
tijdens de NAVQO-bombardemen-
ten er alles aan gedaan hebben om
het huis van de Albanese buur-
man van mijn moeder te bescher-
men.”

Om e voorkomen dat paramili-

naar Servié gevlucht. Nitrovica is
een van de weinige steden in Ko-
sovo waar, mede op aandringen
van de NAVO, nog een grote Ser-
vische gemeenschap woont.

Van samenleven met de Koso-
vo-Albanezen is echler geen spra-
ke: de rivier de Ibar houdt de Ser-

e

|
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{airen het huis zouden leegroven,
had Vladimir een groot wit Ser-
visch kruis op de deur geschil-
derd. Maar het mocht niet baten,
na elf weken braken ze toch in.
‘Mijn moeder heeft hun nog ge-
smeekt het huis met rust te laten
omdat de bewoner een vriend van
haar was. Ze duwden haar opzij
en riepen “Wie Albanese vrienden
heeft, is onze vijand". .
Viadimir is inmiddels al vijf keer
aan de overkant van de rivier ge-
weest om de stemming te peilen.
‘Die is heel vijandig. 1k kwam een
Albanees tegen die voor de oorlog
cen van mijn beste vrienden was.
Hij groette me wel terug, maar er
stond een metersdikke denkbeel-
dige muur tussen.’ Het grootste
probleem is volgens Vladimir dat
zeker vijftienduizend Albanezen
die nu in het zuidelijk deel van
Nitrovica rondlopen, helemaal
niet uit de omgeving komen. ‘Ze
zijn hierheen gekomen omdat ze

ra’s namen het niet z0 HAUW

weten dat hier veel Serviérs wo-
nen. Om ons weg te pesten. Ze
willen het liefst nog vandaag mijn
flat betrekken, en die van mijn
vrienden.’

Omdat hij het nu te onveilig
vindt in Kosovo, heeft Vladimir
zijn vrouw en twee kinderen voor-
lopig naar Servi¢ gestuurd. Maar .
hij woont zijn hele leven al in
Nitrovica, en zou zijn gezin graag
zo snel mogelijk weer laten terug-
komen. ' :

Vladimir heeft er geen moeite
mee als Nitrovica een Albanese
burgemeester krijgt. ‘Als hij maar
democratisch is. Ik ben niet gein-
teresseerd in politiek, ik wil vrede

~en gerechtigdheid. Maar Slobo-

dan Milosevic is wat de Serviérs -
hier betreft verleden tijd. Aan hem
hebben we al deze ellende te dan-
ken. Tien jaar geleden kwam Mi-
losevic aan de macht dankzij Ko-
sovo, nu moet hij weg vanwege
Kosovo.’
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- Door onze correSpondent

RENEEPOSTMA

KRAGUJEVAC, 19 JuLl, Vuk|
Dragkovi¢ is razend over wat de!
Serviérs in Kosovo wordt aange-
daan, is razend op Slobodan Milo-
Sevi¢, de president die het zover

2 heeft laten komen en is razend op
deinternationale gemeenschap die

- Serviérs bﬁmbardcen om de Albi-,

“nezen in Kosovo te beschermen, |

- mddr die Albanezen gewoon'hun |
‘gang laal gaan.

FPas als Draskovic weer terug-
konit op Kosovo, lecft de mepigie
op. ,,De internationale gemeen-
schap heefl ons vorig jaar al ge-
dwongen onze troepen in Kosovo
terug te brengen. Daarna zijn de
bommen toch gevallen. Wij zijn
gedwongen alle troepen terug te
trekken. Maar buitenlandse troe-
pen kunnen geen orde bewaren.
Teder Albanees huis staat puilt uit
van de wapens. Zij zijn zogenaamd
onschuldig en wij Serviérs zijn
ofdenaars. De etnische Zuive-
Hiigen'gaan door. Er gaat geeh dag
voorbij dat er geen Serviérs wor-
denweggejaagd.”
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Felle uitval DraskoviC naar NAVO--

‘Genocide onder
paraplu van KFOR*

BELGRADO, PRISTINA, 21 JULI. Vuk Draskovi¢, een van de leiders van dgo’gpositie tegen

het regime van de Joegoslavische president MiloSevic, heeft gisteren de vredesmacht in Kosa= -
“vo, KFOR, beschuldigd van medewerking aan de ‘genocide’ op de Serviérs in Kosovo en aan-
_‘het Groot-Albanig&-project’. e

Volgens Draskovi¢ bestaat er geen

grens meer tussen Albanié en Ko-
sovo omdat die met medewerking
van KFOR is afgeschaft. Eenhe-
den van het Albanese leger en de
politie zouden vrij toegang hebben
tot Kosovo en er meedoen aan ex-

“cessen jegens de Serviérs. ,Ze

moorden, plunderen en steken de
huizen en de Servische kerken in
brand, ze ontvoeren mensen om ze
God weet waar, in Kosovo of in
Albanié, in gevangenissen op te
sluiten,” aldus Draskovi¢. Yolgens
resolutie 1244 van de Veiligheids-

-raad van de VN, zo betoogde hij,

moet KFOR de veiligheid van ie-
dereen in Kosovo garanderen.
-yMaar_hel zijn nu de troepen van
de NAVO die direct of indirect het
Groot-Albanié-project en_het Al-

banese Separatisme steunen. Zij

»

dienen als paraplu voor de groot-
ste misdaad, de etnische zuivering,
de genocide tegen het Servische
volk™, aldus Dradkovi¢ tijdens een
persconferentie in Belgrado.

In Kosovo hebben KFOR-troe-
pen gisteren vier Servische politie-
mannen aangehouden, Ze droegen
uniformen en waren gewapend.
Volgens het vredesakkoord mogen
zich geen Servische politiemannen
meer bevinden in Kosovo enineen
bufferzone langs de grens tussen
Kosovo en Servié. De vier werden
aangehouden bij Gnjilane, niet ver
van de grens. Volgens KFOR zal
de Servische autoriteiten oin uitleg
worden gevraagd.

==



s
s

¥

2r-F-g

3. De chaos compleet, burgeroorlog.

De onvrede onder de Servische be-
volking is enorm. De economische si-
tuatie is erbarmelijk. Dat was hij al
voor 23 maart, maar de Navo-bombar-
dementen hebben het land. volgens
sommige economen, veertig jaar te-
ruggebracht. Zo'n zeshoriderdduizend
vluchtelingen van elders (Bosnié, Kro=
atié, Kosovo) weten zich ongewenst en
onverzorgd.
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qumraniumtest-
Kfor-militairen

Van onze verslaggever "
AMSTERDAM - Nederland is
niet van plan om, net als Bel-
gié, zijn militairen in Kosovo te
controleren op mogelijke ura-
niumbesmetting. Het achteraf
testen op besmetting met stra-
ling zou onnodig onrust ver-
oorzaken, vindt Defensie.

L ¥
De Belgis:é ztfor-m%nsc?aﬁen

moeten aan het begin en eind van
de missie een urinestaal afgeven
waaruit kan blijken of zij bloot
hebben gestaan aan straling.
Ook Nederlandse defensieme-
dewerkers met kennis van stra-
ling hebben gewaarschuwd voor

uranium in aangeschoten,
kanonnen en gebouwen. De Ndw
heeft het gebruik van verarm
uranium in munitie bevestigd.

Maar de Nederlandse defensie-
top ziet niets in de Belgische aan-
pak. In plaats daarvan wordt nu
in allerijl een uitgebreid informa-
tiepakket samengesteld dat de
uitgezonden militairen vertelt
hoe ze besmetting kunnen voor-
komen. De militairen hadden al
informatie over uranium gekre-
gen, maar dat was blijkbaar niet
voldoende, Ook hebben ze be-
schermende pakken en detectie-
apparatuur meegekregen. Maar,
benadrukt Defensie, Nederlan-
ders zullen niet worden ingezet
om verarmd uranium op te rui-
men. Zodra ze ergens verhoogde
straling meten, moeten ze het ge-
bied afzetten en specialisten in-
schakelen om het uranium op te
ruimen.

Voorzitter W. Gooijers van de
militaire vakbond Acom: ,,Minis-
ter De Grave heeft verzekerd dat
alle mogelijke veiligheidsmaatre-
gelen worden genomen. We heb-
ben geleerd van de Golfoorlog dat
detectie na bombardementen
met bepaalde munitie :
belang is.” = it
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‘Geen reden voor vlucht’

Italie weert
voortaan
Kosovaren

Door onze correspondent MARC LEIJENDEKKER

ROME, 22 JULE. Onder protest vanhulporganisaties heeftd-
Italiaanse regering besloten vluchtelingen uit Kosovo vou..
aan niet meer automatisch toe te laten. De oorlog is voorbij,
70 luidt het argument van Rome, en daarom is er geen politie-

ke reden meer om te viuchten.

=1 (154 B

Meta%niddellijke ingang is het
openrdebrbeleid gestopt dat bij
wijze van uitzonderings gold tij-
dens de oorlog om Kosovo. Men-
sen uit dat gebied zullen voortaan
als illegale immigranten worden
beschouwd. Volgens de bestaande
regels kunnen zj onmiddellijk
worden teruggestuurd.

Het kabinetsbesluit komt nadat
een nieuwe stroom vluchtelingen
pit Kosovo via Montenegro naar
Zuid-ltalié is getrokken. Sinds af-
gelopen zondag zijn meer dan 1400
mensen op volgepakte boten de
havens van Brindisi, Bari en klei-
nere steden in het zuiden binnen-
gevaren.

Deze nieuwe groep vluchtelin-
gen bestaat vrijwel volledig uit zi-
geuners. Zij zeggen dat zij het
slachtoffer zijn van politicke ver-
volging in Kosovo door het Koso-
vo Bevrijdingsleger UCK en de Al-
banese inwoners van Kosovo. Vol-
gens de Albanese Kosovaren heb-
ben veel zigeuners gecollaboreerd
met het Joegoslavische leger en
met de Servische politie en para-
militairen tijdens de campagne van
‘etnische zuivering’.

. Het Italiaanse kabinet heeft ge-
zegd dat voor zieken, bejaarden en
kindeséntenige clementie zal gel-

denrDiehoeven niet meteen terug.

rirekken. Rome is bij-
zonderigevoelig voor kritiek van
.andere Europese landen dat het

dputermijn zullen zij ook . I_

zuiden van Italié een slecht be--
waakte toegangspoort tot de Euro-
pese Unie is geworden. M
Van verschillende kanten is ge-
protesteerd tegen het Italiaanse
kabinetsbeleid. Het Hoge Com-
missariaat voor de Vluchtelingen
van de Verenigde Naties waar-
schuwde dat het asielrecht niet in
gevaar mag komen door onmid-
dellijke terugsturing. Guilio Calvi-
si, verantwoordelijk voor immi-
gratiebeleid bij de Linkse Demo-
craten, de grootste coalitiepartij,
zei dat het besluit prematuur lijkt.
Verschillende hulporganisaties
zeiden dat viuchtelingen uit Koso-
vo niet op dezelfde manier behan-
deld mogen worden als economi-
sche vluchtelingen uit Noord-Afri-
kaof Albanié. ,,Degene die nuaan-
komen, zijn slachtoffers van een
onderlinge afrekening die is be-
gonnen met het einde van het con-
flict,” zei het Italiaanse Consorti-
um voor Solidariteit in een verkla-
ring. Volgens deze hulporganisatie
is het kabinet kennelijk bang dat de
zigeuners voor veél onrust zorgen.
Overigens zijn de mensen die
.eerder deze week zijn aangeko-
men, nog niet teruggestuurd. Het
kabinet heeft verder duidelijk ge-
nakt dat de duizenden va-
die tijdens de oorlog naagltalié
ifmtkeviucht, zeker tot het einde
van het jaar mogen blijven. Zij zit--
ten verspreid over opvangcentra in
het zuiden'van het land. !
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Verarmd uranium, gebruikt in
kogels om Servische tanks mee
uit te schakelen, ,,is misschien
wel de gevaarlijkste van de kan-
kerverwekkende en giftige stof-
fen™ die in de oorlog om Kesovo
zijn vrijgekomen.

Die waarschuwing is te vinden
in een nog niet openbaar ge-
maakt rapport van de Europese
Commissie, zo wist de Britse za-
kenkrant Financial Times gisteren

4 melden.

“erlet is de tweede keer in korte
tijd dat alarm wordt geslagen
over de gevaren van depleted ura-
nium (DU) in Kosovo en Servié.
Enkele weken geleden stelde het

milieu-agentschap van de Ver-
enigde Naties het uranium-pro-

bleem al aan de orde. Ernstige
vervuiling was nog niet vastge-

steld, maar vervolgonderzoek is

gaande.

Kogels van DU bleken in de
Golfoorlog zeer effectief bij het
uitschakelen van Iraakse tanks.
Deor zijn hoge soortelijk ge-
wicht — een liter weegt 19 kilo -
doorboort het elk pantser. Het
heeft echter een groot nadeel: bij
de inslag verbrandt het deels en

vormt uraniumoxide-stof. Dat le-

vert, als het ingeslikt of ingea-
demd wordt, gevaar op yoor de
gezondheid. Aandoeningen va-

i
1

riéren van nierschade op de kor-
te termijn tot longkanker en leu-
kemie op de langere termijn.

De Navo geeft toe tegen Servieé
DU-munitie te hebben gebruikt,
Dat gebeurde volgens sommi-
gen, zoals de Nederlandse vak-
bond voor militairen Acom, al
tegen beter weten in. In Irak zou-
den veel kinderen nu lijden aan
lenkemie omdat ze met DU-ko-
gels hebben gespeeld of wonen
in streken waar veel uraniumoxi-
de-stof in de bodem terecht is
gekomen. Ook Amerikaanse
Golfveteranen vrezen dat zij ziek
zijn geworden door DU-stof.

De Belgische overheid maalte

Die"3%Hpak kan echter niet alle
gevaren uitbannen. Een lucht-
laagje van 15 centimeter is al
voldoende om de straling van
@x\e]_‘aﬂnd uranium af te scher-
<en. Om alle uranium te vinden
moet de grond dus centimeter
voor centimeter worden afge-
zocht en dat is in de praktijk
ondoenlijk.

Zelfs als alle verdachte plek-
ken kunnen worden gelokali-
seerd, zal het niet lukken de ver-
vuiling helemaal op te ruimen.
Het uranium-stof is inmicddels
verspreid over een ruim gebied
rond de getroffen pantserwa-
gens. Vele vierkante kilometers
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grond reinigen zal in de praktijk
niet mogelijk zijn.

Voor de militairen die een paar
maanden in het gebied blijven, is
het gevaar van besmetting moge-
lijk nog vrij klein. Anders is dat
voor de terugkerende bewoners
die er weer jarenlang sla willen
verbouwen, geiten willen hoe-
den en kinderen willen laten spe-
len. De ervaringen in Irak lijken
voor hen weinig goeds te voor-
spellen.

Vincent Deklcer

KWESTIES / Groeiende zorgen over -verarmd uranium in Kosovo

29-F

woensdag bekend haar militai-
ren in Kosovo op DU-besmetting
te zullen controleren met behulp
van urine-onderzoek. Voor Ne-
derlandse troepen wordt zo'n on-
derzoek echter niet nodig ge-
acht. Defensie volstaat met een
informatiepakket over hoe zij
besmetting kunnen voorkomen.
Het pakket wordt over een paar
weken onder de Kfor-militairen
verspreid.

Als speciale troepen met detec:
tie-apparatuur uranium aantref
fen, wordt het betrokken gebied
afgezet totdat de vervuiling is op-
geruimd, aldus Defensie in Den
Haag.

-

Kfor-militairen moeten uitkijken voor verarmd uranium.

“FOTOEPA
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Oppositie Servié
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BELGRADO - Tot president van
Joegoslavié of Servié zal hij het
wel nooit schoppen. Vojislav Kos-
tunica is geen vuige volksmenner
als Vojislav Seselj, geen begena-
digd redenaar als Vuk Draskovic
en geen doortrapte machtspoliti-
cus als Slobodan Milosevic, Hij
laat zich niet zo vriendelijk uit
over het Westen als Zoran Djin-
dic. Toeh is de 54-jarige leider
van defDemocratische Partijvan
Servié (SS) voor een klefffe maar
groeiﬁfé’ groep Serviérs ‘onze
man', 8y

Wat vindt u van het optreden van
Kfor tot nu toe?

»Het lijkt er sterk op dat Kfor
bewust toestaat dat zoveel moge-
lijk Serviérs uit Kosovo worden
verdreven. Kfor heeft de Serviérs
het recht ontnomen zich te ver-
dedigen, weigert het UCK serieus
te ontwapenen en controleert
niet aan de grenzen. De deur
staat wijd open voor lynchpartij-
en. Ik vind het ten hemelschrei-
end.”

Veroordeelt u ook de eerdere etni-
sche zuiveringen door de Serviérs?

Ik veroordeel uitdrukkelijk de
misdaden van beide partijen. Wel
stel ik de vraag wie er allemaal
hebben bijgedragen aan de ver-
drijving van de Albanezen uit Ko-
50v0. VOOr 24 maart waren er
provocaties van het UCK, Onze
politie is toen alle perken te bui-
ten gegaan. Na 24 maart hebben

’13~?“j3

ook de Navo en het UCK schuld
aan de Albanese exodus. Initam:
mige gebieden heeff Het' )
mensen aangezet totviuchten, in
de hoop dat ze later onder voor
hen gunstiger omstandigheden
konden terugkeren.”

U denkt serieus dat 800 000 Albg-
nezen vooral uit angst voor de Navo
en op bevel van het UCK zijn ge-
viucht?

»Ja. De meesten waren
voor bombardementen. Ons le-
ger werd dag in dag uit bestookt,
In Kosovo klonk permanent
luchtalarm.”

De viuchtelingen vertellen een heel
ander verhaal. Servische paramilitai-
ren hebben zich als beesten gedragen,
In steden en dorpen gingen ze van
huis naar huis om te plunderen en te
moorden.

»Ze hebben oorlogsmisdaden
begaan. Maar hun rol in de mas-
sale vlucht van de Albanese be-
volking was marginaal. Groepjes
van vijf, die zich in het lege ge-
bied tussen het leger en de poli-
tie bevonden. In totaal waren er
maar weinig. Ze kunnen nooit
honderdduizenden mensen heb-
ben weggejaagd.”

Al die Albanese viuchtelingen liegen
dus?

»Niet allemaal. Maar het UCK
heeft in de vluchtelingenkampen
0ok westerse journalisten naar
van tevoren geinstrueerde 'getui
gen’ geleid.”
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ophieuw ‘stupide *
‘beleid’ inﬁ 0SOVO

BOEKAREST, 23 JULI, Vuk Dra3-
kovi¢, een van de leiders van de op-
positie tegen het regime van de
Joegoslavische president Miloge.
vig, is gisteren voor de tweede keer
inenkele dagen fel uitgevallen naar
het Westen.

Op een persconferentie in de
Roemeense hoofdstad Boekarest
zei hij dat het Westen ,.een stupide
anti-Servisch beleid voert in Koso-
vo” en: daarmee , MiloSevié
steungii, Net als eerder deze week
verweeghij de vredesmacht KFOR,
de Albapezen te helpen bij,,hun et-,
nische ziivering tegen Serviérs en:
de opbouw van een Gropot-Alba-
nig”. KFOR, aldus de leider van de
Servische Vernicuwingsbeweging
SPO, ,,gaat door met de vernieti-
ging van Servié door de Servische
natie collectief te straffen’, De af-
gelopen maanden, zo ging hij ver-
der, zijn uit Kosovo 130.000 Ser-
viérs verdreven, ,,Elke dag worden
er Serviérs vermoord, vrouwen
worden verkracht. De etnische
zuivering wordt voortgezet onder
de ogen van KFOR, zonder dat er
maar één Albanees wordt ver-
volgd. Alleen idiote politici van de
Europese Unie en de Verenigde
Staten kunnen in die omstandi ghe-
den een explosie van pro-Europe-

5¢ en pra-Amerikaanse gevoegens,

in Seryi& ¥erwachten.”
He{qgﬁf{al uit Kosovo verdre-
ven of geviuchte Serviérs wordt

|
|

Jraskovié laakt

Ko

gens door internationale or-
ganisaties geschat op de helft van
het aantal van 130.000 dat door
DraSkovi¢ werd genoemd: 65.000.
Ook is uit Kosovo wel degelijk de
arrestatie gemeld van Albanezen
die zich aan diverse vormen van
‘etnische zuivering’ schuldig heb-
ben gemaakt.

Tijdens de persconferentic ba-
patelliseerde Dragkovi¢ enigszins
de uitlatingen van de voormalige
Joegoslavische legerleider, Mom-
Cilo Periié, die eerder deze week
in- een geruchtmakend Nraagge:

| sprek aankondigde zich bij de op-

positie aan te sluiten. Perigié is efn
in Servié zeer gerespecteerde gene-
raal, die in november vorig jaar
door Milo%evi¢ werd ontslagen
wegens kritiek op het Kosovo-be-
leid van de president, Dragkovié
nodigde de generaal aan zich bij
zijn SPO aan te sluiten. Hij moet
zeker geen nicuwe partjj oprich-
ten, aldus de SPO-leider, want aan
»€eNn partij extra” heeft niemand
behoefte: ,De democratische op-
positie in Servié telt al 178 partij-
en”, aldus Dratkovié.

De SPO-leider zei in Boekarest
opnieuw niets te voelen voor de
aansluiting van zijn SPO bij het
overkoepelende oppositieverbo

: Alliantie voor Verandering. In dié
' Alliantie heeft de rest van de oppos

Sitie in Servié zich gebundeld. -
(AFP, AP, Reuters)




Belgrado: KFQ@

BELG}%?%O, PRISTINA, 26 JDEL?
Joegoslavié heeft de vredesfiia

KFOR en de VN de schuld gege-
ven van de moord, vrijdag, op
veertien Servische boeren in Koso-
¥ elgrado eist een zitting van de
Veutigheidsraad van de VN en het
recht zijn leger naar Kosovo te la-
ten terugkeren.

De veertienvoudige moord in
het dorp Gracko, aldus president
MiloSevic en andere Servische en
Joegoslavische woordvoerders, is
ween verschrikkelijke misdaad te-
gen de burgerbevolking”, ge-
pleegd door Albanese ,.terroris-
ten”, onder directe verantwoorde-
lijkheid van de wvredesmacht
KFOR en het interim-bestuur van
de VN in Pristina. KFOR en de
VN zijn medeschuldig aan de mis-
daad omdat ze de ontwapening
van het Kosovo Bevrijdingsleger
UCK hebben ,,vertraagd” en het
UCK ,.met cen tolerante houding
bejegenen”. Terroristen kunnen

ongehinderd vanuit Albanié en ! Het'UCK. Bernard Kouchner, de
fvan de VN-missie in Kosovo,

Macedoni¢ naar Kosovo reizen,
aldus Belgrado. In feite, zo werd | kondigde uitgebreide veiligheids-
gesteld, ,,werken KFOR ende VIN_  maatregelen aan voor de Serviérs
samen met groepen bandieten die "y van Gragko. Hij zal persoonlijk
de burgerbevolking van Kosovd{iﬁ‘hel onderzoek naar de toedracht
terroriseren”. De Vei!igheidsraa@_ " leiden. Ook het VN-tribunaal voor
van de VN zou op korte termijg,, ;oorlogsmisdaden in ex-Joegosla-
nenergieke en concrete maatrege,, " vi¢ heeft aangekondigd een onder-
len” moeten nemen om de Serviérs  zoek if te stellen.
in Kosovo te beschermen. “*™* Naar aanleiding van de moor-
Het bloedbad in Gratko, een ~den in Gragko is een zitting van de
Servisch dorp temidden van Albas=ezogenoemde overgangsraad =een
nese dorpen, is unaniem veroor- ait Albanese en Servische Kosgva-
deeld. De opperbevelhebber varty fren bestaand lichaam dat Kouch-
KFOR zei dat het bloedbad, he er adviseert — voor onbepaalde
ergste in Kosovo sinds de intocht . tijd-uitgesteld. De zitting zou van-
van KFOR, zowel een lokale afre” ‘daag plaatsvinden en de tweede
kening als de neerslag van ,,een 5i-*  zijn sinds de vorming van de raad,
nister en georganiseerd plan™ kan  vorige week.

zijn. UCK-opperbevelhebber De Servitrs in Gracko verwijten
Agim Ceku veroordeelde de KFOR waarschuwingen dat ze
moordpartij eveneens. Hij zei zich bedreigd voelden te hebben

weerlijk te geloven™ dat de moor-
denaars van de veertien Servische
boeren niets te maken hebben met

genegeerd. De relaties met de Al-
banezen in de omringende dorpen
zijn altijd goed geweest, zo zeggen
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ze. Recentelijk echter werden de
Serviérs bedreigd. Een Albanees
overhandigde hun een lijst van
»terroristen” die het op de Serviérs
gemunt zouden hebben, Die lijst
hebben de Scrviérs naar hun zeg-
gen doorgegeven aan KFOR.
Maar er gebeurde niets. ,,We kre-
gen te horen dat we geen onschul-
digen mocten beschuldigen™, al-
dus een inwoner van Gratko.
(AFP, Reuters, AP)

® VRAAGGESPREK MET Q¥SEn.
CHEF EVERTS: pagina$ ° |, o
* DOSSIER :www.nre.nl .

-

|




Belgrad

BELGnmm PRISTINA, 26 JULI,
Joegoslavié heeft de vredesmacht
KFOR en de VN de schuld gege-
ven van de moord, vrijdag, op
veertien Servische boeren in Koso-
vo. Belgrado eist een zitting van de
Veiligheidsraad van de VN en het
recht zijn leger naar Kosovo te la-
ten terugkeren.

~De veertienvoudige moord in
" "dorp Gratko, aldus president
ulosevié en andere Servische en
Joegoslavische woordvoerders, is
»een verschrikkelijke misdaad te-
gen de burgerbevolking”, ge-
pleegd door Albanese ,terroris-
ten”, onder directe verantwoorde-
lijkheid van de vredesmacht
KFOR en het interim-bestuur van
de VN in Pristina. KFOR en de
VN zijn medeschuldig aan de mis-
daad omdat ze de ontwapening
van het Kosovo Bevrudlngslegcr
UCK hqbben wveriraagd' en het
UCK, ,,met een tolerante houding
bejegenen”. Terroristen kunnen

£

)?gchmderd vanuit Albagi¢ en

Macedonié naar Kosovo gerzen
aldus Belgrado. In feite, zo Werd
gesteld, ,werken KFOR en'de VN
samen met groepen bandieten die
de burgerbevolking van Kosovo
terroriseren””. De Veilighcidsraad
van de VN zou op korte termijn
nenergieke en concrete maatrege-
len” moeten nemen omde Serviérs
in Kosovo te beschermen.

Het bloedbad in Gratko, een
Servisch dorp temidden van Alba-
nese dorpen, is unaniem veroor-
deeld. De opperbevelhebber van
KFOR zei dat het bloedbad, het
ergste in Kosovo sinds de intocht
van KFOR, zowel een lokale afre-
kening als de neerslag van ,.cen si-
nister en georganiseerd plan™ kan
zijn. UCK-opperbevelhebber
Agim Ceku veroordeelde de
moordpartij eveneens. Hij zei
eerlijk te geloven™ dat de moor-
denaars van de veertien Servische
boeren niets te maken hebben met

het UCK. Bernard Kouchner, de
chef van de VN-missic in Kosovo
kondigde uitgebreide vczhghclds-
maatregelen aan voor de Serviirs
van Gratko. Hij zal persoonlijk
het onderzoek naar de toedracht
leiden. Ook het VN-tribunaal voor
oorlogsmisdaden in ex-Joegosla-
vié heeft aangekondigd een onder-
zoek in te stellen,

Naar aanleiding van de moor-
den in Gracko is een zitting van de
zogenoemde overgangsraad — een
uit Albanese en Servische Kosova-
ren bestaand lichaam dat Kouch-
ner adviseert — voor onbepaalde
tijd uitgesteld. De zitting zou van-
daag plaatsvinden en de tweede
zijn sinds de vorming van de raad,
vorige week.

De Serviérs in Gracko verwijten
KFOR waarschuwingen dat ze
zich bedreigd voelden te hebben
genegeerd. De relaties met de Al-
banezen in de omringende dorpen
zijn altijd goed geweest, zo zeggen

0: KFOR schuld bloedbad |

ze. Recentelijk echter werden de
Serviérs bedreigd. Een Albanees
overhandlgde hun een lijst van
wlerroristen™ die het op de Serviérs |
gemunt zouden hebben. Die lijst
hebben de Serviérs naar hun zeg-
gen doorgegeven aan KFOR.
Maar er gebeurde niets. .,We kre-
gen te horen dat we geen onschul-
digen moeten beschuldigen”,” al-
dus ecn inwoner van Gracko.
(AFP, Reuters, AP)




Kfor poogt

greep

op

Kosovo te
verstewgen

PRISTINA - De Navo-troepen in
Kosovo (Kfor) proberen met
meer patrouilles en meer weg-
versperringen te bewerken dat
het geweld tegen de Servische
bewoners afneemt. De regering
in Belgrado stelt de Navo en de
Verenigde Naties direct verant-
woordelijk voor de moord op
veertien Servische boeren die
vrijdagavond plaatsvond.

De regering van president Milose-
vic eist in reactie op de moordpar-
tij dat de Veiligheidsraad snel bij
elkaar komt. Milosevic eist boven-
dien naleving van een bepaling in
het Kosovo-akkoord van 38 dagen

Servié eist
toelating
van eigen
politie

geleden, waarin staat dat een be-
scheiden aantal Servische politie-
en legermanschappen (‘honder-
den, geen duizenden’) naar de
provincie zou mogen terugkeren,
onder andere om Servische cul-
tuurschatten te bewaken,

De veertien vermoorde boeren
stonden vrijdagavond laat graan
te oogsten in een veld bij het ge-
hucht Gracko toen zij met machi-
negeweervuur van korte afstand
werden omgebracht,

Nog niet eerder sinds de Navo
Kosovo binnentrok, heeft er een
slachting onder Serviérs van een
dergelijke omvang plaatsgevon-

o LTI |
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den. Volgens het officiéle Joego-
slavische persbureau Tanjug zijn
er in de afgelopen 38 dagen 45
Serviérs omgebracht en 18 ge-
wond. Tanjug spreekt van 623
‘pogingen tot moord en plunde-
ring' en 162 ontvoeringen.

De MNavo schat het aantal Alba-
nezen dat sinds het begin van de
bombardementen op 24 maart
door Serviérs is vermoord op tien-
duizend.

Zeven van de doden van Gracko
kwamen uit één familie. De aan-
voerder van het burgerbestuur in
Kosovo van de Verenigde Naties
(UNMIK]), Bernard Kouchner, be-
zocht de nabestaanden gisteren.

Kouchner probeerde uit te dra-
gen dat de Serviérs Kosovo vooral
niet moeten verlaten, maar gaf
tegen journalisten toe dat het le-
ven van Serviérs in regio's met
veel Albanezen bijna onmogelijk
is geworden. Ze komen hun huis
alleen nog uit om brood te kopen
-en durven de deur zelfs voor
vrienden niet open te maken".

Zowel Kfor-bevelhebber Sir Mi-
chael Jackson als Unmik-chef
Kouchner putten zich uit in ge-
passioneerde oproepen 'een eind
te maken aan de geweldsspiraal'.
»De internationale gemeenschap
heeft een enorme verantwoorde-
lijkheid tegenover het volk van
Kosovo op zich genomen. De
mensen van Kosovo hebben ddk
een verantwoordelijkheid: zij
moeten vooruit leren kijken. En
zij moeten eindelijk een eind ma-
ken aan het moorden en de into-
lerantie”, aldus Kouchner.



Een Servische spuugt naar Jjournalisten nadat zij vermoorde do rpsgenoten moestidentificeren.
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Italié laat na vele

uren z:geunerf &tge)_,?:g
BRINDISI - Italie heeft zater

een vissersboot met 122 zigeu-
ners uit Kosovo, onder wie 62 kin-
deren, toegelaten nadat onder-
handelingen met Belgrado over
hun terugkeer naar Servié waren
mislukt. De Italiaanse autoritei-
ten hebben vorige week de grens
voor vluchtelingen it Kosovo ge-
sloten nadat gebleken' was dat
ook na het einde van de oorlog
viuchtelingen over de Adriatische
Zee bleven toestromen. Ook die
vluchtelingen uit Kosovo waren
geen Albanezen meer, maar zi-
geuners. De groep van 122 mocht
alleen binnen, omdat de boot in
een gevaariijk water maakte.
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. derecente on gen in Pris-

tina. ,.De I en zien T

Veel Alban jt“Tirana in d¢

stad. Een Ninkgantal van hen be-

e hoort duidelijk" tot de Albancse

mafia, je ziet hgt dn hun uitrust ing
en aan de peperdure auto’s met ge-
tinte ramen. Ze proberen de zaken
over te nemen, steeds meer men-
sen worden daar bang van', zegl
hij, De OVSE ende VN zullen zich
volgens hem moeten haasten om-

+dat anders dezgypes in de huidige
periode van anar! ie en chaos het
roer in handen nemen.
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Géevolgen van

‘_O-luchtacties |
schade 1n Serv%é '
30 miljard dollar

]

BELGRADO, 27 JuLI. Bijde NAVO-luchtacties tegen Joego-
slavié is voor 29_:&';;‘;‘iljard dollar schade aangericht, zo heeft
een groep onafthankelijke Joegoslavische economen, die be-
kendstaat onder de naam Groep 17, vastgesteld.

Volgens de groep zal Joegoslavié
vijitien jaar nodig hebben om het
niveau van de productiviteit van
voor maart te bereiken. Door de
combinatie van de luchtacties en
de toch al slechte staat van de eco-
nomie voor de oorlog op 24 maart
losbarstte zal het volgens de groep
internationaal gerespecteerde eco-
nomen naar schatting veertig jaar
duren voordat de Joegoslaven het
welvaartspeil van het jaar 1989 zul-
len kunnen bereiken.

De concrete schade die doofitie
NAVO-bombardementen is. -
gericht in Servié (zonder Kosbve,
dat door de economen buiteribd-
schowwing- is gelaten omdat ze
daar’giéen-toegang hebben) maakt
sleclitsieen klein deel uit van de
som van 29,6 miljard. Aan econo-
mische faciliteiten als fabricken en
olieraffinaderijen is voor een be-
drag van 2,8 miljard dollar schade
aangericht. De schade aan wegen
en krachistations wordt door de
G17 geschat op 805 miljoen dollar.
Het grootste deel van de schade —
23,2 miljard dollar - bestaat uit het
verlies dat het bruto nationaal pro-
duct voor de komende tien jaar is
toegebracht. De industriéle pro-
ductie daalt volgend jaar als gevolg
van de luchtacties met 44,4 pro-
cent. Nu al ligt de industriéle pro-
ductie 54,1 procent onder het ni-
veau van een jaar geleden. De ex-
port daalt dit jaar met 55 procent
en de import met 58 procent. Als
direct of indirect gevolg van de
bombardementen raken tus
200000ken 250.000 mensen’]
badh E&ijt. Dat drijft het we
idspercentage op van 25,1
9840t 32,6 procent dit jaar, zo

e G17 berekend. :

|

De groep pleit voor drastis che
economische hervormingen, ‘e
combineren met financiéle steun
van het buitenland. Voor onmid-
dellijke humanitaire hulp is vol-
gens de groep 1,1 miljard dollar
nodig. Het is volgens waarnemers
echter onwaarschijnlijk dat het tot
die hervormingen of tot die buiten-
landse hulp komt. Waarnemers
achten het uvitgesloten dat onder
president MiloZevi¢ zinvolle her-
vormingen worden uitgevoerd. En
de Verenigde Staten en'*andere:
Westerse landen hebben ﬁngﬁci&]g
hulp voor de wederopbouw van
Joegoslavié afhankelijk gesteld
van het vertrek van MiloSevic,
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Herstel Donau kost
bijna 200 miljoen

JOEGOSLAVIE HE??;E;' Iﬁe:ri))

baar maken van de Donau kost
bijna 200 miljoen gulden. Dat
blijkt uit onderzoek van de
Donaucommissie. Door de NAVO-
acties ligt de rivier vol met niet
ontplofte bommen en de resten
van ingestorte bruggen.

De sDonaucommissie conclu-
deertdat bijna 31 miljoen gulden
nodig is voor het vrijmaken van
de vaarweg en bijna 138,6 mil-
joen gulden voor het herstellen
en opnieuw opbouwen van de |
bruggen over de rivier. (RTR)
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Vermoorde boeren in Gracko herdacﬁ_t_l

Inwoners van het Servische dorp

Gracko hebben gisteren de veer- ; 't
tien dérpsgenoten die vermoede- -
lijk door Kosovaarse activisten zijn

vermoord, herdacht.

- o
De veertien boeren zou'?e? eigen-
lijk gisteren worden begraven,
maar de begrafenis is uitgesteld
omdat de lijkschouwingen nog
niet waren voltooid.

Er zou ook een herdenking
worden gehouden in aanwezig-
heid van enkele VN-functionaris-
sen, maar die bijeenkomst werd
om onbekende redenen afgezegd.

De weg naar het dorp op 15
Kkilometer van de provinciehoofd-
stad Pristina werd door Britse
KFOR-eenheden zwaar bewaalkt.
Het dorp zelf werd door een pelo-
ton van 30 militairen beschermd.
YVeel Sprvidrs-zijn bang geworden
na de moordpartij. Zo'n twintig
van hen hebben om een escorte
gevraagd om het gebied te kun-
nen verlaten.

Een bijeenkomst van het nieu-
we overgangsbestuur van Kosova-
ren en Serviérs werd maandag op
verzoek van de Serviérs uitgesteld.
Er werd geen nieuwe datum voor




Twufel over verarmd uranium.

Munitie

..........................................................

Saskia Jansens

GENEVE - Hulporganisaties
van de VN zijn in verwarring
over de gevaren van verarmd-
uraniummunitie in Kosovo. Of
ficieel zien ze die gevaren niet,
maar sommige dringen erheh
melijk bij journalisten op.an-
de publieke druk op te voeren,
andere durven de Navo niet te
bruuskeren of wijzen naar el-
kaar in afwachting van interna-
tionale consensus.

Twee recent uitgelekte rapporten
waarschuwen voor de gevaren
van verarmd q:anium (depleted
uranium - DU) waarmee de Navo
in Kosovo Seruische tanks heeft
vernietigd. Belgische Kfor-solda-
ten worden bij terugkeer getest
op besmetting met DU en Neder-
landse soldaten zullen worden
voorgelicht hoe die besmetting te
voorkomen. De VN doen echter
nog niets voor de eigen hulpverle-
ners en burgers. Carl Bildt, de
hoogste  VN-vertegenwoordiger
voor de Balkan, noemde verarmd
uranium onlangs dan ook een

‘nmogal opgeblazen “onderwe
Die visie deelt niet icdereen. De
VN-codrdinator van de noodhulp
is al een stuk voorzichtiger: .1k
ben eerlijk gezegd niet compe-
tent inzake DU. 1k zal het VN-
milieubureau Unep en het Inter-
nationaal  Atoomenergieagent-
schap te Wenen vragen wat zij
nodig achten.”

Dat levert niet meteen veel dui-
delijkheid op. Het bureau in We-
nen houdt zich liever buiten de
discusie, maar stelt desalniette-
min dat DU niet gevaarlijk is. De
Unep laat een task force, onder
leiding van de Fin Pekka Haavisto,
alle milieuschade van de oorlog
in kaart brengen. Tot dat werk af
is, in september, houdt Haavisto
zich op de vlakte.

De Wvluchtelmgenargﬁmsa—
tie UNHCR liet een maand gele-
den weten repatrianten niet te
waarschuwen, 'omdat de Navo
verzekert dat DU onschadelijk is”.
Andere bronnen raadpleegde
UNHCR niet omdat zij ,,het zich
niet kan veroorloven de informa-
tie van de Navo in twijfel te trek-
ken', zegt een woordvoerder nu.

Intussen zetten fotografen kin-
deren op vernietigde tanks voor

ZEQME Plaatjes, terwijl het VN-
kinderfonds Unicef zich niet ge-
roepen voelt daartegen te waar-
schuwen. QOok Unicef wacht na-
melijk op de Unep. Informeel
moedigen Unicef-medewerkers
journalisten echter wel aan DU op
de agenda te houden. Dat doen
ook medewerkers van de Wereld-
gezondheidsorganisatie (WHO).
Ondanks |verzoeken wvan het
Rode Kruis en de Unep, geeft de
Navo niet vrij waar met DU-hou-
dende munitie is geschoten. Voor
de zekerheid adviseert het Rode
Kruis zijn staf ver weg te blijven
van gebombardeerde gebouwen,
tanks en vrachtwagens.
Zegsman Dominique Loye van
het Rode Kruis in Genéve: ,,Het is
opmerkelijk dat pas na enig aan-
dringen de Nederlandse soldaten
worden geinformeerd hoe zich te
beschermen tegen besmetting.
Het staat overigens vreemd als je
hulpverleners en soldaten wel
voorlicht, maar niet de bevolking.
Los van de mogelijke gevaren in
Kosovo is het hoog tijd dat de
internationale gemeenschap zich
buigt over de langetermijngevol-
gen van het gebruik van verarmd
uranium.”

'‘Kfor wél testen op radioactiviteit’

Van onze verslaggever
AMSTERDAM — De Socialisti-
sche Partij (SP) vindt dat Kfor-
militairen in Kosovo moeten
worden getest op radioactieve

bes mertmg

Het SP-kdrfierlid Van Bommel rea-
geert daarmee op een bericht in

Trouw, waarin werd gemeld dat de
Belgische Kfor-eenheid wel zal
worden getest. Hij is het oneens
met Defensie dat zo'n test alleen
onrust veroorzaakt.

Defensie meent dat ]:Er’{gmen
waar Kfor opereert eerst worden
onderzocht op radloactl'.rlte;t. Be-
smet gebied wordt afgezet, waar-

door Kfor er niet mee in aanra-
king komt. In de Kosovo-oorlog
heeft de Navo munitie gebruikt
met verarmd uranium.

Het kamerlid: ,.Onderzoek
neemt onrust weg. Dat was-dé les
van de Bijlmerramp. De regering
dreigt nu dezelfde fout te ma-
ken.”
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NEW YORK, 28 JuLl. De interna-
tionale gemeenschap pompt mil-
jarden in de vluchtelingencrisis in
Kosovo, maar negeert de veel gro-
tere crisis in Afrika. Dat zei gisteren
de Hoge Commissaris voor vluchte-
lingen van de VN, Sadako Ogata,in
de Veiligheidsraad.

Ogata wendde zich tot de Veilig-
heidsraad met de oproep meer te
doen om de stabiliteit in Centraal-
en West-Afrika te garanderen en de
nodige gelden ter beschikking te
stellen om de zes miljoen Afrikaanse

. vluchtelingen te helpen. Doet de in-

ternationale gemeenschap dat niet,
70 zei ze, dan laadt ze de verdenking
op zich @ één dubbele standaard op
na te houden, één voor Europeanen
en één voor Afrikanen. Haar bu-
reau, de UNHCR, heeft slechts een

‘Afrika wordt vergeten’

kwart binnen van de 165¥miljoen
dollar die het nodig heeft voorde be-
strijding van de vluchtelingencrisis
in Afrika bezuiden de Sahara, Van
het jaarbudget voor Afrika, dat 137
miljoen dollar omvat, is pas 60 pro-
cent binnen.

Yoor Kosovo wordt wel betaald:
275 miljoen dollar is binnen voor het
noodprogramma vande UNHCR in
Kosovo. Daar komen nog vele mil-
joenen bij voor andere organisaties
die in Kosovo actief zijn; al dan niet
in ViN-kader. Volgens Ogata toont
het geheel ,een gebrek aan even-
wicht”. Elke vluchteling uit Kosovo
krijgt per dag aan hulp van de inter-
nationale gemeenschap 1,60'dollar;
voor elke Afrkaanse viuchteling is
maar 0,11 dollar per dag heschik-
baar. (AFP) R '9-_41_
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_yaardt dat zij het grootste” yan

- ‘de wederopbouw zal moeten be-

Kkostigen. Maar de Ume zelf kampt
dit jaar met cen bcgrohngstckorl
van vijf miljard euro. Bijgevolg zal
de regionale wederopbouw Wwer
den bekostigd uit bestaande bud-
ctten, aangevuld vit allerlei EU-
fondsen voor hulp aan Derde-We-
reldlanden en met specificke bij-
dragen van andere donorlanden.
Tot dusver heeft het Hoge Com
missariaatl voor de Vluchtelinget
van de VN nog slechts 260 miljoen
dollar ontvangen op cen totaal van
de 400 miljoen die zijn begroot
voor de terugkeer van de Koso-
vaarse bevolking. Als de betalin-
en hiervoor al niet worden ver-
ncht, valt moeilijk in te zien hoe
het geld voor projecten op de lan-
gere termijn er ooit zal komen. En
z0als altijd zal alles weer aanigén
ellenlang burcaucratisch éﬁ'_ﬁ,
worden onderworpern: L
Wellicht zal de jongste serie di-
lomaficke ‘conferenties @€ be-
ctuurders van Kosovo weer van de
emnst van de situatie doordringen.
Maar het ziet ernaar uit dat de re-
gelingen VOOT de provincie steeds |
ieer op die voor Bosnié zullen
gaan lijken. Netalsindat geval ziin
ook nu in de hitte van d¢ strijd
reusachtige toezeggingen gedaan
die vervolgens stilletjes in de ijs-
kast zijn gezel. En ook in K.osovo
zijn alle intcmaticnale instellingen
weer hals over kop toegeschoten,
niet zozeer omdat ze wisten wat z&
tm_sland wilden brengen, als wel
omdat z¢ vonden dat z€ acte de
présence moesten geven. Maar
goed, de westerse democratiegn
zijn altijd al beter geweest inhetre-
agerenop de directe noden van ecn
oporlog dan in het afhandelen van
de grote hoeveciheden oninteres-
sante details di€ nodig zijn voor het
consolideren van de vrede.

.
o

” i b

Jonathad Eyal is verbonden a
RoyalUni ted Services Institut
Defence S wudies in Londen.
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Rekening van Ko SOV |

EEN OORLOG VOerenis duur, de schade herstellen is nog\‘
duurder. Langzaam wordt nu de omvang zichtbaar van de
puinhoop die “de militaire operaties om Kosovo sinds hun
begin eind maart hebben achtergelaten. Volgens schattin-
gen van de Wereldbank is in Kosovo vier miljard gulden
nodig voor herstel van de huizen en de sociaal-economi-
sche infrastructuur die tijdens de oorlog zijn verwoest.
Dat is vooralsnog minder dan gevreesd. Maar er is wel
haast bij, nu de Kosovaarse vluchtelingen massaal blijken
terug te keren en de winter dus thuis moeten zien door te
komen. In Servié is volgens een groep onafhankelijke Joe-
goslavische economen nog eens acht miljard gulden aan
directe schade berokkend. Het kost, hebben deze econo-
men berekend, vijftien jaar voordat het land weer teTug is
op zijn economische peil van maart dit jaar, een niveau
dat na tien jaar Milogevic togh al w@jﬁ.g meer om het lijf
had. i -

Wat beide taxaties waard zijn, moetnog i;}(en. In Ko-
sovo hebben medewerkers van de Wereldbank nietteming
met eigen ogen kunnen zien wat er de afgelopen tijd door!
de Servische oorlogsmachine en de NAvo»bombardemen-'
ten is aangericht. En de Joegoslavische economen staan
bekend als redelijk autonoorn, voorzover mogelijk in Bel-
grado. Tot nu toe hebben ze niet aan de leiband van de
heersende elite gelopenen koppelen ze aan hun onderzoe-
ken vaak pleidooien voOr een drastische hervorming van
de Servische economie, die onder het bewind-Milosevic

in hoge mate is gemilitanseerd en gecorrumpeerd.

ACHTER DEZE cijfers gaan bovendien 0ok sociale en po-
litieke kosten schuil. Een huisis relatief snel gebouwd, Z€-
ker in Kosovo waar de teruggekeerde vluchtelingen nu al
letterlijk de handen uit de mouwen steken. Met buiten-
landse hulp kunnen bruggen en wegen in redelijk hoog
te.“mpo}worden hersteld. In Servié zijn de problemen gro-
tef., Zolang Milogevi¢ in Belgrado aan de macht is, wil het
Westen geen hulp verstrekken. Hethooptop een politieke
omwenteling, al weet men nog niet van wie die moet Ko-
men en heeft men gecn garanties dat een nieuwe regering
voldoende eensgezind zal zijn om het mes te zetten in de
arr‘%za,}i e erfenis van het huidige regime.

0

ih Kosovo als in Servié gaat het dan ook niet al-
amers en sikkels maar vooral ook om de-weder-
pUiF-vAD een effectieve sociale infrastructuyr. Dat is
een protes van veel langere adem. De ervaring-in Bosni€
leert dat de oorlog daar de hele samenleving heeft ont-
wricht. Carlos Westendorp, de ‘hoge vertegenwoordiger‘
van de internationale gemeenschap in Bosnié, heeft dat
ondervonden sinds hij in deze republiek moet proberen
een effectief bestuur van de grond te krijgen en zich daar-
voor vergaande middelen heeft toegegigend. De resulta-
ten stemmen vooralsnog weinig optimistisch. Niet voor
niets waarschuwde Westendorp gisteren voor ,,sociale
onrust”’ in Bosni€, waar veertig procent van de bevolking
werkloosis omdat de lokaleen federale autoriteitentotnu
eqmeer met elkaar in de slag zijn dan met de maatschap-

jke, problemen. Goede bestuurders en ondernemers
je niet kopen, die moeten groeien, heeft Westendorp

oor Kosovo en ook Servié geldt hetzelfde.

U9
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(1E gaal dat betalen? In Brussel zijn vandaag ¢¢é
dengianden bijeen oM sich daarover t€ buigen. In Sa A
jevo doen de Westerse regeﬁngsleidcts dezer dagen hft-'
zelfde, hetgeen yrijdag moet uitmonden in de onderteke-
ning van een 'St

abiliteitspact’ voOr heel Zuidoost-Euro-
P

a.
fetmorele engagement gtaat niet ter discussie. Maar in
materiéle zin is er tot U toe minder consensus t€ bespeu-

ren. De Vs 'qebben er geen misverstand oveT laten bestaan

rwijs volgt. In Brussel heeft de
miljard gulden toegezegd, OP
donorlanden dit bedrag VeI~
opese Uni¢ heeft dit jaar 250 miljoen
d. Pas vanaf 2000 komt er jaarlijk{?@%ﬁ

o




PRISTINA, 29 JULL Britse Tr

en van de vredesmacht KFOR
lhebben in Kosove drie mensen
arresteerd op verdenking betrok-
Ken tezijn geweest bij de moord op
yeertien ervische boeren in het
dorp Gratko.

KFOR heeft nicts gezegd OVer
de identiteit van de arrestanten en

daarom is onbekend of het om Al-
panezen gaat en om de vraag ofides

arrestanten deel uitmaken van'het
Kosovo Bevrijdingsleger UCK: ™

Wan ¢én van hen 15 niettemin
dfidelijk dat het om €cn Albanees
gaat: de familie van de man in hel
nabij Gratko gelegen dorp Veliki
Alas beklaagde zich gisteren bij de
media over het optreden van de
Britse K FOR-soldaten, dic zich
zouden hebben gedragen ,als de
Qervische politie”.

De arrestant, Blerim Baftiu, is
volgens zijn fa milie wel lid geweest
van het UCK,, maar hij zou niet be-
trokken zijn geweest bij de moord
op de veertien Serviers, vorige
week, Ze gaven wel L0€ dat Blerim
in het bezit was van cen automa-
tisch geweer en een handgranaat
en dat die wapens door de KFOR-
militairen in beslag zijn genomen.

De Serviérsvan Grackb'begroe-
yen gisteren hun vermoordedorps-

genoten met cen plechtigheid
waarbij de chef van de VIN-missie
in Kosovo, Bemnard Kouchner, en
de patriarch van de Servisch-or-
thodoxe kerk, navle, aanwezig wa- &
ren. KFOR had uitgebreiden vei-
1ighcidsm:~.atrcgcicn genomen.
Een helikopter cirkelde boven het
gportveld waat de mis werd opge-
dragen, OP alle hocken stonden
antserwagensvan KFOR en Brit-
se soldaten controleerden elke av-
to die het dorp binnenkwameet
bloedbad van Gratko was st.am
stigste incident in Knsu@ﬁé‘@

—_—

s
KFOR de provincie bin ok.
Kouchner zei tijdens de pledhtig-

heid dat alles wordt gedaan om de
daders van de veertienvoudige
moord aan i€ houden. Een verte-
gcnwoordigcr van de Servische be-
volking van Gratko riep de dorpe-
lingen op niet Weg te gaan maar in
Kosovo i€ blijven.

De Amerikaanse minister van
Buitenlandse Zaken, Madeleine \
Albright, kwam yandaag in Pristi-
na aan voor cen inspectie van €€ |
pogingen, de provincie Weer op e
bouwen. Ze reist daarma door naar \ '
de Bosnische hoofdstad Sarajevo
yoor de grote top van morgen over
de wederopbouw van de Ba
(Reuters, AFP,AP)
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Jovica Zivié (rechts) luistert met andere inwoners van het dorp Gratko in Kosovo naar p
en dertien andere Servische boeren uit Gratko. De veertien Serviérs werden vorige week

atriarch Pavle, het hoofd van de Servisch-orthodoxe kerk, tijdens
door onbekenden vermo ord. (Foto AP) Pagina 5
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Igltustwacht Italié houdt
889 zigeuners aan

OTRANTO - tafi st-
wacht heeft gisteren een vissers-
boot met 889 uit Kosovo gevluch-
te zigeuners aan boord naar de
zuidelijke havenstad Brindisi
geéscorteerd. Dinsdag had de
kustwacht nog 54 zigeuners uit
de Adriatische zee gered, die door
mensensmokkelaars overboord
waren gezet. De zigeuners in Ko-
sovo vluchten voor de wraak van
etnische” Albanezen die hen be-
schuldigen van samenzwering
met de Serviérs.



Al driekwart jaar sprak men
: internationale troepen-
¢ Kosovo veilig moest
ra Milo3evic met een
speliig akkoord zou gaan, Zou die
intemationale macht het gezag
overnemen. Op 2 juni ging Milo3ec-
vi¢ akkoord. Toen vervolgens de
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Een nieuw

is het eind et;
bondgenodt ;{
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Servische troepen zich ruim een
week later hadden teruggetrokken,
rukte de NAvo Kosovo binnen.
Maar van de ruim 35.000 benodig-
de militairen waren er maar | 7.000
beschikbaar. Inmiddels is dit aan-
tal opgelopen tot 33.000. Het ge-
volg was een gezagsvacuiim dat,
zoals te verwachten viel, door het
ugk wordt opgevuld. De resteren-
de.Servische bevolkingobn.de zi-
geunsisstaan dikwijisaan Albane-
satefreunbloot, zoalgebnderide Al-
Hanezém(onder de:Seryiérslleden,
remammu gebeurt hetotidernde ogen
varr de Navo. Paul Scheffer be-
weert: ,.Men kan zich afvragen of

deh iding tegenoveretni
IyeringWwerkelijk is vl
Want reageren westerse]

LA

" piet opnieuw halfharti

vertrouwde  beelden: ¥
staan weer met machteloz
sfen naast smeulende resien van
"aeh huis. De ontwapening van het
uck wordt niet daadkrachtig’ter
hand genomen; steeds duidelijker
wordt hoezeer dat leger moet wor-
den gewantrouwd.”
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oOndyigheid tussen donoren als Amerika en
Europa over wie er weer de meeste orders ui
weet te slepen is beschamend. Het is beter
om het te investeren geld waar mogelijk te
gebruiken om het plaatse lijke bedrijfsleven
in te zetten bij de wederopbouw, zodat de be
volking daar via werk en inkomen een mens-
waardig bestaan kan opbouwen. Dat zal pas
echte stabiliteit tot gevolg hebben.

Het is goed om Servié uit te sluiten van
meer dan humanitaire hulp zolang Milosevic
aan de macht blijft. Dat kan het verzet alleen
maar versterken. Maar als deze aanpak niet
werkt rijst toch de vraag: hoelang moet de
bevolking van Servié via sancties gekneveld
worden en verder in de modder geduwd? Ook
verpauperde en getergde Serviérs bieden
geen perspectief op stabiliteit.
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VS betalen
China geld
vanwege bom
op ambassade

i

PEKING

De Verenigde Staten zullen
9 miljoen gulden smartengeld
betalen aan de families van de
drie doden en de 27 gewonden
en die vielen bij het bombarde-
ment van de NAVO op de Chine-
se ambassade in Belgrado. Dat
werd vrijdag overeengekomen na
drie dagen onderhandelen.

De compensatie is vrijwillig en
betckent niet dat de VS de verant-
woordelijkheid voor het bombar-
dement op zich nemen, aldus de
juridische adviseur David An-
drews van het Amerikaanse mi-
nisterie van Buitenlandse Zaken.
Andrews onderhandelde met de
Chinese juridische adviseur Yu
Yubin. China zal zelf bepalen hoe
het geld wordt verdeeld onder de
slachtoffers.

De Chinese regering weigert
nog steeds de Amerikaanse ver-
klaring voor het bombardement te
accepteren. Die luidt dat de CIA
ecn tragische vergissing heeft ge-
maakt. De betrekkingen tussen de
VS en China daalden tot het laag-
ste punt in de weken na het bom-
bardement. In Peking werden
massale demonstraties georgani-
seerd voor de Amerikaanse am-
bassade.

Om tot een verbetering van de
betrekkingen te komen, eiste Chi-
na compensatie voor de slachtof-
fers van het NAVO-bombarde-
ment, een onderzoek naar de toe-
dracht en bestraffing van de ver-
antwoordelijken.

Eind augustus zullen China en
de V8 verder onderhandelen over
een, schadevergoeding voor het
verwoeste  ambassadegebouw,
Eerder deze week stemnde China
ermee in om ook te praten gver
een schadevergoeding voor. de
schade die is toegebracht aan de
Amerikaanse ambassade en con-
sulaten in China tijdens geweldda-
dige demonstraties na het bom-
bardement. i
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Trompe-I’oeil — of niet

' r was geen oorlog gaande op dar moment,
zodat de Hollandse schilder Samuel van
Hoogsmraten zijn schilderijen veilig Wenen
binnenkreeg toen hijzich in 1631 presenteer-
de aan her hof van Ferdinand [II. Daar bood

hij de keizer een stilleven aan, zo namurgetrouw ge-
schilderd dar de keizer dachr dat her geschilderde echt
was. Hij vloog enn. De keizer was zo gecharmeerd
door dit bedrog dat hij besloot Van Hoogstraten te
‘straffen’, nier alleen door her
schildenij te behouden, maar
de maker tevens te eren mert
een keizerlijke medaille aan
2en  gouden kemng. Van
Hoogstraten, toen vierenmwin-
g jaar en nog niet o ver-
maard vanwege z1jn perspec-
defkasten en andere ‘bedre-
germes’, was een schilder met
2en  Magrime-achuge  geest.
De medaille weedt later her-
haaldelijk op n zijn trompe-
Pocgilildenjen, bedreglifk
echt ®lweer alsof je hem kunt
vastpakken. Celeste Brusau
schrjft zelfs i de caralogus
van de tentoonstelling Her Ne-
deriandse sulicoen [530-1720 m
het Rijksmuseum dat Van
Hoogstraten deze ‘esthensche
coup’ gebruikic als her mid-
delpun; vao de legende- en
eeldvormung rond zn per-
soon. Hy speelde gewoon
door.
Anekdoten zoals die over het
bednegen van Ferdinand III
zim er vele. Het wompe-1oeil
was een genre waar ze zich aan de Buropese hoven mee
verrggakien. De schilders zelf mer minder. Maar het
wmm.ﬁﬁ ook direct t¢ maken mer hun meuer en met
hun ideeén over de verhouding werkelijkheid en ver-
beelding, over realisme en fantasie. Hei rompe-]oeil
15 een spel met de werkelijkheid, wat je ziet 1s niet wat
het 15. Op de unstalkast van de zevenuende-seuwer
Domenico Remps die hierbyj 15 afeedruks is alfes ge-
schilderd, ook de scharnieren van de deurties, de ink-
pot, het herloge en de opeeprikte ets links. In een no-
mere zin doorbreekt her rompe-I'ozil-schilderi een
verwachungsparroon, de werkelijkheid wordt even op
losse schroeven gezet, Adn de Europese hoven vervul-
de het trompe-I'oeil-schilderij de rol van nar, het door-
brak ook hiérarchieen. Het begrip ontstond pas in de
negentiende eeuw, maar het genre is door de eeuwen
heen beoefend, ook in de twintigste, tot en met René
Magmte. En 1ot en met de hedendaagse joumnalisnek,
van het New Journalism wit de jaren zevenug tot CNN,
de commerciéle televisiestations en de sensauepers in
onze tijd. De hedendaagse journalisuek 15 in vele op-
zichten een wompe-1'oeil-schilderd): wat je ziet is met
de werkelijkheid, maar een gemanipuleerde werkelijk-
heid. Gemanipuleerd wordt er om de aandachr van de
E*wgﬁﬂwﬁnn? en dat gebeurt volgens een bepaald
psvel®iogisch pawroon waann her belanerijkste de
emotie is, die kleeft de kijker aan her beeld. Of daar-
door een bedneglijk beeld van de werkelijkheid gege-
ven wordt, is ondergeschiki. Het gaar om indrukma-
kende beelden. Wart sinds de zevenuende eeuw een ver-
maak voor het oog was, 15 in de hedendaagse beeldcul-
tuur uitgegroeid 1ot een grimmig vermaak, tot info-
tainment, gesruurd door kijkciifers en concurrenue-
motieven.
De mare waarin nieuws gemanipuleerd wordt 1s een
vraag die steeds gesteld moer worden. Dat ze gesteld
wordt betekent dat er nog zoiers bestaar als journals-

ticke moraal. Waar die moraal opgeld doet verweert
men zich tegen de steeds meer o_uawwmnnm::mann-
daagse gedaante van her rompe-"oeil-schilden), voor-
al opduikend bij commerciéle televisiestauons. In de
oorlog om Kosovo hebben de berouwbare journalis-
tiek en de wompe-I’oell-journalisuek alleber het beeld
bepaald: het was maar door welke krant of welke zen-
der je je wilde laten informeren. Wie de senieuze kran-
ten (Herald Tribune, The Times, The Independent, The

Toegeschreven aan Domenico Remps, tweede helft
zevenbende eeuw. llustratie uit ‘Das Trompe-Loeil’ door
Miriam Milman, Skira, 1984

Guardian, Frankjurier Rundschau, Frankfurnier Allgomer-
ne, NRC Handelsblad, Liberanon, Le Monde) raadplecg-
d¢ voelde zich niet gemanipuleerd, en toch deden zich
ook bi) deze kranten soms ncidenten voor, veroorzaakt
door de behoefre aan een “scoop”. In januan ] 098, een
dik jaar voor de bombardementen van de Navo op 24
maart begonnen, was er in Kosovo al oorlog en vond

-

hei bloedbad bij Racak plaats. Er werden vijfenveertie

inwoners van het dorp en negen soldaten van het UCK
gedood. Van die vijffenveerng werden er drieéntwintig
geexecuteerd, de anderen werden gedood door grana-
ten of ujdens het viuchten. Dit was her werk van de
Serviers. Er werd een onderzoek ingesteld, door de
OVSE en door andere onathankelijke instellingen.
Maar Le Monde meende dat het bloedbad er wel erg
perfect wizag en suggereerde dat het UCK de inwo-
ners van Racak zelf had gedood om de Serviérs daarna
de schuld te geven (‘Is het bloedblad van Racak niet
wat al te perfect?”” schreef de krant). Omdar het de be-
trouwbare Le Monde was die het schreef, werd het be-
richt tiomfantelijk door de Serviérs gebruik en namen
ook de westerse persbureaus het over. Er ontstond he-
vige diplomatieke onrust, waarbij de persoon van Wil-
ham Walker, het hoofd van de OVSE, het bijna moest
ontgelden. Nader onderzoek wees uit dat het wel dege-
lijk een wraakacue van de Serviérs was geweest, al was
de aanleiding het doden van vier Servische politieman-
nen door her UCK.

‘ledereen in Kosovo heefi inderdaad de neiging om
gruweldaden altijd nog erger te maken dan z¢ toch al
zim,” schrijft Michel Maas op 26 januari 1998 in de
Velkskrant, nu herdrukt in zijn boek Kosovo. Het verslag
van een oorlog. Dat is kennelijk een onweerstaanbare
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menselijke neiging, alsof men een voorschot wil neme
op het nog ergere. Maar de journalisten in de buurt va
de correspondent van Le Monde, hoewel geen van alle
afkerig van nieuws dat de ander niet had, hielden lievi
hun hoofd koel en lieten de bevestiging van de sugge!
tie van Le Monde athangen van het onafhankelijke or
derzoek. Zo ook Michel Maas. Het bijzondere ax
Maas is dat hij de sajl en de instelling heeft van Samu
el van Hoogstraten, een sterke behoefte om wompe
Ioeil te schnijven, nooit met &
blote feiten zelf beginr, maa
ze altijd omspeelt met waarme
mungen die niet rechistreck
met het eigenlijke nieuws t
maken hebben, maar saillan
z1jn op een andere manier. Dz
was al Zo in zijn mooie en ver
nuftige De wvleugels van Lie
Hanh wit 1995, zijn boek ove
een verblijf in Viemam, Mas
Maas weet wat hij moer doep
zijn neiging om literair ¢
schrijven mag niet ten kost
gaan van de berrouwbaarhe
van zijn waamemingen. Kos
vo. Her wersiag wan cen oorlag
daardoor een onopgesmu
boek van1emand die zyn eig:
OZEn €N Oren SeMmeus neen
en kan schmwen, Een det
waaraan je kunt zien dat Ma
zichzell seneus peem: i+ h
noemen van de namen van «
mensen die hij spreekt. jui
ook van de gewone mense;
Her worden er mereen afzor
derlijke (en traceerbare) ind
viduen door. geen anoniem
slachtoffers. Die namen verschijnen i Maas' tekst als
of hij ze zo heefi gehoord, in werkelijkheid moet hi) er

*naar gevraagd hebben en niet zelden zijn die pamen z

ongewoon dat hi) ze gespeid moet hebben gekregen

Voor wie de oorlog in Kosovo pas werkelitk begon 0]
24 maart knjgt in het boek van Maas wel een ande
beeld. Meer dan de helft van het boek gaat over hat jaa
dat voorafgaat aan die 24 maart. Maas pendelt dan vas
de ene plaats naar de andere, maar is vooral in Pristn;
en Belgrado en doet verslag van de dagelijkse kleing
oorlog die uiteindelijk, ook in zijn verslagen, onherroe.
pelijk naar de grote leidt. Wie Maas’ verslagen leest it
niet meer verbaasd dat de Serviérs het plan hadder,
klaarhiggen om Kosovo schoon te vegen (het plap
‘Hoefijzer’), het is een logisch uirvloeise] van alles wa:
Maas aan verschrikkingen beschriift. Wat Michel Maz
15 voor de zelf waargenomen feiten en roestanden g
durende de afgelopen andethalf jaar in Kosovo, 1s T
mothy Garton Ash voor de afgelopen tien jaar in ziin
commentaren en reporiages uit de Balkan, nu verzs-
meld in Hustory of the Present. Hoewel geen echie cor-
respondent reisde Ash geregeld naar Bosnig, Kosovg,
Servie en de andere landen van de Balkan en sprak
daar zowel met diplomaten, regenngsleiders als men-
sen in dorpen en steden. Qok Ash beoefende de anti-
rrompe-Ioeil-journalistiek. Kenmerk daarvan 1s dat je
je steeds ook afvraagr hoe betrouwbaar je waamnemin.
gen en interpretaties nog zijn, en dar je daardoor mip
of meer weet wat je positie 1s in het conflict. Ash wis.
selt 2in reportages dan ook af mer essays over de ver.
houding tussen intellectuelen en politici. Zowel Maag
als Ash weten wat hun plaats min of meer is. Hun be.
lang 15 niet kijkcijfers of het winnen van lezers, maar dg
verslaggeving van wat hun ogen hebben gezien. De ge.
zichten van deze oorlog, schrijft Maas, ‘heb ik met mijy
eigen ogen gezien - de enige berrouwbare geruigen i,
Kosove'. Geen trompe-oeil dus. L/



