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Fundsmental Problems B33 (Landon 1950) {enforcemant of guerantees of intagnty
and independance of autonemaous lermtory),

{208) Shaw, Security Council, supra, n, 185, Z34

(209) Tre prohibition of genocide has been recognized as jus cogans for mafe than
nell @ cantury. Reservations to the Convention on the Prevention and Punisnment
of the Crime of Genodide, Advisory Opinion, ICJ Rep. 23 (1851). Crimes against
humanity are lso contrary to jus cogens prohibifions. lan Brownlie, Principles of
Publie International Law 515 (Cxford: Creford Linivarsity Preaa Sthoad. 1898), YWar
el mel%g;m:pmmry.w,jm_pnguns profititians. Allred Verdross, Jus Dispositivim
and Jis Cogens in Intersational Law 60 Am. . [n11 L, 55, 58 (1886) (cting example
of rights of prisaners of war); Decislon of the Constitutional Court of Hungary, Case
No. 537363 (X 13) (cited in Pétef Mohacsi & Péter Polt, Esfimation of War Crimes
and Crimes against Humanity According to the Dacision of the Constiutional Court
of Hungary, 67 Revue intarnationa de Droit Pénal 33, 335 (1886); M. Cherf
Bassiauni, internatienal Grimes: Jus Cogens and Ohbiigatio Erga Omnes, 59 Law &
Contemp. Prob, 63, 68 (1008},  —7 k

Althaugh the concept of jus cogens is often seen as par of customary international
taw, as the original proponents of this concept mada cleaf, it Is better sean as sul
generie and a general principle of law that preaviils over corventional and
custormary international law, Adfred von Verdross, Forbidden Treaties in
international Law, 31 Am. J. Intl L. 571, 573 (1837}, (rosting concept of Jus cogens
in geners! principies of law). The gfimary sxamples of s cogens cited by the
propenents were pronikitians against states dearfing persor of the means o
protect themsetves from harm, such as the abillty to maintal oider, |bid.,
exactly he problem posed by Resciution 1 22, which depeives victims of the:
International Crimingl Gourt as & deterent when it acts as a court of last resort
Thus, the concept of jus cogens is reflected in the Martens clause, which 1s found in
the Preamble to Hague Canventicn {I'V) Respecting the Laws and Customs of War
on Land of 1898 and in almost every international humanitadan lew treaty since. Az
worded in comman Arficla 538211421158 of the four Geneva Conventions, it
provides that & denunciation of one of the conventiofs “shall in no way impair the
aitigations which the Parties to the conflict shall remain beund s fulfil by virtue of
the principlea of the lew of nations, as they result from tha usages established
amang civilized peoples, from the laws of humarity and the dicates of the public
conscience.”

{210} Vianna Convention an the Law of Treaties, supra, n. 133, At 53,

(211} Case concarming application of the Convention and Punishment of the Crimes
of Genocide (Bosnia and Herzegoving v. Yugeslavia (Serbia and Montanegra)),

Furthar requests for the indcetion of pravisional measures, Order of 12 Seplember
1953, 1983 1.C.J. Rep., Separate opinion of Ad Hee Judge Elihu Lauterpacht, pari.
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[218) Tadim, 1005 Appeals Chamber Decision, supra, para, 42.
(217) Ibid | para,45,
(218) Ibld, para. 46

(278) Gill, supra, 1, 184, 76 | I S_g'gqr.?[ Soung j3 bousd by-non.
derogatie human righty natme, |ncjuding fhe dght T 1 and intemrity of the human
perean, the prohibition of torfure and ilk-trestment. the prohibitions of dscrimination
slavery and genocide, the fight 12 freedom of conscience and religion and the right
to a falr trial), Shaw, Security Ceuncil, supsa, n, 165, 230, Paust, supea, n, 165, 140
[Securty Councll cannet require member ststes to wialate human tights, even those
net implicating jus cogens norms becausa thalr obiligations under Article 25 would
be limited by thelr cbiigations under Articies 55 and 56 of the LN Charter),

(220} The right to a remedy is recognized In Article 2 of the Intemational Covenant
on Civll and Palfical Rights. The right to reparations is guaranteed in Arlice 75 of
ihe Rome Statute and it iz sled recognized in the Van Boven-Bassiouni Principles.
U Corpmission on Humap Rights indeps E] T TEltan,
COMPETEAton an i|itation tor yist i viclaBons of human nghts and
funcamental freedoms, Draft Basic Principles and_l_lsﬁ@@ﬂ"rﬁm or
Rem i aration for Vicims ol Tmiarmational Homan Rights and — —
Humanitarian Law [Final Draft), 18 January 2000, U, D66 EICR 400082 Ray 4 -
(2000, ——— 7 ST e
(221) Christopher Gresnwood, Seope of Appication of Humanitarian Law, in Dister
Fleck, ed., The Handbeek of Humanitarlan Law in Armed Conflics {Cuiford: Deford
Univessity Prass 1885),

{222} Secratary-General's Bulletin on "Observancs by United Mafions Forces of
Intarnational Humanitarian Lew”. U.N, Doc, STISGE1299M3, & August 1908,

(223) Report of the Secretary-General to the Security Councll on the Protection of
Civiliane in Armed Confiiet, LLM. Doc. SM858/857 8 Septamber 1988, para. 51

(Ras. 30),

(224) 5:C. Rea. 1298 {2000), para, 10,

(225) Tadiss {Appeals Chamber judgment on jurisdiction), supra, n. 1589, para, 53,
(236} Instiut de drait intetnational, Resolution on the Conditlons of Apphication of
Humnaritarian Rules of Armed Conflict to Hosbiliies in which United Nasione Forces

may bi Engaged, Zagrob, 1871, An. 2. in 54 {11} Annueire de [institul de droit
international 465 (1971),
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tional Criminal Courr:

The unlawful attempt by the Security Couneil to give US citizens pe.
i

£

{227} Christopher Greenwood, Internaticnal Humanitarian Law and United Mations
Military Operatiens, 1.8, Intl Hem. L 3, 15-17 {1998]

(226) Dapo Akande, Tha International Court of Justice and the Security Coungl, Is
There Room for Audicial Contrel of Decisions of the Pofieal Organs of the Unitad
Matigns?, 48 Infl & Comp, L Q. 308, 320 (1007) {expisining ot these constraints
are part of the basic principle noted above that the Security Council = baund by
international law excapt to the extert that it is permitted by the LIN Chartar ta
deragate fram International law and that “the Security Counell & empowered bo use
faree In the maintenance of intemationsl pesce but this does not Telleve it of its duty
in using such force to respect international humaritarian law In armed confict (tha
jus i bello))"; Michael Bothe, Peace-Keeping, in 1 Simma (2nd ed.), supra, n, 124
B85 {"The Utz bound by.general international law, the lawe af war being no
exception, ., The lact that the UN Is not a State and doss not poSsess carain
organs which 4 State normally possesses is no wrcuse for nat applying 1 lawa of
war."y, Judith Gardam, Lagal Restraints of Security Cauncl Militery Enforcemant
Adtion, 17 Mich. J, Int] L. 285, 318 (1298 "t ks ipeoncehable that with the currant
emphass.on human rights and humanitadan prncipies, fhe Security Souncil can be
regarded as operating cutside the constraims on the conduct of atmed confict that
have been painstakingly developed over the years by States. "), Gill, SUprA, M. 184,
82 (1995} {"Humanitarian law, ke human rights law forma part af th come values
and principles of the Qrganization, refarred to in Chapters | and | X of tha Chartar

In founding the LN as primary repesitary of collective securlty, the Mamber States
could not, in tranefening or conferring the pewes to wage war &nd conduct militzny
operatians as an instrument of International polizy, Invest the Organization with the
powat to maintain international peace and secunity by means whish wouwld vislate
these fundamental pracepts."); Shaw, Security Coundl, supra, n. 165, 230 (fastnote
omitted] {"Cne capnal sasily envisage it baing acceptable that the Councl should
by degislon consciously breash tha norma of the law of srmed corllict”); Schrijver
supra, n. 184, 156 (concleding with respect to the applicabliity of international
humanitaran tsw and its relationship to obligations under Secusity Counail
reaolufions under Chapter VIl imposing economic sanctions, “[e]nforcement action
should find is limit where the survival of the civilian peputation is at sizke"),

[225) Other etates emphasized that the Security Councll did nol have the power 1o
amend treaties that wers consistent with the UN Chaner. Costa Rica, on behall of
the 18-member Rie Group, stated on 10 July 2002 that "any initiative attemgting to
subatantally modify the provisions of the Statuie by means of 2 Council reaciustian
.« wolld exceed the competenca of the Security Council”, On fhe same date, [ran
stated that the Security Council was "not authodzed to inferpret ar smend treaties
concluded among States in sccordance with the law of reaties — & law that
recognizes that only parties to a freaty are competent to amend it" Alsa on the
same day, Canada said that if the Securlty Councl wers to adopt the proposed
resalution it wauld be "acling beyond it mandate® and “would set a negative
pracedant undes which the Security Councd could change the negotated terms of
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{216] Tedise, 1005 Appea’s Chearmbar Decizion, gupra, para. 42.

{217} Ibid,, pera, 45, A
o Bt E?v.‘v ok

{218) Ibid., para, 46. Cr.:.frﬁ‘})

- m—
(212) GA, zupra, n. 184, 79 (=i aminimum Sacurity Council ja bound by-non-
derogabis fuman rghts.noms, Including the At t8 e and Integrty of fhe hurman _}_ ﬂ;ﬂ P .
person, the profibtian of torure and lil-reatment, 1he prohititione of discriminaton, ; LS
slavary and genocide, the right 1o freadom of canscience and religion and the right V;;‘,’_ SAwgiTe

to & falr trisl), Shaw, Security Council, supra, n, 165, 230; Paust, supra, n. 185, 140
{Secunty Councl cannot require member stales to viclate human fights. even thoso
nolimplicating jus cogens norms becsuse their obligatione under Aricle 25 would
be limited by their obligations under Articles 55 and 58 of the UM Charter).

(220} The right 1o & remiady is recognized n Articlz 2 of the |nlsmational Covenant >
on Civil and Polifical Rights, The right to reparations (s guaranteed in Aricke 75 of ,? ?i‘ 5 .
the Rome Statute and it Is also recognized in the Van Boven-Bassiouni Principles, £~ ~CAL
UN Commisslon on Human Rights Independent Expert on the right 1o restituton, | r, . L
compensation and rehabiitation for victims of grave violations of human rights ang C),‘l' f)"{,nl j;l-':.-
tundamental freedoms, Draft Basic Principles and Guidslines on the Rught to a f
Remedy and Reparatien far Vistims of Intarnational Human Rights and

© Humanitaran Law {Final Draft), 18 January 2000, U.M. Doc E/CN4R00062Rev 1 -

& (2000),

B

-

(221} Chrislapher Greenwood, Scope of Application of Humanitarian Law, In Dieter
Fleck, ed, The Handbook of Humanitasan Law in Armed Conflicts (Oxfard Oxford
Universily Press 1885),

{222) Secretary-Generafs Bulledn on "Obeevance by United Nations Forces of
International Humanitarian Law", UN, Doo, ST/SGE/1999/13, 8 August 1884

(233) Repart of tha Secretary-General 1o the Secunty Counet on the Protectian of
Civilians in Armad Confiice, LLN, Doc. S/19900957, 8 Septembar 1899, para, 51
{Rec. 50),

{224) 5.C. Rea, 1285 (2000), para, 18

(225) Tadies {Appesals Chamber judgment on jurisdicion), supra, n. 150, para, 93,
{225} Institut de droit international, Resoluion on the Condtions of Applicaton of
Humanitanan Rues of Armed Confilc to HesEilies in which United Matlons Forces

may be Engeged, Zagrab, 1971, Ak 2 in 54 (1) Annusire de linstitut de droit
international 485 [1571),
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Sagittarius

Van: "Hans Hupkes" ]
Aan: "Nico Steijnen” <sagitar@hetnet.nl>
Verzonden: maandag 26 mei 2003 21:24
Onderwerp: Fw:

Hoi Nico,

Hoe gaat het jongen? Lang niet van je gehoord.

Deze mail kreeg ik zojuist van Nidaa Adel, een Irakese dochter van een
vermoorde communist. Haar moeder is met haar gezin uitgenodigd viuchteling
(via de UNHCR) en woont in Apeldoom.

Nidaa studeert inmiddeld in Groningen en verklaard critica van het
Anertikaanse imperialime, maar was ook tegen de Baath-partij die haar vader
vervolgde.

(De communisten waren de eerste partij met een onafhankelijke krant in
Bagdad nadat de stad door de Amerikanen was bezet.)

Misschien kun je haar benaderen als je informarie uit Irak nodig hebt.

Schrijf dan maar dat je haar mail via mij hebt gekregen. Ik ken haar alleen
van de mail en de telefoon.

Vr. gr. Hans.

----- Original Message -—---

From: "nidaa adel" <nidaaadel@hotmail.com>

To: <Els.vanDriel(@ikon.nl>; <gertjan.pool@eo.nl>; <hans hupkes{@planet.nl>;
<jbudding@uni-one.nl>; <kees.schaap@vara.nl>; <Koen vanGroesen(@avro.nl>;
<Lotje.Dercksen@ikon.nl>; <Mirjam Gulmans@ikon.nl>

Sent: Monday, May 26, 2003 7:34 PM

> beste mensen.

> via deze weg wil ik jullie op de hoogte houden dat ik op 06 junie vertrek

> naar Irak toe, als jullie boodschap of wat informatie daar vandaan nodig

> hebben mail mij terug of bel me op het vlogende nummer; 0655153495, let op
> mijn nummer is gewijzigd

> groetjes

> Nidaa Adel

>

-

> Hotmail en Messenger on the move

> hitp://www.msn.nl/communicatie/smsdiensten/hotmailsmsv2/
>

Deze e-mail is door E-mail Virus Scan van Het Net gecontroleerd op virussen. Zie voor meer
informatie: http://www_ hetnet.nl/evs/
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Iraqi Troops Say US Owes Them Back Pay

Bitter Soldiers Threaten Attacks on American Forces, Sabotage
by Robert Collier

BAGHDAD — The 100 or so former military officers standing in the midday sun
didn't look like much of a menace. But the threat was there: Pay up, or else,

As the temperature soared well above 100 degrees, they waited sullenly at the
entrance to the former presidential palace compound, where the U.S. occupation
government headquarters are located behind coils of razor wire.

"We're not asking for the Americans' money,” said Lt. Gen. Muhammed
Abdelkadim, a former commander of the Baghdad air defense. "It's our money. It's

our pay."

None of the nearly half-million members of Iraq’s military, he said, had been paid
since March 1.

But Abdelkadim and his colleagues, a dapper group in neat slacks and pressed
shirts, are likely to be disappointed. From the sound of recent American
statements, they may be unemployed for a long time.

U.S. Refuses to Pay Salaries

On Wednesday, U.S. officials said they will not pay past or current salaries of the
former army, secret police and presidential guard. The move essentially disbands
those forces — but does not provide any formal means of disarming the ex-
combatants.

The risks of such a policy were apparent Thursday as Abdelkadim and his
colleagues stood in protest outside the U.S. compound. One of their members had
been allowed through the razor wire to deliver a petition. They expected prompt
action, he said, in the matter-of-fact tone of someone who doesn't expect to be
disobeyed.

Informed of the American announcement that former civilian government workers
would soon be paid but military members would not, Abdelkadim spluttered. The
men around him exploded.

"The Americans can't cheat us,"” yelled Lt. Col. Basem Al-Lamy, another former
officer of Baghdad's air defense.

"We couldn't do anything against American technology during the war," said Al-
Lamy, referring to the U.S. missiles that made mincemeat of Iraqi anti- aircraft
defenses. "But now, there's nothing between me and the U.S. soldiers on the
street. Their technology won't stop me from killing them."

"We thought the Americans were going to get rid of our oppressor," said Col.
Al-Saadi, explaining why so many of Saddam Hussein's soldiers chose not to fight.

http://www.commondreams.org/headlines03/0516-03.htm 20-5-03
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"But now we see they just wanted to take

have no choice but to fight” CUETONES- RS WIHIWe SRE7 e wil

Some of Al-Saadi's former comrades may already be doing just that.

Reports of Sabotage

On Wednesds_ny, the U.S. commander in Iraq, Lt. Gen. David McKiernan, said
loosely organized groups of ‘regime elements" have waged a campaign of attacks
on U.S. troops and sabotage of the country's tottering infrastructure.

The officers' unhappiness is one more example of how sentiment on Baghdad's
sireets has swung dramatically in recent weeks from gratitude to anger. With
increasing bittermness, residents complain about the Americans’ failure to bring the
city back to anything resembling normality.

Gangs sfill roam freely, looting, stealing, mugging and kidnapping. Power
blackouts are common and gasocline is scarce. Most businesses remain closed and
nearly every government office is a burned wreck.

L Mobs of unemployed people gather daily around the U.S. compound and around
the Palestine Hotel, as former laborers, scientists, clerks and soldiers clamor for
jobs.

"The Americans don't realize what they're playing with," said Abdelkadim. "The
people are desperate. What will the people do if a leader comes again to fight
against the Americans? We will follow him."

Asked if they would support the return of Hussein, there was an immediate reply of
"no, no, no!" from the crowd. "If Saddam Hussein comes again, we will kill him."

First Public Appearance

The officers’ protest was the first time since Baghdad fell last month that former

| military officials have felt emboldened enough to appear in public. Those who

' aren't in hiding or in U.S. custody seem to be surveying the chaos, trying to decide
their next move.

In a downtown restaurant, Gen. Alaa Abdelkadeer, a mnjlmandgr of the
(4 Republican Guard's Baghdad Brigade, warned that time is running out for the
Americans to demonstrate improvement in people's daily lives.

"Look at that," he said, pointing out the window at a disheveled teenager begging
at the restaurant entrance. "He never was a beggar before. Nobody in Baghdad
was. But now he is capable of doing anything. Who knows? Even fighting and
dying."

©2003 San Francisco Chronicle
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‘ Iraq Body Count | CONTACTS and TEAM

CONTACTS:

If you want to submit news stories that could
help us confirm an incldent involving civilfian
deaths in the invasion of Iraqg please email
news item links to:

News Itams
newsbiragbodycount.org
Comment Technical Prass
Sirag ¥ arg hdiraghad g pressijiragbodycount.arg

The IRAQ BODY COUNT Project Team are:

HAMIT DARDAGAN ({Principal researcher and site manager) is a freelance
researcher currently working in London. He has made an in-depth study of the research
methods of Professor Marc Herold, who ploneered 2 media-based methodology for
estimating civilian deaths in the Afghan war of 2001-2, He has written for
Counterpunch, and has undertaken research for a number of organisations, including
Greenpeace, He has been chair of "Kalayaan" a human rights campaign for overseas
domestic workers in the UK, which led to significant enhancement in their legal rights,

JOHN SLOBODA (Associate researcher and archivist) trained as a research
psychologist and is currently Professor of Psychology at the University of Keele, UK.
In 1999-2000 he worked with the Committee for Peace in the Balkans, and researched
effects on the civilian population of the NATO bombing campaign. Since September
11th 2001 he has been respansible for the daily peaceuk net mailing list disseminating
critical non-violent perspectives on "the war on terror”. He is a founder member of the
Network of Activist Scholars of Politics and International Relations (Naspir), and a
local delegate to the Stop the War Coalition, He1s currently Web Resources Manager

hitp:{iwww_ iragbodycount net/contacts. htm
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for Peace News, and is undertaking consultancy work for the Oxford Research Group.

BULENT GOKAY (Associate researcher) is a Senior Lecrurer in International
Relations at Keele University. He is co-founder and core researcher of the Keele
Southeast Europe Unit. He has authored many books and articles on global polifics, the
Middle East, Balkans and Central Asia, including A Clash of Empires: Turkey between
BRussicn Bolshevism and British Imperialism (1997), The Politics of Caspian Ot
(2001), Eastern Enrope Since 1970 (2002), and The Most Dangerous Game in the
World: Oil, War, and US Global Hegemuony (2002), and is co-editor of the fortheoming
book, War, Terror and Judgemeni: 1§ September 2004 (Feb 2003).

TORBEN FRANCK {Webmaster) is a musician and paace activist, He is webmaster
for www peaceuk net, www humanshields.org as well as Iraq Body Count. He has
recorded a track (with Joe Wilson) for the recent Stop the War CD compilation, issued
in December 2002, He is a delegate to the Stop the War Mational Conference,

MARC HEROLD (Research consultant) is an Associate Professor of Economic
Development, International Affairs and Women's Studies at the University of New
Hampshire, USA, where he has taught since 1975 He holds a Master's degree in
international business and finance and a Ph.D in Economics from the University of
California in Berkeley, as well as an engineering degree in electronics from the Swiss
Federal Polytechnic University. He has focused his writings upon social and economic
changes in the Second and Third Worlds and his current research interests are on Brazil
and Afghanistan, including the latter country's post-war situation. In December 2001 he
released a widely cited study of the human costs of the U.S. military campaign in
Afghanistan "A Dossier on Civilian Victims of United States’ Aerial Bombing of
Afghanistan: A Comprehensive Accounting”), updates to which may be found at:
hitp:pubpages.unh.edu/~mwherold.

GLEN RANGWALA (Legal consultant) is & lecturer in politics at Newnham and
Trinity Colleges, Cambridge University. He is trained in political theory and
international law. His doctorate, from Cambridge University, was in political and legal
rhetoric in the Arab Middle Enst. He is also published on a number of other themes,

hitp:/iwww iragbodycount.net/contacts. htm 2-903
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including international humanitarian law, comparative human rights law, Iraq and
nuclear weapons,

DAVID FLANAGAN (Technical consultant) is author of JavaScript: The Definitive
Guide (among other standard works) and wrote the JavaScript code for Trag Body

Cuut:ﬁ that keeps our Web Counters updated while making them easy for webmasters to
install,

PETER BAGNALL (Tech consultant & user support) is currently a postgraduate
student at Lancaster University studying computer science and psychology. He spent
two years working as a software design consultant in Silicon Valley, and before that
four years as a network research engineer for British Telecom. His professional interest
is using technology to provide real benefit to society, rather than just to develop flashy
gadgets. His thoughts on ethics, polifics and technology can be found on his website,

TRANSLATORS FOR PEACE is a free association of translators from all countries
and of all nationalities, The Association was founded in 1999, during the Kosovo war,
by a group of Nalian translators wha decided to dedicate a portion of their time to
transiate and publish information regarding the costs of modern technological wars in
terms of human lives, the environment, democracy and human rights,

JOHN BUCCHERI (Assistant researcher) is co-founder of MOW (Musicians
Opposing War) at the School of Music, Northwestern University, Evanston, Tlinois,
and a Charles Deering McCormick Professor of Teaching Excellence in the Music
Theory progrem. His scholarly interests center on teaching and leaming, with emphasis
on the practical application of analytical technique as a tocl for learning and
interpreting music. He is currently the Immediate Past President of The College Music
Society. John has marched in Washington DC on Jan 18, in New Yark City on Feb 15
and Washington DC on March 15, and believes during these bad times, &
PERSISTENT STRONG VOICE OF OPPOSITION must be heard,

ERIC CLARKE (Assistant researcher) is professor of music at the University of
Sheffield, where he does research and teaching in the psychology of music, He was an

hﬁp:JMww.iraqhodymnt.neb’cmum,hun 2-0-03
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active member of Camden CND in the 19805, and is a member of Amnesty
International

NIKKI DIBBEN (Assistant researcher) is a lecturer in music at Sheffield University
where she carries out research into music perception, and gender representations in
popular music.

JOSHUA DOUGHERTY (Assistant researcher) is a guitarist, private instructor and a
praduate student in music at the University of the Arts in Philadelphia, PA, USA

CHARLIE FORD (Assistant researcher) was awarded a doctorate for his holistic
critique of Mozart's Cosi fan tutte in 1989 and hes since published on popular music.
He is an active member of Amnesty International and an occasional contributor to
peaceuk mailings.

SERASTIAN HALLIDAY was a university psychology teacher and researcher in
Cambridge, Sussex and Manchester, He took early retirement four years ago and now
lives in St Tves, Comwall, where he was brought up. He was active in CND & END in
the early eighties and has been reactivated by this war,

JORDANA LIPSCOMB (Assistant researcher) is a retired liti gation attorney and
mother of two. Supporting member and event coordinator of Musicians Opposing War
(MOW). She received her Bachelors of Aris degree from New York University in
Russian Language and her Juris Doctorate Degree from Southwestern Uiniversity
Schoal of Law. She is currently researching the legalities and criminal implications of
this war and welcomes information and sources on this subject,

SCOTT LIPSCOMB (Assistant researcher) is a co-founder of Musicians Opposing
War, a collective of Northwestem University faculty, stafl, & students in the United
States who came together for the purpose of expressing apposition to the War on lrag,
who helieve that 115, military aggression is likely to increase - not deter - terrorism on
American shores, and who advocate seeking non-violent solutions to the world's

problems through a consensus of peace-minded nations. Scott is an Associate Professor
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in me School of Music at Northwestem, where he teaches in the Music Education and
Music Cognition programs and carries out research related to the processes involved in
music listening and their affect upon the listener, He is aiso co-authar of "Rock and
Roll; Its History and Stylistic Development” (2003, 4th edition, Prentice-Hall) and has
been extremely concerned about the [ack of response o this issue from the musical
community. The recent appearance of organizations like Musicians United to Win
Without War (Russell Simmons, Rosanne Cash, Michael Stipe, Dave Matthews, Peter
Gabriel, Suzanne Vega, and others) is a welcome occurrence and hopefully only the
first of many more that will fallaw.

DOUG STOKES (Assistant researcher) is a deictoral candidate in Intemnational
Relations at Bristol University. His primary area of research is on US foreign policy in
Colombia, the post-Cald War continuities in North-South relations, and the use of force
by Western states in the developing world. His publications and teaching interests can
be found on his website at www.dougstokes.net .

DARELL WHITMAN (Assistant researcher) is a post-graduate student with the
School of Politics, International Relations and the Environment at Keele University. He
holds a Master's degree in Government from California State University, Sacramenta, a
Masters degree in Political Sociology from Southern Oregon University, and a Juris
Dactarate in law from the University of Santa Clara. He is an attorey licensed to
practice law in California and U S. federal courts, He has been a long-time peace and
environmental in the .S, and served on the national organizing committee of the
Emergency Committee to Stop the War (Gulf War I) from 1991-1992.

KAY WILLIAMS (Assistant researcher) is a recently retired librarian, who worked
most recently as Head of Acquisitions in Keele University Library, She runs a mailing
list for those in the Keele and Newcastle-under-Lyme area of Staffordshire who are
interested in local and national anti-war activities,

ROWAN WILLIAMS {Assistant researcher) is a graduate in Modern Languages from
the University of Cambridge. For 2 number of years she was Justice and Peace

representative for the Anglican Community of St Francis, and a member of the steering
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group of the Justice and Peace Links of the interdenominational Conference of
Religious. She is currently traiming for the priesthood in Cambridge.
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€ - 2-9-03
hupjfwww.haqhudyoannw’umhun



Guardian | US decree strips thousands of their jobs pagina | van 3

US decree strips thousands of their jobs

Anti-Ba'athist ruling may force educated Iragis abroad

Jonathan Stesle
Saturday August 30, 2003
The Guardian

Tatik al-Kubalsy, vice-president of the Iragi Society of Psychiatrists, is a worried man. it's not just that the queue of patients suffering from severs stress disorders in
Iraq’s war-tom society is growing longer by the day.

Mor that a country of 25 million has fewer than 100 psychiatrists and many are planning to emigrate now that Saddam Hussein's resticlions on fereign travel have
gone,

The cther concem for Dr Kubaisy, who was awarded a London University PhD after four years at the Maudsley hospital, is that the Americans have takan away his
job,

Like many young Iragi professionals, he joined the Ba'ath party several years before Saddam becama its leadsr and turned Iraq into & one-party state. But under
Order Number One, issued by Paul Bremer, Iraq's US administrator - the so-called “de-Ba'athification” decree - Dr Kubaisy's position as a professor in Baghdad
University's college of medicine has ended.

When Baghdad University and Iraq's other colleges re-open next week, around 2,000 senior staff have be

en lold to stay at home, Dr Kubaisy estimales. Although
they were Ba'ath paity members, none was connecled to the former regime's security apparatus.,

“Its eallective punishmant. It's conviction without any charge,” Dr Kubalsy said yesterday. *I'm becoming a bit paranald but | think the Americans intend to force Iragi
brains to go abroad"”,

Coalition officials argue that every Ba'athist has not been purged. Only those who held one of its top four ranks are barred from public service,
“The de-Ba'athification decres is the most popular thing we have done here," a senior coafition official said,

It was strongly promoted by Washington neo-conservatives like Paul Wolfowitz, the deputy secretary of defence, and his friend, Ahmed Chalabi, a businessman
convicted in Jordan of fraud who is now a member of Irag's governing councl

hittp:/fwww.guardian co.ulk/print/0,3858,4743565-103550,00, himl daa
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problem is they didn't look at who were really leaders. They made the issue of rank too | .
stitute - : mpaortant and weant down too low,” said Husam al-Rawi, 2 member of the
m ﬂm‘}":ﬂm Architects and a professor In Baghdad University's architecture department. "Instead of targeting a thousand or a few hundred people, they

Prof Rawi joined the Ba'ath party as a 15-year-o/d in 1958 and was a section head, the third rank down. Dr Kubalsy was even lower, a secretary of a branch,

Hamnmaraskedmswunuﬂlarhcumrmm;s.hehsiﬂad.'ﬂ!nwaren'tm\ruhedh ing. We had no association with the secur isafion. They had
their own Informers, who didn't have to be party membars,” he said. policing. on e security crganisation. They

"It you wanted to go ahroad to attend a conference, you had to apply to the dean of the faculty and then the university and then the ministry of the interior. it didn’t
depend on us. | was often refused permission myself.”

Prof Rawl joined the Ba'ath party when it stood for socialism and opposition to relgious extremists, “Afler Saddam Hussein took power, th party he skelato
with no spirit." By then it was foo late o get out. i L

The de-Ba'athification decree is also causing turmeil in governmeant ministries, hospitals and other bodies considerad part of the civil service. Anyone in the top three
levels of management loses their job if he or she was a party member, regardless of rank,

“Histary teaches us that victors have to be magnanimous, but what are we seeing here? A new society created on the basis of hatred apd revenge,” said a senior
offictal who dedlined fo be named.

“When | joined the party in the 1970s, it was the party of cil nationalisation, eradicating literacy, autonomy for the Kurds, and national reconciltation ... Then Saddam
destroyed the parly. He executed more Ba'athists than anyone else ... Most of us felt relleved when he was overthrown.

“When this war began to loom, we were in an intellectual dilemma. Mounting an insurmection against the regime meant helping the powers which wanted to invade us.
But if we supporied the dictatorship, it was agalnst cur basic interests.”

Anger was the prevailing mood among large sections of the Baghdad middis elass, he said, People felt criminalised.

The de-Ba'athification dectee provides for appesis and exemptions, if a person has the support of staff, for example, and their jobs are judged indispensable, A
pefiion for Prof Rawl, signed by 350 students and 30 staff, was sent to the US administration two months ago, so far to no avail,

Wwith the weaks ticking by and universities about ta re-open, moest sacked academics have lost hope, The decree says nothing about protecting pensions and thay
may not be paid. At least halfl the 2,000 university staff who have been dismissed are lkely to lose their government housing loo.

Prof Rawi said this violated the fourth Geneva convention. "An cecupler cannot dismiss paople from jobs, administer collective punishment, and discriminate against
paople on the basis of political belief™.

A coalifion spokesrman said that enly between 15,000 and 30,000 peopla had been affected: “The suggestion that there are lots and lots of Innocent peaple who have
been unfairly dismissed s not frue, Less than 5% of the Ba'ath party members are coverad”.

hitp://www.guardian co.uk/print/0,3858,4743 565-103 550,00 html 2-9-03
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Anchorage Dally News
U.S. soldiers fire into Baghdad crowd, killing 1

By TAREK AL-ISSAWI, Associated Prass
(Published: August 13, 2003)

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AF) - U.S. soldiers shot Into a crowd of thousands of demonstrators in a Baghdad slum an
Wednesday, killing one civilian and wounding four after a rocket-propelied grenade was fired at them, the
military said. North of Baghdad, guerrillas killed two American troops.

In Sadr City, a Shiite Muslim slum, about 3,000 demonstrators gathered around a telecommunications
tower where they said American forces in a helicopter tried to tear down an Islamic banner, U.S. military
spokesman Sagt. Danny Martin said it was apparently blown down by rotor wash from a helicopter.

However, amateur video footage obtained by Associated Press Television News showed a Black Hawk

helicopter hovering a few feet from the top of the tower and apparently trying to tear down the banner. iy o ﬁlﬁﬂ'mmﬂé?m
Later, LS. Humvees drove by and the crowd threw stones at them. Heavy gunfire could be heard and in tha ARSadr C2y district in Saghdad, Irag, an

demonstrators were seen diving to the ground. Wadneaday. Aug. 13 2003,

Martin said U.S. forces opened fire after stones, gunfire and one rocket-propelied grenade were directed at soldiers of the 1st Armored Division.
One civilian was kilied and four were wounded, he said. He said no soldiers were hit.

Sadr City, formerly known as Saddam City, is a Shiite stronghold in the otherwise Sunni Muslim-dominated capital.

"We're peaceful people, but one edict (from the imams) and the entire American Army will become our prisener,” said Hassan Azab, a member
of the local district council.

Also Wednesday, an attack 15 miles south of Tikrit, Saddam Hussein's hometown, killed ene U.S. soldier and wounded a second when their four-
vehicle convoy hit 8 roadside bomb, according to Maj. Josslyn Aberle, spokeswoman for the 4th Infantry Division,

® 2-9-03
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The military also reported a 501FIer killed and two wounded in a bomb attack Tuesday near Taji, 12 miles north of Baghdad. The attack was in
the same region where an oil pipeline fire sent flames 200 feet into the air on Tuesday.

It was unclear whether t p]-peli i was the u elines a i i il
. T king to destabilize
; mn I hﬂ. ne fire work of saboteurs Mﬂw pi]] Cross Iraq have been hit b'f quer lias seeki L] ill

The military alsa reported killing two Iragis in separate incidents in the Bagouba region, 43 miles northeast of Baghdad, Aberle said the two
killed after firing on U.S. troops.

Officials at the 4th Infantry Division said they had released 10 men detained Tuesday in a sweep through the outskirts of Tikrit, but four
remained in custody.

The military has not made public the names of those held, but said they include a Republican Guard corps-level chief of staff, a Republican
Guard division commander and a paymaster for the Fedayeen militia.

All those detained were members of a family described as a pillar of support for the ousted regime, sald U.S. Lt. Col, Steve Russell.

"They were trying to support the remnants of the former regime by organizing attacks, through funding and by trying to hide former regime
members,” he said.

Also Wednesday, the U.5.-led coalition said it had sent in 5.5 million gallons of gasoline, much of it to southern Iraq. Fuel and pawer shortages
had been particularly acute in the southem city of Basra, where weekend protests left at least three people dead.

*Thara is no shortage of petrol and we are able to fully meet the demand,” coalition spokesman Charles Heatly said.

The American administrator for Irag, L. Paul Bremer, met Wednesday with the U.5.-picked Governing Councl| about local efforts on restarting
the shattered economy and creating jobs, Heatly said.

Bremer also urged the 25-member council to submit names for the sa-called "de-Baathification council,” which is charged with purging
government offices of Saddam’s Baath Party.

Heatly said the coalition has fulfilled a number of goals, including establishment of the Governing Council, which on Monday appeinted a
committee to study ways of writing a democratic constitution.

The spokesman said the benchmark for the departure of U.5.-led forces "remains having [ragi people write a new constitution for this country
and having it approved in a referendum, holding democratic elections and then hand over power to a sovereign, elected Iragl governmaent.”

‘
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If you want to know why the U.S. campaign to
pacify Irag and make the country into a docile
puppet state is doomed to failure, just look at
what happened to 17-year-old Ali Muhsin.

Shot and killed by American soldiers on Tuesday,
he died on his family's front stoop as neighbors
gathered around, and frightened American
soldiers pointed their guns at anyone who got too
close.

According to Iraqis, including several who worked
with the boy at a tire repair shop, All Muhsin was
simply a kid in the wrong place at the wrong time,
who, because of the color of the shirt he was
wearing, was mistaken for someone who had just
dropped two hand grenades onto a U.5. military
patrol.

But even the account given in the New York Times
on Aug. 27 by American troops involved in the
incident raises serious questions about just what
is going on in Irag. According to those troops, a
LS. soldler, Sergeant Ray Vejar, saw something
dropped from the street above as his Humvee
approached a tunnel. Vejar didn't recognize the
dropped object as a grenade until It exploded near
him, but he did claim to have seen two men
overhead on the street--one dressed in white and
one in green, the latter of whom had "moved
toward the railing.”
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Vejar says when his team raced up onto the
street after exiting the tunnel, to pursue their
attackers, they saw two figures in.white and
green start running. He says the man in green
stopped and turned. "He looked right at me and I
positively ID'd him as the guy who was at the
railing,” he says. Such a positive ID sounds
surprising, considering that earfler, Vejar says he
couldn't even tell what was being dropped, and
surely was more focussed on what was dropping,
than on the face of whoever it was up on the
street.

In any event, what happened next is particularly
troubling.

Vejar says he and another soldier chased the
fleeing man in green into an alley. But it was
another group of soldiers in a Humvee whe found
Ali (who of course may or may not have been the
same man Vejar was chasing).

When Ali tried to flee the Humvee, the soldier
manning that vehicle's powerful mounted machine
gun fired a warning shot, causing him to stop. As
a soldier from the Humvee approached the boy,
he tried to flee again. This time, the machine
gunner shot him, hitting him several times,

All managed to stagger two blocks to his family's
home before collapsing on the front stoop, where
he died slowly.
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It was at that point that Sgt. Vehar arrived,
pushed his way through the gathering crowd
(which included the boy's walling mether), and
identified him, saying "I know he was at the
railing.”

Okay. If this account is correct {and the boy's
neighbors say it is not--claiming that in fact he
had been working at his job when the grenade
was dropped, and had anly
gone out to see what the
commotion was), we have to
ask what kind of rules were
being followed when the
zaldier in the Humvee decided
to shoot an unarmed fleeing
boy in the back.

If this was rules of war, then
perhaps It could be justified.
Nasty perhaps, but a fleeing
combatant can be shot in
wartime. But is this a war or an occupation? In a
war, the very ocutcome of the conflict is in
guestion, making it perhaps necessary to shoot
first and ask questions later. But at the point that,
as our Commander-in-Chief claims, "major
conflict is over," and the outcome of the battle
has been determined, such wild west behavior s
no longer called for.

If what we have now in Iraqg is an pccupation, the
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Chrlstcphqr Brauchli occupier has to be a lot more restrained and
Bush Administration careful about who gets terminated with extreme
Equates Medical Pot prejudice. An unarmed person fleeing a military
Smokers with patrol cannot automatically be presumed to be an
Segreaqationists enemy combatant. Fleeing a group of soldlers

might be the logical and understandable--even if
Juliana Fredman foolish--response of many innocent people. Itis

Collective Punishment on not a mistake for which anyone should be
the West Bank: Dialysis, executed. And clearly the soldiers in the Humvee,

Checkpoints and a including the one who fired the fatal shots that
Palestinian Madonna executed All, were not the ones who claimed to
recognize him. They were purely guessing he was
Larry Siems the one. It was only Sat. vehar, who was not on
Ghosts of Regime the scene at the time of the shooting, who claims
Changes Past in he could identify the boy.
Guatemala
Bad enough that another young person,
Elaine Cassel combatant or not, has died in this American war
Onward, Ashcroft of aggression, Worse yet that it may have been
Soldiers! an innocent lad who was shot and killed.
Saul Landau gut even from the point of view of American
Bush: a Modern Ahab or policy makers, this incident must be viewed as
a Toy Action Figure? indicative of a disaster in the making.

Consider the situation in the U.S. We have 2
functioning Constitution, @ sat of laws and courts,
and a whole bunch of legally constituted law
enforcement agencies. vet even with all the
protections that are in place, our police all too
often kill unarmed and innocent people in the heat
of action. How much waorse then in a country
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where there are no laws, are no courts to control
the people doing the enforcing, and where those
enforcers are not pecple who are trained in law
enforcement, but rather are soldiers, trained in
the art of killing,

Unless the Pentagon and Iraq viceroy Paul Bremer
set a clear policy instructing occupying troops that
they are not to shoot unarmed citizens--even
those who are fleeing--the inevitable slaughter of
innocents will produce a groundswell of hatred
and blood vengeance within Iraq that will engulf
occupying American soldiers, and eventually lead
to the defeat of any efforts to create a new
society and government in that benighted land.

Dave Lindorff is the author of Killing Time: an
Investigation into the Death Row Case of Mumia
Abu-Jamal. A collection of Lindorff's stories can be
found here: http://vwww.nwuphilly.org/dave, html
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Rebuilding Iraq will cost tens of billions of dollars in next year alone,
US admits
By Justin Huggler in Baghdad

28 August 2003

In a startling admission that the cost of oceupying Iraq is spiralling out of control, the US administrator in the country, Paul Bremer, said yesterday that
rebuilding Iraq would need "several tens of billions of dollars" in the next year alone,

President George Bush's administration is reportedly preparing to ask Congress for a "huge" new injection of cash for Irag, even as it is preparing to
post a record budget deficit of $480bn (£300bn) next year.

The predictions were made as two Amernican soldiers were killed in separate attacks in Trag, & day after George Bush vowed America would not retreat
from the country in the face of a guerrilla insurgency and terror attacks.

Just to fix the constant power cuts in Iraq and meet current electricity demand will cost $2bn, Mr Bremer said in an interview with The Washington

Post. He said Traq's economic needs were "almost impossible to exaggerate”. Providing clean water across the country alone will cost $16bn over the
next four vears,

This is on top of the $1bn a week the Pentagon says it costs to keep numbers of US soldiers in Iraq at their current levels. And this is the occupation that
was supposed to pay for itself, with revenues from Irag's vast oil reserves. But Mr Bremer said yesterday that Iragi revenues would not be enough. US
efforts to get Irag's oil flowing are not going well, plagued by sabotage, looting and the power shortages.

Under US oceupation, Iraq is only producing about 1.7 million barrels per day, Mr Bremer admitted, far less than its output of 2.5 to 3 million bpd

http:/inews.independent co.uk/low_res/story jsp7story=437775& host=3&dir=75 2-9-03
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before the war. And Mr Bremer does not expect to get oil production back to pre-war levels by October next year,

It means that Mr Bush will have to justify spending billions of American money in Iraq as he seeks re-election in 2004, Washington wants to get foreign
governments to help pay the bill for Irag, and is preparing for a donors' conference in Madrid in October. But the US may get the same answer it is
Eetting fmﬂ] fﬂf_ﬁdgﬁ Zovermnments to its requests for soldiers to serve in occupation forces: net unless the United Nations is given a say in running Irag
Mr Bremer is sticking to the US line, however. "What ... makes things better if the UN is in charge of reconstruction?” he agked.

= . ¥
Meanwhile, the US will have to find the §13bn that Mr Bremer said engineers need to fix Iraq's antiquated power grid over the next five years, He
called electric power "in many ways the kev (o reconstruction”, i

Power cuts have slowed progress in pumping oil and have led to severe fuel shortages, The power cuts and fuel shortages have added to growing
resentment of the occupation.

Iraq is producing about 3,330 megawatts a day, says Mr Bremer, less than the 4,000mw & day under Saddam Hussein and well short of the 6,000mw
needed to meet demand. The US administration has ordered a 400mw generator for Baghdad but does not expect to meet demand until next year.

"I keep reading stories about how it's a country in chaos,” Mr Bremer said, "This is simply not true. It's not a country in chaos,"

Events yesterday did litile to support his case, The killing of the two US soldiers brings to 64 the number killed in combat since President Bush declared
on 1 May that the war was over. The total now exceeds the number of US troops killed during the main combat phase of the invasion One of the soldiers
was killed in Fallujah, a town 30 miles west of Baghdad that has become a main resistance centre. Witnesses said a convoy drove over landmines
planted in the road. Three other soldiers were wounded in the incident. Another American soldier was killed in an attack ona US convoy in Baghdad,

Several attacks are believed to take place every day, but the occupation forces only confirm those in which their soldiers die, They will not confirm
those in which soldiers are injured or failed attempts.

In another incident three civilians and two Iraqgi police officers were killed in a shoot-out with criminals in Kahramaneh Square in the centre of
Baghdad Witnesses said the Iraqi police caught the eriminals in the middle of a robbery and when they tried to stop them a gunfight ensued.

Also in Middle East

Tragis mass for moderate cleric's funeral

"Saddam tape' denies role in Najaf massacre
US delays handover of Najaf to Polish troops

MHinisters in Iraq's first post-war cabinet named
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Iraq: People come first

Irag For decades the people of Irag have suffered appalling
human rights abuses and the devastati ng consaguences
of war and sconomic sanctions. For decades Amnesty
Act now! International's members and supparters hava campaignad
tirelessly for the rghts and dignity of lrag's people.
Peogle come first In a elimate of tear, many thousands of Iragie were killad
over the years by the security forces. Similar num bers
Latest News “disappeared” afler arest, Countiess people were
tartured, Impriannuq or executed for daring ts eppose the ”
1rag; Attack on N In gg;e;tr:izt ar far simply betonging o a parficular @ Tarry 3, Allen
Baghdad an attack on
Justice and human rghts The 1880-82 war between Iraq and Iran cost the lives of Contents
hundreds of thausands of young conscripts, After Iraq
Pk invaded Kuwait in August 1380, the US-led military 1. Campsigning an Irag
urther Information intervention to forea Ifag's withdrawal led to the destns of =~ 2 Decades of abuse
thousands more ‘The uprisings by Shi'a Muslims in the 3. Toll of war
Reconstruction after tha £olth and Kurds in the north that followed the 1994 Wl 4, Lawlgssness
War in [rag - the human were brutally crushed by Iraql forces, 5. ‘Disappearances'
rights yiew (feature) The UN-imposed scenomic sanctions on Irag flom 1800 6. Agenda for justice
contributed to the early desths of countiess peopla,
Background particularly children, and to widespread hardship. Frem g
o 1898 UK and US military forces carded out repaatad air Take action|
strikes, causing civiian casuallies, while maintaining "ne Act [ b
Recent documents fly 2ones™ in the nerth and south of the counfry. R PO R rghts
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The March/April 2003 war on Iraq by US and UK forcas in Iragl Click here
saw large numbers of Iragl cvilians kiked

With the end of the war, peace and security remained elusive as widespread lawlesaness and
vislence persisted. Unexploded cluster bombs pesed a continuing rigk, as did the lack of water and
elactrigity suppliss to towns. Hospitals, already starved of supplies, struggied to provids e most
basic help to the sick and Injured

Long-term stahility and human rghts protection in [rag
require the rude of law and transparent, accountable
systems of government that are based an respedt for
human rights and recognition of the parficular nesds of
women a8 well as ethnic and refigious groups without
discrimination,

Amnesty imernatonala efforts to draw attertion to the
human rights of all the people of Iraq over the decades
have frequently been grested by indifferance ot hostility
from gevernment leaders who put their own palitical
interests first

Thie Briefing, published in the wake of the 2003 war, shows that human rights must not be sublect
ta polifical, econamic and military interests if the long suffesing of Irac's people i to and Peaple
must come firgh

CY T

IRAQ: BACKGROUND In February 2003, before the
) start of the war, Amnesty
taq borders: Iran, Turkey, Syfia, Jordan, Saudi Arabia and  [rearnational handad te the UN
Kuwait. |t gained |ndependerice in 1532 and bacame etition signed by more than
republicin 1958. The Ba'ath Party took power in 1968, lad P
first by Ahmad Haean al-Bakr and from 1979 by Saddam 29,000 people In nearfy 290
Hussain, countries and tarritories calling on
the Security Council to assess the
More than half the estimated population of 24 milllen are human rghts and humanitarian
Sia Mugime wha lve mainly in the south Mostot e\ vuis oin e chvilian population

rest ni Muslims, alth @ i5 2 sizeabla :
cm:,;:nﬁ:;ﬂmunm, - ou e of any military action against Irag.

Ethnic minenity groupa include Assyrians, Kurds and Turkmen. Kurds are the largest ethnic
minuarity and live mostly in the north, After a 1570 autonomy agreement broke down in 1874,
fighting resumed batwaen Kurdish Pesh Mergs and Iragi forces. In 1891 the Iragl government
withdrew fram the Kurdish reglen, and since regional elections in mid-1882 lragl Kurdistan has
beean refatively autonomous,
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Published on Friday, July 4, 2003 by Agence France Presse
US Breaching Geneva Conventions Over

Iraq Nuclear Plant: Greenpeace

Environmental group Greenpeace accused US-led authorities in Iraq of breaching
international law and refusing to allow United Nations experts to assess
contamination at a nuclear plant near Baghdad.

The group says it has detected
worrying levels of radioactivity
in schools and homes around
the Tuwaitha nuclear plant,
around 20 kilometers (12 miles)
east of the capital, but that the
Coalition refuses to recognize
the problem.

The head of the group's Irag
investigation team, Mike
Townsley, said the US-led
occupation authority was
breaching the Geneva
Conventions "by failing in its
responsibility to ensure the
public health of the Iraqi
people”,

The conventions lay out the
legal obligations of an
occupying power, as well as the
rules of war and treatment of
prisoners.

Townsley said that coalition
authorities were ignoring what

he called an urgent A US soldier pushes a Uranium ‘yellow cake' barrel which was

i isi brought by Greenpeace activists for a pratest outside the
anwmnme"tﬂ' hea"h i former Iragi Presidential Palace, which now houses the US
caused by a "frightening array Administration office In Iraq, Friday July 4, 2003 in Baghdad,
of radioactive material". The envirenmentalist group Is calling tha attention of the US

civilian administration to take action in safeguarding the
nuclear fadility in Tuwaitha which allegedly can be disastrous
The group brought a barrel dus to high radiation lavels after it was looted during the war,

containing a radioactive sample (AP Photo/Bullit Marquez)
of yellow cake — one of the : _
main ingredients used for making nuclear fuel — to coalition headquarters in

Baghdad to press its case.

Radioactive material was looted from the plant in the chaos that followed the
collapse of Saddam Hussein's regime on April 9.

Greenpeace says it has noticed an increase in reports of illnesses with symptoms

L

e
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consistent with i . s
deal with the sit;aa?ii::?n poisoning, adding that jocal doctors are l-equipped to

Iﬁﬁﬁ%'ig;;g;;?gﬂattl ok 19gether with a letter addressed to the top US civi
! » 10 his offices in a former i
but was refused entry, Townsley fold AFP. mer palace in central Baghdad,

In the letter, which was acc i i

siter, w epted by a coalition official, the group said: "We urge
you to immediately meet your obligations to protect the heaith of those who live
around Iraq's nuclear sites.

"We urge you to immediately meet your obligation to protect public health by
calling on the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to mount an urgent
investigation into radioactive contamination around Al-Tuwaitha"

T_he group said it believed there was sufficient evidence for Bremer to reassess his
view there was no health risk posed by the plant.

The group says Bremer's administration has repeatedly denied that the Tuwaitha
plant represents a threat to public health and says it has blocked efforts to allow
the IEAE to access the plant.

The Iragi atomic energy commission, along with the IAEA and the US amy's own
radiation protection unit's chief, Colone| Mark Melanson, has recommended that a
UN team be allowed to assess the situation at the plant, Townsley said.

“The reason they (the IAEA) can't getin is because their entry is being blocked by
the US administration,” Townsley said.

Greenpeace said last week that it had uncovered radioactivity in a number of
buildings, including one source measuring 10,000 times above normal and
another, outside a primary school, measuring 3,000 times above normal.

Locals were still storing radioactive barrels and lids in their houses and several
objects carrying radioactive symbols lay discarded in the community.

But an IAEA team last month found most of the uranium feared stolen from
Tuwaitha, Science magazine reported on June 20.

Copyright 2003 AFP
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
PRESS RELEASE

Al Index; MDE 14/186/2003 {FPublic)
News Senvice Mo 201
28 August 2003

Iraq: Occupying powers have a duty to
protect civilians and prevent an escalation of
violence

Amnesty International today expressed concarn that four monthe after the US announced the end
of hostiltier, the security situation in Iraq was degrading rathet than imptoving, and wamed that
the recent spate of viclence threatened fo deveiop into a civil strife.

“The Occupation Powems must stand up to their abligations and maintain security, law and erder in
lra,” Amnesty |nternational ssid. "They have a duly to avert any escalation of violenca and
reprizal kilings.

At least 80 people wers kiled and 240 injured in & car bomb Friday in tha city of Majal. Thoss
klled included senior Shi'a dere Mohammed Bagar al-Hakim, leader of the Suprems Coundil for

http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGMDE1 41662003 70pen& of<ENG-IRQ
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Hu the Islamic Revalution in Iraq (SCIRI) whe died whan the bamb explodad after the Friday prayers.
man Rights Three poople wera kiled tast Sunday in a bomb attack on the office In Najaf of Shi‘a clerie
Iraq Crisis hame paga Ayalolizh Mohammed Saced al-Hakim who wae wounded,
Twenty-thiee people died in an attack on the United Mations eompeund In Baghdad 15 August.
::‘;“;‘:m:ﬁ:nﬂ;: Saro Visira de Mello, the Specicl Representative of the Urited Nations (UN) Secratary onerat
q-

in Iraq was killed in the atiack.
nights view, read morg
“Civiliane must never be & target” Amnesty International £aid. "This cycle of vidlenos can only

Iraq’s bloody past exposed, further deatrey hopes for peace and justice for Iracke."
mad moge Thase who have organized such attacks must be brought te justice and tried according to
intermaticnal standzrds for fair trial, the organization stresaed.

Annual repore entries: ;

Amnesly Intermnational cautioned before the beginning of war in |rag of the danger of 3 eycle of
2003, 2092, ﬁﬂ? 2000, reprisal kiflings that wouid lead to civilian casualtios in the event of milltary Intervestion
lﬂ&r Lml _l

"Thea only future for traq s ane of justics and the rule of I, Arnmesty International said. ragl
people deserve stability, seourity and peace, not more bloodshed "

For more Infoemation plesse contact Kamal Samarl on «44 7778 472 126 or Nicole Chousiry on
+44 7831 640 170

Pubfic Document

For more Infosmation plazes cali Amnesty International’s press office in Londan, UK, on +44 20
7413 5566
Amnesty International, 1 Easton St, Landon WS 14 00W, web: hitp:thawn aminesty arg

Far latest human rights news view htpciinews amnesty crg

Back iz Top **
Al INDEX: MDE 14166/2003 28 August 2003 &= Frintar trardly

Related Documents.

http:/fweb.amnesty. org/library/Index/ENGMDE 141662003 ?open&of=ENG-IRQ 2
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Al a time whan insecurlty s on the rlse in Baghdad, women and girls In Baghdad told Human Rights Watch that the Insecurity and fear of sexual
vielence or abduction is keeping them in their homes, out of schools, and away from work and laoking for emplaymant. The failure of the
QCCURYing power to protect women and girls from violence, and redress it when it occurs, has both immediate and long-term negative
implications for the safaty of women and girls and for their participation in post-war Efe In Irag.

Reports of sexual vislance and abduction of women and gitls abound in Baghdad. Medical practiionars, victims, witnesses, and faw
enforcement authorities have documented some of these erimes. Human Rights Walch iz eoncemed that many other cases go unreported and
uninvestigated. Seme women and girls fear that raporting sexual vislence may provoke “hanor killings and social stigmalizaticn, For others, the
obstacles to fifing and pUrsuing a police complaint or abtaining a forensic examination that weuld provide fagal proof of sexual viglenca hamper
them from fecelving medical altention and Pursuing [ustice. Without & referral from the police, women and girls cannot receiva forensic
axaminations and, in some cases, women and girls wha have sought sssistance for sexual viclenca wera refused medical attention hacaysa
some hospital stsff do net regard reating victims of sexual violence as thelr responsibility, or give such cara low priorty given their imited
fesaurces dus to the war and in s aftermath, Whatever the resson, both documented and rumored stories of sexual viclence and abduction arg

fany of the prableme in addressing sexual vislence and abduction against women and girts derive from the U5 -led coalition forces and civilian
administration's failura to provide pubfic security in Baghdad. The public security vacuum in Baghdad has heightened the vulnerability of woman
and girls to sexual violence and abduction, The police force s conziderably smaller and more poorly managed when compared to prior to the

are lost Many hospitals and the forensic institute are unable to aperate bwenty-four hours a day as they did before the war, thus preventing
Women from obtaining medical treatment and the forensic examinafions necessary to document sexual violence in a fimaly manner.

standards.! In the meantime, as tha occupying pawer, LS -led coalifion forces haye the respansibility to ensure pubiic order and address Irag's
law enforcement needs,

Other problems in addressing sexual vislence and abduction in Baghdad, and Irag more broadly, are long-term problems that have needed to
be addressed for many years. Women and girls ive in an atmosphera where, if they are raped or even believed to have been raped, they have
poor legal recourse and have well-grounded fears af social ostracism, rejection by their families, and even physical violence, Although rape and

hﬂp:ffh:w.nrgfrepomﬂﬂmﬁmqﬂ?ﬂiﬂ itm
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abdintion are 8303us 388 Lros s I, therrs i 1 lg g 1o el cnltarel siigana i shame altackad 6 raps sl posiio s vidlins as the
wangtoer aad ton ety etusen or eats le<leniy e 16 paatin
Muriaver, iy sro.prowsons |n brae Jaw that od e se

and girs froin hes e violallons, S sme 2l te nce dla

Do b 63 nel isdagdal e prodast U rsan fghts of women
£ e Fnod Cor o out allogs aman 1o i atimdshment far
abdugtion by’ rarring the vieling and alkv feesigiies iy redoerdses fene -cib g honor killings, for raps end ather cazes of sexual
viglence, In 3ediflon to these bariers nthe law, Humat fights Watch investigatos casss whers police wera reluctant 1o investigals cases of
sexual v olaics o abdiclicn and other cases where the 2 lice have bames the victim, doubted her credibility, showed indifference, or
eontuct 1 inaYecuate investigations. For these reagsans, nény women are reluctant to fle a camplaint.

At the fine of st 1g, plans for Irag's reconstruction are taking shape and the rghts of women and girls are al stake, It I= ss=ential that all parties
invohied 7 these plann address the state's inadequate protection of the rights of women and girls. Those involved In the recanstruction process
shoubd ensury e ane sxisting and new trends toward treafing women and girls unequally before the law and discouraging women and girls
from rep.ordrg sesual sslencs, or punishing women and girls for being the victims of crimes of sexual viclence, are countered.

Methodology

This repor | bz f on research conducted by Human Rights Watch in Baghdad, Iraq, from May 27, 2003 to June 20, 2003, A female
researcher condusded over seventy interviews with victims of sexual vislence and abduction, Iragi police officers, U.5. mistary poliee afficers,
LLS. civil 2Huirs ofiicers, health practitioners, nongovernmantal organizations, Intergevemnmental oraanizetons, and members of the GEA.
Human Rights Waich found twanty-five credibie reperts of wemen who were victims of sexual vislence or abducted, and took direst testimony
from four victims, Because of the exirems consequences that face victims of sexual violence, all victims' names in this report are pseudanyms,

and other details have been omitted in order to protect the confidentiality of the women and girls who agreed to share thelr experiences with
Human Rights Waich.

Recommendations
To the Cealition Provisional Authority (CPA) and Iragi authorities:

= Abide by irternational standards that ban sexual violence and discrimination against women and children, with particular regard to the
Convention on the EEmination of All Forms of Dicrimination against Women and the Convantion on the Rights of the Child.

= As part of general judicial reform, examine legislation that in intent or effect treat women and girls unequally, and legislation relating to
rape and ofher sexual violence against women and girks to ensure its compliance with international standards. In particular, repeal Iragl
Penal Code articles 398 and 427,

o Take measures to include women inte the police force, Including by establishing spedal units with women siaff to deal with saxual crimes.

= Establish a clear protocol for investigating sexual violence. This protocol should specify, amoeng other things, haw and where viclims of
sexual violence are to receive forensic medical attention. Distribute this protocol to all relevant Iraqi or other officials.

» The Minisiry of Labor and Sodial Affairs should strengthen support services for victime of rape and sexual vislenca, such as counseling,
testing, heath and medical sarvices, legal and financial services,

; L e T ]
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* The Ministry of Interior and its coalition advisors should ensure that investigating officers handling sexual violence, abduction, and rape
::asss miﬁ in such investigations and ba trained in the issues surounding gender vislence and the use of medical and othar
Orensic BMCE.

To the U.5.-led coalition military forces:

Until the Iragi police are fully capable of deing so, the U.S. should deploy a special investigative unit to invesfigate sex-based and

trafficking crimes against women and girls. This unit should comprise experienced individuals trained in such work, and should employ
fermale as well as male investigators and translators.

Train military and Iragi police about the need for sexual violenoe victims to have access to Immediate medical and forensic attantion for
the collection of avidenca.

Clarify lines of communication between civil affsirs officars, whom many wamen, girls, or their relafives may approach to report crimes of
sexual viclence, and the military police and Iragi pofice, to ensure maximum coordination and information-sharing about cases, leads, and
patterns.

Until Iragl police forces are able to do so, publish and widely disseminate crime statistics, which would Inciude bath crime reports.
recoived as well as parpatratars apprehended, Work with the fragi police to ensure that Iragi record-kesping matches that of coalifion
foraas;

To the condr cornmunity;

Special pripty showld be given to programs that:

+ Raview and raferm existing laws to ensure that they ere consistent with Iraq’s obligations under international human rights standards, do
riot discrimingte on the basis of sex of gender, and afford women and girls equality of access and oppofunity.

Tialn law enforcemen: and juricial personnel in recognizing, investigating, and proseculing sexual violence, including sexual vialence
sqsinet childizn 2id ossist law enforcement agencies in acquiring necessary foremnsic skilis and equlpment for investigating casss of
ol violerce

® Provids lingicie snd 1aohn'sal sseistines to civil society organizations providing services fo women .E'.”d girls who have suffered sexual
visderce, Iaitekine | B s mertaga, of whe faar resrisals from their families in the form of honer” Filngs. Such services may include
ghie dar, & -diras, courewing and tuating, ond medical aus'sts nes, sl shaud e sensFive 1o the spedal nesds of strest children,
[ el el Hlaoee pegans, a7id e higiads, and ek of & sl g ancialcoe . oe
Index | o
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Global Anti-War Groups Monitor
Occupation Abuses In Iraq

BAGHDAD, July 9 il
(IslamOnline.net
& News Agencies)
- After failing to
stop the Iraq
occupation, the
global anti-war
movement
announced
Wednesday, July
9, it had
established a
center in
Baghdad to
monitor abuses by the U.S.-led coalition forces
occupying Irag.

ha new Watch Center is axpected to highlight
atrocities against Iragi civilians

The "International Occupation Watch Center” will
investigate and report on abuses such as "illegal
detentions, the dismissal of more than 100,000
employees, improper searches, illegal seizures of
properties,”" according to Ted Lewis of non-
governmental organization Global Exchange, reported
Agence France-Presse (AFP).

"There were 40 million people in the streets against
the war," said Medea Benjamin of United for Peace

and Justice, an organization that groups some 600

anti-war non-governmental organizations.

"This is a reorganization of the anti-war movement to
say 'no' to the occupation,” she told AFP.

Coalition forces "must provide basic security and
deliver basic services," Lewis of Global Exchange
added.

On the political level, Benjamin said the 25-member
"transitory governing council" which U.S. overseer of
Iraq Paul Bremer said he will unveil in the next two

‘weeks would be nothing more than a "puppet

government."

"A government selected by the coalition in a totally
secretive process (is) a puppet government,” she
said, lamenting the lack of transparency that was also
applied to business contracts to help rebuild Irag.

http://www.islamonline.org/English/News/2003-07/09/article09.shtml
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"They give the cont
: racts to U.S. co
cl ; rporations with
OSe ties with the Bush administration," she said. = Have a Safe
The U.S.-led . Summer!
drew w '!;* campaign to invade and occupy Iraq » Is Canadian
| Hel . o orid-wide unprecedented criticism on all levels. Media Sensitive
| MUBRUIITICTY - °/f caused a rift in the United Nation's Sacurity to Minorities?
| SRECS Y -OUncll with the anti-war camp, led by Germany, ol e
: ol e for L

E:ance and Rusgia, blocking a resolution authorizing
mi;:]ar by the invasion camp, led by Washington and
n.

Three months now have passed since the fall of
Baghdad and the Occupation coalition is coming under
heatgd criticism inside Iraq for fail ing to meet its
prfmlses of “liberating” the Iragis and granting them
a "new, secure, prosperous and democratic life”,

It is also under harsh criticism internationally for

'/?,) failing so far to come up with any tangible evidence

NI backing up the case for launching the invasion in the
first place; namely, the Iragi weapons of mass
destruction,

Both U.S. President George W. Bush and British Prime
Minister Tony Blair are under fire at home for
reportedly ‘misrepresenting information and - in some
cases - using forged documents to win domestic
support for the controversial occupation,

Before the end of the invasion, the Swiss Foreign
Ministry had decided to document U.S.-British war
crimes against Iraqi civilians on a separate section
within its website.

Swiss Foreign Minister Micheline Calmy Rey Monday,
March 31, was quoted by the German paper
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung as saying that the
section - operational since Monday morning - gathers
” information and data from credible and documented
sources, adding names of new victims would be added

on an hourly basis.

The initial data available so far reveals the dirtiness of
U.S.-British warmongers, the fakeness of their claims
about a clean war, as well as their indifference to the
lives of innocent, unarmed Iraqi civilians, Rey,
member of the ruling Socialist, Democratic Party, was

quoted by the paper as saying.

However, the move was killed before it even got
started, due to huge pressures and the difficulty of

obtaining related documents.
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[This is the print version of story http:/www.abe.net.aw/news/hewsitems/s823972 htm]

AEST

Red Cross tells horror of war

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is reporting high numbers of
civilian casualties throughout Iraq.

ICRC spokesman in Baghdad Roland Huguenen-Benjamin says an average of 100
civilian casualties a day are being recorded at hospitals in the capital.

Mr Benjamin says he and his staff have also been shocked by the numbers of dead and
injured in a hospital in the town of Hila, 100 kilometres south of Iraq.

"That hospital where we had a chance of travelling with our own surgecn was utterly
overwhelmed by hundreds of civilian casualties brought in, in just over 48 hours," he
said.

"And there were lots and lots of dead bodies that were practically dismembered by the
violence of the explosion they had been subjected to."

© 2003 Australian Broadcasting Corporation

Copyright information: http://abe.net.aw/common/copyrigh.htm

Privacy information: http://abc.net.au/privacy htm
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i Secret Bechtel Documents Reveal:

Yes, It Is About Oil
By DAVID LINDORFF

Is the war against Iraq all about o0il? Not to hear
Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld tell it. Back on
Nov. 15, he called the notion that oil was the real
reason behind the Bush administration's drive
against Saddam Hussein "nonsense," saying, "It
has nothing to do with oil, literally nothing to do
with oil."

: ¥ ] t 1 ; Sa
L T N — F i

But a new study released by the Institute for Policy
Studies, based upon secret diplomatic cables just
declassified by the National Archives, and internal
communications of the Bechtel Corporation,
suggests just the opposite?that oil is the
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underlying cause of this war.

The study, which discloses the intimate links
between the Bechtel Corporation and Bechtel
executives and U.S. policy towards Iraq, also
shows that some key players in the push for
America's war against Iraq, including Rumsfeld,
Vice President Dick Cheney, and other former
Reagan administration officials Roer Rubmson
Judge William B. Clark and :

Robert McFarlane, have been
intimately involved in issues
relating to Iraqi oil as far back
as the1980s.

Titled "Crude Vision: How Oil
Interests Obscured US
Government Focus on Chemical gg
Weapons Use by Saddam :
Hussein," this report traces an
intense effort by Reagan
officials in the mid-OE80s to
win Hussein's approval for a $2-billion oil pipeline
to be built by Bechtel, running from the Euphrates
oilfields in southern Iraq westward to Jordan and
the Gulf of Agaba.

A key player in that effort was Rumsfeld, then the
CEO of Searle drugs, the giant phramaceutical
company.

One particularly revealing 1983 memo, declassified
for the first time in February by the National
Archives, concerns a trip by Rumsfeld to Iraq.
Acting as a special White House "peace envoy"
allegedly to discuss with Hussein and then foreign
minister Tarik Aziz the bloody war between Iran
and Iraq, Rumsfeld turns out according to this
memo to have been talking not about that war,
but about Bechtel's proposed Agaba pipeline.

In his memo to Secretary of State George Schultz
reporting on the meeting with Hussein, Rumsfeld
talks at length about the pipeline discussion, but
makes no mention of having discussed either the
war or charges that Hussein's army was using
chemical weapons against the Iranians.

The intense focus of Rumsfeld, Schultz (a former

http://www.counterpunch.org/lindorff04092003 html 4-9-03
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president of Bechtel), Cheney and other Reagan
officials, in concert with Bechtel, on the pipeline,
reads like an abbreviated, or mini "Pentagon
Papers," laying the groundwork for a collapse in
relations between the U.S. and Iraq, and
eventually to

war. The documents also cast Bechtel's current
position as one of two top candidates for the
lucrative contract to "rebuild Iraq" in a troubling
light.

~ As American troops press into Baghdad, and Iraqi

casualties run into the thousands, Counterpunch
speaks with Jim Valette, director of research at the
Sustainable Energy and Economy Network, and
one of the three authors of "Crude Vision."

Q: What prompted this study?

A: We were examing the interconnections between
private corporations and the U.S. government in
the pursuit of oil worldwide since 1995--principally
the U.S. financing --through the World Bank and
US agencies like the Export-Import Bank and the
Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC),
etc.?of that pursuit. But what has clearly occurred
in recent months has been clearly an even more
serious expression of this pursuit of fossil fuels for
the benefit of Big Oil, which is an extention of this
relation into the military role. And so we're looking
at the deployment of troops and paramilitaries
financed by the U.S. government worldwide, and
of course the most serious conflict of interest is in
Iraqg. In the course of that research we saw the
beginning and end of the story of American efforts
to gain control of Iraqg's oilfields, the beginning
being Rumsfeld's meeting with Saddam Hussein in
Deecemer 1983 to the end, which was the
Independent Counsel's investigation of the
Attorney General, at the time, Edwin Meese, and
his relationship with one of the brokers of the
pipeline, E Robert Wallachs. Before this nobody
had connected the dots between Rumsfeld and the
Meese investigation and nobody had examined
exactly how dominant this pipeline project was in
the diplomacy and the burgeoning relationship
between the Reagan administration and Saddam
Hussein. It was in that context that we came

hitp://www.counterpunch.org/lindorff04092003 html 4-9-03
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memoranda related to the Aqaba pipeline project.
It was a real eye-opener to us to see how
interwomen Bechtel's interests were with the
Reagan Administration.

Q. Welre talking about stuff that happened almost
20 years ago. How is this relevant to what's
happening in Iraq now?

A: This story, I think, is timely even though it's 20
years old because Bechtel is back now, as the
likely winner of the contract to rebuild Iraq's
infrastructure, and many of those Reagan
administration officials are back, and they are
poised to get their hands on Irag's oil again.

Q: So what is new here?

A: The release in February by the National
Archives of cables back and forth between
Washington and U.S. diplomats in the Middle East
around the time of 1983 and 1984 disclose for the
first time what really transpired in Rumsfeld's
meetings with Saddam and other Iraqi officials.
What had previously been reported was that
Rumsfeld had a cozy meeting with Saddam in
Baghdad in December 1983. In the past, the focus
was on whether or not he had raised the issue of
Saddam's use of chemical arms against Iran. But
what the actual memoranda show is that a big part
of Rumsfeld's discussion with Saddam Hussein was
this new proposal from Bechtel to build a pipeline
form Iraq to Jordan. I mean Rumsfeld was
executing the marching

orders of George Schultz, who was the Secretary
of State, but who came directly from the
presidency of Bechtel to the Reagan
administration. The documents released by the
National Security Archive suggest that what was
going on then had quite a bit to do with oil--
certainly more than had been known before.

Q: Before the release of those documents we
didn't know that Rumsfeld was talking about a
pipeline?

A: Right. Right. I mean it was reported that when

http://www.counterpunch.org/lindorff04092003 . html 4-9-03
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Uri Avnery he was there he didn't raise an issue with Saddam
Roadmap to Nowhere about the use of chemical weapons, even though
there were reports coming out of Iran that

Chris Floyd Saddam was dropping chemical bombs on Iranian
Hell for Leather: Bombs, troops.

Bullets, Bibles and Bush

o Q: So we knew before what he didn't talk about,
William Cook but not what he was talking about?and that was
Would You Have Sent Your the pipeline?

Son (or Daughter) Off to

War If... A: .Right, he was there sort of as a bagman for
Bechtel. And then there were documents I found in
Gila Svirsky the government's National Archives that showed

A Busy Day for Bulldozers the extensive involvement of Reagan officials and
the very close relationship they had with Bechtel

Mike Ferner officials, in pursuing this pipeline over the next two
Back from Baghdad: What years. We sort of connected the dots between

Next for the Peace what was in these National Security Archives and
Movement? what was known in the general coverage over the ™

last 15 years.
Joanne Mariner

Civilian Deaths and Official Q: How important was this pipeline in terms of

Apologies <U.S.-Iragi> relations?

John Stanton A: It was the focus of U.S. relations with Iraq for

Bush Takes His Killing several years, right through the period that Iraq

Orders from the Lord was locked in a bitter war with Iran. In one 1984
internal company memo, Bechtel executive H. B.

Romi Mahajan Scott exhorts his colleagues at Bechtel, after it

Learning to Count the appeared that all this diplomacy by Rumsfeld

Dead seemed to be paying off, "I cannot emphasise
enough the need for maximum

Aluf Benn

After Iraq, US Vows to Bechtel management effort at all levels of the U.S. -

Deal with Other Mideast government and industry to support this project, It =

Regimes has significant political overtones. The time may
be ripe for this project to move promptly with very

Mary Ellen Peterson significant rewards to Bechtel for having made it

Gay Marine Refuses to possible." And in these documents we see how

Fight tightly interwoven this management effort is with
their former colleagues such as George Schultz in

William MacDougall the State Department in implementing this

Country Music and th initiative. It shows how corporations take

Crimes of Patriotism advantage of U.S. geopolitics in the region and
how they try to profit from those geopolitical

Ron Jacobs developments. Another important memo was in

War and Occupation July of 1985, after Bechtel had run into some
difficulties in assuaging Saddam's fears about

Bernie Pattison potential Israeli threats to the pipeline. Bechtel

http://www.counterpunch.org/lindorff04092003 html 4-9-03
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and the State Department were having trouble
getting the right degree of assurance from the
Isreaeli Labor Party [then the ruling party in
Israwl] that the pipeline would be off limits to
attack. Bechtel and the Reagan administration
officials were trying to get absolute assurance from

the Labor Party that the pipeline would absolutely
not be

attacked. There were some frustrations to that
approach in 1985, and so Bechtel hired a couple of
very close friends of the Reagan administration to
sort out the deal. In July of 1985, pipeline
promoters hired Judge Jim Clark, who was
considered Reagan's right hand man. He had just
left government to go into private business.
There's a memo from Judge Clark saying that he's
"on board" and laying out the terms of his
involvement, which were $500 an hour, and saying
he'd be flying to Baghdad, not as a private
consultant, but representing himself as a White
House representative. That memorandum, which is
avialable on our website
(<www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB82>),
shows how blurry that revolving door had become.
He's working for the government while he's
simultaneously getting paid as an agent for
Bechtel.

Q: Okay, so we have the evidence that there was
this big concern about getting this big pipeline for
Bechtel, and the interest in getting oil out without
it having to go through the Persian Gulf. But
wasn't that a legitimate national security concern
for the U.S., given Iran's political situation and its
hostility towards America?

=

A: Well, it has been long-standing US national
security policy on paper

that threats to the free flow of oil are threats to
national security, and this is what we're getting at
here. Is this pursuit of oil or the pursuit of empire?
Some folks define what's going on in Iraq as U.S.
pursuit of empire, but right now it's really two
sides of the same coin. And this policy of

pursuing oil and empire is coming up against all
sorts of realities now that weren't well understood

http://www.counterpunch. org/lindorff04092003. html 4-9-03
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back in the 1980s. On the National security side,
this pursuit of oil wealth at all costs has huge costs
to democracy and human rights. It's creating a
backlash in the Middle East and elsewhere that has
had some horrible expressions recently.

Q: The pipeline never got built though. What
happened?

A! In the end, Saddam decided that Bechtel was
trying to charge too much for the project, and so
he killed the project and instead went with a
pipeline connecting into pipelines in Turkey and
into Saudi Arabia, but avoiding the Straits of
Hormuz.

Q: Do you expect to see the Agaba pipeline
revived?

A: Maybe, maybe not. I've seen reports now of
Israel looking to build a pipeline from Iraqg to the
Golan Heights. It's not the same project as
Bechtel's Agaba pipeline idea. Bechtel asked the
Commerce Department to keep the Agaba pipeline
registered as an active project for years, but it's
probably less necessary now for the U.S. and
Bechtel. The pipelines to Saudi Arabia and Turkey
give an alternative route for oil to the Persian Gulf,
and Bechtel gets into Iraq as a contractor to
rebuild Iraqg after the war. Right now, according to
an article in the Wall Street Journal, Bechtel is one
of the two finalists for the Iraq reconstruction job,
along with Parson's group, which has Halliburton
as a secondary contractor. Halliburton is Vice
President Cheney's former company [Note: Cheney
is still receiving payments from Halliburton]. That
was reported in the Wall Street Journal

today (April 2). They're both on the short list.
Halliburton sort of stepped back for obvious
reasons but theylre still in there with Parsons.

A: Aside from the unseemly picture of two well
connected companies getting an inside track for all
that post-war business in Iraq, why do you find the
Bechtel involvement in this situation so troubling?

Q: Schultz worked at Bechtel. So did (Reagan
Defense Secretary) Caspar Weinberger. There

http://www.counterpunch.org/lindorff04092003.html 4-9-03
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were a lot of Bechtel people in the government in
the '80s at the same time that the Iragi's were
gassing the Iranis. The same people are now
formulating the plans for a coming U.S. occupation
of Iraq, and in turn, the same people will be given
the spoils of war--whether it's Parsons and
Halliburton or Bechtel. It's all kind of circular back
to the 1980s, you know -- completing unfinished
business--getting American companies back in
there after their being shut out since 1991 and the
first Gulf War. Bechtel was also listed by Iraq in its
report to the U.N. weapons inspectors as one of
the companies that helped supply Saddam with
equipment and knowledge for making chemical
weapons. Bechtel in the 1980s was prime
contractor on PC 1 and 2, two petrochemical plants
constructed in Irag which had dual-use capacity.
So I guess the bottom line is that the Bush-
Cheney-Rumsfeld squad are now holding Saddam
Hussein accountable for chemical weapons of mass
destruction--the same weapons which these same
officials ignored in pursuit of the Agaba pipeline
project. And now we are going to reward the
pipeline promoter with massive contracts for
reconstruction resulting from this policy. There is
just such hypocricy in all this.

Q: This all seems like a kind of mini-Pentagon
Papers, laying out the early roots of this war.

A: It's not as much of a blue-print as was the
Pentagon Papers, but these memos and
documents do show how business gets done in
Washington, how it was conducted in the 1980s
and how it's probably being conducted now behind
closed doors under secret bidding processes. And
it shows how the origins of American conflict with
Iraq involve control of and access to oil.

Q: Can you see any signs that the current war is
linked directly to 0il? I mean the administration
has given so many reasons for going to war I'm
surprised they haven't gotten to oil. I remember in
1991, the first Bush said it was about jobs, which
equates pretty quickly to oil. But they didn't say
that this time around.

A: Yeah, they've redacted any reference to oil from
their language. Maybe that's the best evidence

4-9-03
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t ] that that's what it's really about, because it's

Search logical. I mean Bush the first in his national

C security papers defined the free flow of oil as a
ounterPunch national security priority, as did President Clinton

| in his final months in office. He released a national

|SUpEr Saver Sﬁippiﬁg‘ security paper that said that the free flow of oil is 2

| R on, national security priority that must be enforced

| Rb‘é?""$25 with military might if necessary. The current Bush

| came out with the national security strategy that

} ﬂ:inm (r:edacteddthls Iong-stan!;jing text dating back to the

| arter administration, but at the same time you

!mm%onﬂﬂm had this Cheney energy policy that continues this

idea of the necessity of a "diverse and free supply
of oil" without the military language. And actually
you had Cheney kind of kick off the whole war
fever last August in a speech to the Veterans of
Foreign Wars. He cited the specter of Saddam
Hussein with his weapons of mass destruction
threatening the flow of oil from the region. Then g
immediately afterwards, any kind of reference like
that vanished from the Bush administration's
rhetoric, to the point that Secretary of Defense
Rumsfeld called any kind of association of the
current conflict with oil to be an "absurdity." So
there is no document or strategy paper now that
says "we must invade

Iraq because our US oil companies have been shut

out of this second largest reservoir of oil for the

last 20 years," but who knows what we'll find in

the National Archives 20 years from now? It's a
circumstantial case, but that's as good as we can

do now. And logic certainly has its place as well. I
mean, the question is why are the weapons of ®
mass destruction today a cause for war when
these very same weapons were ignored by the

same officials 20 years ago when they were being
used. What has changed is that other national oil
companies--French, Russian and Chinese--have

gotten into Iraq, while U.S. companies were being
frozen out. I'm sure there are other factors.

Certainly the Kuwait invasion didn't help U.S

relations with Saddam, and since Kuwait, Saddam
signed very lucrative oil contracts with the French,
Russians, Chinese and others.

Q: You made the point in your paper that US

relations started to tank with Iraq after the
rejection of the oil pipeline.

http://www.counterpunch.org/lindorff04092003 htmi 4-9-03
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A: That's true. There was a shift away from Iraq to
Iran right at that time, but I should say that
Reagan and Bush the First both played both sides
of the fence for a while, even after the pipeline
project collapsed. You had the Iran Contra deal,
but at the same time the U.S. was providing Iraq
with intelligence about Iranian troop movements.
And the U.S. did extend commodity credits
through the Agriculture Department that Saddam
then parlayed into arms. And there were the
chemical plants that Bechtel helped build. So it's
been quirkier than that. But certainly the end of
the pipeline destroyed oil relations.

Q: What do you think led to the current war.
What's the oll link?

A: Look at what's in Iraq and what's undeveloped.
Iraqg represents a major insurance package against
any kind of political overhaul in Saudi Arabia or
problems elsewhere in the Middle East. Look at the
policy that people like Rumsfeld and others were
recommending in the 1990s leading up to this war
and they certainly cited the threat of Saddam
Hussein to regional oil supplies as a cause for war.
Certainly if the Bechtel pipeline had been built, the
course of Iraqgi-U.S. relations would have been
much different. The failure of that pipeline set into
motion a much different course for those relations.

A: So having control of Iraqi oil is still a key issue?

Q: It's the sole reason why the Persian Gulf region
and Iraq have been a United States national
security concern for so long. It's not geography.

Q: So what would you say is the lesson of all this?

A: The lesson is that when it comes to oil, a
dictator is friendly to the U.S. when he's willing to
do business and he's a mortal enemy when he's
not. That has been the driving force behind
national security policy, especially since the fall of
the Soviet Union. Oil and national security policy
were all submerged in the context of the Cold War.
But once that Cold War collapsed, now it's a no-
holds-barred battle for oil globally, and the U.S.
has seen itself cut out of the world's second
largest reserve of oil--and oil that is very

http://www.counterpunch.org/lindorff04092003 html 4-9-03
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inexpensive to extract. So with the U.S. shut out
of Iraq, certainly it makes the trigger fingers of
U.S. policy-makers itchy. And whether it's a blood
feud or a war for oil, it's just a tragedy that the
people of Irag and our own sons and daughters
and brothers and sisters are paying the price.

Dave Lindorff is the author of Killing Time: an

Investigation into the Death Row Case of Mumia
Abu-Jamal. A collection of Lindorff's stories can be

found here: http://www.nwuphilly.org/dave.html

Today's Features

David Lindorff
Killing the Messengers: It Doesn't Matter If It's
Deliberate or Accidental

Richard Lichtman
Dr. Phil in the Trenches

John Brown
Why Uncle Ben Hasn't Sold Uncle Sam: a Former

Foreign Service Staffer on Bush's Policy Failures

Ben Terrall

Report from the Oakland Docks: "The Cops Had No
Reason to Open Up on Them"

Jason Leopold
FERC and Wall Street: Conversations May Have

Violated Federal Law

Anthony Gancarski
Conyers Heeds the Call on Perle

Linda Heard
Journalists Die, the Networks Lie, Iragis Ask
IIW h: !?f!

Ahmad Faruqui
Wallowing in Hypocrisy

Wallace Gagne
Baghdad Babbl

Harry Browne
Report from the Protests at the Bush/Blair Summit

http://www.counterpunch.org/lindorff04092003 html 4-9-03

i



David Lindorff: Secret Bechtel Documents Show: Yes, the War Is About Oil! pagimad2 van 12

Larry Kearney
I Understand There's a Boy in a Baghdad Hospital

Steve Perry
War Web Log 4/8

Keep Cou nterPuncIri; Alive:
Make a Tax-Deductible Donation Today Onlinet

home / subscribe / about us / books / archives / search / links /

http://www.counterpunch.org/lindorff04092003 . html 4-9-03



350 Fifth Ave 34™ Floor
New York, N.Y. 10118-3299
http:/fwww hirw,

(212) 250-4700

IRAQ

Vol. 15, No. 7 (E)—June 2003

An al-Falluja man with a photograph of his son, killed by U.S.

troops during the April 28th demonstration.

{c) 2003 Peter Bouckaert/Human Rights Watch
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All the children came back and | asked if
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know where he was, they thought he had
come home before them. | was searching
for my boy near the school but | could not
find him. As | heard from the mosque
loudspeakers, there were some wounded
on the sireets and people must give blood.
So | went to the hospilal to look for my
boy. When | got to the hospital, | saw my
brother ‘lsam getting the body and he
gave it to me.
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.. Under intemational humanitarian law, the United States, as the occupying power in Iraq, has the
obligation to restore and ensure public order and safety, in conformity with international human rights standards.
Wth €ngaged in law enforcement functions, such as crowd control, law enforcement standards should govern
their response. The United Nations Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms, by Law Enforcement
Officials applies to all those who exercise police powers, particularly the powers of arrest and detention, including
soldiers when they are acting in this capacity, Law enforcement officials may use lethal force only “when strictly
umvoi&:’abie In order to protect life.” When doing so, they must: ‘act with restraint and in proportion to the
;eﬁuusn-.}ss of the offence and the legitimate objective to be achieved: minimize imjury: and respect and preserve

uman life.

Human Rights Walch's findings of excessive use of force by U.S. troops point to the need for a full,
independent and impartial investigation of the al-Falluja incidents by U.S, authorities. Such an investigation
should aim to determine the full circumstances that led to the killing of as many as twenty Iraqgi civilians in these
two incidents, and to hold accountable anyone found: to have violated international humanitarian law. Human
Rights Watch’s own findings are not a substitute for a fitll independent and impartial investigation, which would
have access to classified evidence, such as communications between U.S. commanders, debriefings of the soldiers
involved and other intelligence sources. An investigation should also. focus on the possible role of provocateurs
within the crowd, in order to determine their responsibilities in the incidents.

Methodology

Human Rights Watch conducted an in-depth investigation in al-Falluja on May 3-9 and May 14, 2003,
During that time, two researchers interviewed thirty-one people, most of them direct witnesses or victims of the
April 28 and 30 incidents, They visited the three main hospitals in town—the main al-Falluja hospital, a private
hospital mun by Dr. Talib Matar al-Janabi, and a Jordanian military field hospital on the outskirts of town—to
collect the names of those injured and killed. They spoke with al-Falluja city officials, including the mayor of the
town and religious leaders, and spent hours inspecting the sites of the shootings, Fuman Rights Watch’s senior
military analyst also inspected the site of the April 28 shooting for ballistics evidence.

Interviews were conducted with three of the U.S. soldiers directly involved in the April 28 incident, as
well as two commanders, On May 8 and 9, Human Rights Watch interviewed soldiers of the Ist Batallion, 325"
Airbome Infantry Regiment of the 2nd Brigade of the 82nd Airbome Division, as well as their commander,
Lieutenant Colonel Eric Nantz.' Three soldiers present in the school on April 28 were interviewed m a group
with Lt. Col, Nantz present: platoon Sergeant Crosson, platoon leader Second Lieutenant Wesley Davidson and
Radio Telephone Operator Specialist Cory Brassien. On May 13, Human Righis Waich interviewed Colonel
Armold Bray, commander of the 82™ Airborne’s 2™ Brigade, with responsibility for the al-Ramadi district.

1. RECOMMENDATIONS

Investipation
= LS. authorilics should conduct a full, independent and impartial investigation into the April 28 and April
30 violent incidents in al-Falluja to determine the circumstances that Jed to the shdotings, and to hald
accountable anyone found to have committed violations of international humanitarian lad.

= The investigation should assess the crowd confrol measures used by U.S. troops, and elaborate ways to
aveid violence and minimize civilian casualties in the future.

» The investigation should'also examine the law enforcement training provided to U.S. troops in Iraqg to
determine if it meets the standards of international humanitarian law.

A batalion consists of approximately 300 to 1,000 froops; & brigade headquarters commands the tactical operations of
between two and fivel battalions; and & division consists of approximately three brigade-sized units, or 10,000 to 15,000
troops.
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* The findings of the investigation should be made public.

Use of Force

Under international humanitarian law, the United States as the occupying power in Irag is obligated to
restore and ensure public order and safety. Achieving security must however be in conformity with international
humanitarian law and human rights standards. As such, the U.S. military should ensure the following:

= U.S. security forces, in law enforcement situations, only use law enforcement means. In particular, when
facing civilian demonstrations or protests, .S, forces should abide by the standards set forth in the
United Nations Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement O fficials and the
U.N. Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials, and be provided with the equipment and training
necessary for this purpose.

* Deployment of adequate numbers of coalition and other military police or constabulary units trained in
international law enforcement standards, and provide these units with the resources and equipment (o
meet Irag's postwar law enforcement needs.

* US. security forces not use firearms in situations of civilian protest except where this is strictly
unavoidable to defend U.S. personnel or others against the imminent threat of death or serious injury.
Whenever firearms are used, great care should be taken not to inflict injury on civilians.

e If there are exchanges of fire, U.S. security forces avoid disproportionate harm to civilians or civilian
objects.

» U.S. government provides compensation to victims of unlawful use of force by U.S, security personnel
where this has caused death, disablement, or destruction of property.

e U.S. Army soldiers be trained to defuse tense non-combat situations without resorting to lethal force.
Lethal force should be used intentionally only when necessary to meel an imminent threat to life and only
in proportion to the actual danger presented in conformity with international standards.

« U.S. troops in Iraq be equipped with adequate crowd control devices to avoid a resort to lethal force.
Efforts to enhance communication with local communities should be intensified, starting with adequate
provision of translators.

II. BACKGROUND: THE ENTRY OF U.S. FORCES IN AL-FALLUJA

Al-Falluja is a town of about 300,000 residents located some sixty kilometers west of Baghdad. The town
forms part of the Sunni Muslim center of the country, one of the main areas of popular support for former Iragi
President Saddam Hussein, himself a Sunni Muslim from Tikrit.

Al-Falluja had generally benefited economically under the previous government. Local residents told
Human Rights Watch that many of them had worked for the military, police or intelligence. However, Human
Rights Waich did not find overwhelming sympathy for Saddam Hussein following the collapse of his
government. Many al-Falluja residents told Human Rights Watch that they considered themselves victims and
opponents of his repressive rule.

To this one must add the tense atmosphere in the town, which combines strong Islamic codes of honor
and hospitality, as well as strong social conservatism. Al-Falluja is known as the “city of mosques.”

Human Rights Watch 3 June 2003, Vol. 15, No. 7 (E)



. From the arrival of U.8. troops, residenis told Human Rights Watch, they viewed the soldiers as
disrespectful of their values and religion. Poor communication between the U.S. Army and al-Falluja’s residents
may have been an important mnderlying reason for the escalation to violence. What the .S, military saw as
attempts to assist the town were sometimes misunderstood or poorly communicated.

Al-Falluja was bombed by coalition forces during the war, but was spared ground fighting. The Iraqi
military and fedayeer’ in and around town melted away once Baghdad, Kirkuk and Mosul fell on April 9-11,
residents in al-Falluja and the U.S. military said. U.S. Special Forces patrolled the region and then, on April 23,
soldiers from the 82™ Airborne’s 2° Brigade rolled in. “We came in to show presence just so the average citizen
would feel safe,” said Col. Amold Bray, commander of the troops with respansibility for the region. “We were
given the authority to defend people and infrastructure, and obviously ourselves.”™

Col. Bray also told Iuman Rights Watch that soldiers of the 82* Airborne in Iraq received training for
whai; he called their “peacekeeping role” after combat, “We rehearsed for months preparing for no-fight,” he
said,

By the time U.S. forces arrived, tribal and religious leaders in al-Falluja had already selected a Civil
Management Council, including a city manager and mayor. The quickly-formed local government was having
success in minimizing the looting and other crimes rampant in other parts of Iraq. Different tribes® took
responsibility for the city’s assets, such as banks and government offices. In one noted case, the tribe responsible
for al-Falluja’s hospital quickly organized a gang of armed men to protect the grounds from an imminent attack.
Local imams urged the public to respect law and order. The strategy worked, in part due to cohesive family ties
among the population. Al-Falluja showed no signs of the looting and destruction visible, for example, in
Baghdad.

The 1" Battalion of the 82* Airbome Division’s 2™ Brigade, five companies comprising approximately
700 soldiers, took responsibility for security in al-Falluja, setting up a command post at the local headquarters of
the Ba'th Party on al-Falluja’s main street. Approximately 150 soldiers from the Charlie Company occupied the
al-Qa'id primary school, a few hundred yards south of the main road.’

? Literally, those who sacrifice themsclves, in this case for Saddam Husscin,

* Human Rights Watch intervicw with Col. Amold Bray, Baghdad, May 13, 2003,

* Human Rights Watch interview with Col. Amold Bray, Baghdad, May 13, 2003. In September 2000, the U.S. Army issued
an 800-page roport on the conduct of the 504™ Parachutc Infantry Rogiment of the 82™ Adrbomc Division during
peacekeeping operations in Kosovo. The inquiry, sparked by the January 2000 rape and murder of an eleven-year-old
Kosovar Albanian girl by a member of the regiment, found incidents of misconduct by some soldiers, including use of
excessive force, inappropriate touching of Kosovar women, and problems with the crowd control methods used by the troops.
Four officers and five enlisted men were punished. The inquiry concluded that the troops were not adequately trained for
peacekeeping missions, and that they had experienced difficulty adjusting their combat mentality to a peacekeeping role. The
army ordered all troops involved in future peacekeeping missions to go through a full “mission rehearsal exercise™ before
deployment to ensure they receive proper training.

* The strength and political relevance of tribe and clan-based social structures have waxed and waned in Iraq throughout the
modern era. British authorities promoted tribal sheikhs as allies of colonial rule. The spread of land reform, increasing
urbanization, and ideology-based political movements gradually undermined the relevance of tribal relations, though they
continued fo figurs in recruitment into special security and nulitary services cstablished by successive republican
governments, After 1991 the government of Saddam Husesin recognized the authority of sheikhs to regulate local affairs in
return for their loyalty, in some cases allowing them to arm their followers. Al a moment when the central Iraqi political
authority has collapsed, such social identifications appear to bave become even more salient. The principal tribe in the al-
Falluja/al-Ramadiarea is al-Dolaim, Others are al-Tubbur, al-Shummar, al-'TUbaidat and al-Hamdan_

¢ Human Rights Watch interview with Mahdi al-Qubaisi, manager of al-Falluja municipality, al-Falluja, May 3, 2003; “Iraqis
Said to Be Killed as U.5. Forces Fire on Protest,” Associated Press, April 29, 2003,
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From the beginning, the local community was agitated and concerned, “We just wanted them to be far

m the city’s center because of the conservative attitude of our people,” said al-Falluja’s new mayor, Taha
Badawi Ilamid al-* Alawani.”

According to the commander of the 1* Battalion, Lt. Col. Eric Nantz, his forces entered the school in
order to be closer to the community. “The only reason we occupied the school is [that] we were trying to find a
location where we could communicate with the people,” he said.® Ile did not indicatc that he saw any tension
between his community relations objective and the possible unfavorable response of townspeople to the fact that
troops were occupying a school.

Lt. Col. Nantz also explained that the battalion under his command had discovered schools full of arms in
other citics of Iraq, cspecially al-Samawa, where the 82° Airborne had faced Iraqi resistance. “With that
experience, we weut to reduce the weapons flow and remove them,” he said. *They were a danger 1o coalition
forces and to civilians.™ However, his soldiers found no weapons in the al-Falluja school.

In addition to being near the community, the two-story school was also a defensible structure, with a
seven-foot high perimeter wall around the compound and sweeping views from the roof.

Worried local leaders met with U.S. commanders on April 24, explaining that al-Falluja was a religious
city and requesting sensitivity from U.S. troops, Al-Falluja residents resented the aggressive street patrols of the
soldiers, they said. That same day, a crowd of 400-500 people protested the U.S. military presence in nearby al-
Ramadi, Col. Bray said. Someone threw a grenade on top of a Humvee, he told Human Rights Watch, injuring
two U.S. soldiers, In the following days, U.8. convoys were often pelted with stones,

In al-Falluja, stories began to circulate about U.S. soldiers inappropriately eyeing Iragi women, a serious
offense to the community. Rumors spread that soldiers were using night vision goggles to look at women as they
hung clothes out to dry, or that soldicrs were giving children bubble gum with pornographic pictures.® Some
people were apparently convinced that U.S. troops were detaining children at the school. Some local religious
leaders reportedly gave credence to such rumors by repeating them in sermons. Human Rights Watch spoke with
residents for whom these stories had become hard fact,

In the words of Imam Muhammad al-Zuba'i, responsible for the Nazal mosque next to the al-Qa’id
school: “The U.S. soldiers didn’t behave very well with the people of al-Falluja, They were using their night-
vision equipment o see who was on the roofs of the houses, watching the families of the neighborhood. This
disturbed the privacy of the people. And there were intensive American patrols.”!

Imam al-Zuba'i said he did not have any meetings with U.S. military personnel for fear of upsetting the
neighborhood, *People did not like me talking to them,” he said. “They would think I am a spy or agent.”

" Human Rights Watch interview with Mayar al-' Alawani, al-Falluja, May 6, 2003,

* Human Rights Watch intcrvicw with Lt. Col. Eric Nantz, Baghdad, May 8, 2003

? Human Rights Watch mterview with Lt. Col. Eric Nantz, Baghdad, May 8, 2003,

' The manager of al-Falluja municipality, Mahdi al-Qubaisi, told Human Rights Watch: “We explained that this is a
religious city and they had to respect our traditions. But some of the soldiers were watching the women putting out the
washing with their goggles. This is'a religious city and people didn’t accept this. Some children were given some bubble
gum wrapped in striptease pictures. It wasn't right to do this." Human Rights Watch interview with Mahdi al-Qubaisi, al-
Falluja, May 3, 2003.

One of the wounded men from the echool shooting, Ahmad Khatim, told Human Rights Watch: *The soldiers were
on the roof of the school, and they used their goggles to see our wives; daughters, and sisters when they were washing the
clothes. In their hands were botiles of beer. They used to watch our women. I also heard they gave children strip-tease

ictures.” Human Rights Watch interview with Ahmed Khatim, al-Fallufa, May 3, 2003,
! Human Rights Wateh intervicw with Muhammad al-Zuba'i, Imam of Nazal Mosque, al-Falluja, May 5,2003.
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U.S, soldiers did regularly survey the area around the school with binoculars and night-vision equipment,
4 standard practice of perimeter security, Residents took this to be unduly invasive of their privacy. Soldiers also
gave children candy, but Human Rights Watch saw no evidence of candy wrappers with pictures of women, let
alone pornographic images.

. U.S. soldiers may have believed that they were simply engaging in standard security and patrolling
practices, but some in the local community resented their presence and actions.

Lt. Col. Nantz said he tried to communicate with the community as best he could, even inviting
individuals inside the school fo see that no children were being held. *“Presence patrols” worked the
neighborhood on foot to meet residents, although troop security was always a concern. He was limited, he said,
by a lack of translators.'?

Tension ran particularly high at the al-Qa’id school occupied by Charlie Company. Schools in al-Falluja
were scheduled to reopen on April 29, and parents in the neighborhood wanted the soldiers out.”® On April 27, a
group of children and young men playing soceer in a lot behind the school threw stones and shot slingshots at the
soldicrs on the roof. The soldicrs dispersed the group with a smoke homb, ™

The 1* Battalion was open to withdrawjng from the school, and they asked the mayor for an alternative
location to base the troops. According to Lt. Col, Nantz and his commander, Col, Bray, Charlie Company had
decided to withdraw from the al-Qa’id school on April 29. On the day of the shooting, April 28, their bags were
already packed.

For the recently arrived U.S. soldiers in al-Falluja, the city seemed like a hostile place, while for many
local residents the soldiers were unwelcome occupiers. At least three weapon markets continued to function in
lown—at one market visited by Human Rights Watch, AK-47 assault rifles were available for U.S. $40, and
heavier .50 caliber machine guns were also on sale. Gunfire was regularly heard throughout the city, as residents
fired into the air to celebrate the return of electricity or other momentous events. On April 28, tensions ran even
higher. it was Saddam Hussein’s birthday, and many expected pro-Saddam demonstrations in the center of the
country.

IV. APRIL 28 SCHOOL PROTEST AND SHOOTING

By all accounts, a protest demonstration against the U.S. occupation in al-Falluja began around 6:30 p.m.
on April 28th. Approximately 150 people gathered in front of the Ba'th Party headquarters on the main street,
where U.S. troops in al-Falluja were based. The city hall is next door.

According to participants in the demonstration, the protest was peaceful and no one had guns, They
chanted slogans like “God is great! Muhammad is his prophet!” They also chanted a slogan heard often at
protests around Iraq: “No to Saddam! No to the U.S.17

. Lt. Col. Nantz was in a meeting with Mayor al-"Alawani at the time. “You could hear what sounded like
a ﬁreﬁghl,“l'glantz said. There had been regular shooting in al-Falluja, even pot shots at U.S. troops, but this was
*not usual.”

* Human Rights Watch interview with Lt. Col. Eric Nantz, Baghdad, May 8, 2003.

** The al-Qa'id primary school has 950 male pupils and 850 fomalc pupils. The boys have class in the morning and the girls
in the afternoon. Human Rights Watch interview with Muhammad Ahmad al-‘Isawi, manager of the al-Qa'id School, al-
Fallujs, May 3. 2003,

** Human Rights Watch interview with2LT, Wesley Dayidson, Platoon leader in Charlie Company, Baghdad, May 9, 2003;
Muhammad al-Zuba'i, Imam of Nazal Mosque, al-Falluja, May 5, 2003; Human Rights Watch interview with Ahmad
Khatim, al-Falluja, May 3, 2003, :

'* Human Rights Watch interview with Lt. Col. Eric Nantz, Baghdad, May &, 2003.
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) According to Lt. Col. Nantz, he got into a Humvee with a loudspeaker and drove up and down al-
Fa_“u.T&’s main road broadeasting a warning, through his translator, that he said could be heard for 900 yards: “The
firing of Wweapons is considered dangerous to coalition forces and locals. It could be considered a hostile act and
You may be confronted with deadly force "'

The shooting mostly stopped but an aggressive crowd reconvened thirty minutes later, chanting slogans in
front of the U.S. base at the local Ba'th Party headquarters and the mayor’s office, “They started 1o throw rocks at
the U.S and our building,” Mayor al-'Alawani said. U.S. forces fired a waming shot over the demonstrators,
which once again dispersed the crowd.

One of the demonstrators, Falah Nawwar Dhahir, mostly agreed with this version of events, although he
claimed the warning shot was an attack. “Near the intersection at the traffic light, the tanks shot at us, so we
attacked them,” he said. *“We started to shout at them: “God is great! and America is God’s enemy!”"’ Human
Rights Watch found no impact marks on the street or nearby buildings to suggest a tank attack on the crowd in
front of the main base.

At 10:00 p.m., the crowd regrouped again, this time heading in the direction of the school, a few-minute
walk from the main street, Participants and U.S. soldiers estimate the crowd between 100 and 250 people.

According to every Iraqi witness and participant interviewed by Human Rights Watch, twenty pecple in
total, no one in the demonstration had arms. Many admitted, however, that there was shooting in other
neighborhoods of al-Falluja, including on the main street. “I am sure that if we had had weapons we would have
killed them,” said Ahmad Hatim Karim, one of the demonstrators. “We wanted to enter the school and kill
ther.”"* In contrast, U.S. soldiers say that individuals in the crowd had weapons. From his position in the U.S,
base at the Ba'th headquarters, Lt. Col. Nantz said he saw “at least ten AKS” in the crowd, meaning AK-47
assault rifles?

As soon as the demonstration reached the school, shooting began. Again, the versions of events differ
widely.

The. participants in the demonstration and Iraqi witnesses interviewed by Human Rights Waich were
emphatic that they had been attacked without provocation. All of the individuals said that U.S. troops fired
excessively and indiscriminately as they arrived at the school.

Falah Nawwar Dhahir, a twenty-four-year-old worker whose brother was killed in the incident, said the
demonstrators had no weapons. People far from the school were shooting in the air, he said, but not at 1.5,
soldiers, “They suddenly started shooting at us,” he said. “There was continuous shooting until people fled.
They Shﬁlﬂ at people when they came out to get the wounded. Then there was individual shooting, like from
snipers.

One of the demonstrators, Mu'taz Fahd al-Dulaimi, saw his cousin, Samir "Ali al-Dulaimi, get shot. He
told Human Rights Watch: “There was no shooting and they suddenly started shooting at us. There were four
[U.S. soldiers] on the roof—I saw them with my own eyes. There was a heavy machine gun. It was full
aumm?zi;ic shooting for ten minutes. Some of the people fell to the ground. When they stood up, they shot
again.’

' Human Rights Watch interview with Lt. Col. Eric Nantz, Baghdad, May 8, 2003.

' Human Rights Watch interview with Falah Nawwar Dhahir, al-Falluja, May 4, 2003.

' Human Rights Watch interview with Ahmad Hatim Karim, al-Falluja, May 3, 2003.

' Human Rights Watch interview with Lt. Col. Eric Nantz, Baghdad, May 8, 2003,

# Human Rights Watch interview with Falah Nawwar Dhahir, al-Falluja, May 4, 2003,

*! Human Rights Watch interview with victim's cousin, Mu'taz Fahd al-Dulaimi, al-Falluja, May 5, 2003.
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As'ad Mirhij Rashid al-'Ubaidi, who lives behind the school, said he went out with his three brothers
W!J'-‘-'ﬂ they heard the demonstrators going to the school. “We reached the front school door,” he said. “We were
without weapans. They started shooting right away, intensively at the people. The crowd dispersed.”

Many of the witnesses said there was gunfire in al-Falluja at the time of the demonstration, but not near
the school. “Therc was shooting all the time,” As'ad Mirhij Rashid al-'Ubaidi said. “Kalashnikovs shooting in
the air, but so far from the school, "

"Umar al-Qubaisi, who lives in the neighborhood and watched the protesters approach the school, also
stressed that there had been no shooting from the Iragi side. “The shooting from the Iraqi side started afier the
U.S. soldiers opened fire,” he said, “But it was from another area and in the air.

Three brothers of the al-' Ani family were hardest hit, The brothers live in three adjacent houses across the
street from the school. The eldest, Muthanna, was shot in the foot while in his garden, and the other two brothers
were hit while trying to carry him into the house. The middle brother, Walid, died from his wounds.

The brothers’ cousin, Riad al-Khatib, aged thirty-five, said he was having dinner with his wife and child
at Walzi;i's house when the demonstration arrived. “It wasn't our business, he sald. “We did not know about
them.™

According to al-Khatib, the diners heard heavy gunfire on the street, and then someone yelling from
inside Muthanna's house, Al-Khatib ran out to see whet had heppened and saw that Muthanna had been shot in
the foot. He told Human Rigins Watch:

We tricd to take Muthanna from the house to the hospital. Usama [the youngest brother] and T took him
to the door. Walid came to help us. While Walid was helping us he was hit in the heart. He was shot in
front of the door of Muthanna’s house. We left Muthenne on the pavement. I took Walid and brought
him to the garden. And I went back to Usama, telling him to get the car, Meanwhile, the shooting was
ongoing at Muthamna. So Muthanna was crawling back into his brother’s house [Walid’s]. I took
Muthanna and put him mside the garden of Walid’s house and waited for Usama to bring the car. I did
not know that Usama was hit in his car. So I took off my shirt to wrep Muthanna's leg. Meanwhile, the
shooting was ongoing, Usama ran inside toward Walid's house, At that point, he was hit in the head. 1
noticed I could not go outside. I took off my undershirt to use as a white flag but still they shot at me.
Fragments hit my fingers,

Human Rights Watch sepamately interviewed the wounded brother Usama, who gave a corroborating
account:

After the shooting started, [ heard some shouting from my brother Muthanna’s house. His children and
his wife were shouting, and he was also shouting loudly. 1 decided to go out and sec what was happening.
I entered his house and saw him in the garage. He told me that he was shot inside his house in the foot,
and that his foot was gone,

1 pulled him out into the street to bring him to another house. But he is very heavy, so I stopped 1o rest.
Walid came out to help me, and I saw Walid fall to the ground [afler being shot]. I carried Walid and
took him inside the house. I could not carry Muthanna myself, so I ran to my house to get my taxi. 1
opened the garage door and started bringing the car outside. Two bullets grazed the back of my head as I
was trying to reyerse the car backwards. After that T got out of the car and started to crawl, I wes pulling

* Human Rights Watch interview with As'ad Mirhij al-"Ubsidi, al-Falluja, May 5, 2003.

* Human Rights Watch interview with As’ad Mirhij al-'Ubaidi, al-Falluja, Muy 5, 2003,

# Human Rights Watch interview with "Umar Haj Yassio Walid al-Qubaisi, al-Falluja, May 5, 2003.

* Human Rights Watch intcrvicw with Riad al-Khatib, May 4, 2003,
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o

m}‘sﬂf_ﬂlﬂﬂg and turning over until I reached the middle of the street. During this time, they shot more
than thirty bullets at me.

I raised myself and started to run away. I took another shot from the back, hitting my colon, which was
rel‘[lﬂ‘v’td n an mnm. 1 Eﬂiﬂﬁd my pﬂmtsl hoi}ﬁp amll vny gnme Uﬁﬂﬂiﬂ 1 d]d not knﬂw. [ was
coyered in blood from head to toe.® i

- The sequence of events described by Riad al-Khatib and Usama 'Abd al-Latif al ‘Ani—the initial
sting of Muthanna and then the subsequent shooting of | Usame and Walid during the rescue effort—Ilend
credence to the protesters” estimate that U.S. soldiers shot ove™ a period of approximately ten minutes, rather than
the thirty seconds estimated by U.S. soldiers.”” :

Human Rights Watch also saw the injured Muthanna who was wounded in both feet. His left foot had
been amputated, Usama’s car, described above, was struck with more than thirty rounds (see section below on
Ballistic Evidence at the School).

The three U.S. soldiers and two commanders intervievied by Human Rights Watch had a different version
of events. The most detailed account was provided by 2L".Wesley Davidson, who was in command of the
Charlie Company platoon responsible for security at the schoo when the erowd arrived **

Charlie Company was already on high alerd, ZL']E Davidson said, partly because it was Saddamtn’s
birthday, but especially because the soldiers had been followng that day’s demonstration in town .. " They had also
Jheard Lt. Col. Mantz’s wamings (translated into Arabic) over te loudspeaker.

As the crowd headed towards the sclmnl_ armed 80ldifEes got into position on the roof and in the second
floor windows. “Machine guns were o the roof because; they have the best field of fire,” Davidson said. M-4
carbinés, a sho- st of the M-16 rifle, were also on the roof and in the windows, as well as M-249
machineguns, both of which use 5,56 mm ammunition.

Davidson reported “sporadic gunfire into the air but not at us” as the crowd approached from the main
strect. But the shooting increased as demonstrators reacheqd the street corner. “You could tell the rounds were
picking up,” he said.

The unit had a sniper named Mack who understood Arabic. According to Davidson, Mack said the crowd
was chanting something about blood and Saddam. The soldiers threw a smoke canister in an attempt to disperse
the crowd, Davidson said, but it had no effect, perhaps becatse of the dark. They shot illumination rounds from
mortar tubes, but the crowd still did not disperse. The soldiers then claimed they saw men with weapons on the
roofs of the three houses across the street. “They had Weapeas but were not shooting, so we just watched them,”
21.T. Davidson said. “We had our lasers on themn.” The sniper Mack, he said, shot out a bright light on top of or”
of the houses that was shining in the soldiers’ eyes.

At this point, the soldiers® claim they came under whit they considered to be “effective fire.” Twe, Lo
fired from behind a taxi that was rolling down the street fromisouth o north, while fou or five nther s R0
mingled into'tho erowd. “The bullets started coming &t us, Soofing ow~ > ucals, b windows,” 2L T,
DH\'idSW gaid. “It was coming from e suctl, me EUyh Deliing he taxi cab and some 10 the crowd. Thw WELe
shooting at our guy on the northeast comer of the schoolhouse.”

26 guman Rights Watch interview, with Usama “Abd pl-Latif al-"Ani, al-Falluja, May 4, 2003.

11 A ccording to 2LT. Davidson; “he whole engagement lasted about 0mk minute” According to Lt. Cal. Nantz, the shooting
“|asted about thirty seconds.™ - :

28 uman Rights Watch group interview with 2LT: Wesley Davidson Sgt. Crosson snd RTO Specialist Cory Brassien,
Baghdad, May 9, 2003.
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All three U.S. soldiers interviewed together by Human Rights Watch, as well as their commanders, Lt.
Col Nam and Col. Bray, were adamant that the soldiers had come under fire from gunmen in the crowd and on
'-hE: T‘-'EIGfS aCToss the street, hearing the crack of bullets snapping over their heads. “Rounds were hitting the
building, hitting the window and flying over our heads,” Davidson said.

Considering themselves under attack, the soldiers fired back with powerful force. A soldier firing a 7.62
mm machinegun—the M-60—targeted primarily the men shooting from behind the taxicab, the U.S. soldiers said.
Other soldiers vsing M4 carbines shot at the armed men in the crowd. Lt Col. Eric Nantz, rejected any
suggestion that his men fired without need. “They [armed lraqis] fired at us and we returned precision and lethal
fire,” he stressed **

U.S. Central Command on April 29 issued a statement claiming that U.S. troops had come under fire,
‘although it gave a number of Iragi shooters that is higher than that given by the soldiers interviewed by Human
Rights Watch. “U.S. Army paratroopers from the 82" Airborne Division were fired upon during the night of
April 28 by approximately twenty-five armed civilians who were interspersed among and on rooftops above
approximately 200 protesters,” the statement said. *The paratroopers received hostile gunfire from elements
mixed within the erowd and positioned atop neighboring buildings.”

Col. Bray told Human Rights Watch that his soldiers had “engaged” seven shooters: five in the crowd and
two' on ﬂ:e roofs across the street. “The response was proportional to the threat as it was perceived at the time,”
he said.

Once the shooting stopped, Iragi wimesses and ambulance drivers claimed it was impossible to reach the
wounded in the street as U.S. forces shot into the air and ordered the ambulances to leave. The injured were
dragged into houses and taken through the gardens to ambulances, they said. According to the al-Falluja Hospital
ambulance driver, Jum’a "Abid Muthin: “My lights were on. We got out and shouted “We’rc an ambulance!™ and
they [U.S. soldiers] said "Go away!” They shot in the air.”* While the intentions of the U.S. soldiers in denying
passage to the ambulances is unclear, this should be part of the investigation. Under international humanitarian
law U.S, soldiers had an obligation to allow the wounded access to medical care as soon as practicable.

An ambulance from the Jordanian military hospital arrived at the scene thirty minutes after the shooting.
“At the school | saw a lot of U.S. soldiers on the roof and many injured [Iraqis] on the ground,” the driver Ahmad
[sma'il Thnainan said, “The Americans said ‘Go! Go!” Iraqi people brought the injured to me. I took two to the
hospital, both with bullet wounds,””

At the hospital, al-Falluja residents tried to beat the Jordanian driver because they mistquk him and_ his
armed escort for U.S. troops. “People hit me at the hospital because they thought 1 was American,” Thnainan

said.

By that time, relatives and friends of the demonstrators were beginning to show up at the hospital, cager
for news. The area mosques had also asked residents to donate blood. 1t was only then that many-of them learned
of the wounded and killed.

“J was searching for my brother, 1 thought he was ane of the injured,” Falgh Nawwar Dhahir said. “When
I was in front of the emergency entrance [of the Ima)ital], as they were taking bodies in, one of the bodies was my
brother’s. 1le was shot in the middle of the chest.”

o i i i i May &, 2003.
Human Rights Watch intorviow with Lt, Col. Eric Nantz, Baghdad, May 8, : ra
Sy ['araE:rluopers Fired Upon During Protest in Iraq,” Central Command Report, April 29: Iraq Operations,™ April 29,

2003. ;
3l Hurman Rights Watch interview with Col. Amold Bray, Baghdad, !\:Tay 13, 2003.
# Human Rights Watch inforview with Jum®a *Abid Muthin, al-Falluja, May 14, 2003. .
¥ Human Rights Watch interview with Ahmad Isma’il Thoainan, Jordanian ambulance driver, al-Falluja, May 6, 2003.
3% Human Rights Watch interview with Falah Nawwar Dhahir, al-Falluja, May 4, 2003,
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One of the victims was thirteen-year-old *Abd al-Qadir "Abd al-Latif al-Jumaili, a student, who had heard
the demonstration pass his house and decided to join. The child’s fatber did not learn until later that his son had
been killed by a buflet to the chest, The father told Human Rights Watch:

All the children came back and | asked if ' Abd al-Qadir is with them. They did not know where he was,
they thought he had come home before them, | was searching for my boy near the school but I could not
find him. As [ heard from the mosque loudspeakers, there were some wounded on the strects and people
must give blood. So 1 went to the hospital to look for my boy. When I got to the hospital, | saw my
brother Isam getting the body and he gave it to me.**

V. BALLISTIC EVIDENCE AT THE SCHOOL

In all its statements, the U.S. military asserts that soldiers came under effective fire, and only returned fire
in response. LL Col. Nantz stressed this repeatedly in an interview with Human Rights Watch, rejecting amy
possibility that his soldiers mistook shooting in the air for shooting at them. “There is no doubt in my mind that
my soldiers were fired upon,” he said. “l know that these soldiers know the difference between fire in the air and
being fired upon.™*

In the view of the soldiers, they acted appropriately to the threat as perceived at the time, “That night
there was an escalation of force,” platoon Sgt. Crosson said. “We don’t want to wait until one of our guys gets
hit. You can only take so much before you respond.™’

In addition, they responded in accordance with the rules of engagement, the soldiers said, which were
described as the “seven $’s”: shout, shove, smoke, spray, show, strike and shoot. “We fired precision fire at those
who werc firing at us from insidc a crowd—and they chosc that cnvironment,” Nantz claimed. ™

U.S. soldiers gave a similar account to journalisis who visited al-Failuja in the aftermath of the incident.
2LT. Davidson, for example, according to the New York Times, said that twenty to thirty protesters were shooting
rifles mostly in the air, and that soldiers had responded with smoke grenades before several more armed people
appeared from homes across the street and began shooting directly at the soldiers, forcing the soldiers to retum
fire® U.S. soldiers, according o the Jerusalem Post, said that the school compound was fired upon from three
directions and that “armed militants no more than six meters outside the compound blasted away at the school.”*
An unnamed soldier gave a similar account of the battle, according to the Guardian:

We’ve been sitting here taking fire for three days. It was enough to get your nerves wracked. When they
[protesters] marched down the road and started shooting at the compound there was nothing for us to do
but defend ourselves. They were firing from affeyways and buildings where we couldn’t see. Guys were
in line with hot chow. When bullets fell into the compound, people in that chow line ran for cover. From
that moment it was all business. We started putting on body armor and went up on that roof. !

As detailed s these accounts are, the physical evidence at the school does not support claims of an
effective attack on the building as described by U.S. troops.

** Human Rights Watch interview with *Abd al-Latif al-Tumaili, al-Falluja, May 5, 2003.

% Human Rights Watch intcrview with Lt. Col. Nantz, Baghdad, May 9, 2003.

*" Human Rights Watch group interview with Sgt. Crosson, 2LT. Wesley Davidson and RTO Specialist Cory Brassien,
Baghdad, May'9, 2003.

** Human Rights Watch interview with Lt. Col, Nantz, Baghdad, May 9, 2003.

** Tan Pisher and Michacl R. Gordon, “G.1."s Kill 2 More Protesters in an Angry Iragi City,” New York Times, May 1, 2003,
4 Matthew Gutman, “US troops fire op Iraqi Protest, Killing 15, Jerusalem Post, April 30, 2003,

4! Tonnthan Steelc, “To the US troops it was sclf-defense, To the Imgis it was murder,” Guardian (London), April 30, 2003,
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_ Human Rights Watch researchers and the organization’s senior military analyst spent several hours at the
al-Qa’id school, closely inspecting all rooms of the school, the exterior walls and perimeter wall for evidence of
bullet damage that would support the soldiers’ contention that gunmen had fired at the school, Huoman Rights
Watch found no compelling evidence to support that claim.

The inspection found two spots on the schools fagade facing the street that might indicate bullet impact.
The southern side of the wall near the second floor had two shallow pockmarks that might have been caused by
bullets, but could also have come from thrown rocks, Three pockmarks on the northem comner of the front wall
(below where the machine gun had been placed on the roof) might also have been caused by bullets. Given the
lack of deep penetration into the wall, the bullets in both places, if that is what caused the marks, nmust have had a
soft lead core. No damage was seen in any of the school's rooms or the perimeter wall.

The bullet holes that some journalists reported seeing on the perimeter wall tumed out to be holes lefi by
nails—some of the nails were still in the holes, and the square patterns formed by the different holes showed they
had been used to hang posters or signs. Human Rights Watch found no evidence of the “bullet holes in a second-
story window or the school fagade “pocked with bullet holes” described by one journalist.*2

There was, however, evidence of rock-throwing. Human Rights Watch found numerous broken windows
at the school, chipped walls and rocks both inside the classrooms and at the base of the school (possibly thrown
from outside). Such evidenice was particularly clear on the north side of the building.

One explanation for the lack of bullet marks provided by Lt. Col. Nantz was that, shooting low from the
ground to the roof and second floor of the school, the gunmen were more likely to miss and fire in the air. But
this does not account for the gunmen U.S. troops say were across the street on the roofs. Col. Bray suggested that
if the gunmen had been poorly trained they would likely fire too high at night. Human Rights Watch’s senior
military analyst confirmed this possibility, The soldiers in the school did report hearing the “snap” of bullets
whipping over hishead,

The lack of bullet marks on the school and perimeter wall contrasts sharply with the walls across the
street, which bear the marks of more than 100 rounds—smaller caliber shots as well as heavy caliber machine gun
rounds—shat by U.S. soldiers. The facades and perimeter walls of seven of the nine homes across from the
school had significant bullet damage, including six homes that had been hit with more than a dozen rounds each.

In many of the houses, the machine gun rounds were clustered in one spot, suggesting that U.S. soldiers
wete shooting at a target, rather than firing indiscriminately. The field of fire was wide, but concentrated in areas.

No bullet marks were found on the upper levels of the houses, despite U.S. soldiers’ claims that they had
targeted gunmen on the roofs across the street. It is possible that U.S. soldiers shot high, thus accounting for the
lack of damage.

Human Rights Watch also inspected the taxi behind which U.S. soldiers said people were firing weapons.
The car was struck with more than thirty high caliber rounds, consistent with U.S. claims that soldiers had
targeted it with an M-60 machine gim—a 7.62 mm weapon: A steel core from a 5.56 mm bullet, the ammunition
for both the M4 carbine and the M-249 machinegun, was also found m the trunk,

All of the bullets that hit the car entered from the back, and many exited through the front window,
indicating the car was shot from the rear, This ballistic evidence is more consistent with the testimony of Usama
"Abd al-Latif al-" Ani, the wounded driver of the taxi, who claimed he was backing the car out of the driveway to
help his wounded brother when he was shot. The ballistic evidence is inconsistent with the version of U.S.
soldiers, who claimed the taxi was moving north to south on the street with armed gunmen behind it when they
shot, as this would have caused the bullets to strike the side of the taxi rather than the back.

# Sce Matthew Gutman, “US troops firc on Iragi Protest, Killing 15,” Jerusalem Post, Apdl 30, 2003,
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The Nazal mosque on the south side of the school had also been hit with small arms fire. U.S. troops told
at least one journalist that they had come under fire from the mosque. The mosque’s imam, Muhammad al-Zuba',
rejected that claim, although he was not present at the time of the demonstration.® “The mosque was locked and
there were guards,” he told Human Rights Watch® A guard present during the interview with the imam said that
no one had entered the mosque that night.

During his interview with Human Rights Watch, Lt. Col. Nantz clarified the claim that gunmen had fired
from the mosque during the school incident, explaining that his troops had come under fire from the area of the
mosque early that day. He had denied their request to return fire, he said, because his soldiers had not come under
“effective fire.”**

V1. POSSIBLE PROYOCATEURS IN THE CROWD

Iraqi participants and witnesses of the demonstration are adamant that no one fired at U.S. soldiers,
although there was shooting along the nearby main street. al-Falluja’s mayor, however—who was not present at
the time of the shooting—said he had subsequently collected information in the town that supporters of Saddam
Hussein provoked a conflict by shooting at the U.S. troops based in the school. Taha al-' Alawani told Human
Rights Watch: '

Some of the bad people from the remains of the previous regime, on the day of Saddam’s birthday, some
people in the cover of the demonstration, some Islamic extremists and also some believers in Saddam,
wanted to create problems between Islamic extremists and American troops... Some of Saddam’s people
carrying his picture and some weapons like Kalashnikovs were benefiting from the slogans. They started
to shoot at the school... They left immediately and ran away. The Islamists remained in the street. The
responsc [of U.S. soldicrs] was intensive and heavy.™*

U.S. military commanders and intelligence officers also believe there were provocateurs in the crowd who
took advantage of an otherwise peaceful demonstration. Perhaps former Ba'th Party officials paid people to shoot
at the base, they said. “I believe I was in an 10 [information operation] campaign that | didn’t understand until it
was too late,” said Lt. Col Nantz. “I belicve somconc was trying to get us to do what we ended up doing.™

Given the complex politics in al-Falluja, such a scenario is possible. Human Rights Watch witnessed
pockets of hostility toward U.S. troops, although this was after these confrontations on April 28 and April 30.
However, the presence of provocateurs in the crowd does not negate the responsibility of U.S. soldiers to prevent
civilian casualties to the greatest extent possible, and to ensure that their response when carrying out law
enforcement fimetions is proportionate and discriminate.

VIL. THE DEAD AND WOUNDED
Like most aspects of this incident, the number of dead and injured is also open lo debate. According to

the director of al-Falluja’s General Hospital, Dr. Abmad Ghanim al-"Ali, a total of seventeen persons were killed
from the school shooting and seventy-five persons were wounded.*® Thirteen persons were killed at the scene, he

** Sec Matthew Gutman, “US troops firc on Iraqi Protest, Killing 15, Jerusalem Post, April 30, 2003.

** Human Rights Watch interview with Muhammad al-Zuba'i, imam of Nazal Masque, al-Falluja, May 5, 2003,

** Human Rights Watch interview with Lt. Col. Eric Nantz, Baghdad, May 8, 2003,

# guman Rights Watch intarview with Taha Badawi Hamid al-"Alawani, al-Falluja mayor, May 6, 2003,

*" Human Rights Watch intervicw with Lt. Col, Nantz, Baghdad, May 8, 2003

* Human Rights Watch interviews with Dr. Ahmad Ghanim al-"Ali, director of al-Falluja General Hospital, al-Falluja, May 3
and May 6, 2003.
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ﬁaif{,-ﬂﬂd theif corpses were brought to the hospital for collection, where they were counted personally by Dr. al-
Al An additional four persons died in the hospital over the following days.

qut?rrunateljr, the names of all the victims are not known, hospital officials said, because some family
members quickly took the bodies away. Some were buried outside al-Falluja.

; Human Rights Watch was able to locate the families of ten victims, considered “martyrs” in the town, and
interviewed relatives of the deceased and witnesses to their deaths. All of the families and witnesses told Human

Rights Watch that the deceased had been an unarmed protester. The ten dead identified by Human Rights Watch
are:

1. "Abd al-Qadir *Abd al-Latif al-Jumaili, thirteen-year-old student™

2. 'Walid Salih al-' Ani, forty-year-old taxi driver and father of two™
. Hussein Merhij al-'Ubaidi, eighteen-year-old student®

4. Samir "Ali al-Dulaimi, twenty-one-year-old student’

6

8

. Anis Muhammad " Alwani, scventcen-ycar-old shopkeeper™

. Sabah Nawwar Dhahir, twenty-seven-year-old worker, tinsmith®
. "Aifan Hussein "Ulaij, twenty-five-year-old student™

9. Muhannad Fadil al-Tamimi, twenty-six-year-old student’’

10. Saleh Qudr "Abbas Farhan, thirty-one-year-old tinsmith.*®

3
5, Muhammad “Imad Abu Yassin, twenty-two-year-old industrial worker™’
7

According to Col. Bray, U.S. soldiers “engaged” seven people, five on the ground and two on the roofs.
Others might have been wounded or killed from ricochets, he said. Both he and Lt. Col. Nantz suggested that
other gunmen might have caused some of the deaths. It is necessary to examine the victims to see “if they were
shot front or back, and what caliber bullet,” Col. Bray said.

The total number of injured was also difficult to obtain, but records from the town’s three main hospitals
suggest the number was significant. Fifteen wounded were treated at al-Falluja’s main hospital, according to the
medical log. An additional twelve persons were treated at the Jordanian field hospital. The private hospital run
by Dr. Talib Matar al-Janabi treated twenty persons, but the hospital did not keep a record of their names. Most
of the patients were transferred to the al-Falluja main hospital afler receiving first aid, Dr. al-Janabi said, so some
of these patients might have been counted twice.” [luman Rights Watch interviewed seven of the wounded and
saw two others in the hospital.

* Human Rights Watch intcrview with victim's uncle and father, Rushdi and "Abd al-Latif al-Jumaili, al-Falluja, May 5,
2003.

% Human Rights Watch interview with victim's cousin, Riad al-Khatib, al-Falluja, May 4, 2003 and brother, Muthanna al-
"Ani, al-Falluja, May 7, 2003,

*! Human Rights Watch intcrvicw with victim’s brother, As’ad Mirhij al- Ubaidi, al-Falluja, May 5, 2003.

 Human Rights Watch intervicw with victim’s cousin, Mu'taz Fahd al-Dulaimi, al-Falluja, May 5, 2003. According to
Mu'taz, Samir was shot in the left chest and the back of the neck,

 Human Rights Watch intervicw with victim'’s father, ‘Imad ‘Abbud Jasim, al-Falluja, May 4, 2003,

* Human Rights Watch interview with victim's father, Muhammad “Abdallah "Alwani, al-Falluja, May 4, 2003.

* Human Rights Watch interview with victim's brother, also a witncss, Falah Nawwar Dhabhir, al-Falluja, May 4, 2003,

* Human Rights Watch interview with victim's two brothers, *Adnan and 'Afian Hussein 'Ulaij, al-Falluja, May 5, 2003.
According to the brothers, "Aifan was shot three times. He died in the operating room after being transferred to a hospital in
Baghdad.

7 Human Rights Watch intervicw with victim®s cousin, Fadil al-Tamimi, al-Falluja, May 5, 2003,

* Human Rights Watch interview with victim's brother, also o witness, Majid Qudr “Abbas Farhan, al-Falluja May 4, 2003,
% Human Rights Watch intcrvicw with Dr. Talib Matar al-Janabi, al-Falluja, May 6, 2003,
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VHI. ARMS SEARCH THE FOLLOWING DAY

T_hE:_day after the school shooting, at 5:30 a.m., U.S. soldiers from Charlie Company conducted a search
of the hu]lldmga across the street from the school, According to press reports at the time and interviews with
Human Rights Watch, they found arms and ammunition—not a surprise, given that most al-Falluja residents are

gun owners. According to a report filed by the company, soldiers found the following items in the houses on the
street of the school:

Two AK-47s

Two light machine guns

Twenty-five cxpended 7.62 mm shells (AK-47)
Eleven expended shot gun shells

Seven crates of 7.62 mm ammunition®

2,500 .22 caliber rounds

Fifteen 30 round magazines (half of them full)

Omo seventy-five ropnd drum from a light machine gun

Human Rights Watch did not inspect the confiscated weapons. However, one of the residents of the street
facing the school who had weapons confiscated that morning, stressed that the weapons confiscated from his
home had not been uscd on the day of the shooting. Basim Muhammadi, a former Iraqi army major, told Human
Rights Watch that the LS. soldicrs had come to his home that moming and confiscated his army-issue AK-47,
about 150 AK-47 rounds, some AK-47 clips, empty AK-47 crates used for fumniture, and several thousand .22
caliber rounds he used for hunting®' Muhammadi said he had not used any of the confiscated weapons to shoot at
U.S. soldicrs.

IX. APRIL 30 SHOOTING

With tension running high in al-Falluja, another demonsiration took place on Apnli 30 to protest the U.S.
presence and the violence of April 28, Again, all of the participants stressed that they had no weapons as they
protested in front of the U.S. Army’s main al-Falluja base, although some people admitted to throwing stones.
While thoy were on the stroct, 2 U.S. Army convoy rolled by, heading from al-Ramadi to Baghdad. The U.S.
military claimed the convoy came under fire, and that U.S. troops returmed fire. The result was three more
protesters dead and at least sixteen wounded.

Tho city manager, Mahdi al-Qubaisi, was in hig municipal offices when a crowd of 100 people artived
around ten in the moming. He told Human Rights Waich:

The next day, some peaceful civilian groups came to the street, holding signs that they rejected what
happened [the previous day]. They reached the Ba'th headquarters, across the street. They did not use
any wcapons—I am a witncss. There was a kind of chaos or disturbance inside the crowd. Onc man
came into the group from Saddam’s regime. The demonstrators pulled him out and beat him, and the
Americans were watching. An American tank or Humvee saw this d.istl.lfball?é and it immediately
attacked them with guns. It was not from the base but a patrol from another street.”

"Abd al-Aziz Hamid Dawud al-Nu'aimi, one of the protesters who was shot in the _hip, breaking his
pelvis. He said the peaceful and unarmed crowd was chanting “Allah is great!” and other [glamic nh:ngms whu!::. a
(.. military convoy came from the direction of al-Ramadi on the main street—many Humvees with machine

“ The 82™ Airborre could not confirm for Humian Rights Watch whether the ammunition erates were full or empty. Empty
mmunition crates are ofien used for storage or seating in Irag, : . :

i Human Rights Watch interview with Basim Muhammed Mahidi Mubammadi, al-Falluja, May 8, 2003. Muhammadi did

not a .22 caliber weapon, so the bullets could not have boon uscd to shool at the soldiers. Muhtnmadl told Human

Rights Watch that he had taken the 22 bullets from military stocks and had planned to purchase a 2 rifle soon.

& Fuman Rights Walch interyicw with Mahdi al-Qubaisi, al-Falluja cily mansger , May 3, 2002,
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Buns mounted on top. Ote of the vehicles fired a waming shot in the air. “The convoy was big when 1 heard the
shot,” al- Nu aimi said. “I left the demonstration and the fourth or fifth vehicle struck me [with a bullet] from
behind

Another witness was an imam, Ahmad 'Abdallah al-Jumaili, whose son Ghanim was shot and killed.
According to the imam, the demonstration was led by local intellectuals and {slamic scholars who wanted the U.S.
forces to leave. He told Human Rights Waich:

They stood in front of the place demanding the Americans leave al-Falluja because it is a land of
mosques. Suddenly they opened firg from the armored personnel carrier, from the convoy and the base..

1 was on the side of my car. When the ghooting siarted, [ left. My son was shui in the head and he dmd
immediately. He was one of the leaders holding 2 sign. He was just chanting.**

Human Rights Watch did not speak in detail with Lt. Col. Nantz or the other soldiers about the April 30
incident because they were not present, but they asserted that the convoy driving through town had come under
attack. A statement by U.S. Central command said tha! coalition forces had “exercised their inherent right to self-
protection in accordancc with the nulcs of cngagement,™

Lt. Col. Tobin Green, commander of the Second Squadron of the Third Armored Calvary Regmment,
which was faking over al-Falluja from the 82™ Airbome, told the press that a six-vehicle convoy bad opened fire
after coming under attack® An intelligence officer fmm the Second Brigade, Maj. Michael Marti, said the
convoy opened fired afier a vehicle window was broken.®” “Then firc came from the crowd, dirceted at the
convoy,” he told the BBC. “It was at that point that they returned fire... It was well aimed fire.”*

Col. Bray, commander of the 82™ Airborne’s 2* Brigade, said he was in a meeting at the former
headquarters of the Ba'th party with Mayor al-" Alawani and four imams to discuss reducing tension in town when
the protesters amived. He told Human Rights Watch that the Iead vehicle in the convoy was struck with a rock,
hitting a soldier in the head. Anothér soldier lost a tooth. The lead vehicle fired a warning shot mtu the air, he
said, which is consistent with witness reports. The trail vehicle then fired with its M249 machinegun.”

According to al-Falluja Hospital director Dr, Ahmad Ghanim al- Ali, two people were killed right away
and a third dicd during transfcr to the hospital in al-Ramadi. Sixtcen people were wounded.™ The persons killed
were:

Ghanim Ahmad "Abduliah al-Jumaili, twenty-iwo-year-old cnl!cgc student™
Muhammad ‘[mad *Abbud, twenty-two-year-old metatworker”
‘Umar [1athari al-'Ugaili,”

X. THE INVESTIGATION

® Human Rights Watch 1mcrv1¢w with “Abd al-Aziz Hamid Dowud el-Nu'aimi, al-Falluja, May 3, 2003,

* Human Rights Watch interview with Ahmad “Abdalinh al-Tumaili, al-Falluja, May 3, 2003.

8 Headquarters United States Central Command, News Release, May 1, 2003.

% Tan Pisher and Michacl Gordon, “U.S. Troops Firc on Iragi Protesters Again; Two Reported Dead,” New York Times, Moy
?,{HFB

) "[’rntmrs Shoot in al-Falluja,” BBC News, April 30, 2003, hitp://news.bbe.co,uk/ I hi/world/middle. east/2988823 stmn.

“ Huyman Rights Watch interview with Col. Amuld Bray, May 13, Baghdad, 2003.

™ Human Rights Watch interviews with Dr. Ahmad Ghanim al- Ali, director of al-Falluja hospital, , May 3 and May 6, 2003.

™t Human Rights Watch infcrvicw with vietim's father, Ahmad * Abdullah al-Tumaili, al-Falluja, May 3, 2003.

2 Human Rights Watch interview with witness Haim Khalil, ol-Falluja, May 5, 2003.

" The victim’s mimo was taken from a death mnmmmcmhmgnxm al-Falluje's markct on May 4, 2003,
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Col. Bray informed Human Rights Watch that, in compliance with U.S. Army procedure, commanders
performed an After Action Review (AAR) following the incidents in al-Falluja. In addition, be conducted a
higher-level Commander’s Inquiry into the events, The report made it to “the highest levels,” he said. He was
not able to provide Human Rights Watch with a copy of the report, because higher approval was required.
Human Rights Watch submitted a Freedom of Information Act Request to the U.S. Army to obtain the AAR and
Commander’s Inquiry, but had not received response at the time of writing. The Commander’s Inquiry is a low-
to mid-level investigation, not as high, for cxample, as an Army Regulation 15-6.™

A task force was sent to al-Falluja to investigate, although it is not clear if this was part of the
Commander’s Inquiry. According to one U.S. officer in al-Falluja, who asked not to be identified, the task force
is focusing on identifying the hostile elements among the al-Falluja population rather than the response of U.S.
soldiers. The soldicrs in the school “thought they werce being fired upon, so they fired back,” this officer said.”

Human Rights Watch also had informal discussions with other officers in the area, meluding some
responsible for intelligence. Besed on their information, they said, there were extremists in al-Falluja who paid
people to take part in anti-American demonstrations, although they did not provide details.

Although al-Falluja’s mayor agreed with this analysis, he also called for a full investigation. The local
government, some imams, and U.S. soldiers met to discuss the incidents, he said, but mostly on how to calm the
situation down.

Human Rights Watch believes that the information provided by U.S. officers in al-Falluja regarding the
scope and focus of the Commander’s Inquiry, as well as the April 29 statement by U.S. Central Command
headquarters asserting that U.S. troops had been fired on by twenty-five armed individuals amid the
demonstrators and on rooftops, underscores the need for a thorough, independent, and impartial investigation into
these incidents. If the required investigation is carried out by U.S. military authorities, it should be by a body that
is fully independent and has no links to those units implicated in the incidents or previous investigation, including
the 82* Airborne Division and the Central Command.

XI. ATTACKS ON U.S. SOLDIERS IN MAY AND JUNE

Since the first two incidents documented in this report, U.S. soldiers of the 3™ Armored Cavalry
Regiment, which replaced the §2™ Airborne Division in al-Falluja, have come under further atiack, with four U.S.
soldiers killed and twenty wounded. On the night of April 30, after the second demonstration, unidentified people
approached the U.S. base at the Ba'th Party headquarters, and threw three grenades at the compound. Two of
them landed inside, injuring seven soldiers. Machine gun rounds were also fired to provide cover, Col. Bray said.

Around 11:00 p.m. on May 21, unknown gunmen opened fire with machine guns and rocket propelled
grenades (RPGs) on a U.S. armored vehicle in al-Falluja, the press and U.S. Centcom reported. In the return fire,
U.S. soldiers killed two Iragis.

In the early moming of May 28, gunmen atiacked a U.S. military convoy in town with machine guns and
RPGs, killing two L.S. soldiers and injuring nine. Two Iraqis were killed and six captured. By now local
regidents were speaking openly about their armed resistance. *“We want to revenge all of the martyrs that al-
Falluja gave and we will not allow American forces to occupy Iraq,” said Barakat Jassim al-Zuba'i, a former
brigadier in the Iragi Republican Guard.™

™ For information on the Army Regulation 15-6, see:

www,wood.army.mil/sjas/ ADLAW/army_regulation. 15.htm#PURPOSE

"5 Human Rights Watch intervicw with U.S, army officer, al-Falluja, May 5, 2003.

" patrick E. Tyler, “Gunmen Kill Two 1.S. Soldicrs in a Fircfight in Central Irag,” New York Times, May 28, 2003.
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~ On June 4, in response to the continuing armed attacks, the U.S. Army deployed an additional 1,500
soldiers from the Third Infantry Division in al-Falluja and nearby al-Habaniyya. Hours later, U.S. soldiers again
camc under attack. In the carly morning of Junc 5, assailants opencd firc with RPGs on soldicrs from the 101%
Airbome Division manning a checkpoint, killing one and wounding five.
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Saddam's army and apparatus sacked

US gives 400,000 soldiers and security officials the boot

Rory McCarthy in Baghdad
Saturday May 24, 2003

The Guardian

Hours after the UN sanctions on Iraq were finally lifted, US officials in Baghdad imposed a new order on the
country yesterday, sacking about 400,000 soldiers and security officers. '

Paul_ Bremer, the Pentagon-appointed official running Irag, issued an order dissolving the army, the defence
and information ministries; the security services, and their courts.

The US commander of land forces in Irag, Lieutenant General David McKiernan, admitted that the action
could create security problems.

But the occupation administration, which now calls itself the coalition provisional authority, said in a statement:
"These actions are part of a robust campaign to show the Iraqi people that the Saddam regime is gone, and

will never return.” * :

The CPA will create a new Iraqi army corps, "Under civilian control...professional, non-political, militarily

effective and representative of all Iragis.”
4

All the dismissed civil servants and some of the 375,000 soldiers will receive one month's salary, as a form of
pension. :

Those on and above the rank of colonel will get nothing: they are considered to be senior Ba'ath party
officials, the CPA said. ; ks

Government employees who are being allowed to stay in employment will get their first salaries today since
the war began in March. # :

Teachers and policemen are to get 100,000 dinars @ month (about £70 at yesterday's fluctuating rate), four
times their pay under Saddam Hussein. Today's salary is for March and payments for April, May and June will

be made next month.

Senior army officers prospered under Saddam Hussein and can hardly have expected to have remained in
post after the defeat of the regime. ]

But the more junior officers and other ranks are likely to be angered by the decision. There have been some
small-scale protests by officers and soldiers in demand of payment since the war ended six weeks ago.

Gen McKiernan admitted that several hundred thousand frustrated and now unemployed former soldiers on
the streets presented a formidable security risk."This is a concern not only from a security standpoint but from

an economic one,” he said.

"It is a concern when you see a large segment of the Iraqi population {thai are young male Iragis, that are
former soldiers who are right now walking the streets.”

He said the new army would absorb some, but qvol all, of the unemployed soldiers. But he admitted that it
would not begin to be trained until later this summer.

There are no spediﬂc plans to try to re-employ the soldiers before then. "It is & priority. We have got to do
something soon,” he said.

*The answer Is all different kinds of economic stimulus to create opportunities for them."

Few will mourn the demise of the mukhabarat and the special security organisation, the feared intelligence
http:f!www.guardian‘cn.uk.’Pﬂntf‘l},’_l853,46‘?6078,00.er:11 4-6-03
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agencies which intimidated Iragi people for years,

tIzut at the ‘r.nrnrmatf'un ministry the new policy means that 6,800 civilian staff who were responsible for
2 regime's crude propaganda operations, many of them

: well educated and some of them seconded from the
Intelligence agencies, will also be |oft without work.

At the same time as digsoh:ing the army, the CPA is Preparing a new weapons policy. Only Iragis with the
correct weapons permit will be allowed to keep guns. This will include the private security militias protecting
sentor political figures including men such as the Pentagon-backed former exile and potential future leader of
Iraq Ahmad Chalabi.

The US military command insists that it is increasing the number of its patrols, particularly in Baghdad.

There are now 956 Iragis in US prisons

in Baghdad, most at the former intemational airport, They have not
been brought before any court

Most Iragis still have guns in their hoames and many brought them out late on Thursday night, shooting into the
air to celebrate the lifting of 13 years of UN sanctions.

The sanctions have caused unprecedented hardship to the Iraqi people, which was made worse by the
corruption and mismanagement of Saddam Hussein's regime, |

In 1999 the UN estimated that about 500,000 Iragi children had died as a result of the sanctions.

Guardlan Uniimited © Guardian MNewspapers Limited 2003
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Iraq Police System 'Broken,’ Canadian Experts Say
Thu May 22, 2003 05:10 PM ET

By David Ljunggren

OTTAWA (Reuters) - Irag's corruption-ridden judicial system has many serious problems and making it work properly
will take a considerable effort, Canadian experts in Baghdad said on Thursday, :

They also said the country's policing system was "broken" and stressed the need to reduce the number of guns in the
hands of criminals in Baghdad. -

The U.S. authorities running Iraq in the wake of the war that Eﬂepr':ged former leader Saddam Hussein are under fire for
not deing enough to restore law and order, particularly in Baghdad.

y Serge Lortie from the Canadian Department of Justice — in Iraq with police and prisons experts from Ottawa to assess
L how to help rebuild the country — said the legal system had numerous flaws.

“Under a fotalitarian regime such as the one that was there before a lot of these institutions were not functioning as
they should,” he sald by telephone from Baghdad,

Lortie — saying the only option was to try to “jump-start’ the existing system to ensure at least a rudim entary level of
Justice — told reporters the first challenge was to actually find judges and others who used to work in courthouses.

But he added; "A major problem that plagues the system is that of corruption, so we'll have to assess how widespread
it was. But it seems corruption of judges and even of lawyers was a major issue.”

U.S. authorities have started a process of interviewing senior members of the courts and the justice ministry and will
dismiss those whose ties to Hussein's administration are deemed to have been too close, he said.

Another challenge is that the old justice system was fee-based, which limited public access.

‘It seems that the fees for filing a suit in court were in some instances very high, so that...prevented many people from
accessing the system of justice," Lortie said. .

“Above all it should be understood that there is a particular problem with infrastructure. For example, according to our
information, there were 40 courthouses in Baghdad. Of these 40, 35 were destroyed, and that complicates things."

Royal Canadian Mounted Police superintendent David Beer — in Baghdad with Lortie — said the Iraqi policing system
must be rebuilt.

“It's a broken system in the sense that it is not one that supports democratic institutions or transparency. But there is
indeed a system In place, which provides at least a starting point," he said.

"Security is an issue. [t's an immediate concern. There are a lot of weapons on the street and certainly establishing a
cartain level of security in Baghdad will be important"

In recent years some 1,200 Canadian police have been sent to trouble spots such as Haiti and Kosovo to help train law
enforcement officers,

The four Canadian experts will return to Ottewa next month with an assessment of what help can usefully be given.
Canada has already committed C$300 million ($220 million) in aid to help rebuild Iraq.

($1=%1.37 Canadian)

© Caopyright Reuters 2002. Al rights reserved: Any copying, re-publication or re-distribution of Reuters content or of any content used on this
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Surveys pointing to high civilian death toll in Iraq
Preliminary reports suggest casualties well above the Gulf War.

By Peter Ford | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor

BAGHDAD - Evidence is mounting to suggest that between 5,000 and 10,000 Iraqi
civilians may have died during the recent war, according to researchers involved in
independent surveys of the country.

None of the local and foreign researchers were willing to speak for the record, however,
uniil their tallies are complete.

Such a range would make the Iraq war the deadliest campaign for noncombatants that
US forces have fought since Vietnam.

Though it is still too early for anything like a definitive estimate, the surveyors warm,
preliminary reports from hospitals, morgues, mosques, and homes point to a level of
civilian casualties far exceeding the Gulf War, when 3,500 civilians are thought to have
died.

"Thousands are dead, thousands are missing, thousands are captured,” says Haidar
Taie, head of the tracing department for the Iragi Red Crescent in Baghdad. "Itis a big

disaster.”

By one measure of violence against noncombatants, as compared with resistance faced
by soldiers, the war in Iraq was particularly brutal. In Operation Just Cause, the 1989
US invasion of Panama, 13 Panamanian civilians died for every US military fatality. If
5,000 Iraqi civilians died in the latest war, that proportion would be 33 to 1.

US and British military officials insisted throughout the war that their forces did all they
could to avoid civilian casualties. But it has become clear since the fighting ended that
bombs did go astray, that targets were chosen in error, and that as US troops pushed
rapidly north toward the capital they killed thousands of civilians from the air and from

the ground.

There are no figures at all for Iraqi military casualties, which Iraqi officials kept secret.
One factor that led to many civilian deaths, and which complicates the task of counting
them accurately, is that irregular fedayeen militia hid in civifian homes as they fought
advancing coalition troops, and dressed as civilians. '

Nor are hospital records - kept in the heat of war under intense pressure on doctors and
staff - necessarily accurate, some observers warn. That means they probably
underestimate the real scale of civilian deaths, although at the same time they may
have recorded some combatant casualties as civilian ones.

"We had some figures from hospital sources but we realized very quickly that they were
very partial," says Nada Doumani, an official with the International Committee of the
Red Cross in Baghdad. "It is very difficult to keep track of everyone who was killed, and
we were afraid the numbers could be misinterpreted, so we refrained from giving them
out.”
http://www.csmonitor.com/2003/0522/p01s02-woig.htm 4-6-03
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"During the war, some :
: s people brought bodies to the hospitals to get death cerfificates;
a::"l?nmﬁl::: t';fli‘::ctduur‘:ﬂhWh;m ;?;E'::I were found in the street, or in schools,” adds Faik
A 8 Baghdad morgue. "l don't thi i i
the figure of civilian deaths Spplies mom;%t." on't think anyonea in Iraq could give you

House-to-house survey

The_chaos of tI]a war and the confusion that persists in Irag, where central government
is still not funcijon[ng, have led one US human rights group with experience in counting
civilian casualties in Afghanistan to launch a nationwide house-to-house survey of areas

where fighting was fierce.

The Campaign for Innocent Victims in Conflict (CIVIC) has mobilized 150 surveyors to
camy out detailed interviews with victims of the war; recording deaths, injuries, and
damage to property with a view to securing assistance from US govemnment funds.

A full accounting could take months, says CIVIC coordinator Marla Ruzicka, and the
group is still compiling its data. But its volunteers have already recorded more than
1,000 civilian deaths in the southern town of Nasariyah, and almost as many in the

capital.

"In Baghdad, we have discovered 1,000 graves, and that is not the final figure,” says Ali
Ismail, a Red Crescent official. "Every day we discover more” where local residents say

civilians were buried.

Researchers say they have found particularly high levels of civilian casualties along the
Euphrates River, between Nasariyah and Najaf, where US Marines fought their way

toward Baghdad.

"The biggest contrast between Afghan- istan (where an estimated 1,800 civilians died
during the US-led campaign there in 2001) and Iraq is that Afghanistan was
predominantly an air war and this was a ground/air battle," says Reuben Brigety, a

researcher for Human Rights Watch.

“Air wars are not flawless, but if you have precision weapons you can do a lot to make
them more accurate,” he adds. "The same is not yet true of ground combat. It is clear
the ground battle tock a toll; ground war Is nasty.”

A focus on cluster bombs

Dr. Brigety and his colleagues in Baghdad say they are especially concerned by the
wide use of cluster bombs during the war in Iraq.

They say they have found evidence of "massive use of cluster bombs in densely
populated areas,” according to Human Rights Watch researcher Marc Galasco,
contradicting coalition ciaims that such munitions were used only in deserted areas.

Dispersing thousands of bomblets that shoot out shards of shrapnel over an area the
size of a football field, such weapons become indiscriminate and thus illegal under the
laws of war, if used in civilian neighborhoods, Human Rights Watch has argued during

past conflicts.

"At one level it is unhelpful to talk about large or small numbers” of civilian casualties,
says Brigety. "It is more important to ask if the deaths were preventable."

The combination of cluster-bomb use, inaccurate artillery fire at Iragi troops
concentrated near civilian areas, and street fighting in towns throughout Iraq means that
the number of civilian deaths might be as high as 10,000, say two researchers from two
different teamns who asked not to be identified until the evidence was clearer.

Also waiting for clearer evidence are US government agencies mandated by Congress

http://www.csmonitor.com/2003/0522/p01s02-woiq,htm 4-6-03



Tveys pointing to high civilian death toll in Iraq | csmonitor.com pagina 3 van 4

to assist civilian victims of the war in lraq.

At the instigation of Sen. Patrick Leahy (D) of Vermont, the Ira '

. _ . i q war supplemental bill,
signed by President Bush April 16, directs that an unspecified amount of the $2.4 billion
appropriated for relief and reconstruction in Irag should pay for "assistance for families
of innocent Iraqi civilians who suffer losses as a result of military operations."

"Perhaps It is impossible to eliminate these kinds of mistakes, but you can do something
for the victims after the fact,” says Tim Rieser, an aide to Senator Leahy.

Mourning his children

But that is little comfort to Mahmoud Ali Hamadi. Hugging his 18-month-old son, Haidar,
to his breast for comfort, he cannot hold back his sobs as he recounts how a US missile

tshat landed by his front gate killed his wife and three elder children on the night of April

"My children were the brightest in the whole school,” he recalls, looking fondly at an old
family photograph through his tears. "Eleven years | spent raising them, and in one
instant | lost them.”

Mr. Hamadi’s family died in Rashidiya, a village of palm groves and vegetable plots on
the banks of the Tigris, half an hour north of Baghdad.

Nearly 100 villagers were killed by US bombing and strafing on April S, including 43 in
one house, for reasons that they do not understand. "There was no military base here,”
says Hamadi. "We are not military personnel. This is just a peasant village.”

The need to provide assistance

Civilian victims of US military action in Afghanistan - identified by a team led by Ruzicka
- are also supposed to receive assistance. So far, however, USAID has not disbursed
any of that money, citing security risks and other problems in the parts of Afghanistan
where the money is meant to be spent.

"We have a responsibility to provide assistance, especially when we were the cause,"
says Mr. Rieser.

"It is in our interest to make the point that this was not a war against the Iraqgi people,”
he says. Senator Leahy's hope, he adds, is that the aid will "build goodwill for the US,
which seems to be shrinking by the day in Iraq."

That would appear to be a vain hope in the case of Hamadi, as he mourns the loss of
his family. "The Americans are assassins,” he says wearily, his face worn by grief. "I
haven't complained to the Americans. What would | get if | complained to them? | have
complained only to God."

Iraqi civilian deaths

- Nongovernmental and media organizations have produced widely varying figures on
the number of Iraqgi civilians killed during the recent conflict. The range is a result of
incomplete, unconfirmable, and unavailable information.

« Iragbodycount.net, a website that draws on media accounts and eyewitness reports,
estimates that between 4,065 and 5,223 Iraqi civilians have been killed as a result of
coalifion military action, both during and after the war.

A Mav 15 Associated Press report gives an estimate of 2,100 to 2,600 civilian deaths,
without citing sources,

fiftp://www.csmonitor.com/2003/0522/p01s02-woiq. htm 4-6-03
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* The US Department of Defense has refused to give any sort of estimate on deaths.

* TWo news organizations have produced estimates of civilian casualties in just the
Baghdad area by canvassing hospitals and tallying their records. The Los Angeles
Times reported on May 18 that probably between 1,700 and 2,700 civilians were killed

in and around Baghdad. The Knight Ridder agency published an estimate of between
1,100 and 2,355 on May 4.

Full HTML version of this story which may include photos, graphics, and related links

www.csmenitor.com | Copyright © 2003 The Chrisian Sciance Monitor. All rights resanved.
For permission to reprint/republish this article, pleasa email copyright@csps.com

http://www.csmonitor.com/2003/0522/p01s02-woiq.htm 4-6-03
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Victims of the peace decide Americans

are worse than Saddam
FROM ANTHONY BROWNE IN KHAN BANI SAAD

THE small dank cells with cold stone floors, tiny windows and iron
bars for a door used to house criminals and the victims of Saddam
Hussein's regime. Now Khan Bani Saad prison, overlooked by
watchtowers and surrounded by razorwire, is filled with families who
are victims, not of the war, but of the peace.

Sabrir Hassan Ismael, a mother of six, held her three-year-old
daughter Zahraa in the cell that is now their living room and bedroom,
and cried: "Look at me; look at my family. We live in prison. We can't
buy food because we don't have money. We have no gas to cook.

“We can’t sleep because it's very hot. There are huge insects that bite
us. All night my daughters cry and they can't sleep. | live without any
hope. Just look at us.”

Outside children play in the foetid puddies, swirling dust and searing
heat of the prison courtyard, where prisoners once walked in dread.

Before the end of the war Mrs Sabrir lived with her husband, a local
mayer, on a farm in the town of Khanagin, close to the Iranian border.
They are members of the Arab Saraefien tribe that had survived
unscathed through the Iran-Iraq war, the Gulf War in 1991 and the
invasion of [raq. As opponents of Saddam they even welcomed the
American invasion.

Butitis the peace, and the disintegration of Saddam's grip, that has
destroyed their lives. On April 11, two days after the fall of Saddam,
Kurdish fighters entered Khanaqin, ordering all 15,000 Arabs to leave
within 48 hours.

“There were so many Kurdish fighters we couldn't count them. They
came into our house, and fired into thee air, and grabbed me by the
shoulder and said we had to leave in 48 hours or they would kill us,*
said Mrs Sabrir's son, Amar Hassan Tahar, 26,

The tribal elders insist that Jalal Talabani, leader of the PUK Kurdish
political party, was behind the purge. They went to the local governor,
also a Kurd, to plead for more time. “But he said if Talabani gives us
48 hours, he will give us just 24, or else he would send in the
bulldozers to flatten our houses,” said Fadhe] Jasas, one of the
elders,

The following day Mrs Sabrir and her family had not left, and the

http://www timesonline.co.uk/printFriendly/0,,1-6047-689414.00.html
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After seven days of travelling by foot and by donkey from Khanagin,
1,500 of the tribe ended up in the abandoned prison, 30 miles north of
Baghdad. They had nowhere else to go.

They are part of the rising tide of internal refugees in Iraq, forced out
of their homes by the ethnic conflict that yesterday resulted in more
gunfights between Kurds and Arabs in the town of Kirkuk.

Every day on Iraq’s highways, Arabs who have been forced out of
their homes are drifting south hoping to find somewhere to live. Many,
but not all, of the Arabs in Khanagin had been forced to move there in
1975 from southern Iraq because they opposed Saddam's regime.

Saddam wanted to Arabise the predominantly Kurdish towns close to
the Iranian border. The dictator gave the tribe houses and land, which
he reportedly bought off the Kurds, but now the Kurds have taken
them back as part of a drive to reverse the process.

The occupants of Khan Bani Saad prison, forced to leave their land
for a second time, just want somewhere they call their own.

“I want a home to live in and land to farm” said Mrs Sabrir's husband,
Hassan Tahar Yassim. They have identified land nearby that used to
belong to Saddam, but others have already occupied it.

The tribe has appealed for help to the coalition forces, but no one has
even visited them. They have eaten or sold almost all their animals,
and have only a week left of food. Now they hate the Americans.

“None of the American promises has happened. It is unbelievable
what has happened,” Mr Yassim said.

His son concludes: "We have discovered that Saddam is better than
the Americans.”

Hadeb Hamed Hamed, the tribe’s sheikh, sat on mats on the prison
officer's porch, and said: “The Americans promised us food and
medicine and freedom. But we have lost our homes, our land, our
crops. Now we live in prison with nothing, and they ignore us.

“Itis the allied forces that have done this to us. When we run out of
food, | don't know what we will do.”

In fact, he does know, because with starvation looming, he has been
talking about it with the other elders.

“If we don't have a solution, we will fight the Americans even if they
kill us. It is better than sitting here with nothing and just dying,” he
said.

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/printFriendly/0,,1-6047-689414,00.htm] 4-6-03
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England By AlexKirby SEE ALSO:
Northern Ireland BBC News Online 'environment currespondent UK tolaid Irag [
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Wales reopleiin Irag need urgent advice on avoiding US rejects Iraq
Business CXPOSUre to depleted uranium (DU); the United A AER USRS
MNations has said, Depletad uraniL
Politics ' Balkans
Haajith : ) 25 Mar03 | s
it It wants the US and UK to Uranium weapa
S e provide precise details of sites 12 Mar02 |'s
targeted with DU weapons. UK wamed ovei
Technology ; 11 Jam 01 | Ut

Entertalnment .. Royal'Society, the UK's

national science academy, is
also'demanding targeting data
tolenable a clean-up to begin.

RELATED INTERL
Linep Post-Gonf
Unic

The Royal Socle

Have Your Say
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Country. Profiles

In Depth : e - UK Ministry of ¢
_______________ It says it'is "highly Japanase protestors refect depleted US Department
Programmes. UnSatisfactory™ to continue uranium The BBCis nat ri
Fsi-—-=eee- - USING DU without knowing peaple's exposure levals. content of exterr
RELATED SITES
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“ The UNEnvironment Programme (Unep) expressed [ts :";‘.’f‘“’“""’
TG oo . concern about DU [n a report on Iraq. Virtua) futlre e
2 "A-British succe:
R e Itsays humanitarian issues like restoring water and power, The millimetre |
and cleaning up waste sites to reduce health risks, are 'Pusk’ - Mars-ac

priorities.

‘l", 5
Another priority activity is "a sclentific assessment of sites
struck with'weapons containing DU".

It wants guldelines distributed immediately to military and'
civillan personnel, and to the Iragl people, on hew to
minimise the risk of accidental exposure to DU.

Vital cooperation

The report, the Unep Desk Study on Environment in Iraq,
was prepared by Unep's Post-Coriflict Assessment Unit.

Unep said: *The intensive use
of DU weapons has likely
caused environmental
contamination of as yvet
unknown levels or
conseguences.

"Conducting a DU study would
require recelving precise
coordinates of the targeted

http:/fmewsibbe.co.k/1/hilsci/tech/2972613 stm e e
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nejmilitary. §6 The coallition needs to
acknowledge that DU Is a
The Royal Soclety says details potential hazard

of the DU used in Iraqg are , bl
essential to allow "an effective Frofessor Brian Spratt, Royal
clean=up and monitoring woclety.

programme of both saldlers and civilians".

While Unep had extensive experlence, It sald, It was vital for
Irag to acquire the capability to undertake long-term
monitoring ltself;

Concern for civilians

Professor Brian Spratt chalred a Royal Society working group
which published two reports on DU's health hazards.

He sald: "The coalition needs tolacknowledge that DU is a
potential hazard and make inroads Into tackling it by being
open about where and how much has been deployed.

"Fragments of DU penetrators are potentially hazardous, and
the Roval Society study recommended they should be
removed, and areas of contamination around impact sites
identifled and where necessary made safe.

T G L

"Impact sites in residential areas should be a particular
priority. Long-term monitoring of water and milk to detect
any increase in uranium levels should aiso be introduced in
| Irag."

-

PN VL

The soclety's study concluded that few soldiers or civilians
were likely to be exposed to dangerous DU levels. But It [s
now! calling for tests for soldiers exposed to "substantial"
levels.

No time to waste

Professor Spratt said: "It is only by measuring the levels of
DU in the urine of soldiers that we can understand the
intakes of DU/ that aceur an the battlefield, which Is a
requirement for a better assessment of any hazards to
health.

vt Is vital that this monitoring takes place, and that it takes
place within a matter of months."

Professor Spratt called asiwell
for monitoring of DU [eveis in a &
wide sample of soidiers,

/ ineluding *foot soldiers and
1 field hospital staff across Irag’,
: and Iragl civilians:

i ' He said: "It is hiahly
E5 unsatisfactory to deploy a )
large qmnunt.uf a materlal DUl an effackive tank-Killar

fttp://news bbe co.k/ /hi/sciftech/2972613 stm ' 4-6-03
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Administrative detainees have the fight to receivayisits by the delegates of the
Amnesty International recognizes that temporary restrictive measures su

allowed by, the Folrth, Geneva Convention may b necesséry, especially |
widespread disorders. However, Jt calls ori the USA and the UK to hold ar.
clvilidns for the shortest possible tinre and refease them uniess they are.l
a recognlxably criminal offence and brought to trial.

Amndasty International believes that judicis! review of temporary detentiol
fraquant, Individualized basis. All detainees must have the ability to seek

\administrative = review at any time of the legality of their detention and fc

detention s unlawful, as guarantesd by Article 9 (4) of the [CCFR.
7. Prohibition of coerclon, torture and other forms of brutality

“"No physical lor. moral cogrcion shal be exercised against protected persond, Ir
{nformation from them.or from third parties® (Article 31);

Also prohibited|is “any measure of stich a characteras to cause. the physical si

‘axtermination of protectad persons In their hants. This prohibiion applles not.c

torture, corporal punishiments; mutilation and medical or scientific exper ments
the medical freatment of a pratected person, but alsa to any other measufes of
appliad by civillaniormilitary agents" (Article 32).

Amnesty International calls on the USA and UK fo ensure that civilians ar

_ against any coercion, torture or other forms of brutality.

8. Prohibition of deportation and transfer

Protected persons, whether detained, serving a piison sentence; of not in.cust
forcibly removed from becupled territories. According to'Articie 48 of the Fourth
Convention:

‘(ndividual ormass forcible transfers, as wall as deportations of
from occupled teritory to the temtory, of the Occupying Powera

that of any other cauntry; occupied ornot, are prohipited, regarc
motve:"

Arficle 49,2 of the Fourth) Geneva Caonvention:also prohibits fordble transfers o
population within the ogcugled temitory unlsss "the secunty of the population of
reasons 8o demand’, According to recent reparts, supporters of the Patriotic. Ll
and the Kordistan Democratic Party, groups operating in close coaparmtion with
forcibly displaced Arabs from their homes. The USA and UK, as occupying pov

 obligation to.ensurs that any forcibla displacement happens only In the narrowl
|drcumstances permitted Under Articls 49 ,

' Amnesty International calls on the USA ard UK not fo remove any Iragi cl

occupled ferrifories andtake them fo their own territories or fo those of o
regardiess of the reason. in particular; the:USA must not transfer any pro

Gusantanamo Bay, and the UK should not hand over any protected persor,

‘without guarantees that their rights under occupation law will be fully res
and UK must also ensure that allled armed groups respect the rufes afim
humanitarfan law in these and ail ather circumsiances.

.8 Protection of property and natural resources

The Hague Regulations require the LISA and'LIK to respect "private property” [
*shall be regarded anly as-adminjstrator(s] of publicly ewned buildings and of 1

“suoh "forests, and agricultural ‘estates! (Article 55)L As suchj the USA andithel

appropriate or otherwise :ﬂ?s'paea of public property or of the netural tesources.

The fextensive destruction and appropriation of property, not Justified by militar
wared out unlawfally and wantonly’, 18 awar crime, specifically a grave breact

‘Geneva:Convention (Article 147),

Ambpesty International calls on the USA and the UK fo safeguard the prop

hittpi//web. amuesty.org/library/index/engmde140892003 20-5-08
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Red Crass demed access to PoWs

.'_IUP {03 DDD Iraqis - some of them civilians - believed to be gagged, bound, hooded and
‘beaten al us camps closa to Baghdad airport

Ed \rnllmmy in:Baghdad
- Sunday May 25, 2003

The Observer

The Unitad States is illegally hnidmg thousands of Iraqg] prisoners of war and other captives without access to
human! ﬂghts officials at compounds close to Baghdad alrport, The Obseiver has leamt.

There have also been reports of a mutiny last week by prisoners at an airport compound, in protest against
condrliuns The uprising was 'dealt with* by the Americans, accerding to a|US military source.

- The Intemational Committes.of the Red Cross so far hias been denied access to what the organisation
\bellaves could be as many as 3,000 prisoners held in seanng heat. All othar raguesis to inspect conditions
under.which prisoners are being held have been met with silence'or heen tumed down.

There is circumstantial evidence that prisoners are being gagged and hooded, in the manner of the Afghans
‘and other captives held at Guantanamo Bay In Cuba - treatment ln itself questionable under international law.

Unllke the Afghans in Cuba, therelis no doubt about the status of these captives, whether Po\We or civilians
‘amested for looting or other crimas under military occupation: all have the right, under the laws of war, to be
visited'and documented by the Intemational Red Cross. Thers is no amgument about the situation with regard
to the Iragi armed forces and even the Fedayeen Saddam,’ said the ICRC's spokeswoman in Baghded, Nada
Doumani:

“They ara prisoners of war bacause they have been captured during:ajclear conflictbetweean two states. ifithey
served|in the anmediforces of In a militia with distinctive clothing which ¢came under the chain of command of
one of the warring states, they are protected under article 143 of the Geneva Convention.'

The ICRC has gained access to prisoners held in camps at Umm Qasr in the south, But'with regard to'the

. larger numbers reportedly.held in Baghdad, said Doumani, ‘'we are still waiting for the green light, more than a

- maonth after the end of the confiict. This is in breach of the third Geneva Convenfion. She'said the laws of war
‘should giveithe ICRC access ‘as quickly as possible’. -t

The alrport. camps are also said to contain many hundredafnf civilians detained for Ipoting; who, Doumani
said) 'do not fit into the category of prisoners of war, accurdlngm the'Americans”.

|Civllians held, she said, have similar rights because thay hswa been détained by an occupying power, which
‘the ICRC inslsts the Americans to be, even if thay do’ nﬂi usathose wnn:fs of themselves.

" ‘Civilian prisoners undar amilitary occupaﬁn_n hava the right_tq be,visited and documented,' she said, 'and'for
thelirnext-of-kin to be Informed. Hundreds of familles are ooking-around Baghdad for members of thair
families who have guna missing and are belleved to have been arrested They are being taken somewhera,

‘but no.one knows whare

A US miltary source sald a mutiny occurred at the heglnanQ uf last week at one compound at the airport zone
- for the most part a sealed-off areaand the sﬂa of soma of tha haaviest civiian casuaities as the Amaricans

surgud into the [raql mpﬁal
_ The rebellion was "dealt with" by the US duthorities, sald the source, with no confirmation or denial of deaths,

Witnesses to tha camps are faw, since no [raqi prsonars taken to them have been released. But'a
cameraman for the France 3 tel:aulslun channel, arrested at the Palesting Hotel, did manage a glimpse. Leo
Nicollan has doctimentation signed by a Lisutenant Brad Fisher aaying he was umnngly amestad (and beaten,
with & biack eye 1o prove ity for the alieged theft of a bag from an American reporter.

ittp://wvvwv;observer.co.uk/Print/0,3858,4676630,00.htm] = Lo 4603
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ggﬂinadh??; 3Lg1316nnisfauu|j compound along with he said; about 50 other prisoners, and told e was
*hiind Cact &'g'.-m 98ga tion \ Omhis way out, Nicollan said ha passad a bigger encampment in\which he saw

‘:;:ﬂulr:ﬁ; ;?%iﬁ.ﬁﬁﬁ'mmanm ald organisafion, who asked not to be named, told The Observer that he saw
Hanaced i o o aboarda truck, ;apparently in transit: nother: id worker said by
managed o -Uidap'th Bcoriel . ppaiantly in transit from one place to another. The ai said he

Doumani sl there was no speciic Wording In e Ganéva Gonvertion on the Amsrican practs of hooding

and gagging, but that the faw did specify that prisoners be weatodl BUanol: e hate to asasss it 18
htimane,"she said) | |
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MIDDLE FAST AND NORTH AFRICA IRAQ

@mmm o ICRC sut-dsleguiion. = ICRE ofice vmawmﬁmmmm

CONTEXT

iraq was the: oblect of Interisive’ pfama-
Honulipressiirs fa prole ot F hod'rd Haalf
af weopans of: moss desiuchion or ake
fha full~scalé miliiory ocfian treatensd by
pedoln Stofes hat confifbed fo 'contest
koq's claim thet I was' complying. with
Uniied Nofions resalufions:

lmq alfowad LN s Impecfﬂﬁ back into

fhe catimiry in. November following . for-
year suspension of thellt neivities. It oid so
In. ditcordonce’ with UN. msalufion 1441,
wiileh: found lrog - fo- 'ba’ I ‘materal
hreoch! ol fhe' relevont UN resolutions

" possed:after il Invaded Kiwalt'in 1880,

The resolufion womsc Irog, of of *sarlgus
consequances® If 1 fu!lad foy cooparct with

me:Inspeciom. _
295

Tenslon was: hejghisned by the' largest
Unfed: Siotes and Brish militany: bulld-up
Ifi:the-Gulf. region since e 1891 wor

Prassura:on kg wos: uiher ingreassd .oy
an:lintensification: of US and Britsh alr
nitodie aver ina! ok nothen:ond souin-
sm. ‘no-ly zanes® Imposad ofter the 1991
warwith the-stated:alm . of protecting Kur
dish communitiesn‘the north.and the SAi-
it popaiation (ry he:sotth

Mecnwhile; the! ihreahol war oggrvaied

the iready. dineplightiof he/lregk popuio-

fion, -which-continten o sulfer from' the

+ ifoctsof bwo wars .ond 11,2 vears of exoct

ing-senctors.: Levals: of \unemploymer;
povery, anddenrdvation remealned: hilgh,
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-"Mm many sﬂll agpending. or- govemment
food! rafions Tor day-fo-day suryival,

irog's'war-temogad and dilopldated woer
“and sewage networks furthier deferionoted
“and mnﬁﬂmrad 4 gmwing fheatio public
heaifty. Iraq confinued fo sarely lack ade-
auals: medicalisupplies, Health-cars focil
Iffes .and equ!pmmr as wsl| o8 frolped;
‘medieal parsonnel 1o cars for o uﬁdamng
range;af serlous disordars affeching Grow-
IR nthmbers: o! people,

Bhapges o ihe UN oll-for-food progromme
increased the m.ruHuh:Iw of caffaln geods
for fria-civilian popuiafion bif nevermelass
fel] Tar shartif eavering. basie peads. Most
'of Ird socialy, ofill suffeed  from nade-
qure: oS senoes ond gonos. The nead

aﬂaslunllu! lhmughuut itig oountry,

Irag agreac (n- Nevembesr o fasume dirct
falks I ihe: imnwwmlt ot ine Tripartite
Gmmfmlnn — ‘suspended: ‘sinca’ (o
‘IEEB o establishiwhot hod hoppanad
1:: pacpleiUnaccountediforsinca he 1891
war. This followsd yeors of discreet diplo-
maﬂeaﬁoﬂh\rﬂnﬁﬂﬂcmmad'm
dlojogue:in ordar o geoelercfs. progress
on ItHese igsuss. iThe Tirst. mund of ks
was.axpecied 1o ke place early In 200,

As |0 pravious years, the ICRC remalned
one-ofithis Very:faw Inemational organiza-
tlons: with hisnoniianon projects: and o
equiaf ﬁrassnsa ’rrrmugmmr ol GEvan
e volaffid sfitation 0s 2002 drew 1o a
‘uipse, the IGRE anhanmd s armargenty-
mppmampuhlitw Inlreq ond nefghbuur-
Ing courmes,

Key points in 2002

* IGRC, anatgmcy'-re!isi papabiiity in rag
und nelghbotring, couniriss wos in-
foreed i praponation for eoy! suddan
Inereasain neads

= Tollowing 0. A-year. hiolus, -fhe ICRE

fucilfated onrestmption of direc dig—

iogua’ batwean Jma; Kuwait and Saidl
Arobla o disciss [ssties: sifll olitstand-
Ing from fhe 1891 wor

» fhe CRG supanrlsaﬂ e repafriafion of
527 lragi POWS amlumd duiing: ihe
Imrr~lmq corfilct ond: of 188 Iroq]| ser-
vicemen datained in lran alnce 1991

CIVILIANS

The {ERC continued extenslve gld begun in
mid-1988'1a focis on urgerd nesds not
oovered by thal LN oli-forfood! pro-
Qramma, CRG programmes: mainiy: con-
camed -the -mpdlr ond mainenanca of
hiealthi-cars, water and santtalion facilites;

and! tmining nnd wpnc]t\,r-bualdng In iha.

hedlif-cara sacldr, The primary olm wos
in kaop selectod vifal focllifies: fupctioning
angt 1o guoranies bas(o hygieng,

Malntalning water

'and sanitation systems

Inisutficlent Gleon wotsr suppiles.and inod-
(equate aa.wg& disrmal facllifies ' re-
mialned o mﬂjm solrca of concan, ds
refigated (n: high! faveis of waigr-Bome dis-
ensas: Aresss 0 clean waler ond ode-
gt soniution mmalned padicuiony dif-
fieult i frunali oreqs.  Row sawogs
continued fo confaminate rivers and lakes

‘and the waier ovaliabla: fo)the populotion

In iy areas Wes unfft fo.dink

The!IGRC!s water und hul:tlh:ﬂ pmgmmma-.
n rmq had, becoms ane of iis:bignest

warlewide, |GRE: an[ﬂﬂaqls and fhair lrag!
counterarts contfriuadit polige fie arow-
Ing: nnnds [ fhis. sselor and o devise
anpmprlnls ehnicof medns of Tepalring

of uparading ‘waler, arid! Sewogs: frsofment
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p[ﬂﬁ!s, nationwide: inerensed smphasis

Wwas ploced: on ensutng thot wioter distr-

‘butfon networks funcfion smoathiy: and

sUpply a meximur numbse of peopis.

TheieRG:

= renovaied of [ncreosedilhie’ capacty of
22 wotey ireciment and. pumping slo-
fions ‘and: 5! sewoige freaiment plons,
sepvinig millions ot civilians

= conlinted major epalk and: enovaliog
work ot Bwatar freafment ond 3 sewoge:
\disposal sites [0 varlous ports ‘of fe
COURTITY

* hod by years and rancvated 282 walar
faoiment plants ond! pumplng sfations
and 7 sewnde svacialion sioflons since
iha‘piogromme beaon in- 1883, ond more
thon: 5 million’ people; had-galnad occass:
fo requior and: safe’ supplies of drinking
WItRF 0§ 0l fesitiot s prognmme:

Basic eqtlpment, such os pumps and
pipes; contfntied fo:be obfnlned-undsr the
oll-fci-food propramme, wihile olher spare
‘pars ware plrchased from i lecal matket,

Supp]wng drinking. woter fo small il
cormmurities. frough an paisfy misnape-
obla thermlcal-free spsfam, was otechal-
ol challenge fhot'was mel by o procass
known ‘s oughing fifrafion. IGRC angl-
nsers-odopted this Bchnigiie o locol con-
difions’ Infive govemaorates, previding vik
leges with diret occass o safe  drirking
walter for the first.fime:

in oadiflon’ foiregular mainfenancs. ond
repoin IGRE engingers Olso responded (D
numarts suddan breakdowns, Mus pre-
venling: entire .communifas! from; being
denilved of watern for long periods.

Protecting chvilions

In: I.rlaw of the' '.u'u::erm:Fﬂf\.l fnat mum}ad
n'inaq (hrotghout the: yeat, the
davelonad s contingancy plonning und
nulh tp rellat suppliea’ In' Boghdad: and
afber pars of ha eouniny = and In nefgh-
bolrng - gounhies ~ [0 péparation: Fm
stddan avents odversaly dffacting, e

.cleJisn nupuluhon
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The Unthmkable Is Becoming

‘Normal
' Do Not Forget The Horror...

- The saving of one little boy must not be
@ cover for the ¢rime of this war.

Byl ohn -Pi-lger
The Independent - UK

4-21-3 ®

I ast Sunday, seated inthe audience at the Bafta television awards ceremony;, |
wasstruck by the silence. Here weremany of the mostinfluential members of
the liberal elite, the writers, producers; dramatists, journalists and managers of
our main'source of information, television; and not one broke the silence. It
was as though we were disconnected from the world outside: a world of
rampani; rapaeious power and'great crimes committed in‘our name by our

goyermment and its foreign master. Irag is the !ltest case”, says the Bush
raglme ‘whichievery day sails‘closer to Mussolini's definition of fascismiithe

- meTger of a militarist state with carpm“aie power. Iraq 1s a test case for westem
_ liberals, too.-As the suffering mounts/m'that stricken country, with-Red Cross
doctors describing “incredible” levels of civilian casualties; the choice of the
next conguest. Syna or Iran, 15 debated! on the BBC, as if it were a World
Cup yenue.

The unthmkablc 18 bamg mmahsﬁd The:American essayist Edward Herman <
wrote: " There/is nsually a division of 1abour in doing and rationalising the
unthinkable, with the direct brutahsmg and kalling done by one set of

: mdmduals . ofhers werking on improving technology (aibetter crematory:
gas, alonger bu:mng and more adhsmvenapa]m bomb fragments that -

= penetr’ata flesh in hard-to-trace patterns). It is the fimction of the experts, and
theimainstream media, to normalise the unthinkable for the general public.”

" Herman wrote that fnllawmg thB 1991 Gulf'War, whose nocturnal images:of
American bulldezers buryr _gthousanda of teenage Tragi conscripts, many of
them alive and trying to surrender; were never shown. Thus, the slaughter was
normalised. A study released just before Christmas 1991 by the Medical
Fducational Trust revealed that mare 200,000 Iraqi men; women and amldren
were killed or died as a direct result of the American-led attack. This was

ban:ly mpme;d, and the henm:.dal nature of the 'war" never entered. pubhc
httpﬂwww,mnse mmfgenma]B?fﬂnma htm , LA
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ﬂilﬁ F@ﬂgﬂﬂmwinmne Letus Mmow see 1he plctﬂrss of the vimtekload of dozens

.': T .:,j' .ﬁf ﬂlﬁ?ﬁﬁt&hﬂx‘gﬁ‘v%mmm@ chlldren“ that the Red Cross doctors saw,

.As Ali WBS ﬁﬂWﬂ tG Kuwaut ths Ammcans were proventing Saye The

Children ﬁ'Om St?.-'ﬂdmga plane, with medical supplies into northemn Irad, where

4'3?@'3 are dﬂﬁpﬁrﬂte According ta the UN, halfthe population of Iraq has

: @ugh ‘food to last a fow weeks, The tigad of the World Food
says that 40. million paeple amtmd the world are now seripusly at

5] risk bﬂcausa of the: ﬁlktracuﬁn ofthe humanitarian disaster in [raq.

s Aﬂdtbims "hbera:tmnf“? No., it/ is bloody conquest, witnessed by America's
2 _‘masmhéft'mf Iraq's resources and natural wealth, Ask the crowds in the streets,
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g vindication is nrgent. AS 1 if speaking for - the vindicators, Andrew Marr, the
< EBQ’S"ﬁ: cal

B Bag]!‘iﬂaiwﬂmﬁ a bloodbath: nd that in the end'the Iragis would be

B cala’hrats_;_t_lg And *meoth 'of those pomt}; e has been proved conclusively

0 ; ﬂie fear ancihah‘ed of Saddam Hussein have baen transferred,
' o Bush and Blair and perhaps to.us".

F1‘3 fthe magmtuﬂe of: Biaﬂ‘s folly and crime thatthe contrivance ofhis

olitical editer, rept}rtm Y[ Blair] saxdithey: would be able to take

! ngh

& "Wha { :Qnsumtes a bloadbaﬂl {o the BBC's man.in Downing Street? Did the

~murder of the. 3000 people: {1 New, York's Twin Towers qualify? If his ansyer

T Asyes ‘then the: thousmltls Killed'in' Iraq dunngthe past monthis a bloedbath.

. One reportsays that more than 3,000 Tragis were Killed within 24 hours or less.
" |Qr aresthe vindicators saymg that the lives'of ong set of human beings have

* Jeys value than those 1ecogn isable to 1s? Devaluation of human lifc has always

_. . been: essental {0 the. pursuit'of mpmal power ﬁ"om the Congo to Vietnam,

ftcim Chechnyam [raq

1£, a8 Milan Kundera wr@te, ithe struggle of peaple against power 1S the:

strugeleof memarg agamqt forgetﬂng" then we must not forget We mustuot

: fm:gct Blair's lies about weapans of mass\destruction which, as Hans Blix now

5. were:basedion fabricated evidence gl We must not ferget his callous

' aii‘empis 0'deny (hatan American Trssile kﬂled 62 peoplein a Baghdad
market, And wemust not forget the reason for the blondbath. Last September,
in announcing s’ National Security Strategy, Bush served natico that America
mtandcﬂ 1o dominate theworld by force. Traq was indeed the "test case!: The
TesSt Was: a~charade

Wa»mustnot forge:t ﬂm a British defence seoretary Has anmounced, for the first

" time, fhat his gwammamis ptapared to launch an attack with nuclear
" weapans: He echoes Biish, of course. An ascendant mafid nOW nilesthe’

United States, and the Prime Minister s in/thrall to it. Together, they umpt,y
noble words 6. liberation, ﬁ'aﬁdamand democracy O of their true meaning. The
unspwken touth 15 that: bﬂhmd the bloody conguest: of Iraq is the conguest of us
all; ufgg;_ mmd&, L ','"a;ni'gz and our ga,al,fr:cgpeqt at the very least. 1f we say
and nnﬂiim:g, mm"wer usis assure¢
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AMUST READ!IlISnezana:

Nation Building:

Why Bombs Don’t Make Democracies

By John Laughland _

There has been much hand-wringing over the widespread looting In [raq following the Anglo-American
“Invasion; Evidence that the looting was permitted. and perhaps even encouraged, by coglitlon froops has not
guelledithe party line thatthis'is'atransitionalistage and that/reconstuction is procesding apace. But calid
creation of chaos be a deliberate and even lasting policy?: Recent events in Serbia; the last country to'have
democracy impesed an it by forcs, indicate that the [awlessness and anarchy that now terrofize the civilian
population of Irag.are nota fegreftable transitory stage in'the onward march fowardsithe New World Order.
They arejlnstead the veny essence’ ofithat order.. '

{twas.Pierrs Vergniaud; a Girondin, who correctly predicted that the French Revolution, like Satum, wollid
deyour its\iown children. That certainly happened onithe marning of March 12, 2003 in Belgrade, when an
assassin's bullet dispatchad the Serbian prime ministerin a few swift seconds.

Faw men incamated the revolutionary force ofthe New:\World Order better than Zoran Djindlic—Marxist
 philesopher, bootlegger, and spaok. Diindjic left Yugosiavia n/the early 1970s ta'study at the feet of Jirgen
Habermas, the extreme left-wing ideologiis whoy like his. pupi, was'latento become a prophet of globalism
‘the end of the nation-state. [n 1884, Diindjtc wrote that he.had gone to study/in' Gernrany because Yugoslav
Manxism had been fatally weakened by:Marshall Tito's: policy,of openness to the West. Buthis esoteric
.academic activities—which were in any case abandoned inithe 1880s \when he became an exirems Serb
nationalist and, later, an/exireme supporter. of Eurc-Atlantic integration and worki-wide free trade—wera.in
part a front for: his business ectivities: He'started offiwith a covert exportimport business, [nvolving the sale of
taxtlles produesd inlhis Aumerous sweatshops, and Went on to become a majer cigarette smuggler.during the
'1890s, something finally tevealed by sections of the: Sarblan press, now:closed down, in 2001.

|f the varlous and contradictory ideclogles Bjindjic adopted all had:one thing In/common—thd destruction af
the existing orderin the name of otal revolution—it was his status as a capo dei capi; one of e atirear
ine fﬂgmmlckwﬂh -Wﬁﬂh}""ﬂl’ld.il'{.}ﬂﬂaﬁﬁ: ctiminals;which rn.a-da h_imgaﬂmchve tﬂthB WB'SL Hare was aman
‘who eared only for his owi personaligain and not for!his country. Moreover; his .comings and goings between
 Germanyand Yugoslaviahad enabled him to.work; itis said, for both the!German and Yugostav Intelligance
lene, S0 [ October 2000, Diindiic helped the Amaricans to orgarize the coup d'éfet that ovarthrew
Slobodan MiloseVic, According to two of his fans who wrote/a history of thatday, Oct 5, 2000, Djindjic had
carefullystudied both Trotsky and Clrzio Malaparts's Tacfinlgues of & Coup d'état—based an Mussalini’s
. Marehion:Rome—in preparation for. fils.own march o Belgrade: He trousered'some $100 million of LL.S.

.ﬁxi:ﬂyars..mg_nw-,far:m&:PhrpuSp_._and.-_didinnt:haﬁltﬂta_--to.a;mplay in this task other mambers of the criminal,
gangs of whichihe was aproduct. e . |
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\Civilian deaths in Iraq could be as high as' 10,000
ﬂﬁﬂ-ﬂﬁdﬁ-‘tﬁﬂﬂt‘:uhld be higgest since Vietnam war, writes AN BRUCE

MRICAN guns, bombs and 11!13511133 killed more eivilians in'the recent war in
-lir&q than in any conflict since Viemam, according 1o preliminary assessments
carried out by the N, :—nt&maﬁanal a1d agencies and independent study:groups.

Deaplte US boasts this was the fastest, most clinical ‘campaign ‘in ‘military
: |history, a first snapshot of "collateral damage" indicates that between 5000 and
2k 10000 Iraqi non-combatants died in the course of the hi-tech blitzkries

Organisations 'such a3’ the Red Cross; the Muslim Red Crescent, Amnesty
Intemauonal I-luman Fughts Watch, and me UN are. all stilll carrying out surveys

All‘agree, however, the toll will exceed the 3500, eivilians killed in the 1991 Gulf

- war and the 1800 to 2000 1nnocent Afghans known to have penshed during the
2001 invasion o oust the Taliban and wipe out al Qaeda's tramning campsi IS
\govemment figures for Viemam! olaimed that 300,000 died in the sooth and
63,0100 in'the north of that divided country.

Haidar Tale, who mns fhe Red Crescent's tracing department in Baghdad, said:
“Wejust don't know. fop certain, But thousands are dead, thousands more injured
or mlssmg Ttwall'take timeto reagh'a definitive count. Itwas certainly & disaster
far civilians: caughr in the fighting."

Al spokesmarn for the Red Crosy said: 'We are piecing th‘mg_s together slawly.
Hospitalsiand doctors were overwhelmed by the numbers amiving for treatment,
50 records are. patchy, The indicators from' those records which were kept is'a
hlgh civilian bndycmunt and'many, many more injured.”

The independent US-based Campmgn for Innocent Victims in Conflict (Civic)
has sent out 150 volunteers to interview vietims' families and record injuresiand
«damageto. propre:rty The group is:als0 cmss~c:heckmg stories with' grave sites.

Marla Ruzicka Cwm eo-ordinator, said; "Our people have already found more
than, 1000 graves: in the fownl off Nasaryah in the south, where fedayeen
resistance meant days of heavy streetfighting and air strikes, and atleast another
1000/ fresh graves in the Baghdadarea."

‘The Red Crescent says: there Are MENY more civilian graves berween Nasatiyah
\and Na;af along the Euphrates River: Pro-Saddam militia made a number of
 stands and ambustes in/blilt-up areasito slow the TS advanee on the capital and
FJJ]{Q, hnmbm and amllex:.r vﬁm a]l us&d tu dmlﬂdge them fmm popuiated

Fr2 08 mﬁfeﬁsonbiatk Herald qf New Hmnpshue Univarsny, Wha i3 alfm 8 spokesman' :
" for ragbodycount, & website dedicated to reyealing the civilian cost of tha WAL,

| http\ffwww theheraldico; ukfnewafmmvafzs-&m 93-23-43-5%1::11 s ,,
' _ mmmm EI ’N
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PROFIT FROM THE TREND

Wed, JUn 04, 2003, 13:34 GMT

Group DIsputes U.6. Raport of Iraq Attack #

NEWYORK May 28, 2003 (AP Online via COMTEX). — A repoit by a Journallsts' advocacy
group dlsputea the Fantagons acoount of a U,S. attack on a Baghdad hutal that kdfled; two
camerameninApdf.

Spanish camerarman Joss Couso, of Telecincd, end Tares: Fortsyuk, & Ukrainian cameraman
Tor Heuters; were: kiledAprl & whenilU.S: forces struckthe'FPalestine Hotel,

1he Pantegan has sald the shelling was in response to hostile fite from the hotsl, whare
Couso, PditeyUk and about 100 ethar journalists were staylng.

‘Butthe report) released Tuesday by the Committes to Protect: Journalists; said Journalists
: monitorng the ﬁghhng fromitheir baiconies disputed that 1.5, troops hiad bean fired:pon
from:the‘hotel:

Thera is. slmply. no evidence fo.support the official LI.S: position that U.S; fmce:a were
returning hostile fire from the Palastine Hotel," the report sald,

instead, the feport suggests that LS forces fired while searching for a atspected |raql
"apotter? of forward obsarver, near the ‘Palesting Hotel o the east side of the Tigrs River.

Acccrdmg to the report; members of the Fourth Battalion, €4th Armored: Third | nfantry.
Divislon, located on'the Al~lumhtriya Bridge, cama under intanss fire:

Brigade commandar Col: David Perking ssked Associated Press reporter Chisi Tomlinson
and Greg Kaily of Fax Telavision, smbedded with the U.S, forces; to help identify the hotel so
that the Americarts could ‘avold it [n:the avent of 'an sir stike, the report &aid,

Tomlinson called the AP office |n Doha, Gatar, to.get & description of the hotel and to reach
pecpla ataymg there: Hea plannedito raiay a message, telling the journalists to hang bed
sheets out their windows ta'make the hote| easily identifiabie,

U.s.

[oeatad aparson with biroctlars, It 1s not clearwhether tank comimander Sgt Shawn Gibson ,
then recelved an immediateorder to.fite or whether his supefions gava the order after some STB g HS
delibaration; the reportsald!

While: Tomlinsan was tryind 1o locats the hotel, a tank officer radioad to say that ha had

A singla round ofahell fire wes unieashed, stiking & 15th-floor baicany of the hotal,

The Immediata reaction o the aiteck from LUS! comimanders/was 'anger and constarmation,®
the report saldlLf Col. PhilipiDeGamptold.Capt! Phllip Wolford, YYou're notsupposed to fice
on:the hutal N Famlinsonireccunted!inthe report.

Wolford has since given diffefent statements, saying in,somainstances that the tank was
firlng &t & spotter With binoculars and [n others that the tahk was ‘retuming™ fire, the re port
sald;

The repoit sald & CPJ raquest to/the Defense Department tolinterview Woifard e panding;

Jovirmalists sta’:fing at the hote! sald that American troops had not-been fired an !'rom within:
the hicbel: x

‘Theiraport sald thet the attack pn the hotsl, “while nat dell bamte, was. auufulahia, and called.
on the Pantagon to provide:a "full: public accalinting of the Incident

hitpflovwrve ey com/priatstory.sfm7sioryid=148w1890 e






USfﬁlamed fbr Eaghdad tensmn

' I'Bntam saysﬂmerzcan mllliary faiiure o secure capital’ ﬂ-rreatens to rchaler,;r reconstruction

Nicholas: Watt,and Richard Mortun-T:yior
Saturday May 24, 2003
The Gumllan

' Britain believes that hem-handad tactics by:the US military are to blame for America’s failure to'secure
‘Baghdad, whlch threatens'to delay the reconstruction of ragas fnraign companies steer clear of the capital,

Tony Blair has been told In stark terms that American forces have:exacerbated tensions because they have
refissed to mingle: among the' Iocal poptilationin the saime way as British forces in Iraq's second city'of Basra,

; -Tha finger of blame s being pointed &t troops from the 3 infantry Division, the main S forcesin Baghdad,
who:are said to be desperats to return home after. bearing the brunt of the military. campaign.

;Elne source sald: "inthe: capital the US forces have not adaptad the mingling! profile; with the poptiace- that
has been a'success Fn other:cities: Thatis'not' the instinct of a heavily: armolred division that hias gons
-thmugh a tough war.”

The failure to secure Baghdad which contrasts with successas by US and British forces in other pars of iraq,
will have grave consequencas for reconstruction, |t fs understood that US corporations, such:as Bechtel and
the USN_r.I _g’_oye_lm.nmnt department, are reluctantto start rapaiﬁng iraq's Infrastructure until Baghdad Is safer.

Britaln is pinning.its hopes on the US 4th:Armoured Division, which is due to replace the 3rd Infantry Division.
“The US knows what they have to do but it'is a/question of effecting it.," the source said.

There are signs that ﬁmeﬂu Is 'changing its taclics bafora the arrival of the new troops. Inthe past week US
forces have steppedilp) patrols to crack down on crime ‘and there |s'said to be avidence that random crime s
reducing.

‘The change in Americantactics is undarstood to be. behind'a decision' by Britishi commanders not to'send
troops to Baghdad. After days of agonising'-and growing: resistancs from soldiers and their families - Britain
haa decided that e US can cope witholt UK reinforcaments, tholigh a final decision has yet to ba/made.

‘Senior defence solrces sald that/British commanders have been caught between & desire to maintain‘good
reiations with the Americans and. concem about being sucked into a situation it would be hardito get out of, "It
[s'not in our inferests to be drawnin;” one source sald.

British icormmanders have been discussing the |ssua withthelr American counterparts for days, prompting
spamiahm earier this week that slements of Britain's 168 Alr Assault Brigade, Including paratroopers, would
be'deployed to Baghdad from bases |n southern Iraq. *The Americans were war weary and. scratching thair
heads® about how to deal with the:situation (n the Iraql capital, sources said.,

Jahn Sawers, the main:British, raprasantaﬁva in|Baghdad, Underined tha challenges when he wamad that the:
capital was & long way behind the rest of the country. Ra'storing power, water and other sbrviceswas proving
difcult

~ "Baghdad hasnot rm?ad {omaid to anything hke e same extent as the rest of the cauntry,” he said during &
visitio Lnndnn

Mr Sawars addad that he was sncouraged by the appointment of Paul Bremer as President George Bush's
anvoyito lraq to replace Jay Gamer, who was w!daly geen as & disaster, Dm:nhlng Mr Bremeras a "good
thing®, he sald that he was heglnnlng to"get a.grip™.

' The dlfﬁwlty in mtnﬂng nurrmlﬂy fo: Baghdacf mimors the political challenges In fomming an interim gl
auth ority as the first stap towands establishing a sovereign government. Mr Sawars said thata nationaliraqi

e dzlrlfsrehce \which will chaoss a broad'basad Interim authority, would not ba'held until July et the earflest.

hittp://ww: guardian.co.uk/Print/0,3858,4676075,00 html et .






A ey =L

i The. wasternumedla famsed on: iha number of. cwillans Killed in iraq. but the cotntry!s >
o nrepareﬂ armEd forces; suﬁered far gr&ater [0s88s

Juhﬂthdn St
Wednﬂsday Hay 28,2003

L4 ThaGnard[an

Al m‘ﬂr Baﬁhdad ionwalls:of musquas ‘oroutside pnvate hemes; pleces ofiblack tloth mscﬁbed withyellow
Iettering bear Witness to the: thousands of [ragis Kilediin the Amarimn—lad war. Only'If they vare officers do
th&sﬂ ntfm make clear whether the wctlrns were soldiers or c:nnli‘ans As far as. Iraqis are concermed dll the

“dbadiate "martyrs’, whether ﬂ'lﬁf fall dafending their colintry or were struck when missiles.or clusten bombs hit
*ﬂ'rew homas :

' '-Ir‘aqm argUe; ’hm in'awar launched againat thelr catiniry IIIepalty every casualty [s an innocant who desemnves

\bauialmauming. "rat tha few westem newspapers. and human nghts qroups which hava begtin tolcalcutate the
_Wﬁl‘sldaréﬂ‘u IUH 'focds on dwiama

“The websita - www.irsabodycountnet - cajculates theicivillan toll s between 5,425 and 7,041, A Los Angeles
' Tlmas suney of 27 hospital recnrds in Baghdad ‘and iis ouﬂymg districts found that 1,700 dvii}ans diedin this

i-'area

The blas inithess counts may:be Infilencad by the trend of wars In the Baikans ;Chechnya and Africa, where

_ 'd\nﬂans were at gmatast risk Evidanca fromiirag suggests: this warwas d|ffemnt

The Los Angalas Tlmas iitsalf contacted foln rrmaquwbamd Hitial sumanes whichireported. interming 600"
htnﬂas (of civilians| Bnd manylmore of soldiers. HaldarTan, director of racing missing personsiforithe Iragj
Red E:ras-:em estimated: Up o/, ,000 such qndocumentad bunals, perhaps two-thirds inviolving soidiers.

Inferviews | did\with officers and sokdiers in Baghdad also suggest the milltary. death toll exceadad the dvikan:

~The Imbalanca was not'as marked as in the first Gulfiwar when araund 3,500 |ragi civilians were killed,
mmparad With 104, ﬂﬂﬂ soldiers. '

[In‘this'war no more than 10% died in\most units, Thelresistance American and British fnrce:a met asithey
--‘advanc:ed Intollrag was mainly’ caonfined to the firstwesek. After thatiman rapn awayin huge. numbers.

L! Col Adal Abdull Jabar commanded an air: defence. unit-on the eastern approach to Baghdad. "We had 250
_mura oving ebowtiin th& area manning. 57mm ant-alrcraft guns, Amarican planes were hitlingus day and
‘night: Wa aﬁat down sofma criiss missiles and morala Initiaily was high ® bie racalis

"ﬁ.ltera missile. smmd adirecthitanan undergrotind bunkey Htllng four soldlers on March 24, three days into

this war, many desarted. "We'were dowmto 175 men out of 250 after aweek," ha says. On Aprit 4 a cluster
‘bombliandedion!part of ‘thie air dsfenc:e lnma at Dolra, Jitreallyifrightened the men. Acaptaln, a first
Hieitenant, and 108 soldisrs ware killed or woundeﬁ Yau cottld not'approach the in]urad bacausa of the

o umpindad ‘Bombe lying on the grotind. Thq wounded were dying whers thaywers.

iTliizl shuck causad'a new exodls. By April 8 the unitionk had 13 officers and one soldiar, wounded intheam.

; '-'Muraman &D% had fled. 'Tw&nty five, axacﬂy 10%, haddied.

- Stationed at ihﬂ al-Taﬂ alrbase. north of Bagh-dad, Brivate Abpas All Husseln was a private i an afiilisny unit:
"He and 200 others ware ardared o move to the- uapttal’s wasi’am cu!skirm as l{m Amqﬁcqna gpprqached Half

_'sﬁpped ‘off on the waylor ﬂarsaltad In'the first: days

: '@n .mpnl 5 us, planas aﬂa-::ka;l "Ewan of ouri18.guns: wara hitin one: huur 88YE Hmsqin "The:r werelin

civlianiareas onthe maln rpad. The otfisrs wers quickly, moved Unden Paim traes. Bstween seven and 10 of

8] _bJal_

; U8 WETS ldlle;r mﬁam fan. 1 axparianr:ad bn-mblng asa c.hlld hut had never ‘bean near anythrng fike this. hwau
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RS member of the Baath party. By Aprl8, when US forces s 5 In Baghdad, he and fivs others
- Were & only onesaft from the unitof 200. Like many athier Baghdad sokliers, Privats Husseln used to go

|home during|the war for food and clean lothes The afmy supplied nothini) Desertions if his Uit were at

o) =

 50% Around 5% were kifed]

_ Qhﬁbfﬂ!&blﬂﬁﬁﬁhﬂmmﬂkplam ot Baghdad almport. Adel All, 29, was with 850 aliforce traops guarding
mﬁ-wnmtﬁf..;?rhar;a_wgrq-1.—.uu_n-lnfant_r.y_:-arid-ggmhar 1:000 Raptiblican guards outsidia the airfiekl. Ater LIS

land forces 'rsacaéhéﬁ{'it:_01f_\j._Bﬁﬂ!’ﬁi‘-ﬁ_ﬁ;‘ésﬁirﬂtes that about & hiindred Iraqis died. The death foll was 3%

o iy to stop deseitione, sokliess had fo sign a deciaration saying they understood they would be executed. In
praciice, no internviewes knew of such cases. Mass desertions affected evary Uit includingithe Special

Republican Guards, who.experts predicted Wolld mount the fiercast resistance. Mary were members of
.~ Saddam Hussain's tribe iniTikat-[n fact tHey abandaned Tkt avan before Baghdad fell.

‘Befats the-war, thinkianks estimaied thatthe lrad| milttary had 889600 men, Including 80,000 membsrs ofthe
Republican Guard. raq was also balieved ta have tpto 60,000 paramilitaries and 650,000 resesnvists, though

how many of {he Jetter’answerad the callis tnclear.

Extrapoiating from the death-rates of between a5 and 10% found in the unlts around Baghdad, one reaches @
181l of between' 13,500:and 43,000 dead among troops and ‘paramilitaries. The heaviest fighting took piace

‘around Baghdad and in @ few places on the, rolite from the south-The overall casualty rate may lie closarto

‘thelower figure:

e fesue. "We don'l do body counts?, <5id General Tommy, Franks, the US commander:

|
i
i
% Postwar calcuiations are rough; but they are all there is since Ireqiofficials kept no tally. The US also avoided

jetesle @aunrdianicoluk
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PROFIT FROM THE TREND.

Wed, Jun 04, 2003, 1324 GMT

No:bunkerwhere 1S, bam b targeted Saddani-CBS REUTERS D

MHINETGN. May 28 (iRetiters)The Haghdad bunksrwhich the United States sald it
nombedionthe:opating night plithe [rag warinia:bid to kili'Saddam Huseein never existed,
GBS Evening News reportad on \Wedneaday,

Thepatwork atotad a .S Army|colonel in'charge'of Inapecting key sites in Baghdad s
saying 1o trace ofa bunker or of bodies had besi found at the site on'the southetroutskirts
oftnslraglicapitali known as DoraFarms:. @ ek

Wiftien e calmia ‘oLt here, the primary thing thay wera looking forwas an Underground
fecility, oribodies, Toransics, snd basleally, what they saw was glant holes created. Na
Untarground facilities) no bediss,* Col. Tim Madere sald

GRS, maying itwas thefint newslorganization to Visitthe sits| reportsd that the GlA had
searchaditionce.and Coll Madere had searchisd it fwice as pan'of effoite tofindraces of
BINA that ootlld Indicate if Saddam orhie’sons had bean killed or wolnded!

dhanstwork saldtha main palace/in'the compodnd remained standing despite the
SUrmlnding destruction) |t qUoted Maders as sayinglanyone who had:been In the. buiiding
‘could'have shivived the rald.

Sﬁurﬂ]r.'al‘ter.thﬂ_'ufhck. UiSiDefense Sacratary Borald Rumsfsld toid mporters; *Thare'sino
guestion butthat theistrike an that leadership headquartars Was s(ccessfdl. We have
Photograptis ofwhat tock place. The question iej\what was in there?"

/e United States sffectivelyl acknowledged that the March 20 raid faited tolkil Saddam when
it [atinchied'a second aifattack aimed atthe rai president on Apil 7

\he fate of Saodam and/his suns Udayand Quaay s stil] Unclear;

| Rumsfaid sald sarlier this month, \If YOu don't have emd&ho‘a‘ hals desad, yourve probably ot
i Essuma hes alive ((VWiitten by Anton-Fermeira, edited by: Bette. ©)Connor, Americas Desk
+1:202 B08-8484) '
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PROFIT FROM THE TREND.

Wi, Uil 04; 2003, 13,44 GMT

U.S.fIrms jead second looting ot iraq

May! ET 2003 (Knight Ridder Nmmpem Knight Ridder/Tribune News Service via
-{FJ‘OMTEK} The eamnu [oating of rag makes the first wave of [awlessnesa [ook [ike child's
ay

Iragis continue to break into gavemment bulidings, businesses, homes, librares and
- musatme and watk off with everything they can carry. The U.S ded milﬂnry invaslonithat
ousted:lraqliFresldent Saddam Hussein also destroyed law and order.

Deec 2002
The'sscond |ooting/is more extensive than the fist Its by US| corporations Wit ties to the _
Blsh'adm|alstration.

These companies are walkingoff with' megamoney contracts 10" rebUlid™ that war=tarn
‘cotintry. The U:NE Security Counclion Thumday: helped. voting to allow the Unitad States'and
Biitainitojgovern irag and useits oil to!fiel the'multbillion-dollar reconstriiction:

Jan 2002

1.09

Bechte! Com, this spﬁnq recelved acontract worth poss|tly 5680 million from the 1.5,
govemment{o revamp liag's sewer, powar and water systemis ravaged by war and 12 yeamns
of .S -led eanctions

“The'San krancisco-based company, which bullt the HooverDam in the 1930s, s & high- 1 1 7
rollIngWeshingtoniinslder [t fias employed severalitop former GOP officlals, inéluding

Cespar Weinberger, former defense secratary, and George Shultz, a former eacretary’of May 2003
state,

Dentocrats complained that the Bush adminlstration did not operr the second faoting of fraq to
tompeﬂﬁ‘u'e Hidding, But thal).S! Ageno_.‘ for International Devalopment esldithe action-to go
with' Bechtal was tol get help to Iraqiqulckly. June 2003

I-OIl

The second laoting inciudes |Ucrative cnnlrac:mhg_oing to/Halliborton Cou Vice President Dick
Chenay wan chief exscutive of Dallas-based Halliburton from 1985:to 2000 bafore he foined P RO F IT
George W. Bush's GOP ticket to the Whits House.

The Defense Departmant haa given KER; a Halliburton Co. slbsldlary, nearly $80 milionito

sefve Americans assisting In the rabuilding of!| raq: Thatincludes redoing & presidential T H E
palace, KBR also Is getting $24 million'to getirag's ojl faciites working and distiibute the fuai
in'that. gasdTna-atawed ination. T R E N D

' "

Then the Pentagon cleated a stir, ‘ploking ME! for a/$45 milllen comtract o bulldia small
wireless phone network'in:|rag with 19 towers serving 5| 000to 10,000 mobile phones Used
by reconetruction and aid workers: MCI, aisolknown as Wur’anm ine, bs still drawing fire for,
ite messive: anmun‘ling 1raud problems.

Critics hava called the deals praferantialraatment. UiS: officials deny the allegation.

Bnﬁuﬁ-umpq fought longside LS. forces, however Erftish companies: have bean exciuded
from: this second |ooting. They‘ra'nat heppy-either,

The escand looting of Isag could graw to multibilliop=doliar spoils of war. The reconstrugtion
eoulld reach $100 Hillon-and became the largest since World War .

Butﬂwowghout li1iﬂ bigger. more-extansive jeoting of jmq in'the name of “fresdom’ and
"iberation,” Americans. naud 10 ask what'a happeningtoithe |raql people. The secondlooting
ta‘reaulting [niiruckioads of nuppnau fiowing Into that hnpouad:hed nation, but for Americans:

Lithe spanding hias takan place to bensfitiraqis. They(re slated to get $2.4 Billlon that Bush'

it/ zawya.com/printstory cim?storgid=1473891 4-6-03
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Blair 'ignored advice that occupation is
illegat

BY/TOM BALDWIN

TONY BLAIR has [gnored the Govermment's own legal advice that-the

British-Amencan occupaton of Irag is in breach ofintemational:law it
was alleged astnight

The New: Sfatesmah magazine published what it claims is. a leaked
memo:from Lord Goldsmith; the Attomey-General, waming that any
loccupation ‘would be lllegal without-approval from the United Nations
Security Council.

The disciosure willreinforce;simliar claims made by Glare:Short, who
aiso questioned|the legality of the curent operationiin Iraq:when'she
resigned as Intemational Development Secretary.

The memo to/Mr Blalrwas written on March 26, eight days after
military action began, The magazine says Lord Goldsmith made clear
that all post-war LS and 'British activity inlirmq; beyond essantial
maintenance.of security, wotlld be unlawful without UN authorisation.

A UN resolution onithe occipation hasibeen tabled at the Security
Counclliand Downing Street sald lastinighti it was: optimistic that this
wolld soon by agreed.

A'spokesman said: "We do not comment on leaks but we would point
out that the Attomey-Generalis on record saying the miiitary action in
iraq weas legal.”

He alsojead ou't.-a-s_tntema nt by Lord Goldmsitfy last week which sald:
% am satisfied that the Government has acted in accordance with
intemational law. It has made clear that itwill continueto.do £0.%

However, Lord Goldesmith's Use of past tense.in this statement has
‘already [ed fo cails from/the Tories for himto publish his full advice.

According: to the Vew Statesmar, the/Attomey-Gereral's mema
stated: "My view!ls that a further Sumﬁty Gouncil resolution|fs needed
to authorse linposing reformiand restructiring of Iraq andiits
Govemment®

Giting: the two: maln pillare of international law; the Geneva
Convention and the Hague Regulations, Lord Guldsmh‘.h who is the
Govemments legal adviser and sits In. the Cabinal; listed the
Simitations placed on the authority of an ©cclpying F'mvef Thesa
included attempts at ‘widerangiri reforms of governmentaliand

fttpi//wesvw. imesonline.co.uk/printEriendly/0,, 1-6047-688581,00 html 4603
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US Colonel Admits 500 Tons of DU Were Used In Irag
Thursdmy, 8 May .2003] 10:53 am

Article: Jay Shaft

U.S. Colonel Admits 500 Tons of D.U. Were Used
in Iraqg

By Jay Shaft
Coalition For Free Thought In Media
Sivay 2003

In three separatelintenviews a LI.S. Special Operations. Command
Colonet admtted that the U.5. and /Great Britain fired 500 tons of D.1.
munitions'inte Iraq.

He'has'alsc informed me that the G.B.1). =28 BLU 113 Penetrator Bunker
Buster 5000 pound bomb contains D.U. in the warhead, Until rnow, as.far
as 1 Know, the materials used to make the warhead of the G.B,U-28
have remained shrouded in mystery.

fe also admitted that privately the Pentadon has acknowledged the
health hazards of D.U. for years.

teasked to remain inniamed forn obviously, apparent safety reasons, and
so that'hemay remaln a valuable source of information, (I will admit
that Twill jealously guard his/identity talkéep him as a source.)

I nave verified hisidentity and that his information Is mostly acclirate.

Some things I could not verify due to top secret classifications of certain
Weaporns,

‘Ihefollowing is a transeript of questions I asked him. I willirefer to him
as U.5.C, from here on.

3,8.1 I upderstand you are a/Colonelin the W.5. mlita ry, Is that rlaht?

J'S.C.: You are correct; I work for the LS, Special Operatiens
Command attached to Central Command. My job'is to plot coordinates
for targets and decide what'is the best way to destroy the'target.

I'hiavea large network of analysts at my disposal to analyze each target
and figure out what weapqns wolld best de.struy It

15, Do You Know how fUch D_;U...wa_sl,m_st used i Iraq, and what types
of munitions were used? / : ' R Ak
WS.Cx ;mwmﬂ;f at least 5{#9 tons of D.U. munitions that were

used Egﬁ m%llﬁlnﬂ farces, 1 also. know that many. clties were
Jee/Nson/stories/HL0305/S00050 htm
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'?ﬁﬁa‘ﬂl*i’---':ﬁﬂmﬁﬁr_d_e:;i_'fwi_rh- B.U, f;;ur:.-;fi_gng__.

Sﬂﬂ teqs? Are ymu absulutelyxsur&'a 2

LLS,C.‘ @h THOSt: SUTEﬂﬂ that matter., I knuw it v.‘as a3 I:t’tie over’500

1ans, BUE you| can round off your figures t
(chlickles): your figures to the pearest hundred tons

1.8 W;h’at,abm@t-ﬁ.thé cities? Did'you deliberately use D.U. on them?

 US.Clet's just say that we didn't do anyth:ﬁg to avold using D.U. in

citles orhieavily: mpulated areas I km::w that I selected some D. LI,
bunker busters because of the fact that they have a high penetration
factor, 1 used D. U, ‘weapons exclusivelyon some targetsiso as to ensure
‘maximumi damage o thiose targets, You'don't want 1o just halfway
destroy: sume targets, you want maximum damage.

3.8z Hold'onihere, 1 dida't know that the Bunker Busters were DiU: How
sin you'kiow: that? 1 have to make strethis is for real.

U.S.C.: Well the specs on the B.B.5 are top secref; 50 goodiluckion
verifying it. To answer your questmn T will askiyou one. How do you
thinkithey can penetrate a steel hardened bunker with a bomb Unit?
There has to'be' DL 0 the warfiead or else you wouldnlt get the
‘penetration of the: target that lis burled inderground:

35 Eih _I:-_s.'é‘é vour point, Well can you tellime which ofithe BiBis have
B warheads?

B.S.CaWelli o « (long pause) Tithink Twill'tell you about one and
[eave [t atthat: The G.B:U,-28(guided bomb unit) BLU 1188 5000
poinder is capable of being fi fitted with a D.U. warhead and dropped. 1t
isinot solely @ Bill) warhead; they still use them with conventional non=
D.US warheads.

1If you 'were watching T.V.: and you'saw any bombs hit there'was:an easy
way 1o tell if it was D! s

If you saw all those ligtle secondary white fires buming'in'the alrin the
Blast: that was B, U. burning'off, DLUL burnswith:a whitish orange flame;
almost Iaaks hke a firework shell burning.

LR BE

:J.,S;-: Any u_th,e,;: B.B.'s Using P:U. warheads?

U.S.€.c. I don't think il answer that, 1\Ve already said too much. Next
"questlun! ;

J St Ban:k ¥o the 500 tons of DU, didthe D: 0 I3}, i Fentagon
delmerateiy target clvilian areas? And if they did, why?

u S C.. liE: answared ‘that'alr adw plt T willitell you' that there were a lot
of Iragl armored veliclesin and around: most major cities. Our own
“tanks and vemclas"use B, . penetraton rounds to destroy those enemy
vehicies, We are aware th at ‘over 100 tons of DuU, munitions were used
in andaround Baghdad, it allot mare fighting: went on around the
‘Northern’ ‘cities and Basrg. We! knocked out oyer 20,000 different types
of vehicleedmﬂw?;ﬂaﬂd ven shelled bulldings in downtown Baghdad
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The politics within

DPepleted Uranium makes imprassive coating! for bombshelis. |l also'summons a

familiar ‘mix. of  political girmmickry; ‘technical 'obfuscationy and humanitarian
dithering, Hala Sakr reporls

‘After the Gulf War in 1991, Tragi doctors began publishing‘alarming figures
about the niging frequency of malignancy and  congenital malformations,
particularly in southern Irag and' arotind/Basra. “Cancer cases rose from 5,884
casesiin) 1989 fo 14,752 in 2001, Leukaemia has parhieulary increased in the
south, where we detected depleted uranium (DU). And birth defects climbed
fiom 1.9 per cent of births in 198910 7.4 per cent in 2001," Ayed Mohan Al-
Delaimi, director general of preventive medicine at the Iraqi Ministry of Health
told Al-Akram Weekly,

According to Ashraf El-Bayoums, professor of chemistry at Michigan State and
Alexandria universities and former head of the Traq observation unit of the World
Food Programme, "D was first tested in'combat duting the Guif'War in 1991,
where between 300 and 800 tonnes were used by the ailied forces against Irag,
Toater DU weapons were used in smaller quantities in the Balkans (1994) and
Yigoslavia (1999) " "Kuswait was not spared either." he added, refemng o the
huge explosion that oecurred in'the US-army base in Doha'in July 1991 As
muoh ‘as four fonnes of DU burmed in fire, causing 'widespread heaith and
environmental hazards: An Amencan! radiological contamination team, sent o
tho site after the fire. confirmed that it had caused oxidation and dispersal of DU

Die to its high density, DU is used'to/increase the piercing power of shells and
to| render tanks less vilnerable to penetration from conventional rounds: Itis.a
by-product of the enrichment process used;to produce weapons-grade nucicar
material and nuclear fuel. Around 50 years of nuclear weapon and nuclear fuel
production in the US Have left massive quactities of DU According to! El-
Bayoumi, about one million tonnes of DU have been created in this fashion.
#Storing such large amounts of radioactive and poisonous material presents a

|burden to the US ‘goyemment, which: therefore providesiit free-of-charge to amms
manufacturess'who reaphuge profits as a result," he explained '

Alreport documenting the aftermath of the Gulf War, 1993+ 1995, was published

by: the German Abriman-Veslag in/2000, under the titte: Uranium Projectiles,

Severely Maimed Soldiers, Deformed Babies, Dying Children. “This'time, the
US. had the added bonus.. of beingi able to dispose of the dangerous waste
generated by their atomic indusiry conveniently and cheaply. Today's Iraq is'thus

Ja'niuclear waste dump — with shocking consequences for' the population," the

reportistated) «

NATO and US military officials repeatedly disputed:suchreports, *The reasons
for theidenials are’ related mlegaltaﬂcaspecfa, compensation jssyes and human
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uippines, Maryiand, Neyada, Flonda, Califorma)and especial di
the US Navy range on the Vieques, Puerto Rica:"l'ma, e

In' the early 90s, German professor Siegwart-Horst Gilnther, while teaching
infections diseases and epidemiology at Baghdad University, had the opportumity
to conduct: extensive studies in Iraq related!to the health consequences of DU,
His research establistied similarifies between symptoms of exposure ta DU and
the so-called Gulf War Syndrome exhibited by US and British soldiers and their
children) El-Bayoumi pointed out that "the pattern of the different kinds of
cancer in southem [ragiare also yery similar to those in areas near Cherniobyl, the
site of the nuclear reactor's explosion.”

The lethal substance was to rear its head! again, in Afghanistan this year. Dai
Williams, independent researcher and oceupational psychologist wrote a report
titled Mystery Metal Nightmare in Afghanistan? "The immediate concern for
professionals and employees of aid organisations remains the threat of extensive
DU contamination in Afghanistan," he said. This|concem 15 expressed by Robert
James Parsons in his article: Deleted Uranium in Bunker Bombs: Amenca’s Big
Dirty Secret\(le Monde Diplomatique, en-line, March 2002).

Several Pakistani newspapers raised the matter in their reports on the war in
Afgphanistan. The daily Dawn cited 'a leading military expert claiming tat since
October 7 (the beginning of theistrikes on Afghanistan), the US Air Force has
been: raining down DU shells at targets inside Afghanistan”. The Weekly
Independent asserted  that "weapons loaded with processed nugclear waste have
been tised as secret weapons in the US-led airstrikes against the Taliban.®

"t ia unquestionable that DU was used in Iraq; The eyidence proyided by Iragi
scientists cannot be neglected. Conclusive evidence requires an independent
‘study. And this should have been the role of the World Health Organisation,
WHO. Instead, the case was lost between the WHO and the Intemnational Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA)," El-Bayoumi said.

"The 1S govemment is not keen to' have such! evidence, for financial and
political reasons, Financjally, thousands of American veterans conld succeed in

receiying due: corpensation. _]?{iliﬁcalljr-, they could proyide grounds for war
crime accusations,” El-Bayoumi elaborated.

Early in 2001, Carla del Ponte, chief prosecutor at the International War Crimes

Tribunal, stated that NATQ's use of DU could be investigated as a possibie war

L TP O R I B - A e e

crime, 'if coherent results emerge: directly linking the use of DU ammunition
with health problems", .

» L
L NE=N

The WHO has repeatedly been criticised for not acting promptly on the matter,
Wiiting iniLe Monde Diplomatigite, Robert James Parsons stated that "the WHO
:'_ﬁndertﬁfqlg._;iﬁ:pmpa:;&pi‘dﬂnﬁal;ogiui study, only an academic desk study. Under

B ; pressure from TAEA, WHO. ‘confined itself to 5tuc!ying DU as a heavy metal

Fe] TR Y

231

‘chemtoal contaminant."
|Siiilar orificism: of the position of the WHO and IAEA. appeared in a recent

press’ release issued on:8 October 2002 hy Public Citizen, a Wuhington_—haa&d
\consumer advocacy group founded by Ralph Nader, the Green Party presidential
\candidate for 2000. The release accused the WHO of contributing to the global

£ .campaigh led by TAEA to promote "commerciafisation and consumer acceptance
| ‘hupdfweeklyshramiorgeg/2002/610/e3htm: , 603
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e e s eR EResiv Al e nuelear industry not the health of sta. (F
ultimate _.Pﬁw,er..of_memg e E et the people, the

f}%ﬁfﬁﬂ;ﬁﬂem fomer deputy regional director and consultant to WHO's

S ﬁbﬂqneaﬂ :Rgglonal Office (EMRO), said that "the issue of DU in

agg ] % D;:Gught to the attention of the WHO at least seven to eight years
0. ‘WHO's: perspective was... that we needed to d ientifi

for how'to handle the problem," e

In 2001, the' WHO published a monograph on DU, 'which again drew much
criicism. P:_lr'ggns wrote that "it' was'a review of existing scientific' literature. .
mostly restricted to chemical contamination: The very few articles on radiation
.;[the _mem_}g'-_rgph ‘used] came from the Pentagon and the Rand Corporation, the
Pentagon: think-tanki The recommendations were plain common sense and
rep_eaged-_adﬁcé_ previcusly given by WHO and repeatedly echoed by aid
organisations in Kosovo:"

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) also published a report on
bu which, according to Parsons, is "frequently cited by those claiming that DU
ig:innocuous!’. He questioned the independence and neutrality of both agencies.
"The Kosoyo assessmentmission, that provided the basis for the UNEP analysis,
was,., using maps supplied by NATO."

In August 2001, a team from the WHO, headed by Abdel- Aziz Saleh, conducted
a visit to Baghdad to investigate the Iragi claims. Saleh told Al-dhram Weekily
that "the development of the protocol for scientific studies of the potential effect
of DL on Health was the main outcome of our visit. This is, by all means, a very
good: step forwards! As yet, the scientific investigation needed to fill the
knowledge gap has not been accomplished. "The delay-in conducting the studies
15 not within the hands of the WHO. We should try 1o carry this out as soon as
possible but, in the meantime, we are aware of the possible long-term effects,”
‘Saleh added: :

Many organisations, including the International Action Centre, led by former US
Attorney-General Ramsey Clark, and Amnesiy International, have for years
called for an intermational ‘ban ‘of the use of DU altogether. In his speech'to the:
war veterans, Rokke, former director of the Pentagon's Depleted- Uranium
Project, asserted that the Americans haye "the ultimate obligation, as leaders of
the world to provide medical care or medical care tecommendations to all that
are sick, [and] to complete environmental remediation of contamination caused
by our deliberate actions, throughout the United States and the rest or the world™.

According to El-Bayoumi, "pressure bas:to be applied by various means for an
“‘sinependent investigation by the WHO of DU health hazards in Irag, Kuwait,
former Yugoslavia and: perhaps Afghanistan, in preparation to ban the use of
these weapons, They harm ¢ivilians and the environment and their effect persists
for years* -

'He stressed that an “m'depng';nt objective investigation should be undertaken by
 people who are not connected to DU manufacturers in any way and who are not
~ officials of governments: that had used DU, It should be conducted' by people:
with & clean record from various parts.of the world."
et :
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2 T am sure/that there are people within the W ' :
e 2 ] : NHO that are eager to carry ouf §
:i#:llhimggten?jm?ew ; But__the' UN, under the current !%E'W world o?élérb:tft}il
he hegemony, of the US povernment, seems incapable of fulfiling its basi
commitments." helamented. - =

Source; Ramsay Clark et al, Metal of Dishonour, nd edjtion,
Intemational Action Centre. New York:1389
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Al-]Jazeera broadcastsito

R C Ty L Al-Jazeera broadcasting (mages from the Iraq war s

Al-Jazeera

The!BBC.|s not responsible for
the: content of external

— Internmet sites
. BT Controversial'Arab news broadcaster al- Top Correspondent
Jazeeralhas said it was justified in showing stories now:

SERVICES jmages of dead and captured coalition soldiers

i : Evans eurg adventure
bally E-mall  jp the Iraqg war.

Are we ready for the

Mews Ticker e
Moblle/PDAS  Al-Jazeera outraged the British-and US i for fOn s B
““““ stersess L gavernments and drew widespread eurozone quiz
Text:Only.  condemnation which led to/its journalists Al-Jazeera
Feedback Dbeing banned from the US stock exchange. Al-Jazeera defends war
Halp reports
EpImons But station bosses have € wa digns . Hawe Your say
GungemUK defended (ts'actionsito  che bodies wediant  The Anti-Fat Pill and the
the BBC's make them in the BLshim en _
Correspondent ‘graphics unit Sampling the Kalahari
programme, which had 4% cctusidlet
exclusive ACCEss to al- Editor=In-chiaf Ibrﬂh.iﬂ'!
Jazeera's operation as Hilal ) inks to more
it broadeast the conflict from an Arabic Correspondent stories
pefsp‘ective__ - are at the foot of the
' page.
“Thisils part of disclosing the real warand
what is‘geing on behindthe:scenes because
there are many frontsithat we cannotisee,
said editor-in-chief Ibrahim Hilal.
"Once we get a bit of Information we have'to
tell the whole warldiwhat is:reallyigoing on
Inside'this war even if it s horrible because
this is part'of our transparent jab.
hitp://news.bbe.couk/2/hi/programmes/correspondent/3047501 . stm ravesoritaBsn3]

rekaningne 375208832
girerummer Rababank: 217131 ‘f
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%ﬁ  Hilal "Wa havelto
; tpeopla are Kilsd in

VWiis war"

didn’t
make them In the graphics unit. They are
shots coming in from the fleld. This is the war. il

"We' have to show that there are people killed
in this\war. The viewer has to judgewhether
warisithe'most suitable way to/solve
problems.

UfT fiide shats of British on American people
beingikilied; it is-misleading to:the British and
American audience.

‘ltiis'misleading to the'Arab'audience if-they
imagine that the oy victims of this war are
‘the children'andiwomen of Irag. They have to
know:that there are victims from both sides.!

Jihad'Baliout, head of al-Jazeera's media
relations; denied acclusations that the'station
hiadibrokenithe Geneva Convention by
broadcasting the images,

“I'm notaware of any: gg o

: it ves int to
Intemational fawthat .y thul:l:mp:lg: :hu
prevents a journalist ask me how come
from doing his job-/Al- Jazeera has full access

Jazeera'is not flaveur of 5 k)
the month," he Sald, Head'ofinewsgethering
el OrmarBes

Al-Jazeera later drew condemnation from the
Iraql authorities, which tried te ban two
journalistsifrom Baghdad, after the
broadeaster snowedithe rapid adyance of
coalition, trﬂops ‘towards the.capital.

But the station refused to accept interference
and threatened to withdraw from lrag
completely until the ban was lifted 12 hours
later.

"We will not accept any authority telling us
who' should work and who should not," sald
Ibrahim Hilal:

-ahti.t;':'.f:tfsi'meL'.ihc-_'fé_ﬁ-'uﬂﬂhﬂpﬁsmmmﬂsfcoff&inmdenﬂﬁm‘?ﬁﬁ'lfsm_l-

I-Jazeera deéfénds war re::u::-:ig"f-“j Mr. NN Pﬂﬂfﬁyﬂ&ﬁ“ i
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Colwanhioverr 25
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the
next step'will'be removing the chief editor
‘from the job and putting In afother.

“Everyone will'think that it's easy to influence
our decisions. It doesn't matter who daesn't
like or who does like al-Jazeera. What matters
is our Independence.”

Head of newsgathering Omar Bec said: "It
proves a point to all those sceptics'who ask
me how come al-Jazeera has full access. I tell
them that we have the same access as every
other TV station out there. And this proves it."

As US troops entered Baghdad; one of al-
Jazeera's offices :was hit by a:tank sheli, killing
a journalist and'sparking.outrage at'the
station.

"How can we have got hit so direct? Everyone
knows where we are. This s now twice this
has happened:to us, in ‘Afghanistan and now
in:Baghdad ~ which makes me question it,"
said Omar Bec.

"Ifiit\was Intentionally targeted, it is a real
disaster for jaurnalism,” said Ibrahim Hilal,

Click here to read the programme transcript

‘Al-Jazeera was broadcast on'BBC Two on
Sunday, 1 June, 2003 at 2100 BST,

Send us your comments;

Name:

| Y ]

Your E-mall address:

hitp://news.bbe.co.uk/2/Mhi/programmes/correspondent/3047501 stm
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Blair faces war crimes suit

Greek lawyers say they are going to sue British officials - including Prime Minister
Tony Blair - for their role in the ‘.Iraq War.

TI_'1E Al:h_,téns Bar Association says it will file a sult against Britain at the International Criminal

Court - the recently created tribunal for cases of war crimes, crimes against humanity and
genocide.

The Iawyers call the attacks by the Unlted States and British forces against Iraq "crimes
against humanity and war crimes”.

They have listed a number of Intemational treaties they say the two countries have violated.

We have received more than 200 communications from different
parts of the'world

(ICC spokeswoman

These Include the Uniked Natlons Charter, the Geneva Conventions, the Hague Convention
and the Intemational Criminal: Court's statute,

Dimitris Paxinos, the head of the lawyers! assoclation, told the BBC the lawsuit will be filed
within a fortnlght.

He sald American officials could not be prosecuted as the S Is not a signatory to the IEC's
founding treaty.

Elghty-nine countres signed up to the treaty creating the ct;urt which was formally
Inaugurated In March in The Hague.

Mr Paxinos, who was ele_cﬁ:d by a conservative majority, says he Is confident that the

evidence complled by the lawyers Is strong, adding that the case would be a test of khe!ICC's
credibility.

Artl-war Greeks

The ICC is not working yet, Last month it appointed an Argentine lawyer, Luis Moreno
Ocampo, to be H:s first prosecutor.

A spakeswoman for the court told BEC News Online that only after Mr Ocampo was sworn in
'on 16 June would' the court consider the Greek lawyers' case.

"We have recelved more than 200 communications from different parts of the worid," she
said.

The British Prime Minister's office has declined to comment on the announcement,

According to the BBC's Panos Polyzoldis In Athens, the moye is also unlikely to go down well
wll:h the Greek Government as It willact as a reminder of the Greek public's strong anti-war
feellng, which cuts across party lines.

hﬂ?:ﬂﬁ.ﬁwsﬁ.c:jfe.h,hc-.e-o.Mmpaﬁpsfpaﬁetuélﬁipﬁﬁtﬁh&wa:bb’c.uo;ukfﬂﬂﬂfmmpefzgn14ﬁ$t:ﬂ- 4-6-03



op pad met
Amnesty in

[rak

Eeniwisselende Amnesty-
delegatie rapporteerde voorien

na de oorlog bijna wekelijks uit

Ba _g'd:ad. en bestookte de media
met persberichter:

Tjdens eorlogen; en oolein de nadagen daamvan,,
1 betrotiwbaar vervpervar levensbelang, Tius
HEheais journlisl op reportage in Irak Geel
gelci oyer VaureeT Eltlﬂ.ﬂaia Teerauto meteen
chanfaie metvertand van Zalen. Alsnde
Tandrover waanmee de Koeweit: Hassan dacer
siznfficiele missie van AmnestyInternational
it Roaweit naar Basrairijdt een bataalde plaais
hastmkhaal i, aarzelen min Bahreinge eallegd
ert ik pedni moment ok ficlalsorls de ¥oor-
WAAIHED wmﬁr.-n mtgiﬂ eadralles wat indeaiito
swordt gez_-.‘*gd i5iafftherenand, wezijn fadiike
lijkgeert ‘ondertieel vanda delegatie en vanmee-
; gaan up speurtocht kan natuurlljl; geen Eprake
-z, i) Easra e wsh fypee Vroneli ke jojr-
nalisten; op onszelf zim: :tangawuﬂn

Maar we rapporleren zonder sorupiiles over de
gevangenisdiewe samen met de delegatieles

; zu—"ke". ‘£n oyer de nakrgeestige plek wanr
Arahische sirjdes zich! Itei.:bun donHgnonk-
tén De gevangenisifleeg en geplundard, maar
debadkamen met defwaaliklelne ronde I-m|p~
Esinda’ grunci ter grociie-van een wastafel~

Nederland in VN-—waa'kﬁqnd

ederana zakmet fngang van, 1 fanuar2004 voor een periode vandrie jasr
a1s £eh yan 53 |idstaten:atting hebben in hEt hoogste mensenrechienor-

aafy van de Verenlgide Natles /de VN-Mensenrechtaneommssié. Naast
Ned crl'-md Werden ook [talli en fiet Vererigd Koninksijk-aekazen. Nederland:
‘was vier Keer r.-:rdtr i = yelor het [aatst van 1892 tot enmet 1987,

CHETS AELEREHALLTERS

en (e losse elektriciteiiakabel, vertellen'cen
werhaeldatzo in cymsene Legenstrijd s met
et bordje buiter, ‘Baden s grats’, dat we al-
len bedmilt enstil wesrin de zuto stappen:
Ok de sehiarfresten enldedingstukien op het
slamveld waar zekentwintiz {onge mannen
SHEDVED YHOr. fon Zaak Waaree — ten porechie,
zo lijklhet = harstochielikin geloafden;
stemmen totimadenken:

Arnnesty healt dereis goed gorogeld; en daact

trelien ook Wi} profijt van, Hot elszip dichi =
|ecgpephinderd ofionvelliy - maar Hassan Heott
voordedelegatia slaapplasisen geyonden op
eer prive-adres, waar ook wij terechtiamnen.
Wevinten hnze elgen chauifein en kKomen onze
Aninesty= syriendenop ouze tocit door Basra
meernialen tegen Bijwnrbazelci hijthet kantcar
Van het Internatiorale Rade Kruis; waar wan-
nopige Trakezenmeldenfamilieleden kwijt te
yijn: Snmmigenidoon gevangensoehap onder
Stiddam, maararideren zijn opgepakt door de

‘coslitiotroepen Buiten het gebouw staan hiele

vijen, natals bij de Rode Halveiasn:

Mﬂmﬂ. in:2002, Heeft Ngder!a nd mit sutoss campaghe nevagrdvoorde

‘houden: Maar in de tuin van ons Ingeeradres in)
‘Basra houden de onderzoskers details ovendat

\renidaybewijzen van Iraakse mensenrechisn-

TIemissie bezoekt doke Camp Bucea, net buiten
Hlmm G2 sr, swaan denoslitietrocpen op datmo==%
mentiog duizententirikazed krijpsgevangan

bezoek voor zich: Er wordtveel gefhnisterd,
hijvoarbeeld oyen ecn persberichl waakis
Amnesty titeindelijk heet nentraal het dum-
pen van documenten meldt door het Brizse 1e-
gen Later blijittdatide delegatie nanwijaingen
hepft datzeken tiwintig voormalige Knjgsge-
vangenen doorcoalitietraepen zijn gemartald.
Hethpofdkantoorin Tanden komt mek een
pemsberichtwaanin deyress wordt nitgespro-

schendingen in hebverleden, doondoedoenal B
nalatipheid van decoalifietrospen verdwiinen
Vooreen relatis builenstaanderds het interes— |
sanfwaae tenemen-hos zo'n delegatie werkt,
e bestaat uit twee-mensen diz &l eerder -
Hens denorlog onofticielevaorhereidends
missies onderpamen, Ze brelden hin kennis uit
tloorgesprekken-en bezceken agnvelalocaties:

verkiezing van twee mensenrechtentxpents in twes comités, vam de
aeanigds Natjes: Prof, Cees linterman werd gekozen'in het Vi-Comite
dattoezict op denaleving van het UN-yrouwenverdrag en prof. Jasp Dosk
werd begindit] faar heriozen als lid van het UN-Comité tlat toeziet on de
naleving van hetVerdrag mzakc de Rechtern van ht:t Kind:
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Gevaarlijke vrijheid

2l _aﬁﬁ;(:faptn weken hieh rkvauk aande s _.I'arrge Put}-'.l'an
| Sedeqmactan denker. Een poarlurnodat hetlrokese feger
beg.'n npril uItzrjn ﬁfnanpmut; irkoek Vertrok, Hemhiftoor
J aglichtd® straakiin naor het fioofdkantoar
¥ ﬂ}-purtq,r ditjarenlong verboden terrefiwas
: Ais_}: s je hoofd monr nde richtingVoribiet gebouw draolde
- m:#¢eaf srigerveogd) zef il Oiigelovig stapte hlj door de
! muﬁrs:hemmge Ramm die bezaaidiagen met scharven
I ';Hi_’; vord éen jeeg dnn}:ergmen natitisbockimet
httfogu Vo de partif, ‘lkhebnooiteen. dagboekbif dulfven
haudenuftangstidat hetontdektzou Worden Nu'kan [k
- eladefifkvrijulr mijn geddcﬁ ferten hmnrr:nngm op papiar
/ zeth.'n Buurga ;Irdrt ﬂaek -.mrgebm:ken il

A.!s hﬂ i mifn hcrrnuermg v:rs::hr:un vraegih meafiwat
£ OVER 20N zqn varn dntunrs,uronkcfuke gevoe(vin bevrl-
dmgn Vzijn; lond mog: altijdiinichaos yerkearde n ziin
womp!auts_k‘rrkack tekenide aioh ae bitters erfenfs of van
aBverdee/- 0 hesmpolitiek von Soddam Heessein,

* Arabische bewoners werden door terugkerendeKoerden

Wit nun hulzenverdraven, In'veel ologSen iy frak mden il

\ambliigaces afenaon m:t.»icrchmﬁnrs Maravende ben-

das; afrekcnmgcn el ongelukken metimunitia,

Tifdens de lootste weken [dutikinBagoad verbleef was ar

Vil geenlirokess diezichideenzorgen maakic over de

wellipheld: De oorleg was formes] o i, muar hier en daar

; hmrﬁekacnsen alzeqqen datza de bombardementen

; md:.'fa]’srhnkwekkeﬁd mna’en don de pilndenngen, de

_ uncrn:mc &n 0 wetteloosheid, Mt Bitterheid en gekrenkte

! rmm WElgepront over ietverlizsvan cultureel r:rfgnea’

: h:rverdwunm van edministratieve enopitlers easentiele
GEGEVERS OO e w:d:mpb::w.rfn uvergep!unde.rde Zie-
kt:r'humen diegeen b.sr:hrmmg kregen tensill luohtha-
\vers e 0lievelden wel op troepen konden rekenen,

{ Het isrommelig) onnetals dé vpfheld zelf Vs mensen

\hetben nu eeamaal deviineld omifouten te maken, mis=

¥ drf_;vcn i beganfn smandert cpgeret tevardorzaken| o=

I dge*:‘de i Amtrrknﬂnsc miinistervan iDefarsie Denold
Rumsﬁtfn‘ Jruk!:cn e et crncl’er:. Ze verwact 1tef, et
ﬂlh’: drawaon die erbifvelen: hcsmﬂr aver oe hurtenmndse
troepenmaght, dat die ap 2 niminst voor orue an vell/gheid
zc—:gt Mdorhos mostdatimet éen I dirtimalke Surger

Lean patentile plegervun eer zr!fmnum'ﬂuns.ng ziet? o
nmschmcfeen Britse ..aHega e nogenceg elke oorlog Van
dc a!’gr.’emn a’ecerma versfaeg. deze memah‘:c:t

“Ze toonden gecn genade, Uitstekend!, oorde een andere

[ otrnolist eerAmerikoanse commandant zeggen tosn

\2ijn munschoppen bijide verovering van Bdgdod.een

i gmc.u wrycwuprnde .frl:f.-?:z:n in birgerkieding doogscho=

Aen: Drl‘ulfs of engagement, hgndieiding voor gcwcrp:nd

Vontreden van hebAmenlkaanse tegen (bacn s alet o, I

*aldatsyan.een geleldelifke responsimatieen poglig (ot
mtmmrmkmfg £n Woarschuwingssehoten werd vagk on-

b ik mgfsr-m:.-p geschoten. Hoeveel burgers hiar-

Kwdmen - talloze angatilifeld- werd njetof

fk:i:#ﬂd‘.éﬂ@f-’ﬁhﬁb. A

; w.i,l’ jaumn.*rsjeﬁ kregun metdle men!m'itm‘t fm mukm
r.schecrdr.- een Hanrtje ofAmerikganse traepen.namen)

:'r_Ll.:J'r!m:rE:.!-.junfﬁﬁﬁ’J :

gnzE guto ohdervunrtoen Ik met colleqo’s als een van de
eersten K Irkoek binnenreed nadat et lrokese legerver-
trokken waos - ol stonden da fetters TV evensaroot op'de
portieren: Enderommelige vrijheid waar Rumsreld met
zoyeelitolerantle Over sprokvondikzelfs nog gevaarlijker
daf de: fmntf infe, (i de et ‘bevrifde" steden was de situ-
atievoikamenonoverzichtel([k federesn hod wapens e
et was anmoagelljk tebepalen wie wie wos bij de talfoze
Wegversperdnoen ineen onopvaliende ommelbak rond-
_nja‘fn Eer Verder, hct besteon fopen ek (o die anar-
chie 10g de haste strategie/ Miin glds ddeht aranders
OVEL 1080 eneen Wapendeootaealinderd Werd zag hil
kans Honderden Kogels ondcrd: Vogrbank te. kieperen: en
gokiean kolasinikovilog klaor o ingeloden te warden,
Maokkerd smeet i zijnbultop de staep nodat ik bezwaar

miankte Hijisnapte niet wol enmis mee was om ge wo-

Rendyond te riden. [k kon hem ergensigeen ongelikige-~
e,

Noolt'eerterzaq (kiin een conflict zoveel collegn’s om-
fingd dapr bewapende bodyguardsen veillghaidsadyi-

Mokkend smeet de gids
zijn kalasjnikov op de
stoep hadat ik bezwaar
maakte. Hij snapte niet
wat er mis mee was om
gewapend rond te rijden

setrsioonherwesdk Zelfzin het relotiefveifige frooks
Koerdiston'had 2ennanial pelWerken zich nogenoen von
de wereldafgeschermd, Faxnews resideerde spieen hatel-
verdreplng die geheel met zandankken was gebarrica-
degrd difhet hotelvion CNNiwas hat met olle bewakars
Iostigerbinnenkamenidanbil de Kosraische ministeres;

Yeel [rokezen vranen zich hoehetverder mostmeat deim-
mense taak van wcderﬂ,nhouw disde Amterikenen in lrak
ap zlch willen fnemsnen Wogrvoor samenwerking met de
beyolking riod;g i< Fenbe valkingdie Vooralspod.eerder
ois eanyifana Wordt gezienaon ais een grospburgers met
rechtopbescherming: Ik roagime ondertussep ol fios het
Verdermoet metde medio) '
ZoolS illitairen de yredein eenlond epmogelikikinnen
winnenglsze de fwaners als ccrr gevadn beschwwen, Za
kinnen de mtdm grmogEliK Run werkdoen alsze met
wapensenhod guards eik risico willen uitsluiten:

Minka Nifhuis
C‘an*espundcnr voor Trouw. Za rapparieards 2ol
~ Ugor, Hidets:ais naide'oarlog Ui frak

o WOnarveRmes
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Galglin‘gevangenis bij Bagdad

£€ gadn naur Fevangenissen, naar massapra-
ven waar familieleden wanhopig proberen-de
resten van Hun peliefden te ontdekken, naar
‘overheldsgebouwen waar gehieime gevange-
nissendiep ondends grond verhdrgen zitten
(zie ook pag, 18:en 10}
| Ze gaanin fel df.'l:- tomdat twee onbiekenden
| deloraiie van pen peheime gavangenis ken-
nen, maar nlebdurven te vertallen hoe ze.dat
weten. Dedelegatie bezoukl za'noeatie in
[Easra; waar een muuraan-Bet einde van een
idrap een algesloien kelder suggereert. Netzo
machiéloos alsie pers roept men de coalitie-
(tEoepen erbl, maarer wardiniets gevonden
iZe-x_-mzumnélen lHijstenvan vermisten/en van
|schendingen. Ze houden een dropiin, een bij=
eenleomat waar federeen die details lowitawil
oververmisted — tussen 1086 e 0, dusoak
Hydens driafgalopenantlog — dat ken meliden
Moeilijk werk, ver van kantoren en compi=
fers, 1o pen omgeving dis niog (e onveflig s om
savonds deatrast opitegaan. Nondzakeliik
werk ook dat wordb volbracht metinzetien
vasthoudend'pogeniabjectietiteziin, Niet
malkelijicineen landals Trak waarde priwe:
len van een reginte dedere dag duidelijker aan
hetlichtkomen: Zelfs alverdwijnen er doeu-
menien enbewhzen; zoveel DL ommlwis-
buardatsetmldigen hun herechting moeflijk
kuninerontlopen,

Judit Nenrink
Bufren landredacteur daghlad Trolw
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{Je moet halfgek of avonturier zijn’

P‘) bZ 'Q-a;_?

Harrie Dewitte, Genk

Je moet haﬁdfggk. zijniof avontu-
rier om naar, Bagdad te gaan’,
schoot het door mijn hoofd toen
Geneeskunde voor de Derde
¥yereld me vroeg om binnen
24iaur'naar Bagdadite gaan.lk.
ben noch het een noch het ande-
re, maar ik had de cproep van
de Iraakse collega’s gelexen en
iemand moest toch het protest
van 80%van de Belgen een stem
gaan geven. Het was eigenlijk het
logisch vervolg van jarenlange
inzet voor de patienten hier.De
grenzen stoppen niet meer aan
ons dorp'of ons/land. De wereld
is één dorp geworden, ons dorp,

Vanaf dat moment deelde ik alles op
in‘kleine projestjest ioe aaniecn
visum geraken openkele oren? Hoe
eeil viiegiuigtickel vastkrijgen? Hoe
van Bamaseusinaar Bagdad geriken?
Hoe door de belepening vin'de Spatl
geraken? We hebben het gehagid,
mijn dochter kan perust zifn, ik zal bij
hair bevalling aanwezig ziyn. Zij was
het resultaat van de eerste bevalling
die 1k 418 stagiair genesskunde deed
en ik wil erwel biy zijn, bij hadr esr-
ste'kind. Zif hetdat ik i steeds zal
denken aan de kinderen viy Bagdad,

De oorlogsmachine

Tk heb steeds mifn twijfels gehad bij
het bestaan van de hemel, maar dat de
hel bestust, daar ben ik zekervan.

We svaren pelogeerd op de tiende ver-
dieping van et Shecaton Hotel, adn'de
oeyer van de Tigris, We haddén VP
plaaisen met#ichlop de fvmerikaanse.
invasie, Opitv Iijkt het op cen madern
vuurwerks Groéne en gele flitsen, &l

of njel gezien door een Anienkaanse
nachdiijker In Bagdad zelf 15 dat wel
gven iets ancders, Je ziep delichlitsen:
en enkele tellen nadien, earst kon | je
nog teldertig telien maan uuemdeluk
nog slechis totviff, voelde j& de dreun
bpje borstkast n j& trommelviiezen.
Ik ksun Tiets yan militaire arsenalen,

rts in Bagdad

Crarary vl Modrier i g ziekanhts Yarmoek i Beigelad

maar ik denk dat ik op die tien dagen
alle instrumenten van het oorlogsor-
kest gehoord heb! De zware drennen
van de B5Z-bommen ik eenl fapis
plein kwamen legeen, sen comidar
maken zeals:datinhet jargon heet,
Elke secondeéén inslng, Fen ganse
nacht. Tt!i'la:_m:l:; genl kraler van twintis
ot mijftigmetes aohierlatend. En ook
daarwonen mensen.

Collateral damage
Deomuise-missiles, de rackets, de gra-
naten van de tanks, de mitrailleurs, de
splinterbommen, de luchtaanvillen
win e straalneers. Het geluid vin
vliegtoigen deed me (ot nu toe steeds
denken afin reizen; aan een beetje
vakantie, senmedische missie of con-
gres. Nu dan terrearn, dun angst, dieik
zelftondervondenhebinimijnieigen
lijl, angst die Tk geaien hebinide ogen
van de ktndcn’n en de gatenten,
Viiegtuigen doen me nu denken aan
Qpengeretenimensemnien del getrvan
Pyocyaneus. Met verh:jslmng Vg
ik me afthoe het mogelijk is/dat men
onsmeandenlang heeft bazig gehou:
den met de zoektoeht naar ‘mussaver-
nietigingswapens’y deeasuy ball. lrak
Zou rechistreeks de ‘burgens van de
USA bedreigen’. We hebben ze pe-
vonden; de massaverietipgings-
wapens: made In USA, Het is ontstel-

lend te zien hos de oorlgasmaehine
lijkt:op cen reusachtia, perfect gerund
bednijf: De ‘werknemers zin jongens
van' 18 ot 23 jaar, die maar één ding
kennen: schieten op alles watin de
weg staat Die niet eens weten/ wat
Bagdad'is: Rie hun eigen propaganda
vaorwerkelijkheid nemen. Die nict
eens weten wat de VN 15, Die niet
weten dap ze egniillegale agressie uit-
yOgren, ' ; '

Toen we naar Bagdad kwwamen, was
de stal omsingeld. We zijn er binnen-
geraakt Edncrt. de meest onimogelijke
-\}ulpWEU{E"ﬁ Zo aijn we dwirs door de
Irnakse ‘verdedigingslinies® gereden;
T kmlang Eenvan de meest Hashelj-
ke momenten, winl Ze Waren net ge-
bambardeerd: Elk moment konden de
ylieghmgan terugkeren De tanks en
de voertuigen stonden nog in brand.
Dit verdedigingsmaterigal Was wat we
in Limburg ‘Bokrijk' zeliden noemen.
Tinks die nog uit de periode vin de
[reans'- Traaksé Gorlog Stamden.
Afwesrgeschut waar er nog een $ol-

daat aanlcen ‘wieltie! moest drasien

om het te richten. Het afwesrzesohut
rufkie nigreens halverwege de elf
kilemeter hiogte wanrop de vliegtul-
gen opereerden: Vereelijkidat cens
met deyolautomutisehe tnks met

satelliet-gestuurd gesehut van de



|Zvare gevechren in et s]letischa Basra -
i G\_Pﬂ'éi?:ﬂa:h&m!klpg_,sfghk'iﬁfkﬁiﬂi[am Iz-

kpﬁ'mﬁri-yerwachi:en' datin Bagdad gen

Behts Stadsgticri(ly vanilange diliir an met

Vele slachraffe 52Nz gevaerd wo Fdar,
D& meeste dictiiors (zje bvi I ther) veeh -
Ten'tot her elnde Lot e vernleriping van
huniseaden e mas ia!e-uitrr_pqqr:d‘ing.'im
ity brgecs, Ock militaire bavelhebbars
{Eieih v da slagam Verdun In teieersta
Wé'r%ldo_énring_] ;'he'!_:he'n._ ganr p'mhfé_E_m.
me het Massale uitmbardan van fitifr 5ol-
Jdaten; In Bagdad i arduldelifle e Voo
tijdipe aye ZEWeesE DE 70 ey ey
delrgpublikeinss garda heek gewn wear-
-;mndé;g’alm'déhj éﬁ'rifrr':'ij_riéh Vaorziena
;i;r'uggen'.mrdgﬁ- filer opgeblazen; de
TeesTe wliepurtarniae Inbrnd gascokon,
Alg het aangil slachenffur 4 TR
PeFkE Was. dan iz di te danker a3 fiide:
Irakezen die nietale Rnatiekeliigan cor
het iiterste 2in bllivenivochean:

S.Alleeq har invasieleger haeft pabrije
EEnmake van sesrl bBerwiste, o ma sl
Hensentrafion Kerlehte Wapens, Hin clus.
terbomimen diEwreselijke wonden or on
;'_grﬁﬁ'e'afjéft;ind_ veroorzaken, hadden ze, ge.

tid dabiwe qls artsen zoves| mazelifle
druk tiitoefenen nni".r:i:.!stgrbommén.
naast landrhijnen op de st van de ¥erbo.
defiiwapens te plaacsan,

N1 Eﬁoﬂ_c:g WRREEN IS Sl Zaak \rw stich-
Lef fdts anders \We hebben da Indrak da
de -nnif'rc»g_'_vqgf'ende land=n wWelnig intares.
s5:hebhen: Voo da oFganlsatie van de

Vrede. In el gaval Blijke tie de fefeen - de:

Wligge wizsel van vooraf aangediide yer-
Entwoerdelken - dat de vrede; siferiis:

tseh uitaedrike veel slachter werd Voor-
bereid dan de oorlog, Yoor de herop-
Boliw worde, voor zover we- It de B
;_Ehlk}inre--gegEQEns kunnen opmakes) in
de eersta plts aandacht besteed aan
ce vlug heropsereen van petroleumit-
bating, het stoppen van hiet embargoi om
e dlie-export te regulariseren en her
roekennen van belangrijke opdrachen
3an grote Ammerikaanse bedrijven,

7- Za komen we tat de belangrikste: con-
clisies:iniverband mor de Iraiksa oorlog,
- ﬁm-;_uurlog:met-al-ziin_'gevé;lgcn Taal
bij alieen ohnodize gorlog gelvaest g
volgens da | nrernatlone oVereenkom.-
sta ser) fljegale oorlogln lrakis ean
docs van Pandora genpend; De hatide
siifetische fundamentalister krijgen nia
Weknogelikhaden, Da cepanstall ifgen rirs-
S0 het e hét_egntr}un metBagdad
Enihatnacrden mer de 'Kui!rd'er_ll ziilfen

eniniiigle krachran VErSTECKen en een

nieuw beleld zeker b emee(fijken. D e

EFGte promatar, Was van de'secyfarisaca)
zal het gevaar voor religlelize dom|nantia
versterkan.

® Eenivan da onderlizgentea, dilewijlzvar
feemde reden om dere corlngite Legin-
nen, heeft 't maken met et Litroslen
Van'de Wortals van har tErrarsma na

Il seprember Het FesUiaat onid]e gebled
liktieander negatiaf ar internationaal
Lenrorisme Was nugit zo/acrief 4ls i,

& De ootlog tegeflnak heeft ook nog
andere collaterala schada Zebrachtidia de

hela wersld rraf. Deza g, it
-E‘g‘h-ﬁ_ﬁ;da.behngriiksté fictoran

‘etofomisch ferstel Wereliwifd hegp R

traagd.

® Feqj fand dat de Wapens cUltivesry 4o
20 mache in defeerste plaars affmiest 34p
zijmmilicaire/macht, fs er toeigenelgd
dezrgWanens zeer vlugte gebruiken en
heeft'weinig aandacht voor wat men de
tweedsa oot noemt, de yredespoor met
zi[ preventieve) bemiddeende, oorfog-
vermijdende Inspanningen. Alleen als et

Lerrein zich nist leant tot Vechren en

bombarderen, zaalk in J“'T_acudur:ﬂe". werkt
Man seriatis aqn bemiddeling en blijkr die
betere rasuftaten ta gevin dan Yechten.

Dirzow een vingerwlizing moeten zjn
voor Europa, Had Eurspa beschile over
E8NSterk Elropeas te28r en wias e son
gemeenschappelijk Etropeesbiiteniands
beleid, din was de fiane Brogtigeweeasy
datwa deelgenoment haddar aan de
Iraakse ooriog.

Baarom' mpet Europa zieh n de Berste
plaats tosleggan Dpde bemfdde.‘in‘gsfuu:.
tie, op de maesr renderende. maar o]
Yerwaarloosda 'cqnﬂi'n:mpfossende poar,
Een leger moat In dé'twasde plaars
komen en kan beperke bifjvan; YWapens af
legers 7ilH en'n aveivioed. Daor vaa|
Measen en middelan rar be;chi}_{king tg
stellen vomp wereldwijde conflictyoarko-
MEeride Nspanningen zoudan We Znyea|
meer kinfan doen Yooride wersldirags,

He_t Was meer dan een maot voor
nigts, het hefa cq neerto klank vals.
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Het golfoorlogssyndroom,
werkelijkheid of fictie?

fernando Lopes da Silva
T Y R e S R e T T

Inihet kader van de Cursus
‘Gezondheidszorg en Vredes-
vraagstukken van de Vrije
Universiteit (VUmc) en de
Universiteit van Amsterdam
(AMC) geef ik al jaren colleges
over de rol van artsen bij biome-
disch onderzoek in het kader
van Defensie. De kern van deze
colleges'is de kwestie van de
sociale verantwoordelijkheid van
artsen dia'betrokken zijn bij de
evaluatie van de mogelijke ge-
zondheidseffecten van nieuwe
wapens of van technieken om
wapens van potentiéle yijanden
te neutraliseren.

In all deze sittipties Komen morele
kswesties, in-het bijzonder het mis-
'briikvan mensen die als proefperso-
nenin eenlonderdanige positie verke-
cen, Stérk naar voren, In vogelviicht
komen titeraard ter sprake de ver-
schrikkelijke expermenten die nazi-
artsenin concentratiekampen Litvoer—
den lijdens de Tweeds Wereld tor-
log, maar-ook de verrassende experi-
menten die tijdens de Koude:Oorlog
i de USAzin verncht om de collu-
teral damiige yan nucleaire wapéns te
bepalen. Voorls wordt aandicht be-
steed aan de meer recente en nogél
‘gehieimzinnige experimenten die ij-
dens de Golfoorlag 2ijn Uitgevoerd
hijfmilitnireniem ze (e beschermen
legen heteventuele gebraik vaniche-

mische en biologische wapens, Hier
wil'k het laatspenoemde ondérwerp
kort bespreken, omdat deze experi-
menten in verband staan met her
‘Giol fsyndroom®, waarover de laatste
Jaren regelmatig in de persiis geschre-
ven, Vooral in de USA hebben de
autaniteiten, zowel het Pentagon als
verschillende pezondheidsinstellin-
gen; aanvankelijk het bestaan van‘een
‘Golfsyndroom! jarenkang bestreden
pridanks de klachten van veel velera-
nen ever ermnstige gezondheidsprobe-
men. Desalnictemir er is een kente-
ring in deze arrogante ontkenningen
te bespeuren op basis van de zeer
recente maatregelenidie het Pentagon
heettondernomen Lvim. de Bvesde
Golfoorlog. Deze kentering heeft
enige publiciteit pekregen in het 17)d-
schrift Science van 14 en 28 maart
2003,

Het Golfsyndroom in het
nieuws

Meer spectacilair s het wereld-
nieuws (zie Volkskrant van 6 mer .l
dat een Britse militaire rechtbank op
3 merheeft geoordeeld dateen ver-
band tssen inentingen tégen chemis
sche en biologische wapens en het
‘Gollsyndroom’ aangetoond 15:De
rechtbank sielde een Britse veterann
(Alex Izetr, 33 jaar) wit de eerste
Goltoorlog in het gelifk en erkende

‘dat zijniernstige gezondheidsklnehien

veraorzaake Zin door de vaecinaties
die hij vlak voor de vorlog kreeg,
Volgens de Volkskrant zou een
woardvoerder van het ministerie heb-
benwverklzard dat er ‘geen enkel
werensehappelijke bewijs voor de
relatie (tussen Golfsyndroom eninen-
tingen] bestaal’ en ' dat “de rechtbank
dit in de uitspragk ook nietheeft kin.
nen ondecbouwent, Dus het Brifse
ministerie van defensie was bet niet
miel de vitspraak vim de-rechibank
cens, maar 2l geen beroep danteke-
nen. We kinnen niet anders conclide-
ren: het ministerie aanvanrdt dater
taeh eenirelatie Besthal,

Hoe komt het ‘Golfsyndroom”
tot uiting?

De veteranen klagen over emstige
chronische vermoeidheid, zwakke
Spieren, pijn inispierenien gewrichten,
hoofdpijn. duizeligheid, verminderd
concentratievermogen en gehengen-
verlies, Maar heeft het Britse ministe-
rie van defensie-gelifk door tezeggen
ddt er “geen enkel wetenschappelijk
bewijs voor de relatie tussen
Golfsyndroom en inentingen bestaat'?
Als er geen enkel bewijs zou bestaan,
wairam zow hel Pentagon by de
tweede Golfvorlog dan maatregelen
hebben genomen om'de kans op het
optreden van het Golfsyndroom (e
bestrijden? Uiteraard is de motivatie
van het Pentagon sterk bepaald door
de mogelijke consequenties die ver-
oordelingen in een reeks rechtszaken
inide vorm van Gnanciéle clams,zul-
len hebben,

Nade eerste Golfoorlag is het
Pentagan onder vuur genomen door
veteranen, het Congres in Washington
en di media voor het ontkennen van
de sezandheidsproblemen van de
veteranen en zelfs voor het behunde-
len van de veteranen als lastige ann-
stellers. Onder druk vin de orpanisa-
ties van veteranen en het Congres
heeft het Depariment of Vererans
Affairs in Washington een ¢ontrdct
geslbten met het Mnstitice of Medicine
van de Meriprol Academy af Seiences
USA om onderzoek naar alle aspecten
vande gezendheidsproblemen van
veteminen vin de Galfoorlog e ver-
richten, Met div doel heaft dit
Instituut een Commitiee on Health
Effecty Assoeiated with Evposures
during the Gulf War mgesteld,
Volgens Enserink (Seience 2003,299:
1966~1967) 1s duidelifk dav ... *Thday,
a newl pliftoxophy has taken hold
among military leaders that acoepts
thai the panoply af medical problems
iy real und thatseignee carn not pin-
paint the Caiiyes'. Eenbelangrijke
yraag is of de wetenschappelijke ach-
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De dagelijkse strijd van un&rma.lig

golfer Damacio Lopez

Bij de oorlog in Irak is:
weer verarmd uranium
in wapens gebruikt.
Over de gezondheids-
risico’s wordt vaak
heftig gediscussieerd.
Met de wapenindustrie
en politici aan de ene
kant en activisten als
Damacio Lopez aan de
andere. Eind juni was
de oprichter van IDUST
(International Depleted
Uranium Study Team)
in Nederland om hier
het belang van een
moratorium op verarmd
uranium toe te lichten.

e b
188pez buigt zich aandachtig over een stuk
_pEpier_of - maskt wat aantekeningen. De
actievoerder is & past bij hel nicleaire
onderzoekseentrum' LAKA in Amsterdam,
Het blijkr dat Lopez hier de laatste hand Tegt
‘aan ean intemationsal verdrig tepen Veranmd
uraniom.. Sl denk dil witeindeliik’ Zo'n
180 landen Hier hunihandiekening onder zet-
ten’, nidus L.opez hoopvol wijzend op het
stuk papiers Henk vanider Keir vap het
LARA kniktinslemmentd:
Maar bij Lopez, die de hele wereld afreist
melz'n campagne, gebeurt alles op 2l tijd.
Woprdat hij verder titwijdt over uranium en
wapens, wil hij eerst zijn persooniijke ver
haal kewijid Enidoor 2ijn'messiepende eniaan:
grijpends verelwijze vargeet je al snel datje
ifl EAN AmiSLErGamS Kanoor 21t en Wi (& j&
in ecnpoliieke thrller

“‘Halverwepe de jaren ' 80 was 1k een profes-
sionesl golfspeled!, begint® Lopez, *Daar
fewam een abrupteind aan toen'ik sind 1985
eenbynafataal anto-ongeluk kreegl” Een life-
changing event, noamt hij het "k was een |é-
venspenieter 1k was altid opireis en had
nooit gebreleaan geld 1k leatde echr de Ame-
mcan: Pream;’ Totdal, 'op:weg: naar zin zo-
veelsie toemoot, een vrachtwagen [etfeclik
Ziim pad kruiste: *Miji nig was verbrjzeld en
ik'Kon nooitmeer golfen. Doer de torenhage

‘mekenhuisrekennEen wWias er op een gegeven

moment viinmijn geld ook Weinis over, De
drogm was Djleen pespal®

[Uopez zag gecn-andere Uitweg dan leng (o
kfren naar zijn gebooredorp Soedmo, e
zanderig gehicht in New Mexico. Hier wilde
hijinrust herstelen van het ongeluk. Manr
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d uraniymanaakt
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snachts werd!lopez wakker gehouden-doar
luide explosies yanat'de berz, Op zich niks
nieuws want de'berg bij ans dorp wordt al
decennia lang gebnukt yoor minbouws Als
klein jongeregme ik al kijken naar de ont-
plothngen; Ik 'Waande ‘me véilig achter het
hiek.”

MaarLapez kreeg hetvermoeden dil er meen
plaatsvond dan mijobotw toen er letteclijk,
zwarte wolken boyen het dorp samenpakien,
‘Nuiviel het me op.dat wellerg veel kindersn
in' Sgeamt aan de zeldzame dandosninp
hydrocephalus leiden.” “Waterhoofd!, ver-
tanlt Van der Keur: Lopez: "Enals e weer ie-
mand doocdging, was steevast de doodsoors
ik kanker!

Lopez ging op onderzock uit epontdekie dat
het'leger zrote: hoevealneden verarmd ura-



nium: liet: ontploffen boven ‘het domje en

tegen de berg, widr veel dorpelingen hun:

drinkwater haalden. Maar de link met de
gezondheidsklachten bleek moeilijicie bewii-

*Mijniinformatie berustte: allemaal 'op
horen-zeggen', bekent' Lopek: Manr toen'hij
in 1987 een gezondheidsenderzoek aanyroeg
bijrde lokale overheid werd dit, vanuit Was-
hington, atgewezen. "De reden die:ze given
Wits bijna lachwekkend!, meent Lopez
hoofdsehuddend. ‘Ze zeiden dat de stofdeel-

tjes toch niet voorbij het prikkeldrasd om het

test-terrein konden komen. Toch weigerden
ze ellc onderzoeks”

Maar de zoektocht van de aetivist bleef niet
onepEEmerki: Niet veel later stonden et plot-
seling een paardozen Voor zijn'deur, “Toen ik
& openmunkie, zag ik stpels mel stads-

doctmenten, Eerst hegreep ik er niks van.
Mair al lezends besefte 1K dat'er veel mesr
dan;de: hand was dan de regering wilde toe-
geven, Dat hel (estterrain wel dégelijk Ee-
vaarlijk was voor de omwonendean.!

“Dit was wanrschijnlijk de. prootsie’ telénr-
stelling van mijn leven,” Zegt Lopez. “Voor-
heen was ik cen wre patrict. Ik had vier jaar
bij deluchtmacht gediend enhad een rofsvast
VEMrouwen in het systeem. Het feit dat ik al
die tijd'ben vooreelogen heelt me zeer veel
pijn gedaan,” s generaals waar hij ogit te-
gef g:.nffde waren nitegenstanders peworden
ineeniveel omyangrijker spel.

Het Amenkeanse leger heeft nooit onikend
dat het verarmd uranium (vaak afeekort ot
DLE) verwerkt in munihe. DU doorboort met
hiet grootste gemnk paniserplatenien is dus
zeer geschiko voor het maken yan munitie,
vangrend van kogelhulzen tot clusterbom-
meq. Bovendien'is hetsnel antvlambaar. Na
impact met een tank bijvoorbeeld, veroor-
zaakt DU een tweede ontploffing in het ge-
troffen deelwit. Hetgeen een pewisse dood
voar de-bemanning berekent. Her Pentagon
bénadmki dat DU alleen wordtgebiki am
tinks enanders militaice installdties te door-
baran,

Kernreactoren

Muar DUFheaft een andere dodelijke eigen-
schap: haar radioactiviteit. Lopez schetst op
£en papierte wanr verarmed uranium yandaan
komt. Het is een ingewikkeld proces, maar
feitalijk komt het er-op neer dat het restafial
isvan opwerkmgstabricken. Het zuivere pro-
dukt wordt gebruikt voor kernreactoren, het
pulp gaat naar de wapenfabrick. Ondanks dat
de schadelijkesotoop U-233 gratendesls uit
heturanium is verwijderd; blijffo DU zeer do-
delijk. “Bavendien hebben we verviild mi-
nitle gevonden in bijyoorbeeld Kosovo waar
deisotoop nogwel inzat. Ensoms zat er yer-
rifki uranium of zelfs plutonium in, dat is
2000 keer schodelijker. Enidal kan maan
gen. herkomst hebben: kemreactoren’, zegl
.lLlJpE:','. *Hal Pentagon gooik het laconiek op
een varpissing.

“Volgens allerler intemativnale wetten Zijn
alle radioactieve wapenswverboden. Maar de
Amnerikanen hebben hun eigen regels’, zegt
Lopez rerwijl hij ean document uit een map
tevoorsehijn haalt: ‘Dit kamt vaniil een
hele diepe tain Washington®, glimlacht hij,
Het blijkt een interme memao van het minis-
teric van Defensie, gediateerd uit 1980)
Daarin staat het' gebruikelijks argument, dat
verarmd: urnium gebruike wordt om diens
doordringbare vermogen. ‘Mahr let op de
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loevoeging, Ik citeers’, zegt Lopez terwijl
hij Zijn lecsbrl opret: “BDit moet in onze
commiinicatie miet gerelateerd worden aan
deiradicactiviteit van DUL" Vervolgens logt
Lopez nog eén aantal vrijgegeven mema’s
op tafel, waarin wordt geprast over de ri-
dioactieve eigenschappen van de wapeéns.
“Zo kruipen ze heel slim' door de mazen in
de we!ge,vi'._ng.'

Het LAKA heeft berekend ‘dat ralleen al
njdens 'de’ eerste golfoorlog achthonderd
ton aan DU-wapens is afgevuurd. Hee
‘International @ommitiee of Radiological
Frotection” schat dat dat by langdurige ina-
deming het leven Kan kosten aan een half
miljven mensén, ‘En’ het pebmik vap
veraomd, uranium neemt alleen: maar toe,'
Zegt Van dep Keurn

*Iat verarmd uraniumischadelijk 13 zal elke
sereuze medicus beamen, behalve als ze
voor het leger werken', zept Lopez. Dr.
Miarvin Resnikoff, ten autoriteic op. het
gebied, vian partikels, somt de pevaren als
volgt op: “Als uranium ingeademd wordt,
verhoogt dat het nsico op longkanker, Wan-
neeruraniom verteerd wordl, neemt de kans
op kanker in het bottensielsel toe. En als
uranium zich concentreert in het beenmens,
vergreot dat de mogelijkheid op leukemie.
Uranium nestelt zich ook in het zachte weef-
sel zoals inde peslachisklieren, waardoor de
kans op ertelijke ziektes, aangeboren afwij-
Kingen enspontang abortussen toeneemt:’ In
Januarn 2003 werden deze: pezondheidsmnsi-
co’s bevestigd door de Europese Commissie
‘gver Stralingsnsico's.

Weer een ander onderzoek foont san dat er
bijGolfoorlogyeteranen titn jaarna hun'ver-
blijfin Irak nog uraniumvin de urineis aange-
troffen. Achtdiizend geailieerden overleden
aan het zogenhamde Galfsyndroom. DGk m
de Balkan werden militairen ziek met verge-
lijkbare klachten. Waarschijnlijk zijn ook
zij bleotgesteld nan ‘verontreinigd: verarmd
uranium.”

Voedselketen

Maar werarmd' uranium: eist vooral burger
slachtoffers, In-Irak stierven sinds de eerste
Golfaorlog 1.5 miljoen mensen een vobrtij-
dige dood, waarvin eenderde jonger dan 5
Joar oud, Vank aanleukermie, kanker of nan-
geborenatwikingen. In'de Tigris &n bij Bis-
rd zijn grote hioeveelheden verarmd urenium
gevanden:Enwanrsehijnlijk via het vlees en
vigin devoedselkeren terechipekomen,

Hoe pevanrlijk munitie met DU kan zijn
andarvond' Lopez ufgelopen december aan
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denlijve. Hijwas op bezoek fndrak met Vior-

‘malig ‘attorney general’ Ramsey Clarke: Ge-

Wapend met. ds modemiste meetappamtuur
vemichtte hij enkele metngen, *Fers| maten
we do achiergrondstraling. Deze |ag gemid-
deld rond deacht of tien deelties per secande,
Dat j5 normanl."! Bij de Highway of Death in
B asra onderzocht bet team enkels tankwrake
Ken, “We hadden er al dertig anderzocht, zon-
der apzienbarend resultast, Totdat we wlak
Yoor ons Verrek esnvelledig titgebrande

tank 2agen. En deze Keer was het projectiel

nog ganwezip,’

Toen Lopez de stealing meterop de gebriike-
lijkewiif centimeter afstand! hield sloem het
apparaatioplt, “Ik vergrootte deafsiand tot
tien centimeter De getallen rolden over het
meeldpparaal (ot HECstopte op roim 2400
likken. Na nog wat mr:tin'gcn‘ dachien we
dit et senipoed moment was om. huis-
WaATTS e keren,

Maar al mjdend ziet Lapez rode builen op
zijn o verschijnen. ‘Eerst dacht ik nog
dar het mseeten waren, daar krumpt en
vliegtheel wat rond in die'woestiyni, aldus
Lopez puchier. ‘Meaic toen voelde ik me
duizelig en misselijk. Erversehenen ook bul-
1en op mijn gezicht, preciesop deplekken die
niet bedeki warsn door mijnigasmasker' Lo~
pezwerd el spoednaar Europa peviogenen
liet zich onderzoeken door een paar Deense
bevriende artsen: \Dadr heb ik drie mannden

.\ Ben ontgiftigingskuur gevolgil. Het was echt

een verschrikkelitke tiid met veel onderzoe-
ket behandelingen en’ medicijnen’, dldos
Lopez, “Nu nog komen de'bulten spomdisch
te yoorschijn®| Hij wijst op.cen paar zwarte
litteKens rondom 1 jo neus.

‘e kan e dus verschrikkelijk kwaad
maken als politcr, mancook medis beweren
dat Dmiel gevaarlijic is*, aldus Lopez ploi-
seling fel. “Mensen moatén. yan hel
gevanrop de hoogte gesteld worden, 7o zag
Lopez hoe'in Pilesting kinderen met wapens:
speelden, “Met een lieve glimlach ‘op die
snoeien kwamen ze naar ons toe, hug Handjes
vol munitie®  beschrift Lopez beeldend,
‘Godzijdank ‘hebben we daar geen verarmid
uramium aangeiroffen. Eigenlijk is dat een
\"zm'di: welinige EI::RL_LEH geweest." [0 Kosovo,
Afghanistan en Irak vond Lopez wel ‘ver-
yuild" DU,

Maratorium

De Amerikaanse wetgeving heefl wel restric-
tigs wat betreft de landen #an wie DU ver-
kocht mag worden. Het gaat hierbij vooral
om; NAVO-deglstaten, zoals Nederdind, *ln
elk lund datwe bezosken sturen we een brief

adn de regening mat de vritag of ze DU wa-
pens-hebben of gebruiken’, zegt Lopez, 'Ik
beb de Nederlandse regering ook geschie-
ven'en gevaapd om deel le nEmen aan onze
campagne tegen deze inhumane wapens. OF
Mederland:ook deze wapens heeft? Wie zal
hetzeggen!

Yolgens SE-kamerlid Knsta van Velzen s

“dap ‘zeer waarschijnlijk® niet zo, "Makr we

modten niet wergeten dat Nederland: wel
meedoel din missies waar DU wel wordt
gebruike®, aldis Vin-Velzen:

Naar panleiding van de recents oorlog in
lrak, steldeze Kimervragen danminisier Be
Hoop:Schetfer nzijp antwoord 15 de minis-
ter annvankelnk scepnsch over de gevaren
van' DU Hip stelr heen dat er ‘gesn direet
Verband 15 aangetoond tussen verarmd uris
Hium en kanker. En: “Br zijn gean nidelige
effecteniop het' grondwater of de gewassen
in gebieden wadr deze mupitieisinpgezet.
Maar als-het gaat om de bescherming: van
‘onze jongens’ die worden uitgezonden,
denkt De Hoop-Scheffer hier plotseling an-
ders oyer Desoldaten kejgemvan-het minis-
terie het adyies Uit de Bubice e blijven van
vermietigde doelen. "Alsvirtstuabdat hetoh-
Jeer issuitgeschakeld doon munitie met ver-
armd uranivm kunnen stofdecltjés annwezig
zij die miet mécten worden ingeademd.!

Volgens Van Velzen wordr de Nederlandse
repering aan’ hetilijntje gehouden doar de

i W S B S TR Fh e L R By M

V&, e kan | je afyragen in hoeverrs je als
klein MAVCr-stantje dwars kan liggen bij de
grofe jongens', aldus Van Velzen. Zowel de
Amerkaanse en Britse defensiestaf hebben
informatie over verarmd. Uraniim, maar wil-
lendit niet vmjpeven. ‘En het is niel in het
belang wan onze reégering om: lastige vragen
1& stellen,' aldus VaniVelzen:

Hetas sehnnend dat al sinds de eerste golf-
porlog wordt gesproken aven de pevaarlijke
gevelpen, maar eengedegen onderzoek wit-
bilijit’i aldus Van Velzen: 'Hierdear blijft de
regernnge schermen met het feit'dal er onvol-
deende bekend 5. [k geloof in jeder geval
piet dit vernomd rinvm engevaarlijk is, [k
stel dan ook voor dat er ‘esn moratoritm
wordringesteldotdatalles ot op debodem is
uitgezocht. Als de Nederlandse repering dan
nog bewesr dat verarmd uranium veilig is;
wil ik de bewijzen-wel eens zien.!

Lopez hoopt ook  op esn grootschalig
anderzoek; maaris pessimistsch over het re-
sultant. 'Het heeft rm) veertip jaar geduard
voordat de nadslipe pevolgen van roken wer-

‘dén aangetoond,! Dadrom ijvert de activist

VRGT e2n mortonum, 26 snel mogelijk. 'Bin-
nen achtien musnden wil de VS zogenaamde
“mini-nukes’ of 'bunkerbusters’ in haar arse-
naal'opnemen. Day moet gestopt worden,
Omwille van da gezondheid van ong alle-
maall Of we now in Nederland, Afghanis-
tian, fmk of Socorro wonen.' »

Fato Marieks Van cepetnalle
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#Coalitie laat rechteloosheid in Trak bestaan

Zonder de vondst van
massavernietigings-
wapens is de interventie
in Irak niet rechtsgeldig,
evenmin als de pogingen
van de coalitie tribunalen
in te richten. Ruti Teitel
‘pleit daaram voor een
Jorm van overgangsrecht
nder toezicht van de VN

erwijl de vragen naar de
echie redenen achter de
oorlog in Trak zich opsta-
pelen, moelen we voorko-
men dat we alleen nog maar ferug-
kijlken, Een onderzock naar de
handelwijze van de coalitic in de
periode wiar de oorlog zou zeer
wel bedrog cn manipulatie van of-
ficiihe z:jz w in hel pleidooi voor
#E0 o0 kunnen onthulien,
Maar de piiniijle vrogen over de
rechimaligheid van de ooclogs-
handelingen hebben minder mel
het verleden te maken dan met de
sanhoudende afwozighedd in Trak
van alles wal ook moar op een
sechisorde lijki
Op hel ogenblik Is het veilig-
hefdsvecuiim eo ernsig dat we er
zells aan mogen twijfelen of de
aorlog wel voorbij 18, Aanvallen
op de soldaten van de coalifie to-
nen san dat er geen heldere grons
bestaal tussen voor' en ‘na’. Dal
F:.-Jntl. oolt voor het verontrustende
eit dai het gebrel san welligheid
van woor de bexelling mu onder
hot formele gezsg van de bezet-
tende mechl gewnon vooridaur,
Per slot van rekening maakt de
rechitsorde — en die allesn = hei
verschil tussen cen wrije maat-
schappii en een dictatuur.
Funclinnarissen van bl
coaliticleger erkennen wil zonne-
klaar is: dal zonder een bewdjs van
de docd van Saddam hel verzet
van zijn fclste supporiers onver-
mijdelijlc 2al vooriduren. Maar is
het niet nodig om op bredere
schasl alte relcenen met het voor-
malige regime? Is hel bij het aan-
brengen van een scheiding lussen
het verdeden van Irak en het he-
den en de toekomst van het land

niet even belongrijk om recht e
doen san de slachtoffers en daders
van Saddoms misdaden?

Ted ms loe schicten de veilighedd
efyde rechishandhaving censtig le-
kort ki de afrekening met wenda-
den uit hel verbeden, Omdat de
enderdruliking o) decennia duurt
en er Uenduizenden Irakezen zijn
verdwenen, heefl men sowicso ol
profblemen med de verificatic van
da bewijzen, Maar vanaf et begin
van de inlerventic hebben functio-
narissen v de coalitle een schrij-
nend gebrelt azn inlerosse ge-
lgond voor massagraven en voor
die pleleken waar exocuties hebben
plaatspovonden.

Do chaos bij epgravingen en
prafdelvingen — vazk door familie-
leden die wanhopig bet lof van
hon geliefden willen achierha-
len = en een weinig profossioncle
behandeling wan bewijsmateriasf

bemaoeilijken de 2oeloiocht nogr
diwaarheid, Helaas vormit de bl
se houding van de coalltie togen-
over lorensische lwesties dochig
eth weerspicgeling van hel onves.
mogen om op grolers schanl ey
plan e ontwiklielen vaor de pan.
I:uk van kwesties die e maken
chben met rechivaardighgid o
de rechtsarde of mot een centran|
orgaan dal voldoonde Rezag heef
am de nbeuwe instiingies op In
bouwen. Hoewel de Amerannse
bewindvoerder Paul Bremer an-
langs pezag heeft lospekend adn
con aanlal rechiors, 5 hun machq
uiterst beperkt en alleen van toe.
pazsing op reeentc avertredingen
en il op de langdurige sehendin.
gen van de mensenrochien dig Jyop
reglme van Saddam kenmerien
Nu er nog md_s ;:Im Spoor iy
v mnssavernietgingsiva
Bljf de rochisgeldighei vag o

Iraakse venuwen vertaten hup buis tijdens een zoekactic door Amer|kaanse wilitgipgy in Kealdlyah fon westen van Bapdad,

|sgle interveniic een open vraag en
danrbij ool de pogingen van de
coalitie am in Ik cen elemental-
o welligheid te vestigen, Deze po-
gitgen lrunmen alleen muar slagen
2y 7o mede zijn gebascend, hoe

ook, op hel overgangs-
rochl, Als bezuttingsmachi leeft
e eoalite, vokaens de vierde con-
venlie van Gendve, de inlesnadio-
nale verplichting wp wch geno-
men om de veiligheid en de
rechisorde ie garanderen, DAL be-
teket dot de coglitie niel somasr
alles kan deen met de trowanien
en oorlogsmisdodigers van Sad-
Zum. Fe kunnen oo niel eenvou-
digweg noar Guantanamo Gay

.

ﬂnﬁr:lmlll.iﬂ heelt echier niet veel
frous. De inslelling van een [ra:
ppeca teibunasl dut de mogelijkheid
jyeedl wm Saddam en zin trawnn-
yen cefl pekore malo vl Verant-

woording e laten alleggen - coen
idee it in de slal van Bremer aan
populurited wint, leaminste als
Saddam levend pepokt wordt - is
een realistische optie, Miemand
hikt wver voldgends rechima-
tigheid: niet degenen die hebben
gefuncilonzerd onder de rechisor-
de van het Batath-bewind cn ook
niet de teruggekecrde bannclin.
gen. Maar als de coalitie 235jn vigen
rechibanken sou Inrchien, zou 2o
nel 2o hard beschuldipd kunnen
warden van overwinnnarsrechi,
Alleen de WM zijn in siaat om
egn vorm ven overgangsrecht te
handhaver. 08 houdt in dat er
onmiddellilk  wen  rechisorgaan
mvoed leomen wsarvan de rechuma-
tigheid is pebaseecd op hetzellde
mulilaterale proces dal zich voor
de oorlog heefl aigespeeld. In dit
| geeft hoofdstuk 7 wan het
-Hundvest de Veraad hel grzag

am gzn tribenaal in e sellon, net
eonls zij deed bi| hel besordelen
vin de blocdbaden in ex-Joegosls-
vit en in Rwanda.

Maarin legenstelling tol hist Joe-
pealpvid-tribunaal, dat weed inge-
steld fidens de Bolkansorbog, ou
een iribunaal voor Ik meer be-
perkingen hebben omdat 2e niet
met terupwerkende kracht rechy
zou kunnen spreken. Het gevolg is
dat, zoaks stoat sangegeven in arli-
kel 3 vom het hondvest van het
Internationasl Strafhol, de. juris-
dictie van een Irak-tribunaal zich
alleen 2o uitstrekken tot de em-
stigsle schendimgen van het huma-
nitair recht waarover brede over-
eerstemming beslaat,

Maur ook dat iz beter dan niks.
We wielen van de vele regimewis-
selingen uii de afgelopen decennia
dat het probleem vian het over-
pangsrecht niet zomanr wepzaat
abe |2 het nepeert Sterker nog,
nlets doen in Isok zal niet alleen
de anvermijdelifke afrekening met
Tet verleden witstellen, het zal het
verleden serfenger, omdat het on-
vervalde verlangen naar rechi-
vaardigheid voeding peefl  nan
Inesiratie, rancune en Seun voor
extremistische bebders en ann dic-
taleriale oplosingen,

Hetopnieuw vesligen van rechi-
muatigheid en rechisorde in het he-
den 15 een van de belangrijhste
doelen die met hel overgangsrechi
worden nagestireefd, Als de neod-
zakelijke Instivuties  beschikbaar
komen, moet men in feder geval
ren onderzoekscommissic insicl-
len om de bewdjsvoering w dowu-
manteren terwijl dal nog kan. Een
dergelifke commissic zou nog ecn
zekere  rechishasis  verschaflen,
wiardoor het mogelijlc is om 101
uitgebreld onderbouwde uitspra-
lken te komen zodra er wel instite-
ties heschikbaor wijn,

Er is nog steeds de mogelijkheid
ony in Trak cen ‘voor' en ‘na’ tol
stand te brongen on daarmee de
rechtmatigheid van de interventie
et de voort bezetting aan
le tonen. Maar de juiste weg ligh
voor ons, niet ochtor ons en be-
stuat wit 2en duurzame gebonden-
heid san veiligheid, de rechtsorde
en het overgangsrecht,

Tt Teilel i hooglersar rachtavepelljking.
B de Mew York Law School en auteur kan.
Tranditisnal desbice,

 Progact Syadicate
Vartuling: Cees Hasler
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Sagittarius
Van: "Van Asseldonk”
Aan: “Sagittarius” <sagitar@hetnet.nl>

Verzonden: dinsdag 20 mei 2003 17:08

Onderwerp: Re: depleted uranium

Hallo Nico, op 'ons’ kantoor in Den Haag zit nu de lobby voor het Intern. Strafhof. De enige die ik daar nog
is de Zweedse juriste Cecilia Nilsson. Je zou haar kunnen polsen of zij op kantoor een vrijwilliger weet die
jouw test zou willen opschonen (misschien wil ze het dan ook zelf wel doen; zij is jong en uitstekend thuis in
hedendaags engels). Haar e-mailadres luidt: cicclegal?@iccnow.org.

In Nederland kun je het misschien ook proberen bij het Transnational Institute in Amsterdam. Ze zitten de
Paulus Potterstraat meen ik. Politiek staan ze zeker achter je. HUn e-mail weet ik niet direct, maar kun je
waarschijnlijk vinden op hun website: www.tni.org

Een laatste mogelijkheid in Nederand die me invalt is WILPF, tel. 030 271 21 21, van hen heb ik enkel het
redactie-e-mailadres; dat luidt loesp@cuci.nl WILPF heeft heel wat viouwen die uitstekend in hun engels
zitten.

Wat huidige IALANA-kantoren betreft zou je een verzoekmailtje moeten sturen

naar: unitednationsoffice@ialana.org in New York of naar southernoffice@ialana.org; hoe dik die in

hun personeel zitten weet ik niet.

IK hoop dat je hier iets mee kunt en wens je een enthousiaste ontvangst voor dit nieuwe initiatief. Hartelijke

groeten, ook van Chris, Ton

—— Original Message —

From: Sagittarius

To: Van Asseidonk

Sent: Monday, May 19, 2003 5:11 PM
Subject: Re: depleted uranium

Hol Ton,
Bedankt voor je DU-bijdrage |
Die kan nog van pas komen bij komende aangiftes/procedures i.v.m. de recente westerse oorlogen.

In dit verband ben ik bezig met het maken van een "handboek" voor zulk soort juridische akties tegen
westerse oorlogsmisdadigers en corlogsmisdaden.

De bedoeling is dat dit naar zoveel mogelijk groepen/individuen/organisaties gaat die dergelijke
processen/aangiftes zouden kunnen (willen) aankaarten, propageren en uitcoeren . In en tegen zoveel
mogelijk betrokken westerse landen.

Dat "handboek” is dan in het Engels. Nou weet je dat mijn Engels natuurlijk niet noodzakelijkerwijs HET
Engels is.

Zouden er bij IALANA nog mensen rondlopen die bereid zouden zijn om de tekst van dit "handboek” te
comrigeren op het Engels ?

Ik hoop het snel af te ronden en zodra het kiaar is stuur ik je een exemplaar toe.

Zou je mij wat mailadressen van IALANA en eventueel andere georganiseerde organisaties wereldwijd
kunnen toesturen ?

Weet je trouwens dat wij Nederland, en niet Belgie, de meest verstrekkende wetgeving hebben als het
erom gaat buitenlandse oorlogsmisdadigers te vervolgen ?
Ja, dat is onze Wet Oorlogsstrafrecht |

Wat ik graag zou zien is dat in het een na het andere westerse land, bij toerbeurt, standaard-
aangfites worden gedaan het eigen OM.

(Als voorwerk ook voor een eventuele klacht bij het ICC). _

Het universaliteitsbeginsel van de Vierde Geneefse Conventie moet nu eindelijk maar eens op masale
schaal getoetst worden.
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Hartelijke groeten,
ook voor Chris,

MNico S.

—- QOriginal Message —-

From: Van Asseldonk

To: Sagittarius

Sent: Tuesday, May 06, 2003 5:45 PM
Subject: depleted uranium

Hei Nico! Alles kits? Ik stuur je hierbij iets wat ik van de IALANAstek heb gepikt ( en deels vertaald voor
Procesnieuws). Ik dacht dat er wel origineel voer voor juristen in stond: in mijn ogen nieuwe argumenten

tegen DU en stuur het je daarom door. Groeten, ook ven Chris, ook voor Neeltje, Ton

Deze e-mail is door E-mail Virus Scan van Het Net gecontroleerd op virussen. Zie voor meer
informatie: hitp -//www._hetnet.nl/evs/

Deze e-mail is door E-mail Virus Scan van Het Net gecontroleerd op virussen. Zie voor meer
informatie: http://www hetnet.nl/evs/
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Soldier arrested over Iragi PoW 'torture’ pictures
PA

30 May 2003

A soldier has been arrestad over allegations of torture involving Iragi prisoners of war.

Photograph developers are understood to have called the pelice becausge they were concerned

about 2 number of pictures
on a roll of film that had been handed in to their shop for developing.

According to The Sun , one of the photographs showed an lrag PaW gagged and bound, hangingin netting from a fork-lift
truck and soldiers performing sex acts near captured lragis.

The matter is now in the hands of the military police.

A Ministry of Defence spokeswoman said: "We confirm an investigation

is under way into allegations of photos depicting
maltreatment of Iragi PoWs. A soldier has been arrested.

"we cannot comment further. But if there 1s any truth in these allegations the MaoD is appailed. We take responsibility to
Pows extremely seriously.”

If the allegations are found to be true, the soldiers involved would be guilty of a breach of the Geneva Convention wiich
rules that PoWWs have to be treated humanely.

According to The Sun, the unnamed soldier was serving in the 1st battalion Royal Regiment of Fusiliers - part of the
famous Desert Rats - in southern Iraq at the time of the alleged events.

The newspaper reported that he was arrested by civilian police at his home in Tamworth, Staffordshire, where he was on
leave following the war,

Also in This Britain

Liverpool named as European Capital of Culture
Prisoners' safety at Parkhurst 'cannot be guaranteed'

Happiness is a vacuum cleaner and iron for the last place in Britain to get mains electricity
R fthr, hu Rt n hvn, halod B thy txt ...

Injured British rower adrift in Indian Ocean
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Sagittarius
Van: ‘.'Van Asseldonk"
Aan: Sagittarius” <sagitar@hetnet.nl>

Verzonden: dinsdag 20 mei 2003 17:06

Onden?rerp: Re: depleted uranium

Hallo Nico, op 'pra':a' kantoor in Den Haag zit nu de lobby voor het Intern. Strafhof, De enige die ik daar nog

‘ls de Zweedse J‘urrsta Cecilia Nilsson. Je zou haar kunnen polsen of zij op kantoor een vrijwilliger weet die

Jouw test zou willen opschonen (misschien wil ze het dan ook zelf wel doen; zij is jong en uitstekend thuis in

hedendaags engels). Haar e-mailadres luidt: cicclegal2@iccnow.org.

In Nederland kun je het misschien ook proberen bij het Transnational Institute in Amsterdam. Ze zitten de

Paulus Epﬁgmtmat meen ik. Politiek staan ze zeker achter je. HUn e-mail weet |k niet direct, maar kun je

waarschijnlijk vinden op hun website: www.tni.org

Een laatste mogelijkheid in Nederland die me invalt is WILPF, tel. 030 271 21 21, van hen heb ik enkel het

giet?actle%-maiiadres; dat luidt loesp@cuci.n| WILPF heeft heel wat vrouwen die uitstekend in hun engels
en.

Wat huidige IALANA-kantoren betreft zou je een verzoekmailtie moeten sturen

naar: unitednationsoffice@ialana.org in New York of naar southernoffice@ialana.org; hoe dik die in

hun personeel zitten weet ik niet.

IK hoop dat je hier iets mee kunt en wens je een enthousiaste ontvangst voor dit nieuwe initiatief. Hartelijke

groeten, ook van Chris, Ton

—- Original Message —

From: Sagittarius
To: Van Asseldonk

Sent: Monday, May 19, 2003 5:11 PM
Subject: Re: depleted uranium

Hoi Ton,
Bedankt voor je DU-bijdrage !
Die kan nog van pas komen bij komende aangiftes/procedures i.v.m. de recente westerse oorlogen,

In dit verband ben ik bezig met het maken van een "handboek” voor zulk soort juridische akties tegen
westerse oorlogsmisdadigers en oorlogsmisdaden.

De bedoeling is dat dit naar zoveel mogelijk groepenfindividuen/organisaties gaat die dergelijke
processenfaangiftes zouden kunnen {willen) aankaarten, propageren en uvitcoeren . In en tegen zoveel
mogelijk betrokken westerse landen.

Dat "handboek" is dan in het Engels. Nou weet je dat mijn Engels natuurlijk niet noodzakelijkerwijs HET
Engels is.
Zouden er bij IALANA nog mensen rondlopen die bereid zouden zijn om de tekst van dit "handboek” te

corrigeren op het Engels ?
Ik hoop het snel af te ronden en zodra het klaar is stuur ik je een exemplaar toe.

Zou je mij wat mailadressen van JALANA en eventueel andere georganiseerde organisaties wereldwijd
kunnen toesturen ?

Weet je trouwens dat wij Nederland, en niet Belgie, de meest verstrekkende wetgeving hebben als het
erom gaat buitenlandse corlogsmisdadigers te vervolgen ?
Ja, dat is onze Wet Oorlogsstrafrecht !

Wat ik graag zou zien is dat in het een na het andere westerse land, bij toerbeurt, standaard-

aangfites worden gedaan het eigen OM.
(Als voorwerk ook voor een eventuele klacht bij het ICC).
Het universaliteitsbeginsel van de Vierde Geneefse Conventie moet nu eindelijk maar eens op masale

schaal getoetst worden.

4-6-03
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'‘Occupiers are failing desperate city’
By Jo Dillon, Deputy Political Editor

01 June 2003

Aid algenﬁes have accused the British and United States governments of failing to meet their legal obligations to the
people of Irag.

Cafod, Christian Aid and Oxfam - three leading humanitarian organisations working in post-confiict Iraq - claim levels of
security are insufficient to allow aid workers to do the job needed,

They warn this puts Britain and America in breach of their international obligations - and liable for censure by the United
Nations. It puts in jeopardy the heaith and welfare of ordinary Iraqis and presents the risk that frustration among the
people will turn to civil unrest if steps to improve their lot are not taken urgently.

Oxfam's policy adviser for Irag, Jo Nickolls, has just returned from a stint in Baghdad. "One of the most striking things is
the sense of complete uncertainty and fear," she said.

"Peopie don't know how things are going to progress and at the same time are having to live a very tough day-to-day
existence without electricity and clean water."

Hospitals in the capital are still treating a majority of people for complaints related to a polluted water supply - cholera,
dysentery and diarrhoea - and the breakdown of law and order is making it difficult to replace water systems and the

electricity supply.

"Security is definitely the primary concern," Ms Nickolls said. "The occupying power has a duty to restore as far as
possible law and order and safety. They do seem to be failing to meet their obligations.”

Her views were shared by fellow aid workers. Alistair Dutton, emergencies cfficer at Cafod, who has just returned from
Basra, said: "| can't pretend that the regime that has been removed was in any way good or easy to work under.... But five
or six weeks after the war ended, the situation in the country is not consistent with the Coalition forces’ responsibilities
under international law. Failure to secure the country or to make it safe is severely hampering the humanitarian effort,"

Aside from looting, the ready availability of guns and general lawlessness, the aid agencies complain that unex- ploded
bombs and mines have not yet been cleared.

People are afraid to leave their homes, they claim, especially women and children - which means food and medica) 2ia =
falling to reach those who are most vuinerable.

Dominic Mutt, emergencies officer for Christian Aid, who has also been in Basra, said the war itself had adversely afiecis::

the aid situation. "The basic infrastructure was chronic and held together with glue and string, but there were engineers
there who were able to keep the system going. When the war came, they had better things to do."

While the war had had a "profound effect”, he insisted there was not yet a "humanitarian crisis”, But the agencies agree

the situation is potentially explosive. "Things could fiip either way, It does require the restoration of secutity and stability,"
said Ms Nickolls.

“If that doesn't happen you risk moving towards a disastrous situation.... There is far more organised crime, people are
snreaening to go on stnke, people are unhappy with the political situation.... There is potential for maore civil unrest.”

Also in Politics
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Bush tells Israel to abandon West Bank settlements
Third World attacks failure of Evian to tackle its problems

Blix confirms inspection teams found no WMD and calls for further UN involvement
Broad brush of the White House fails to pick out details

Putin suspends sale of nuclear material to Iran
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Baghdad: Attack Destroyed Water Supply Network - os13200: 1525

The USA targeted the civilians' water supply

In its vicious, murderous and illegal attack on Iraq, the United states of America targeted the water

supply in Baghdad. This is not a military target and as such, the wanten destruction of the system
constitutes a war crime.

UNICEF, the UN Children's Fund, has claimed that up to 50% of the network is still destroyed or
damaged. Work is being undertaken to repair the system and to provide 800,000 litres of fresh water
to those areas which need it the most.

Meanwhile, the food supply to the 27 million Iragis previously supported by their government has
been restored by the World Food Pregramme, after an interruption of six weeks.

The Iragi people have suffered considerable hardships at the hands of the US administration.
Thousands were murdered by the incompetent and inefficient military machine, written off as
"collateral damage" with a callous disregard for human life. Their homes destroyed, their water and
food supplies cut off, their cultural institutions ransacked, these people thank the Americans for what
they have done in mass demonstrations of hatred and defiance.

The pretext for this war was Weapons of Mass Destruction. Where are they?

Timothy Bancroft-Hinchey

©1999-2003 "PRAVDA Ru", When reproducing our materials in whole or in part, reference to
PRAVDA.Ru should be made, The opinions and views of the authors do not always coinside with the
point of view of PRAVDA.RU's editors.
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Wed, Jun 04, 2003, 13:15 GMT

Watchdog urges depleted uranium cleanup in Iraq REUTERS

By Irwin Arieff

UNITED NATIONS, May 29 (Reuters) - A nuclear arms watchdog group, warning of possible
health risks to lragi civilians, urged the United States and Britain on Thursday to clean up the
remnants of depleted uranium anti-tank shells used in the war

*l was in tha_a army and they trained us to protect civilians,” said Charles Sheehan-Miles,
executive director of the Washington-based nonprofit Nuclear Policy Research Institute.

“The United Statss and Eritain must take the necessary steps now to protect the Iragi people
from the detrimental effects of depleted uranium,” Sheehan-Miles, who served as a U.S. tank
crewman in the first Gulf War in 1991, told 2 news conference at U.N. headquarters.

Depleted uranium is used to harden the tips of armor-piercing shells. It is 40 percent less
radicactive than natural uranium but nonetheless toxic, and studies have suggested the
substance may cause cancer if inhaled or attack the kidneys if ingested via soil or the water
supply.

Depleted uranium is particularly effective as a weapon as it bursts into flame and vaporizes
upon impact, burning through armor. But that releases fine particies into the air, which can
settle on the damaged tank or on the ground and later be inhaled by anycne in the area.

While health studies to date have been inconclusive, Iraqi scientists say the numbers of Iraqgi
children suffering from childhood cancers soared within a few years of the first Gulf War, and
the World Health Organization and the U.N. Envircnment Program have called for further
research.

The U.N. environmental agency said about 290 tonnes of depleted uranium was fired in the
1891 war, but the amount used in the second Gulf War, which began in mid-March, I8
unknaown.

The Pentagon has dismissed any health dangers and says It has no plans for a clean-up,
Sheehan-Miles said.

But Britain's Defense Ministry agreed in late April to a request from leading scientists to
release information about where depleted uranium was used by its forces so a clean-up and
monitoring program for soldiers and civilians could be launched.

((Reporting by Irwin Arieff; irwin.arieff@reuters.com; Reuters Messaging:
irwin.arieff. reuters.com@reuters.net; +1 212 355 6053))
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Number of malnourished Iraqi children doubles since war: UNICEF ﬂ

BAGHDAD, May 29 (AFP) -
Number of malnourished lragi children doubles since war: UNIGEF

BAGHDAD, May 29 (AFP) - The number of Iraqi children suffering from acute malnutrition
has nearly doubled since the end of the war to topple Saddam Hussein's regime, as the
country’s health care system collapsed, the UN Childrens Fund (UNICEF) said Thursday.

“The rise in malnutrition shows that there is a general decline in the overall health of
children," UNICEF spokesman Geoffrey Keele told a news conference in Baghdad,

The number of children suffering from acute malnutrition has climbed to 7.7 percent from four
percent since the end of the war, Keele said.

"They are extremely low weight to their height,” he said, adding that there had been a sharp
rise in cases of diarrhea among Iragi children,

Prior to the war, almost one million children were chronically malnourished in Irag, with
another a quarter of the million suffering from acute malnutrition, the UNICEF official said.

"Malnufricn really is a very good indicator for the overall well-being of children. It depends on
so many things: access to food, access to clean water, proper sanitation, proper hygiene.
Iragi children have none of them," he said

UMICEF said 40 percent of the water distribution network in Baghdad was damaged and
some of the water damage was a direct result of the war.

Every day UNICEF provides some 2.5 million litres of clean water to lragi people.
"When the regime brake down, all the public services broke down,” Keele said.

The UN World Food Program (WFP) said for its part that it had brought some 400,000 tons of
food to Irag since early April. Some 16 million |ragis depend on the UN food to be distibuted
by the Iraqi trade ministry,

But a lack of security in Irag continues to hamper UN humanitarian efforts, with the US-led
coalition Office Reconstruction and Humanitarian Assistance (ORHA) guarding a number of
WFP's food warehouses.

"Our concern for security has lessened over the past two weeks, but we are still very
concerned. There are certain areas where we can't go," said WFP spokesman Khaled
Mansur.

Last week the UN Security Council lifted 13-year economic sanctions on Iraq and UN
Secretary General Kofi Annan appointed Sergio Vieira de Mello, the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights, as his special representative for Iraqg for four months.

Vieira de Mello is expected to arrive in Baghdad on Monday.
shifip/al

Irag-UNICEF-malnutrition
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U-S says uranium weapons no health risk to Iraqi civilians
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U-S says uranium weapons no health risk to Iraqi civilians
Tuesday, Moy, 2003, 5:19 P

Baghdad, Iraq-AP -- The U-S military says the depleted uranium used in U-S weapons and armor

isn't a health risk in Iraq.

Concern about the use of depleted uranium has existed since the first Gulf War, when the

extremely hard metal was first used,

But the deputy surgeon for the Army's Fifth Corps says there's not any danger of radiation,
Lieutenant Colonel Michael Sigmon says children playing with expended tank shells would have to

eat and practically suffocate on them before any problems developed.

Experts say depleted uranium emits 40 percent less radiation than uranium in its natural state.

Copyright 2003 Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published,

broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed,
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Scientists debate depleted uranium weapons' possible contamination of
Iraq

Undated-AP -- As soon as it's safe, international scientists are planning to fan out over Iraq.

They'll visit the country's battlegrounds to see whether the leftovers of American firepower pose
serious health or environmental threats to Iraqi civilians.

Over the past four weeks, the U-5 has used thousands of rounds containing tons of depleted
uranium.

Many medical studies have failed to show a direct link between D-U exposure and human
disease, though a study of rats linked D-U fragments with increased cancer risk. A Pentagon
health official says casual exposure to the munitions won't impact a person's health,

Howewver, experts differ as to what qualifies as casual exposure.

Some experts worry that it could affect civilian populations -- especially children -- if it enters
groundwater used for drinking water and irrigation.

Copyright 2003 Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published,
broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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By SLOBODAN LEKIC

Associated Press Writer

U.N_ -Backed Court

Indicts Liberia Leader BAGHDAD, Irag (AP) - Amr Mouftah and a couple of friends

3:19 pm were playing on the demolished Iragi armored personnel
carriers, climbing onto turrets and swinging and leaping from

Israelis, Palesfinians gun barrels.

Offer Concessions

2:39 pm “This is great fun - just like having a big new toy,” said 11-
year-old Amr.

Kuwaiti Condemned

to Death for Shooting On the sidewalk, pedestrians squeezed past the chamed
2:59 pm vehicles. None was aware of the potential danger inside the
metal hulks littering Baghdad, destroyed when U.S.-led strikes

U.N. Team to Scour  used depleted uranium shells against tanks and other armored

Irag Muclear vehicles.
Complex
2:43 pm Iraqi doctors and scientists - and the United Nations 1o a lesser

extent - are worried that birth defects and childhood cancers

EU Approves Congo could surge in the aftermath of the latest confiict, not unlike

Peacekeeping medical problerns in southern Iraq after the mildly radioactive
Mission munitions were first used in the 1991 Guilf War.
2:39 pm :

"Many in the medical community are worried that
Nepalese King malignancies will rise very quickly in the future because so
Appoints New Prime  many people will be exposed to depleted uranium residue
ini throughout the country,” said Ranna Abdel Karim, a doctor at

Mlﬂlﬁmr

2:19 pm Baghdad's Children's Hospital.

Liberia President Depleted uranium, fashioned from low-level radioactive

Indicted for War wasles, is 2 times denser than steel and 1.7 times denser than
Crimes lead. This theoretically creates a projectile more able to

2:09 pm penetrate the heavy armor of tanks than conventional armor-

piercing munitions.

Palestini d
alestinian Leacer U.S. tanks, Bradley fighting vehicles, A-10 attack jets and

I.Q[LQE.&D! Apache helicopters routinely use depleted uranium rounds,
2:09 pm

Aside from the United States and Britain, no other nation uses
Blair to Cooperate the munitions. Russian military experts say shells made from
With Intelligence alloys of hardened steel, lead and tungsten are equally

http://www.guardian.co.uk/worldlatest/story/0,1280,-2710049,00. html 4-6-03
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effective in the anti-tank role.

The substance is said to be harmiess when sealed in artillery
shells or bombs. But when a shell strikes its target, some of
the metal burns and oxidizes into microscopic particles. This
creates dust that some say is toxic if inhaled or ingested.

Experts at the Pentagon and the United Nations estimate that
1,100-2,200 tons of depleted uranium were used by U.S -led
coalition forces during their attack on Iraq in March and April.
This contrasts with about 375 tons used in the 1991 Gulf War,
11 tons fired during the 1999 war against Serbia over Kosove,
and a much smaller quantity used against rebel Serb positions
in Bosnia in 1995.

The U.N, Environment Program, while acknowledging its
assessments have found no immediate risk, has
recommended a scientific investigation of sites targeted by
depleted uranium weapons in Iraq.

"The fact remains that depleted uranium is still an issue of
great concern for the general public," UNEP director Klaus
Toepfer said.

Unlike the 1991 war, when most combat took place in Iraq's
southeastern tip, the fighting this time engulfed some of the
country's most densely populated areas.

The Pentagon and many experts contend that depleted
uranium, because of its low radicactivity, poses no risk to the
health of soldiers handling munitions made from it, or to
civilians living in areas where those shells were used.

An official of the U.S -led administration in Iraq, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said there were plans to eventually
clean up all wrecks left over from the war.

“"But this is a country awash with munitions,” the official said.
“And the danger of kids finding land mines or grenades is
much more immediate than the risk posed by DU."

In the decade that followed the 1991 war, Iragi health officials
said they had recorded a 200 percent rise in cancer and
leukemia cases, particularly in young children, in Basra. That
southern city was close to the battlefields of the 1991 war.

“There is no other explanation for this outbreak of all forms of
cancer, including the rarest forms of leukemia, than the
radioactivity coming from depleted uranium," said Abdel Karim),
whose hospital is the primary health care institution in the
country treating children with malignancies.

Abdel Karim said [ragi medical practitioners had noticed that
cancer cases from areas around Basra were particularly
difficult to treat. She blames that on depleted uranium.

“Most have to be referred for bone transplants,” she said.
“Unlike other cases, they just don't respond to chemotherapy
and other treatment.”

Guardian Unlimited © Guardian Newspapers Limited 2003
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US Dirty Bombs:
Radioactive Shells Spiked with Plutonium

by John LaForge

"Plutonium is a fuel that is toxic beyond human experience. I is demonstrably
carcinogenic to animals in micregram quantities fone millionth of a gram]. The lung
cancer risk is unknown to orders of magnitude. Present plutonium standards are
certainly irelevant.”

— Dr. Donald P. Geesaman, health physicist, formerly of Lawrence Livermore Lab

The Bush White House fooled most of the world's press with its unverified claims
of intercepting a "dirty bomb" attack against the U.S. On its front page, USA Today
barked: "US: 'Dirty Bomb' Plot Foiled." Newspapers everywhere explained
breathlessly what radioactive materials could do if dispersed in populated areas.
As Alex Cockburn reports in The Nation, when the story faced some mild scrutiny,
Deputy Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz backed away from the propaganda
saying, "I don't think there was actually a plot beyond some fairly loose talk."

Meanwhile, the real-time, worldwide use by the United

States of radiological dirty bembs has moved well Taking Action
beyond the plotting and shooting stage, and has begun

to produce dire consequences. Toxic, radioactive In the first move by someone in
uranium-238 — so-called depleted uranium — used in Congress to investigate the
munitions, missiles and tank armor may be responsible  miftary's use of DU weapons,

for deadly health consequences among U.S. and allied  ((7a he radussd the.”

troops and populations in bombed areas, and has Depleted Uranium Munitions
probably caused permanent radioactive contamination g&-rﬂm “;;g S’M"dﬁ‘;'- *ﬁf:;
of large parts of Iraq, Bosnia, Kosovo and perhaps y FR S5 Mekinmey

Afghanistan. Depleted uranium "penetrators” as they =~ Bl weuld:
are called burn on impact and up to 70 percent of the
DU is released (aerosolized) as toxic and radioactive “Suspend the U.S. miltary's

dust that can be inhaled and ingested and later trapped ::f;ﬂ::ﬁ::?gﬁ':::ﬁ:m_

in the lungs or kidneys. pending a cerification from tha
Sec. of Health and Human

. Services that DU munitions will
In January 2001, the world press finally discovered not pose a long-term threat to
depleted uranium (DU) weapons(1), the super hard the health of U.5. or NATO
munitions made with waste U-238 — an alpha emitter o por heerrnel of [oopardize
with a radioactive half-life of 4.5 billion years. Nine populations in the area of use;
years of radiation-induced death, disease, and birth
abnormalities in Iraq did not move major news * Suspend the foreign salo and
organizations to investigate, bul the deaths from scpaid of pRonlusr
leukemia of 15 Western Europeans — after their Somiariking: L ot

participation in military missions in Bosnia and Kosovo -

- prompted the major media, the European Parliament ~ _Initiate a GAQ investigation of
. sty plutonium contamination of DU,

and 11 European governments to launch investigations 5p4

into the health and environmental consequences of

what Dr. Rosalie Bertell calls "shooting radioactive * Initiate & study of the health

waste at your enemy."” effects of DU an current or
former U.S. military parsonnel
: . who may have been axposed
DU is left after uranium ore has gone through the and medical personnel who

http://commondreams.org/views02/0709-07 . htm 4-6-03
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gaseous diffusion process that removes most of the

fissionable isotope U-235. The refuse also of nucl i 2:::::;;.“ affected
weapons and reactor fuel production, some 700,000

tons(2) are now left in the U.S. as "resource matenial’ — i an appeal for A

a legal definition that saves the Energy Depariment the  McKinney wrote, ™ ... the U.S.
cost of managing DU as radioactive waste. should take care not to leave a
toxie legacy for either peopla in
) - a fareign land, nor to our own
Prized for its high density, DU is used in munitions for ~ Mitary personnel

piercing armor plate. Shot from planes like the USAF A APPraximately 300 tons of DU

10 Warthog, the DU shells are called "tank killers." But  Wer, much of which still sits on
by building radioactive waste into armaments, the U.S, ' ground in Irag. Since we
=2 E ) : really do not kmow the

Is, in effect using poisoned weapons as gene busters in comprahansiva conseqUBnces
war. At least five types of U.S. munitions contain DU, of DU contamination, | urge
which is also used in casings for bombs, shielding on ~ ¥o4 to support this legisiation,
tanks, counter-weights for commercial jet aircraft, and ?nﬂ;?f;:: :.:‘;::::’i:;
"ground penetrators” on missiles. DU shells are made unnecessary heaith threats.”
by Starmet Corporation in Concord, Mass., Aerojet Info; l:""‘: Laniuing :th i
Corp. in Sacramento, Calif. and others. Alliant ?ﬁf\@@&ﬂ_%&ﬂﬂ
Techsystemns in Minneapolis (formerly Honeywell Corp.)

assembled over 15 million DU shells for the Air Force in

the 1990s.

Between 300 and 800 tons of DU munitions were blasted into Iraq, Saudi Arabia
and Kuwait by U.S. forces in 1991.(3) The Pentagon says the U.S. fired about
10,800 DU rounds — close to three tons — into Bosnia in 1994 and 1955. More
than 31,000 rounds, about 10 tons, were shot into Kosovo in 1998 according to
NATO.(4)

A total of 24 soldiers from Europe have died of cancer since their 1984 and "85
service in Bosnia.(5) In response, Portugal's Prime Minister Antonio Guterres
wrote to NATO's Robertson demanding an explanation of where and why DU
munitions were used in Europe.

The Pentagon and the nuclear industry reacted typically to European politicians
who in 2001 demanded heaith physics information from the Pentagon; after a
laughable week-long, study NATO assured them that DU used in the Balkans can
be "ruled out" as a significant health hazard.(6) And when Italy, Germany, Greece,
the Netherlands and Norway and called for a moratorium on the use of DU, NATO
ministers rejected the suggestion.(7)

NATO denials contradicted

Prominent scientists also worked to calm the uproar. Dr. John Boice, of the
International Epidemiology Institute, told the New York Times, "To get leukemnia
you need to get the radiation to the bone marrow. The radiation does not go to the
marrow. And Uranium 238 will not get to the bone marrow. | don't think it causes
leukemia at all."(8) U.S. physicist Steve Fetter told the Times that uranium did not
penetrate to bone and bone marrow where leukemia originates.

This slick obfuscation refers to external DU exposure and ignores the hazard from
DU ingestion or inhalation. Jean Francois Lacronique, director of France's Nalional
Radiation Protection Agency, flatly contradicted NATO, saying, "U-238 has been
found stored in bone, and if it gets into bone, it can reach the bone marrow."(9)

Dr. Frank von Hipple, author of a December 1899 Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists
article on DU, told me, "Yes, it does get to the bone. We looked at that in our
study.” And the December 2000 Science for Democratic Action — from the Institute
for Environmental and Energy Research (IEER) - reports that, "Some [DU]
pariicles remain in the body where they can build up in lung [tissue], or enter the
blood stream where it can accumulate in bone tissue." Internal exposure, the IEER
arficle says, "increases the risk of leukemia and lung, bone and soft tissue
cancers, particularly when inhaled or ingested.”

http://commondreams.org/views02/0709-07 htm 4-6-03
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At the height of the Janua I
1y 2001 media f '
troops deployed in Bosnia, a 17-y id acuiory bullein fom he Fadoral

| ‘ ear-old advisory bulletin from the Federal
Aeronautics Administration (FAA) was leaked to the press.

Still in effect today, it puts the lie to industry, Pentagon, UK and NATO denials of
health risks associated with DU exposure. The 1884 memo warns FAA crash site
Investigators that, "if particles are inhaled or ingested, they can be chemically toxic
and cause a significant and long-lasting irradiation of internal tissue."(10)

Mare recently, the prestigious British Royal Society's second DU study found that
troops who inhale or ingest "high levels" of DU could suffer kidney failure within
days, and that children in DU-bombed areas face a long-term risk of cancer and
heavy metal poisoning.(11) The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP)
warned in March 2002, that there is a danger of groundwater contamination from
corroding DU ammunition at six sites in Serbia and Montenegro bombed in 1999.
UNEP president Pekka Haavisto said he, "was surprised to find DU particles still in
the air two years after the conflict's end."(12)

Canadian researchers have found "unequivocal evidence” of long-term DU
contamination of Persian Guif vets: they found that eight years after the bormbing,
Canadian veterans were still passing U-238 in urine.(13) Italy announced last
August 5 that its soldiers — afflicted with cancer after service in the Balkans and
potential exposure to some of the three tons of DU exploded there by U.S. jets —
will be awarded medical compensation, British researcher Albrecht Schott has
found that UK soldiers exposed to DU in wartime have suffered 10 times more
genetic damage than the general population. Prof. Schott said of this study, "This
level of genetic damage doesn't occur naturally."(14) And in the U.8., a Dept. of
Veterans Affairs study recently found that children of veterans of the Persian Gulf
bombardment are two to three times as likely as those of other vets to have birth
defects. The U.S. vets also reported more miscarriages.(15)

In Iraq, government figures show an increase in cancer cases from 6,555 in 1989
to 10,921 in 1997 — mostly in areas bombed by the U.S.-led coalition in 1896 —
and the number of reported cancer cases increased 12 fold between 1991 and
2001.(16)

Needing no further evidence of harm, the European Parliament, on Jan. 17, 2001,
voted 294 to 60 in favor of a moratorium on the use of DU ameng its members.
NATO commanders issued a one-page statement Feb. 13, 2001 dismissing
concerns. But the Navy and Marines decided sometime before June to stop using
DU. "We're not considering [DU] anymore because of the environmental problems
associated with it.... We don't want to be in a position of having someone say, "You
can't bring your armor piercing rounds on the battlefield,™ said Col. Clayton Nans,
head of the Marines' Advanced Amphibious Assault Vehicle program.(17)

As press coverage began to fade, and NATO felt it was bringing the DU "hysteria”

under control, the weapon's contamination with highly radioactive plutonium was
disclosed.

Plutonium contamination raises stakes

In Europe, a wildfire of publicity was lit anew by the United States’ official
admission that its DU contains plutonium and other reactor-borne fission products
far more radioactive and carcinogenic than uranium-238,

The discovery of uranium-236 contamination in spent munitions used against
Kosovo revealed that the DU was not obtained before the nuclear reaction
process. The Pentagon, NATO and the British Ministry of Defense have always
downplayed the danger of DU saying it was "|ess radioactive than uranium ore."
But at least half of the DU (250,000 metric tons) is now known to have been left
over from the reprocessing of irradiated reactor fuel (done to extract weapons-
grade plutonium), leaving it salted with fission products.(18)

http://commondreams.org/views02/0709-07 htm 4-6-03
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"If it has been thro i
_ ugh a reactor, it does change our idea on depleted fum,"
iﬁaD:’. Michael Repacholi of the World Health Organization, -:h?c; h:r:muml
i rrtl ed to know how much plutonium is in DU ammunition. The U.S.
partment of Energy (DOE) is still working on an answer to that question.

A;.s ear]v as Janua_w 2000, the DOE admitted that its DU munitions are spiked with
plutonium, ne_plgmum and americium — "transuranic” (heavier than uranium) fission
wastes from inside nuclear reactors.(19) The health consequences here are
fea_rsm;ne: americium — with a half-life of 7,300 years — decays to plutonium-239,
which is more radioactive than the original americium.

DU “contains a trace amount of plutonium,” said the DOE’s Assistant Secretary

David Michaels, who wrote to the Military Toxics Project's Tara Thornton January

20, 2000. "Recycled uranium, which came straight from one of our production

sites, e.g. Hanford [Reservation, in Richland, Washington], would routinely contain

transuranics at a very low level...." Michaels wrote, "We have initiated a project to

ﬁhara_gtenze the level of transuranics in the various depleted uranium inventories,”
e said.

Dr. Von Hippel says in The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists that plutonium-239 is
200,000 times more radioactive than U-238, Plutonium "is probably the most
carcinogenic substance known,” according to Dr. Arjun Makhijani, President of
IEER, writing in his 1992 book Plutonium.

The government's bland assurances regarding material carcinegenic to animals in
microgram quantities appear scientifically preposterous, yet the AP reported Feb.
3, 2001: "U.S. officials have said the shells contained mere traces of plutonium, not
enough to cause harm." On Jan. 19, aftera one-week "investigation,” NATO
officials said, "traces of highly radioactive elements such as plutonium and
americium were not relevant to soldiers' health because of their minute
quantities."(20) This public relations ploy failed to calm the furor raised across
Europe, especially after the leak of a July 1, 1999, "hazard awareness” memo
issued by the Pentagon. The memo warned military personnel entering Kosovo
against touching spent ammunition, suggested the use or protective masks and
skin covering while in contaminated areas, and recommended follow-up health
assessments.(21) The warning was sent to defense ministries in Europe but it is
not known to have been given to civilians or returning refugees.

Poison weapons illegal in any armed conflict

The U.S. Air Force's 1976 manual, "International Law: The Conduct of Armed
Conflict and Air Operations” governs the actions of all USAF commanders and
pilots, including the top guns shooting DU, "It is especially important,” the Air Force
manual says, "that treaties, having the force of law equal to laws enacted by the
Congress on the United States, be scrupulously adhered to by the United States
armed forces.” The manual names treaties specifically recognized as binding,
including the Hague Conventions of 1007, the Geneva Gas Protocol of 1925, and
the Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of Civilians in Time of War,
1849.(22)

The Geneva Gas Protocol outlaws, " ... asphyxiating, poisonous or other gases,
and all analogous liquids, materials or devices.” The Hague Conventions explicitly
outlaw poison saying, "ltis especially forbidden: To employ poison or poisoned
weapons.”

Poison is defined by the Air Force manual as, “biological or chemical substances
causing death or disability with permanent effects when, in even small quantities,
they are ingested, enter the lungs or bloodstream, or touch the skin.”

Although the law could not be clearer, NATO spokesman Francois Le Blevennec
told Knight Ridder that depleted uranium, "has never been declared illegal by any
war convention." However, the Air Force law manual says, "any weapons may be
put to an unlawful use.” The Air Force declares unequivocally that, "A weapons

http:.".r‘c:nmmc:-ndraams.crgfvicw&ﬂzm?ﬂg-ﬂ‘?.hm 4-6-03
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Tnasretr:ea Ill";?al per se if either international custom or treaty has forbidden its use
cumstances. An example is poison to kill or injure a person.”

Eﬁec:;ssfti?:éts. government has known since at least 1984 about the poisonous
s i I:va{fare. the commanders of its bombing raids over Irag, Bosnia,
g fg amst:ar] may well hope the White House wins its fight for immunity

e International Criminal Court. If not, the Pentagon’s dirty bomb cantamination
may move from the gene pool and the water table into the court room.

John LaForge is on the staff of Nukewatch, a peace and environmental action
group in Wisconsin, and edits ifs quarterly newsletter The Pathfinder.
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Tuesday, 12 March, 2002, 14:08 GMT

Uranium weapons health warning

"A lot of effort has gone into assessing the risks
By BBC News Online's Ania Lichtarowicz

A small number of soldiers and civilians might suffer kidney damage from depleted uranium
(DU) if substantial amounts are breathed in, or swallowed in contaminated soil and water.

- wransas Armn

" The main concerns are that children can ingest large amounts of soil when they're playing

Prof Brian Spratt

A report by the UK's academy of science, the Royal Society, recommends that soldiers who
may have been exposed to DU should be tested for the presence of uranium in their
kidneys and in their urine.

Written by some of the country's leading scientists, the report also suggests that DU may
contaminate water supplies - putting civilians at risk.

The society's recommendations include annual water sampling in areas of high
contamination and more research into the health of veterans who may have been exposed

to DU.

Inhaled dust

DU is used in weapons designed to pierce the heaviest armour, such as in tanks. It is a by-
product of nuclear fuel development and is slightly radioactive.

Gulf war veteran Brian Tooze was rushed into hospital with suspected meningitis four years
after he returned from the conflict.

hitp://news.bbc.co.uk/1/low/sci/tech/1867138.stm 4-6-03



News | SCUTECH | Uranium weapons health warning pagina 2 van 3

But instead of the brain disease, doctors found there was evidence of DU in his urine.

He told BBC Radio 4's Today programme that now he suffers from skin cancer, kidney
trouble, irritable bowe! syndrome, constant headaches, tinnitus and problems with balance.

Testing

"It is impossible to work and | may now have to have my right knee replaced with a false
one," he added.

Mr Tooze does not put all his symptoms down to DU exposure - he blames a combination
of lthat and post-traumatic stress disorder, but he has backed calls for proper testing of UK
soldiers.

A previous report by the Royal Society, published in May last year, suggested the
radioactivity associated with DU might increase the risk of individuals developing lung
cancer.

Those most at risk are soldiers who breathe in high levels of DU dust which often occurs
when a person is caught close to a DU impact.

On penetrating a tank, the weapon breaks up to form @ fine dust that can be inhaled.

The dust can also settle on the ground and cause further danger to the clean-up teams who
move into an area to remove the wreckage of war.

Heavy metal

Depleted uranium is also a dangerous chemical that can have other effects on the body.

This latest report by the Royal Society suggests that most soldiers on the battlefield will be
exposed to levels of DU that are unlikely to cause heavy metal poisoning.

But those who inhale large enough quantities may experience short-term kidney problems.

Currently there is not enough data to assess the long-term damage. The scientists predict
that very high exposure could lead to kidney failure within days.

The UN is recording DU hot spots - areas where DU weapons have been used.

Children at risk
http:;’:’news.bbc.cu,ukfl:’]owfscihechfl867l38.stm 4-6-03
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e heavily contaminated soil could give them high levels of uranium in

their kidneys which could cause them some kidney damage," he told BBC News Oniine.

Another problem is water contaminatio ivili | ok 1
] n. Local civilian populations could be at risk if DU
leaked into water sources. Tests show this has not happeﬂ;d.

But Professor Spratt suggests that water sampling is carried out every year as it could take
up to 40 years for the DU to filter into the water.

Recent conflict

If tha: did happen and dangerous levels of DU were present then drinking water would be
unsafe.

DU weapons were used in the Gulf War and in the Balkans. The British Ministry of Defence

has confired that no DU weapons have been used by UK forces in the conflict in
Afghanistan.

It is not yet clear whether the US has used DU weapons.

Professor Spratt is hopeful that screening of veterans will start by the end of the year sO
more can be learnt about the effects of DU on the body.

Related to this story:
More research urged on DU (22 May 01 | ScifTech)

Internet links: The Royal Saciety | UN Environment Programme Balkans page | Nato -
Depleted Uranium | UK Ministry of Defence |
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Depleted Uranium: Confusing Ends and
Means

War is brutal. This is not news, as we all know innocent lives are
inevitably lost in the pursuit of "strategic goals." Hawkish foreign policy
wonks explain it away with shrugged resignation: "You've gotta break
some eggs te make an omelet.” But, it turns out, our military
technologies do more than that, they annihilate the eags while also
altering the genetic legacy of the hen.

In GuIf War I, we broke plenty of eggs; the image of carbonized bodies
of Iraqi soldiers along the road to Baghdad is a wrenching depiction
of the immediate horrors of war, Here’s the long-term horror: the use of
depleted-uranium (DU) warheads—which are frighteningly effective in
piercing and destroying tanks—is causing severe birth defects in the
children of Gulf War veterans and Iragi citizens, according to Dr,
Siegwart Horst-Gunther, President of the International Yellow Cross.
And scientists are strongly suggesting a link between their use and Gulf
War Syndrome,

In one particularly graphic account, babies are being born with extreme
hydrocephalus, without eye sockets and arms, some with a
mysterious white substance shrouding their entire bodies,
enormous tumors, and fused fingers, not to mention respiratory
disarders and leukemia. And the Pentagon remains firm in its plans to
use depleted uranium warheads in our upcoming confrontation with
Iraq.

Depleted uranium has been in wide use by the US military for years:
made from low-level nuclear reactor waste, DU warheads were used by
the US in the first Gulf War, in Kosovo, in Vieques, and in Afghanistan—
although the Pentagon denied each of these uses for many months. In
the first Gulf War alone, some 400,000 vets were exposed to depleted
uranium, according to Pentagon estimates, and when our troops pulled
out they left between 300 and 800 tons of the stuff on battlefields
between Kuwait and Iraq. The government denies any link between DU
and Gulf War Syndrome or other ill effects, despite this reference to its
hazards in Appendix D of the armaments, munitions, and chemical
command report "Kinetic Energy Penetrator Long Term Strategy Study,
July 1990":

Aerosol DU (Depleted Uranium) exposures to soldlers on the
battlefield could be significant with potential radiological and
toxicological effects. ...Under combat conditions, the most
exposed individuals are probably ground troops that re-
enter a battlefield following the exchange of armour-
piercing munitions. ...We are simply highlighting the
potential for levels of DU exposure to military personnel

http://eyeteeth.blogspot.com/2003_01_01_eyeteeth_archive html 4-6-03
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Scientists Urge Shell Clear-Up to Protect
Civilians

Royal Society spells out dangers of depleted uranium

by Paul Brown

Hundreds of tons of depleted uranium used by Britain and the United States in Irag
should be removed to protect the civilian population, the Royal Society said
yesterday, contradicting Pentagon claims it was not necessary.

The society's statement fuels the controversy over the use of depleted uranium
{DU), which is an effective tank destroyer and bunker buster but is believed by
many scientists to cause cancers and other severe illnesses.

The society, Britain's premier scientific institution, was incensed because the
Pentagon had claimed it had the backing of the society in saying DU was not
dangerous.

In fact, the society said, both soldiers and civilians were in short and long term
danger. Children playing at contaminated sites were particularly at risk.

DU is left over after uranium is enriched for use in nuclear reactors and is also
recovered after reprocessing spent nuclear fuel. There are thousands of tonnes of
it in stores in the US and UK.

Because it is effectively free and 20% heavier than steel, the military experimented
with it and discovered it could penetrate steel and concrete much more easily than
conventional weapons. It burns at 10,000C, incinerating everything as it turns to
dust,

As it proved so effective, it was adopted as a standard weapon in the first Gulf war
despite its slight radioactive content and toxic effects. It was used again in the
Balkans and Afghanistan by the US.

DU has been suspected by many campaigners of causing the unexplained cancers
among Iraqi civilians, particularly children, since the previous Gulf war. Chemicals
released in the atmosphere during bombing could equally be to blame.

Among those against the use of DU is Professor Doug Rokke, a one time US army
colonel who is also a former director of the Pentagon's depleted uranium project,
and a former professor of environmental science at Jacksonville University. He has
said a nation’s military personnel cannot wilfully contaminate any other nation,
cause harm to persons and the environment and then ignore the consequences of
their actions. He has called on the US and UK to "recognize the immoral
consequences of their actions and assume responsibility for medical care and
thorough environmental remediation”.

The UN Envirunr’ﬁent Programme has been tracking the use of DU in the Balkans
/9316 611 jt leaching into the water table. Seven years after the conflict it has
ST USADHUGMNO D .I .
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recommended

the decontaminati ildi .
protect the civil mination of buildings where DU dust is present to

ian population against cancer.

;Jp 10 2,000 tonnes of DU has been used in the Gulf, a large part of it in cities like
aghdad, far more than in the Balkans. UNEP has offered to go to Iraq and check
on the quantities of DU still present and the danger it poses to civilians.

Professor Brian Spratt, chairman of the Royal Society working group on depleted
uranium, said that a recent study by the society had found that the majority of

soldiers were unlikely to be exposed to dangerous levels of depleted uranium
during and after its use on the battlefield.

’_'Howwer, a small number of soldiers might suffer kidney damage and an
increased risk of lung cancer if substantial amounts of depleted uranium are

breathed in, for instance inside an armored vehicle hit by a depleted uranium
penetrator.”

He said the study also concluded that the soil around the impact sites of depleted
uranium penetrators may be heavily contaminated, and could be harmful if
swallowed by children for example.

“In addition, large numbers of corroding depleted uranium penetrators embedded

in the ground might pose a long-term threat if the uranium leaches into water
supplies.

"We recommend that fragments of depleted uranium penetrators should be

removed, and areas of contamination should be identified and, where necessary,
made safe.”

He added: "We also recommend long-term sampling, particularly of water and milk,
to detect any increase in uranium levels in areas where depleted uranium has
been used. This provides a cost-effective method of monitoring sensitive
components in the environment, and of providing information about uranium levels
to concerned local populations.”

© Guardian Newspapers Limited 2003
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US rejects Iraq DU clean-up

By Alex Kirby
BBC News Online environment correspondent

The US says it has no plans to remove the debris left over from depleted uranium
(DU) weapons it is using in Iraq.

« DU shells can go straight through the side of a tank
« US and British tanks use DU shells and armour

It says no clean-up is needed, because research shows DU has no long-term effects.
It says a 1990 study suggesting health risks to local people and veterans is out of date.

A United Nations study found DU contaminating air and water seven years after it was
used.

DU, left over after natural uranium has been enriched, is 1.7 times denser than lead, and
very effective for punching through armoured vehicles. '

When a weapon with a DU tip or core strikes a solid object, like the side of a tank, it goes
straight through before erupting in a burning cloud of vapour. This settles as chemically
poisonous and radioactive dust.

Risk studies

Both the US and the UK acknowledge the dust can be dangerous if inhaled, though they
say the danger is short-lived, localised, and much more likely to lead to chemical poisoning
than to irradiation.

" One thing we've found in these various studies is that there are no long-term effects from
pu"
Lieutenant-Colonel David Lapan, Pentagon spokesman

But a study prepared for the US Army in July 1990, a month before Iraq invaded Kuwait,
says: "The health risks associated with internal and external DU exposure during combat
conditions are certainly far less than other combat-related risks.

"Following combat, however, the condition of the battlefield and the long-term health risks to

natives and combat veterans may become issues in the acceptability of the continued use
of DU."

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/low/sci/tech/2946715.stm 4-6-03
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leutenant-Colonel David Lapan, told BBC News Online: "Since

be;‘ of studies - by the UK's Royal Society and the World Health
€ - into the health risks of DU, or the lack of them.

"It's fair to say the 1990 stud

; ; has been overt | ' '
various studies is that there 2 aken by them. One thing we've found in these

are no long-term effects from DU.

"And given that, | don't believe we have any plans for a DU clean-up in Iraq."

Part of the armoury

The UN Envir_cnmeng Programme study, published in March 2003, found DU in air and
groundwater in Bosnia-Herzegovina seven years after the weapons were fired.

The UN says the existing data suggest it is "highly unlikely" DU could be linked to any of the
health problems reported.

But it recommends collecting DU fragments, covering contaminated points with asphalt or
clean soil, and keeping records of contaminated sites.

Reports from Baghdad speak of repeated attacks by US aircraft carrying DU weapons on
high-rise buildings in the city centre.

The UK says: "British forces on deployment to the Guif have DU munitions available as part
of their armoury, and will use them if necessary." It will not confirm they have used them.

Many veterans from the Gulf and Kosovo wars believe DU has made them seriously ill.
One UK Gulf veteran is Ray Bristow, a former marathon runner.

In 1999 he told the BBC: "I gradually noticed that every time | went out for a run my
distance got shorter and shorter, my recovery time longer and longer.

"Now, on my good days, | get around quite adequately with a walking stick, so long as it's
short distances. Any further, and | need to be pushed in a wheelchair."

Ray Bristow was tested in Canada for DU. He is open-minded about its role in his condition.

But he says: "l remained in Saudi Arabia throughout the war. | never once went into Iraq or
Kuwait, where these munitions were used.

"But the tests showed, in layman's terms, that | have been exposed to over 100 times an
individual's safe annual exposure to depleted uranium."

Email this to a friend

RELATED INTERNET LINKS:
UN Environment Programme Post-Conflict Assessment Unit

Depleted Uranium
U§ Department of Defense
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Uranium weapons health warning

A lot of effort has gone into assessing the risks
By BBC News Online's Ania Lichtarowicz

A small number of soldiers and civilians might suffer kidney damage from depleted uranium
(DU) if substantial amounts are breathed in, or swallowed in contaminated soil and water.

e

" The main concerns are that children can ingest large amounts of soil when they're playing

Prof Brian Spratt

A report by the UK's academy of science, the Royal Society, recommends that soldiers who
may have been exposed to DU should be tested for the presence of uranium in their
kidneys and in their urine.

Written by some of the country's leading scientists, the report also suggests that DU may
contaminate water supplies - putting civilians at risk.

The society's recommendations include annual water sampling in areas of high
contamination and more research into the health of veterans who may have been exposed

to DU.

Inhaled dust

DU is used in weapons designed to pierce the heaviest armour, such as in tanks. It is a by-
product of nuclear fuel development and is slightly radioactive.

Gulf war veteran Brian Tooze was rushed into hospital with suspected meningitis four years
after he returned from the conflict.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/low/sci/tech/1867138.stm 4-6-03
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But instead of the brain disease, doctors found there was evidence of DU in his urine.

He told BBC Radio 4's Today programme that now he suffers from skin cancer, kidney
trouble, irritable bowel syndrome, constant headaches, tinnitus and problems with balance.

Testing

"It is impossible to work and | may now have to have my right knee replaced with a false
one," he added.

Mr Tooze does not put all his symptoms down to DU exposure - he blames a combination

of It':I?_at and post-traumatic stress disorder, but he has backed calls for proper testing of UK
solalers.

A previous report by the Royal Society, published in May last year, suggested the
radioactivity associated with DU might increase the risk of individuals developing lung
cancer.

Those most at risk are soldiers who breathe in high levels of DU dust which often occurs
when a person is caught close to a DU impact.

On penetrating a tank, the weapon breaks up to form a fine dust that can be inhaled.

The dust can also settle on the ground and cause further danger to the clean-up teams who
move into an area to remove the wreckage of war.

Heavy metal

Depleted uranium is also a dangerous chemical that can have other effects on the body.

This latest report by the Royal Society suggests that most soldiers on the battlefield will be
exposed to levels of DU that are unlikely to cause heavy metal poisoning.

But those who inhale large enough quantities may experience short-term kidney problems.

Currently there is not enough data to assess the long-term damage. The scientists predict
that very high exposure could lead to kidney failure within days.

The UN is recording DU hot spots - areas where DU weapons have been used.

Ghildren at risk
higp://n ews bbc.co.uk/1/low/sci/tech/1867138.stm 4-6-03
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Professor Brian Spratt from Imperial
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;Zeh%aelgﬂgﬂngﬁr?s are that children can ingest large amounts of soil when they're playing
& heavily contaminated soil could give them high levels of uranium in

their kidneys which could cause them some kidney damage," he told BBC News Online.

f‘n?{i‘;.r problem is water contamination. Local civilian populations could be at risk if DU
eaked into water sources. Tests show this has not happened.

But Professor Spratt suggests that water sampling is carried out every year as it could take
up to 40 years for the DU to filter into the water.

Recent conflict

If tha; did happen and dangerous levels of DU were present then drinking water would be
unsafe.

DU weapons were used in the Gulf War and in the Balkans. The British Ministry of Defence
has confirmed that no DU weapons have been used by UK forces in the conflict in
Afghanistan.

It is not yet clear whether the US has used DU weapons.

Professor Spratt is hopeful that screening of veterans will start by the end of the year so
more can be learnt about the effects of DU on the body.

Related to this story:
More research urged on DU (22 May 01 | Sci/Tech)

Internet links: The Royal Society | UN Environment Programme Balkans page | Nato -
Depleted Uranium | UK Ministry of Defence |
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Remains of toxic bullets litter Iraq

The Monitor finds high levels of radiation left by US ammor-piercing shells,
By Scott Peterson | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor

BAGHDAD - At a roadside produce stand on the outskirls of Baghdad, business is brisk
for Latifa Khalaf Hamid. Iraqgi drivers pull up and snap up fresh bunches of parsley, mint
leaves, dill, and onion stalks.

But Ms. Hamid's stand is just four paces away from a burnt-out Iraqi tank, destroyed by
- and contaminated with - controversial American depleted-uranium (DU) bullets. Local
children play "throughout the day” on the tank, Hamid says, and on another one across
the road.

No one has wamed the vendor in the faded, threadbare black gown to keep the toxic
and radioactive dust off her produce. The children haven't been told not to play with the
radioactive debris. They gather around as a Geiger counter carried by a visiting reporter
starts singing when it nears a DU bullet fragment no bigger than a pencil eraser. It
registers nearly 1,000 times normal background radiation levels on the digital readout.

The Monitor visited four sites in the city - including two randomly chosen destroyed Iraqi
armored vehicles, a clutch of burned American ammunition trucks, and the downtown
planning ministry - and found significant levels of radioactive contamination from the Us
battle for Baghdad.

In the first partial Pentagon disclosure of the amount of DU used in Iraq, a US Central
Command spokesman told the Moenitor that A-10 Warthog aircraft - the same planes
that shot at the Iraqi planning ministry - fired 300,000 bullets. The normal combat mix for
these 30-mm rounds is five DU bullets to 1 - a mix that would have left about 75 tons of
DU in Irag.

The Monitor saw only one site where US troops had put up handwritten wamings in
Arabic for Iragis to stay away., There, a 3-foot-long DU dart from a 120 mm tank shell,
was found producing radiation at more than 1,300 times background levels. It made the
instrument's staccato bursts turn into a steady whine.

"If you have pieces or even whole [DU] penetrators around, this is not an acute health
hazard, but it is for sure above radiation protection dose levels," says Werner Burkart,
the German deputy director general for Nuclear Sciences and Applications at the UN's
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in Vienna. "The important thing in any
battlefield - especially in populated urban areas - is somebody has to clean up these
sites.”

Minimizing the risk

Fresh-from-the-factory DU tank shells are normally handled with gloves, to minimize the
health risk, and shielded with a thin coating. The alpha particle radiation emitted by DU
travels less than an inch and can be stopped by cloth or even tissue paper. But when
the DUmaterial burns (usually on impact; or as a dust, it can spontaneously ignite)
protective shields disappear, and dangerous radioaclive oxides are created that can be

http:/fwww.csmonitor.com/2003/0515/p01s02-woiq.htm 4-6-03
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inhaled oringested.

“[The risk] depend .
Sweden' | depends so very much on how you handle it," says Jan Olof Snihs, of

i irﬁ:gisagﬁ;?dﬁutecﬁun Authority in Stockholm. In most cases dangers are low,
' ren eat toxic and radioactive soil, or get DU oxides on their hands.

Radioactive particles are 2 "special risk associated with a war," Mr. Snihs says. "The

authorities should be awar i i ke this, J
s e of this, and try to decontaminate places like this, just to

Pentagon officials say that DU is relai
vely harmless and a necessary part of modern
warfare, They say that pre-Gulf War studies that indicated a risk of cancer and of

causing harm to local populations through permanent contamination have been
superseded by newer reporls.

"There is not really any danger, at least that we know about, for the people of Iraq,” said
Lt. Col. Michael Sigmon, deputy surgeon for the US Army's V Corps, told journalists in
Baghdad last week. He asserted that children playing with expended tank shells would
have to eat and then practically suffocate on DU residue to cause harm.

But there is a growing chorus of concern among United Nations and relief officials,
along with some Western scientific experts, who are calling for sites contaminated with
DU be marked off and made safe.

. "The soil around the impact sites of [DU] penetrators may be heavily contaminated, and
| could be harmful if swallowed by children,” says Brian Spratt, chair of the working group
on DU at The Royal Society, Britain's premier scientific institution.

Heavy metal toys?

Fragments and penetrators should be removed, since "children find themn fascinating
objects, and can pocket them," says Professor Spratt. "The science says there is some
danger - not perhaps a huge danger - of these objects. ... We certainly do not say that
these things are safe; we say that cleanup is important.”

The British Ministry of Defense says it will offer screening to soldiers suspected of DU
exposure, and will publish details about locations and quantities of DU that British
troops used in Irag - a liny fraction of that fired by US forces.

The Pentagon has traditionally been tight-lipped about DU: Official figures on the
amount used were not released for years after the 1991 Gulf War and Bosnia conflicts,
and nearly a year after the 1999 Kosovo campaign. No US official contacted could
provide DU use estimates from the latest war in Iraq.

"The first thing we should ask [the US military] is to remove that immediatery_," says
Carel de Rooy, head of the UN Children's Fund in Baghdad, adding that senior UN
officials need urgent advice on avoiding exposure.

The UN Environment Program last month called for field tests. DU "is still an issue of
great concern for the general public," said UNEP chief Klaus T8pfer. "An early study in
Iraq could either lay these fears to rest or confirm that there are indeed potential risks.”

US troops avoid wreckage

During the latest Iraq conflict Abrams tanks, Bradley fighting vehicles and A-10 Warthog
aircraft, among other military platforms, all fired the DU bullets from desert war zones to
the heart of Baghdad. No other armor-piercing round is as effective against enemy
tanks. While the Pentagon says there's no risk to Baghdad residents, US soldiers are
taking their own precautions in Irag, and in some cases have handed out warning

leaflets and put up signs.

http://www.csmonitor.com/2003/0515/p01s02-woiq.htm 4-6-03
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"We don't know the effects of what it could do," says the sergeant. "If one of our

yehiclt_as burnt with a DU roung inside, or an ammo truck, we wouldn't go near it, even if
it had important documents inside. We play it safe."

Six Amgﬂcan vehicles struck with DU “friendly fire" in 1991 were deemed to be too
contaminated to take home, and were buried in Saudi Arabia. Of 16 more brought back

o a purpose-buiit facility in South Carolina, six had to be buried in a low-level
radioactive waste dump,

columns drove by, a common sign of a strike by DU, which burns through armor on
impact, and often ignites the ammunition carried by the targeted vehicle.

"We were buttoned up when we drove by that - all our hatches were closed.” the US

sergeant says. "If we saw anything on fire, we wouldn't stop anywhere near it. We would
just keep on driving."

That's an option that produce seller Hamid doesn't have.

She says the US broke its promise not to bomb civilians. She has found US cluster

bomblets in her garden: the DU is just another dangerous burden, in a war about which
she remains skeptical.

"We were told it was going to be paradise [when Saddam Hussein was toppled], and
now they are killing our children," she says voicing a common Iraqgi perception about the
risk of DU. "The Americans did not bother to warn us that this is a contaminated area.”

There is a warning now at the Doura intersection on the southern outskirts of Baghdad.
In the days before the capital fell, four US supply trucks clustered near an array of
highway off-ramps caught fire, cooking off a number of DU tank rounds.

American troops wearing facemasks for protection arrived a few days later and
bulldozed the topsoil around the site to limit the contamination.

The troops taped handwritten warning signs in Arabic to the bumed vehicles, which
read: "Danger - Get away from this area.” These were the only warnings seen by this
reporter among dozens of destroyed Iragi armored vehicles littering the city.

"All of them were wearing masks," says Abbas Mohsin, a teenage cousin of a drink
seller 50 yards away, said referring to the US military cleanup crew, "They told the
people there were toxic materials ... and advised my cousin not to sell Pepsi and soft
drinks in this area. They said they were concerned for our safety."

Despite the troops’ bulldozing of contaminated earth away from the burnt vehicles, black
piles of pure DU ash and particles are still present at the site. The toxic residue, if
inhaled or ingested, is considered by scientists to be the most dangerous form of DU,

One pile of jet-black dust yielded a digital readout of 9,838 radioactive emissions in one
minute, more than 300 times average background levels registered by the Geiger
counter. Another pile of dust reached 11,585 emissions in a minute.

Westem journalists who spent a night nearby on April 10, the day after Baghdad fell,
were warned by US soldiers not to cross the road to this site, because bodies and

unexploded ordnance remained, along with DU contamination. It was here that the
Monitor found the "hot" DU tank round.

This burned dart pushed the radiation meter to the far edge of the "red zone" limit.
http://www.csmonitor.com/2003/051 5/p01s02-woiq.htm 4-6-03
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A similar DU tank round recovered i i i
! _ red in Saudi Arabia in 1991, that was found by a us
Army radiological team to be emitting 260 to 270 millirads of radiation per h:arr. Their

safety memo noted that the "curre
n - nt L - :
radiation workers is 100 millirads par[zl.r{asantx.l'l"mIEHr ERESI S G Sl e

:Irgg "'?I'}'_f“a1 public dose limit in the US, and recognized around much of the world, is
milirems per year. Nuclear workers have guidelines 20 to 30 times as high as that.

The depleted-uranium bullets are made of low-level radioactive nuclear-waste material,
left over frqm the making of nuclear fuel and weapons. Itis 1.7 times as dense as lead,
and hLII:nE 1‘15 way easily through armor. But it is controversial because it leaves a trail of
contamination that has half-life of 4.5 billion years - the age of our solar system.

Less DU in this war?

In the first Guif War, US forces used 320 tons of DU, 80 percent of it fired by A-10
aircraft. Some estimates suggest 1,000 tons or more of DU was used in the current war.
But the Pentagon disclosure Wednesday that about 75 tons of A-10 DU bullets were
used points to a smaller overall DU tonnage in Iraq this time.

US military guidelines developed after the first Guif War - which have since been
considerably eased - required any soldier coming within 50 yards of a tank struck with
DU to wear a gas mask and full protective suit. Today, soldiers say they have been told
to steer clear of any DU.

"If a [tank] was taken out by depleted uranium, there may be oxide that you don't want
to inhale. We want to minimize any exposure, at least to the lowest level possible,” Dr.
Michael Kilpatrick, a top Pentagon health official told journalists on March 14, just days
before the war began. "If somebody needs to go into a tank that's been hit with depleted

uranium, a dust mask, a handkerchief is adequate to protect them - washing their hands
afterwards."

Not everyone on the battlefield may be as well versed in handling DU, Dr, Kilpatrick
said, noting that his greater concern is DU's chemical toxicity, not its radioactivity: "What
we worry about like lead in paint in housing areas - children picking it up and eating it or
licking it - getting it on their hands and ingesting it."

In the US, stringent NRC rules govern any handling of DU, which can legally only be
disposed of in low-level radioactive waste dumps. The US military holds more than a
dozen NRC licenses to work with it.

In Iraq, DU was not just fired at armored targets.

Video footage from the last days of the war shows an A-10 aircraft - a plane purpose-
built around a 30-mm Gatling gun - strafing the Iraqi Ministry of Planning in downtown
Baghdad.

A visit to site yields dozens of spent radioactive DU rounds, and distinctive aluminum
casings with two white bands, that drilled into the tile and concrete rear of the building.
DU residue at impact clicked on the Geiger counter at a relatively low level, just 12
times background radiation levels.

Hot bullets

But the finger-sized bullets themselves - littering the ground where looters and former
staff are often walking - were the "hottest" items the Monitor measured in Iraq, at nearly
1,900 times background levels.

The site is just 300 yards from where American troops guard the main entrance of the
Republican Palace, home to the US and British officials tasked with rebuilding Iray.

http:/fwww.csmonitor.com/2003/0515/p01s02-woiq.htm 4-6-03
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"Radioactive? Oh, really?" i
live’? Oh, y?" asks a former direct ini
returned in a jacket and tie for a visit last we‘:k.m T ARt e e

register in bursts on th oot and heard the contamination levels

i?’"etshterfc;ay more tr_tan 1 ,D{Jg employees came here, and they didn't know anything
+ e former official says, "We have started to not believe what the American

government says. What | know is that th i
aputink i € occupiers should clean up and take care of

U?j military officials often say that most people are exposed to natural or "background”
radiation n daily life. For example, a round-trip flight across the US can yield a 5 millirem

dose from increased cosmic radiation: a chest X-ray can yield a 10 millirem dose in a
few seconds.

The Pentaggn says that, since DU is "depleted” and 40 percent less radioactive than
normal uranium, it presents even less of a hazard.

But DU experts say they are most concerned at how DU is transformed on the
battlefield, after burning, into a toxic oxide dust that emits alpha particles. While those
can be easily stopped by the skin, once inside the body, studies have shown that they
can destroy cells in soft tissue. While one study on rats linked DU fragments in muscle
tissue to increased cancer risk, health effects on humans remain inconclusive.

As late as five days before the Iraq war began, Pentagon officials said that 90 of those
troops most heavily exposed to DU during the 1991 Guif War have shown no health
problems whatsoever, and remain under close medical scrutiny.

Released documents and past admissions from military officials, however, estimate that
around 800 Americans were exposed to DU. Only a fraction have been watched, and
among those has been one diagnosed case of lymphatic cancer, and one arm tumor.
As reported in previous articles, the Monitor has spoken to American veterans who
blame their DU exposure for serious health problems.

The politics of DU

But DU health concerns are very often wrapped up in politics. Saddam Hussein's
regime blamed DU used in 1991 for causing a spike in the cancer rate and birth defects
in southern Irag.

And the Pentagon often overstates its case - in terms of DU effectiveness on the
battlefield, or declaring the absence of health problems, according to Dan Fahey, an
American veterans advocate who has monitored the shrill arguments from both sides
since the mid-1990s.

"DU munitions are neither the benign wonder weapons promoted by Pentagon
propagandists nor the instruments of genocide decried by hyperbolic anti-DU activists,”
Mr. Fahey writes in a March report, called "Science or Science Fiction: Facts, Myth and
Propaganda in the Debate Over DU Weapons."

Nonetheless, Rep. Jim McDermott (D) of Washington, a doctor who visited Baghdad
before the war, introduced legislation in Congress last month requiring studies on health
and environment studies, and clean up of DU contamination in the US. He says DU may
well be associated with increased birth defects.

P

"While the political effects of using DU munitions are perhaps more apparent than their
health and environmental effects," Fahey writes, "science and comman sense dictate it
is unwise to use a weapon that distributes large quantities of a toxic waste in areas
where people live, work, grow food, or draw water."

Because of the publicity the Iragi government has given to the issue, lraqis worry about
DuU.

http://www.csmonitor.com/2003/0515/p01s02-woiq.htm 4-6-03
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Sagittarius

Van: "Van Asseldonk"

Aam: "Sagittarius” <sagitar@hetnet.ni>

Verzonden: dinsdag 20 mei 2003 17:06

Onderwerp: Re: depleted uranium

!—Ial[o Nico, op 'ons' kantoor in Den Haag zit nu de lobby voor het Intern. Strafhof. De enige die ik daar nog
is de Zweedse juriste Cecilia Nilsson. Je zou haar kunnen polsen of zij op kantoor een vrijwiliger weet die
jouw test zou willen opschonen (misschien wil ze het dan ook zelf wel doen: zij is jong en uitstekend thuis in
hedendaags engels). Haar e-mailadres luidt: cicclegal2@iccnow.org.

In Nederland kun je het misschien ook proberen bij het Transnational Institute in Amsterdam. Ze zitten de
Paulus Potterstraat meen ik. Politiek staan ze zeker achter je. HUn e-mail weet ik niet direct, maar kun je
waarschijnlijk vinden op hun website: www tni.org

Een laatste mogelijkheid in Nederland die me invalt is WILPF, tel. 030 271 21 21, van hen heb ik enkel het

rc_aiiiacﬁe-e-maiiadrea dat [uidt loesp@cuci.nl WILPF heeft heel wat vrouwen die uitstekend in hun engels
zitten.

Wat huidige IALANA-kantoren betreft zou je een verzoekmailtie moeten sturen

naar: unitednationsoffice@ialana.org in New York of naar southernoffice@ialana.org; hoe dik die in

hun personeel zitten weet ik niet.
IK hoop dat je hier iets mee kunt en wens je een enthousiaste ontvangst voor dit nieuwe initiatief. Hartelijke
groeten, ook van Chris, Ton

—— Original Message —

From: Sagittarius

To: Van Asseldonk

Sent: Monday, May 19, 2003 5:11 PM
Subject: Re: depleted uranium

Hoi Ton,
Bedankt voor je DU-bijdrage |
Die kan nog van pas komen bij komende aangiftes/procedures i.v.m. de recente westerse oorlogen.

In dit verband ben ik bezig met het maken van een "handboek" voor zulk soort juridische akties tegen
westerse oorlogsmisdadigers en oorlogsmisdaden.

De bedoeling is dat dit naar zoveel mogelijk groepen/individuen/organisaties gaat die dergelijke
processen/aangiftes zouden kunnen (willen) aankaarten, propageren en uitcoeren . In en tegen zoveel
mogelijk betrokken westerse landen.

Dat "handboek" is dan in het Engels. Nou weet je dat mijn Engels natuurijk niet noodzakelijkerwijs HET
Engels Is.

Zouden er bij IALANA nog mensen rondlopen die bereid zouden zijn om de tekst van dit "handboek” te
corrigeren op het Engels ?

Ik hoop het snel af te ronden en zodra het klaar is stuur ik je een exemplaar toe.

Zou je mij wat mailadressen van IALANA en eventueel andere georganiseerde organisaties wereldwijd
kunnen toesturen ? '

Weet je trouwens dat wij Nederland, en niet Belgie, de meest versirekkende wetgeving hebben als het
erom gaat buitenlandse oorlogsmisdadigers te vervolgen ?
Ja, dat is onze Wet Oorlogsstrafrecht |

Wat ik graag zou zien is datin het een na het andere westerse land, bij toerbeurt, standaard-
aangfites worden gedaan het eigen OM.

(Als voorwerk ook voor een eventuele klacht bij het ICC).

Het universaliteitsbeginsel van de Vierde Geneefse Conventie moet nu eindelijk maar eens op masale
schaal getoetst worden.
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Hartelijke groeten,
ook voor Chris,

Nico 8.

— Original Message —

From: Van Asseldonk

To: Sagittarius

Sent: Tuesday, May 06, 2003 5:45 PM
Subject: depleted uranium

Hei Nico! Alles kits? Ik stuur je hierbij iets wat ik van de IALANAstek heb gepikt ( en deels vertaald voor
Procesnieuws). Ik dacht dat er wel origineel voer voor juristen in stond: in mijn ogen nieuwe argumenten

tegen DU en stuur het je daarom door. Groeten, ook ven Chris, ook voor Neeltje, Ton

Deze e-mail is door E-mail Virus Scan van Het Net gecontroleerd op virussen. Zie voor meer
informatie: http.//www hetnet.nl/evs/

Deze e-mail is door E-mail Virus Scan van Het Net gecontroleerd op virussen. Zie voor meer
informatie: http://www.hetnet.nl/evs/
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People come first ? Protect humar
during the current unrest

Amnesty International's 10-point ;

22 April 2003 MDE 14/093/2003

There s an urgent need to protect human rights in Irag. Although major comba
to have ended, violence, killings, destruction of property and widespread insect
the humanitarian emergency remains. If Irag's future is to be hopeful, it must bt
human rights.

Amnesty International calls on the occupying powers, and all others exercising
commit themselves publicly to the following 10 points. These derive from obligs
international humanitarian law, in particular the Fourth Geneva Convention Rel
Frotection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, and from international human rig
Other states should insist on respect for these principles:

1. Ensure public order and safety

The occupying powers and any interim authorities in Irag must restore and mai
and safety in areas under their control. They must prevent acts of viclence to p
In maintaining public order, they must ensure that any use of force is necessan
to the threat. They must respect the rights to freedom of expression, assembly

Those reconstituting police or security forces must set up fair vetting procedure
chance of restoring to their duties officials who may have been involved in serit
viclations,

2. Meet the basic needs of the Iragi population

The occupying powers, in particular, must ensure the prompt provision of food,
medical supplies to people living in areas of Irag under their control, maintain h
public services, and protect public health and hygiene.

3. Where fighting continues, protect civilians and act lawfully

Sporadic fighting may continue or erupt in parts of Iraq. In all cases, civilians ar
part in hostiliies must be protected, and there must be no indiscriminate attack
collective punishments or other inhumane or arbitrary treatment.

http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGMDE140932003 20-5-03
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4. Respect the rights of detainees

M;" ahrrned conflict ends, prisoners of war must be released. Detained civiliar
In the shortest possible period of time, unless they are charged with a recogniz

and brought to trial. In all circumstances they must be allowed ' :
of their detention. 2y the right to chall

Detainees must in all cases be treated humanely and protected from coercion,
treatment.

5. No arbitrary expulsions, no ethnic cleansing, protect refugees

Occupying powers may not forcibly remove or expel any Iragi civilian from ocet
cmlﬁan detainees should not be removed from Irag. All fragis should be protect
forcibly or arbitrarily displaced from their homes.

Those who flee abroad, or are already in exile, must be protected against forcit
(refoulernent) so long as they are at risk of serious human rights abuses in Irag

- 6. Put the human rights of the lragi people at the heart of reconstruction ¢

The protection of human rights should be a key factor in pricritizing and implerr
reconstruction projects. The cccupying powers must safequard the property of
4th Geneva Convention all Iraqi nationals are protected persons) and, as caret
property and natural resources, must not appropriate them or otherwise dispos

7. Commit to a comprehensive program for ensuring justice

All those responsible for crimes under international law and other grave human
Irag must be brought to justice, in accordance with international standards for f
the imposition of the death penalty. There should be no amnesties for crimes u
law.

At the heart of any comprehensive program for justice must be the reform of th
justice system. Complementary and transitional approaches, for example interr
tribunals, should be considered in the meantime.

8. Establish a UN commission of experts to advise on approaches to ensi

= A UN Commission of experts should begin work immediately, in close consulta
report in a matter of months on proposals for reforming the Iragi criminal justice
complementary and transitional approaches to justice. Its recommendations sh
board by a new Iragi government, as under international law the occupying pov
to introduce wide-ranging changes to the existing system. The occupying powe
suspend the imposition of the death penalty and other cruel and inhuman punis
the operation of Iragl special courts that violate international standards for fairt
not establish their own tribunals.

9. Deploy UN human rights monitors throughout lrag

Human rights monitors would aid pretection of people's rights by addressing ht
and issues directly with the authorities on the ground, and by providing authorit
information to the international community.

10. Assist the work of humanitarian organizations

The occupying powers must allow humanitarian organizations access to people
should not unnecessarily delay their activities. They should cooperate fully with
Committee of the Red Cross, including by granting it access to all detainees, a1
Red Crescent Society.
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